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Transcription of minutes of GC sessions from 1863 to 1888
The following General Conference Session minutes from 1863 to 1888 have been typed from the official
minutes. They are useful for search purposes. They may contain typographical errors. Verification should be

made from the original minutes through contacting the General Conference Archives, 12501 Old Columbia
Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600.

RECORDS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
1863 to 1876
BEGINNING MAY 20, 1863
Seventh-day Adventists were invited to meet for the purpose of organizing a

General Conference, by the following call which appeared in the Advent Review,
Volume 21, No. 23, May 5, 1863:

General Conference

There will be a General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists at Battle
Creek, Michigan, to commence Wednesday, May 20, at 6 o"clock p.m.

The objects of this meeting, for the general good of the cause of Bible
truth and holiness everywhere, have been specified in the Review.

The several conference committees in the different states are requested to
send delegates, or letters at their discretion.

The brethren in those localities where there is no state conference, can
also be represented in this Conference by delegates or letters.

All delegates and letters must be sanctioned by some state conference, or
conference committee, or--where there are no state conferences,--some church,
or meeting of scattered brethren. James White,

J. N. Loughborough,
John Byington,
Michigan Conference Committee.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

FIRST ANNUAL MEETING
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May 20, 1863

The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists convened according to
appointment at Battle Creek, Michigan, May 20, at 6 o"clock p.m. The meeting
was temporarily organized by choosing J. M. Aldrich, chairman, and U. Smith,
secretary. The Conference was then opened by singing the hymn on page 233, and
prayer by Brother Snook. A committee to receive and judge of the credentials
of delegates being called for, it was

VOTED, That we have a committee of three on credentials.

The following brethren were thereupon chosen as that committee: Elder J. N.
Loughborough, of Michigan; C. O. Taylor, of New York; and Isaac Sanborn, of
Wisconsin.

The remainder of this session was occupied in the presentation of
credentials to the committee, and the meeting adjourned to the following
morning, May 21, at 9 o"clock.

In the morning session, the committee announced the following brethren as
the duly elected delegates from their respective states: from New York,
Brethren J. N. Andrews, N. Fuller, C. 0. Taylor, and J. M. Aldrich; from Ohio,
. N.

Van Gorder; from Michigan, the ministers present from that state, namely,
Brethren White, Bates, Waggoner, Byington, Loughborough, Hull, Cornell, and
Lawrence, with a lay representation of Brethren James Harvey, of North Liberty,
Indiana, and William S. Higley, Jr., of Lapeer, Michigan; from Wisconsin,

Isaac Sanborn; from lowa, Brethren B. F. Snook, and W. H. Brinkerhoff; from
Minnesota, Washington Morse.

The report of the committee was accepted.

VOTED, That Brother H. F. Baker be received as an additional delegate from
Ohio.

The following brethren were then appointed a committee to draft a
constitution and by-laws for the government of this Conference: Brethren J. N.
Andrews, N. Fuller, I. Sanborn, W. Morse, H. F. Baker, B. F. Snook, J. H.
Waggoner, and J. N. Loughborough. After due deliberation the committee
presented the following constitution for the consideration of the Conference:

CONSTITUTION OF GENERAL CONFERENCE

For the purpose of securing unity and efficiency in labor, and promoting
the general interests of the cause of present truth, and of perfecting the
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organization of the Seventh-day Adventists, we, the delegates from the several
State Conferences, hereby proceed to organize a General Conference, and adopt
the following constitution for the government thereof:

Article I. This Conference shall be called the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists.
Article Il. The officers of this Conference shall be a President,

Secretary, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of three, of whom the
President shall be one.

Article 11l1. The duties of the President and Secretary shall be such
respectively as usually pertain to those offices.
Article 1V. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and disburse

means under the direction of the Executive Committee, and keep an account of
the same, and make a full report thereof to the regular meetings of the
Conference.

Article V. Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to
take the general supervision of all ministerial labor, and see that the same is
properly distributed; and they shall take the special supervision of all
missionary labor, and as a missionary board shall have the power to decide
where such labor is needed, and who shall go as missionaries to perform the
same.

Section 2. Means for missionary operations may be received by donation
from State Conferences, churches, or individuals; and the Committee are
authorized to call for means when needed.

Section 3. When any State Conference desires ministerial labor from a
minister not a resident within the bounds of such Conference, theilr request
shall be made to the General Conference Executive Committee, and ministers sent
by said Committee shall be considered under the jurisdiction of the Conference
Committee of such State: PROVIDED, 1. That if such minister consider the State
Committee inefficient, or their action so far wrong as to render his labor
ineffectual, he may appeal to the General Conference Executive Committee;
PROVIDED, 2. That if such State committee consider such minister inefficient
they may appeal to the General Conference Committee, who shall decide on the
matter of complaint, and take such action as they may think proper.

Article VI. Each State Conference shall be entitled to one delegate In the
General Conference, and one additional delegate for every twenty delegates in
the State Conference, such delegates to the General conference to be chosen by
the State Conferences or their Committees: PROVIDED, That the delegates to
such State Conferences be elected according to the following ratio, to wit:
Each church to the number of twenty members or under shall be entitled to one
delegate, and one delegate for every additional fifteen members.

Article VII. The officers shall hold their offices for the term of one
year, and shall be elected at the regular meetings of the Conference.
Article VIII. Section 1. The regular meetings of the Conference shall be

held annually, and the time and place of holding the same shall be determined
by the Executive Committee, by whom due notice thereof shall be given through
the Review.

Section 2. Special meetings may be called at the option of the Committee.
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Article I1X. This constitution may be altered or amended by a two-third"s
vote of the delegates present at any regular meeting: PROVIDED, That any
proposed amendment shall be communicated to the Executive Committee, and
notice thereof given by them iIn their call for the meeting of the Conference.

The report was accepted and the committee discharged.

The Conference then took up the reported constitution item by item, for
consideration and discussion, which resulted In i1ts entire adoption.

The Conference being now ready for a permanent organization, It was

VOTED, That a committee of three be appointed to nominate officers to act
under the constitution already adopted.

Brethren William S. Higley, James Harvey, and B. F. Snook, were appointed
as that committee.

Adjourned to 1 o"clock p.m.

Afternoon session. Prayer by Brother Cornell. The committee on
nominations reported as follows: for president, James White; secretary, Uriah
Smith; treasurer, E. S. Walker. Executive Committee, James White, John
Byington, J. N. Loughborough.

Report accepted and committee discharged.

On motion the Conference proceeded to vote on the nominations presented.
Brother White was unanimously chosen president, but declined to serve. After a
considerable time spend in discussion, the brethren urging reasons why he
should accept the position, and he why he should not, his resignation was
finally
accepted, and Elder John Byington elected as president in his stead. The
nominations for secretary and treasurer were then ratified. J. N. Andrews and
G. W. Amadon were chosen as the remaining members of the Executive Committee.
On motion of Brother Loughborough it was

VOTED, That, as one object of the General Conference is to secure
uniformity of action throughout all the states, a committee of five be
appointed to draw up a constitution for state conferences, to be recommended to
the
brethren in the different states, that there may be uniformity in the matter
of state conferences. The following brethren were then chosen as that
committee: Brethren Sanborn, of Wisconsin; Brinkerhoff, of lowa; Aldrich, of
New York; Loughborough, of Michigan; and Morse, of Minnesota. On motion of
Brother Waggoner it was
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VOTED, That this Conference recommend to the Publishing Association to
publish a new prophetic chart.

VOTED, That we recommend to the Publishing Association to publish a chart
of the ten commandments, suitable for public lectures.

The next business brought before the Conference was the matter which the
Battle Creek Church at a special meeting, March 29, 1863, as reported in the
Review, No. 18, voted to lay before the General Conference, iIn relation to
the charges and reports that are in circulation concerning Elder James White.
As no one had reported any grievances pertaining to the subject iIn hand,
according to the request in the Review, the committee could only report
that fact to the Conference, and place iIn its hands the more than three-score
and ten fervent testimonials which have been received on the other side, with
the recommendation that, as It seemed that no one dared appear, to sustain the
aforesaid reports, some action be taken by this Conference to show the falsity
of these reports, and vindicate before the world the character and course of
Brother White. On this matter the following resolutions were adopted:

RESOLVED, That the committee employed by the Battle Creek Church, be
empowered to act further in this matter in behalf of this Conference, and
prepare for publication a record of the action of the Battle Creek Church
relative to the accusations against Brother James White, and the substance of
the responses received.

RESOLVED, That this committee shall invite, through the Review, further
responses on this subject, for the space of two months.

Adjourned to evening after the Sabbath, at half-past seven.

Met again according to adjournment. Prayer by Brother Andrews. The
committee appointed to draft a constitution for State Conferences, reported
through i1ts chairman, J. N. Loughborough, the form of a constitution for the
consideration of the Conference. This was examined item by item, and after
full discussion it was

VOTED, That this Conference recommend the following form of constitution
to the different State Conferences:

CONSTITUTION FOR STATE CONFERENCES

WHEREAS, We have before us the great work of disseminating light upon the
commandments of God, the faith of Jesus, and the truths connected with the
third angel"s message; and

WHEREAS, Order, union, and concentration of action in the dissemination of
these truths is of the utmost importance, therefore



6--GCS 63-88

RESOLVED, That we adopt the following constitution, as recommended by the
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, assembled at Battle Creek,
Michigan, May 20, 1863.

Article 1. Section 1. This Conference shall be known as the
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, and shall be composed of all ministers iIn
good standing and delegates from organized churches within 1ts limits.

Article 11. Section 1. The officers of this Conference shall be a
President, Secretary, Treasurer, and an Executive Committee of three, of whom
the President shall be one; and they shall be elected annually.

Section 2. The duties of the President and Secretary shall be such as
usually pertain to those offices respectively.

Section 3. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to keep an account of the
receipts and disbursements of the Conference funds,--to pay out the same under
the directions of the Executive Committee, and to make an annual report thereof
at the regular meetings of the Conference.

Section 4. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to appoint
through the Review the time and place of the annual Conferences, and to call
special Conferences, whenever iIn their judgment it may be needful so to do: to
call on the churches and scattered brethren for means when needed, and to
disburse the same; to take the general supervision of all tent operations, and
property belonging to the Conference; to audit and settle accounts with
ministers and others iIn the employ of the Conference, and to exercise a general
watch-care over all matters pertaining to the interests of the cause within the
bounds of the Conference.

Article 111. Section 1. Conference funds shall be raised from the
proceeds of Systematic Benevolence, and by gifts and donations.

Section 2. We recommend that all churches belonging to this Conference
adopt the plan of Systematic Benevolence on the tithing principle, as set forth
on first page of our Systematic Benevolence books.

Section 3. The churches and scattered brethren within the bounds of this
Conference will be expected to pledge to the Executive Committee the amount
that they will give each month during the Conference year, for the support of
the
ministers and tent operations, and for such other purposes as may be necessary
for the advancement of the cause; said sums to be paid to the Treasurer
monthly, when convenient so to do; or at the commencement of every quarter;
viz., on the
first of April, July, October, and January; except when it be preferable to
give 1t, or a portion of it, directly to preachers who labor among them.

Section 4. The churches will be expected to make a report to the Secretary
at the end of each quarter, of the amount they have sent to the Treasurer, or
paid to preachers, during such quarter.

Section 5. It shall be the duty of ministers to report to the Secretary at
the end of each quarter the amount they have received and expended during such
quarter, and at the end of each year they shall make a written report to the
regular meetings of the Conference of the entire amount of their receipts and
expenditures during such Conference year.
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Article 1V. Section 1. When any church or scattered brethren wish
ministerial labor in their vicinity, their call shall be made to the
Executive Committee.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the churches in this Conference to send
a written report to the regular meetings of the Conference of their standing,
their losses, and additions during the year, also the yearly amount of their
Systematic Benevolence fund.

Article V. Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Conference to determine
who are the approved ministers within the bounds thereof, to grant suitable
credentials to the same at each regular meeting; and during the interval of
such meeting the Executive Committee shall perform such duties.

Section 2. Those who feel it their duty to improve their gifts as
messengers or preachers, shall first lay their exercises of mind before the
Conference Committee, to receive a license from them, iIf the Committee consider
them qualified.

Article VI. Section 1. It shall be the duty of the ministers of this
Conference to make a written report to each annual meeting thereof, of their
labors each week during the Conference year.

Article VII. Section 1. The delegates to this Conference shall be elected
according to the following ratio: Each church to the number of twenty members
or under shall be entitled to one delegate, and one delegate for every
additional fifteen members.

Section 2. In case all the delegates to which any church is entitled do
not attend the Conference, the delegates attending may cast the full number of
votes to which said church is entitled.

Article VIII. Section 1. This Constitution may be amended at any regular
meeting of the Conference by a two-third"s vote of the members present,
provided such amendment shall not conflict with the constitution of the General
Conference.

The Michigan State Conference having appointed a committee to frame a
series of rules and regulations to suggest to those building and holding
meeting-
houses, and to report to the General Conference, the report of said committee
was called for and submitted. The report was accepted. It was then

VOTED, That J. N. Andrews, James White, and U. Smith, be a committee to
take this matter iInto consideration, and at some future time to report through
the Review. To this committee Brethren Byington and Waggoner were afterward
added.

VOTED, That this Conference issue a pamphlet containing the minutes of
this Conference, together with the address on organization, issued by the
Battle
Creek Conference of October 5 and 6, 1861; also that the minutes of this
Conference be published in the Review.
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VOTED, That we recommend state conferences to publish in pamphlet form the
minutes of their proceedings, and distribute to their churches.

Adjourned sine die. John Byington, Chairman.
U. Smith, Secretary.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
SECOND ANNUAL MEETING
May 18, 1864

This meeting was held, according to appointment of the Committee, at Battle
Creek, Michigan, Wednesday, May 18, 1864, at 9 o"clock a.m. Prayer by Brother
White.

Duly elected and authorized delegates were present from New England, the
New York and Pennsylvania State Conference, Ohio, Michigan, the I1llinois and
Wisconsin State Conference, and Minnesota. Brother George 1. Butler, of
Waukon, lowa, being present, on motion of Brother White he was received as a
delegate
from that state. J. H. Waggoner was also received as a delegate to the
Conference in behalf of Ohio, where he has labored mostly during the past year.

Minutes of last meeting read and accepted.

Report of missionary labor performed under the direction of the General
Conference Committee was then called for, and submitted by Brother
Loughborough, who read reports from M. E. Cornell, S. Pierce, the Vermont State
Conference, and himself. A summary of his own labors was given as follows:
traveled fTifty-eight hundred miles. Held two hundred and fifty meetings.
Baptized thirty persons. Books and charts sold, $502. Subscribers obtained for
the Review, thirty-six. Reports from others engaged on the mission were equally
encouraging. The standing of the mission is as follows: number of names
enrolled in churches organized and partly organized, two hundred and
fifty-three. Amount of Systematic Benevolence fund, $1,051.34. Amount pledged
to the mission, $882.65.

The report was accepted. Brethren White and Andrews expressed their
gratification at the good results thus far of the Eastern Mission.

The treasurer®s report was then called for and submitted, showing the
following result: amount of funds in treasury, May 20, 1863, $384.25. Received
during the year, $2,122.18. Total, $2,506.43. Amount expended, $1,715.12.
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Funds on hand to balance $791.31.
Report accepted. Adjourned to 2 o"clock p.m.

Afternoon session. Prayer by Brother Andrews. The following preamble
and resolution was presented by Brother White, and adopted:

WHEREAS, It seems most proper that the executive committees of the several
state conferences should be composed of ministers In those states where three
ministers suitable for the office can be found; and

WHEREAS, It would be embarrassing to such a Committee to have the whole
responsibility of settling with the ministers of their conference, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the state conferences to choose a committee
of six to act with the executive committee in the settlement of accounts with
ministers for the preceding year.

Distribution of laborers for the coming year was then taken into
consideration, whereupon Brother Loughborough spoke for the cause East, Brother
Andrews for the cause In New York, Brother Waggoner for Ohio, Brother Ingraham
for Wisconsin and Illinois, Brother Morse for Minnesota, Brother Butler for
lowa, and Brother Lawrence for Michigan. From all parts of the field, with the
exception of Minnesota, the reports were encouraging, and the prospects
represented as most cheering.

The election of officers for the coming year being taken up, the action of
the Conference resulted as follows: for president, John Byington; remaining
members of Executive Committee, G. W. Amadon and J. N. Loughborough; secretary,
U. Smith; treasurer, E. S. Walker.

The following resolution by Brother Andrews was unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, We deem the recent work of Sister White, entitled, An Appeal to
Mothers, a work of great importance for general circulation, therefore

RESOLVED, That we earnestly commend this book to the attention of our
brethren everywhere, and that we especially call the attention of parents and
guardians to the duty of placing 1t in the hands of the young.

Adjourned, subject to the call of the Committee.

Extra session, evening after the Sabbath. The subject of the distribution
of laborers again taken up.

The following resolution was offered by Brother White, and unanimously
adopted:
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RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference that Elder Isaac
Sanborn, of Wisconsin, should return to Minnesota, to labor there under the
direction of the General Conference.

On motion of Brother Loughborough, the Vermont State Conference, at the
request of said conference, was admitted to the General Conference.

VOTED, That the doings of this Conference be published in the Advent
Review.

Adjourned to the call of the Committee. John Byington, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
THIRD ANNUAL MEETING
May 17, 1865

This meeting met according to appointment in Battle Creek, Michigan, May
17, 1865, at 9 o"clock a.m. Prayer by Brother White. Delegates were present
from Minnesota, Wisconsin, lllinois, lowa, Michigan, Ohio, New York, and
Vermont; the remainder of New England being represented by J. N.
Loughborough. Minutes of last meeting read and approved. Reports from
missionaries who had been laboring in the employ of the Conference being called
for, interesting statements were read from Brother Sanborn who has labored a
portion of the time iIn Minnesota, Brethren Rodman, Bourdeau, Cornell and
Loughborough, who have labored in New England, and from Brother White who
has labored in New England and New York. The reports from all these brethren
were accepted. They were encouraging and showed a cheering state of the cause
in all parts of the field. A good work is being accomplished by missionary
labor.

The treasurer®s report was then called for, which was read as follows:

Amount iIn treasury at close of

last Conference year--—-—-————————————————— $ 791.31
Received during the year--—--————————————————— 2701.41
Total--————— === ———— $3492.71

Paid to J. N. Loughborough-----—-—-——————————- $1156.71

Paid to J. N. Andrews, expenses to Washington 58.46
Paid to James and Ellen G. White,



11--GCS 63-88

expenses on Eastern Tour----——-——————————- 286.00
Paid to Ellen G. White--—————--———-——————————— 66.00
Paid to M. E. Cornell--————————————— —— 186.25
Cash on hand to balance account-----—-———-—-——- 1139.29

Total--——-——————— - —— $3492.71

MOVED, By Brother Andrews, that a committee of three be appointed by this
Conference to draft resolutions on such subjects as they deem important to be
brought before the meeting, and report at the next session of the Conference.
Carried.

Brethren J. N. Andrews, J. N. Loughborough and lIsaac Sanborn, were
thereupon chosen by vote of the Conference to act as such committee.

MOVED, By Brother White, that the committee already appointed be also a
committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. Carried.

Adjourned till 2 o"clock p.m.
Afternoon session. Prayer by Brother Andrews.
The subject of the distribution of laborers was taken up.

MOVED, By Brother Andrews, that letters from the delegates be read,
expressing the wants of the brethren in different locations. Carried.

Letters were then read from Ohio, Vermont, New York, lowa, New England
and Missouri, setting forth the state of the cause, and 1ts wants and prospects
in those localities. Brother Bostwick spoke for the cause in Minnesota,
reporting the condition of things in that State as somewhat better than It was
a year ago. Brother Sanborn spoke for the cause in Wisconsin.

The Committee on Nominations being called upon, reported as follows: for
president, James White; secretary, U. Smith; treasurer, 1. D. Van Horn. Not
being able to fix upon an Executive Committee, they made no nominations in
that direction. The report was accepted, and the brethren designated for
president, secretary and treasurer, were thereupon elected to those offices.

On motion of Brother White, J. N. Andrews was elected as one of the
remaining members of the executive committee.

On motion of Brother White, J. N. Loughborough was elected as the remaining
member of the Executive Committee.

The officers having thus been elected, the proposed changes in the
constitution of the Conference were taken into consideration. All the changes
proposed, namely, adding sections 4 and 5 to Article V, and adding to Article
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I, a statement of whom the Conference should be composed, as set forth in the
Review containing the call for the Conference, were unanimously adopted.

The Committee on Resolutions being called upon to report, offered the
following resolutions which were unanimously adopted.

RELIGIOUS DISCUSSIONS

WHEREAS, It is of special importance in the great work to which God has
called us, of making ready a people prepared for the Saviour®"s appearing, that
we be able to act in entire harmony in all that concerns our conduct before our
fellow men, we deem it duty to express ourselves anew on the following matters:

RESOLVED, That in our judgment, religious discussions are less likely to
result in converting men to the truth than is the divinely appointed
instrumentality of preaching the word; and that we recommend to those who
are public laborers in this cause that they make preaching their grand agency
rather than debating; departing from this rule only iIn such cases as plainly
require such departure.

VOTING

RESOLVED, That in our judgment, the act of voting when exercised in behalf
of justice, humanity and right, is iIn itself blameless, and may be at some
times highly proper; but that the casting of any vote that shall strengthen the
cause of such crimes as intemperance, insurrection, and slavery, we regard as
highly criminal In the sight of Heaven. But we would deprecate any
participation in the spirit of party strife.

OUR VIEWS OF WAR

RESOLVED, That we acknowledge the pamphlet entitled "Extracts From the
Publications of Seventh-day Adventists Setting Forth Their Views of the
Sinfulness of War,'™ as a truthful representation of the views held by us from
the beginning of our existence as a people, relative to bearing arms.

OUR DUTY TO THE GOVERNMENT

RESOLVED, That we recognize civil government as ordained of God, that
order, justice, and quiet may be maintained in the land; and that the people of
God may lead quiet and peaceable lives in all godliness and honesty. In
accordance with this fact we acknowledge the justice of rendering tribute,
custom, honor, and reverence to the civil power, as enjoined in the New
Testament. While we thus cheerfully render to Caesar the things which the
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Scriptures show to be his, we are compelled to decline all participation in
acts of war and bloodshed as being inconsistent with the duties enjoined upon
us by our divine Master toward our enemies and toward all mankind.

RESOLVED, That this Conference request the Executive Committee of the
General Conference to prepare an article for publication setting forth our view
of the teaching of the Scriptures on the subject of war.

STATE CONFERENCES

RESOLVED, That in our judgment it is highly important for the well-being
of the cause that the president of the General Conference should attend the
session of each of the state conferences.

EXPENSE OF DRAFT DOCUMENTS

WHEREAS, The General Conference Committee have been under the necessity of
incurring a considerable expense In preparing and procuring preliminary proofs
and documents to enable certain of our brethren to avail themselves of the law
in favor of non-combatants, which expense as yet has been but partially met
from the avails of said proofs and documents, therefore,

RESOLVED, That this Conference hereby request all those for whose personal
benefit said expense was incurred; viz. those who were liable to the draft--and
all others who are so disposed, to contribute one dollar each for the purpose
of defraying the same, and that each of said contributors be entitled to a copy
of
said documents.

HOLDING OF THE WINDS

WHEREAS, A terrible rebellion has for the past four years convulsed our
land, and retarded the progress of the third angel®s message, and

WHEREAS, This rebellion has been suddenly brought to nought,

RESOLVED, That we acknowledge, with devout gratitude, the hand of God iIn
this event, as a direct answer to prayer, and that in view of the increased
responsibilities laid upon us In again opening the way for the progress of the
message, we solemnly consecrate ourselves anew to this great work to which God
has called us.

DANIEL 9:25
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RESOLVED, That this Conference fully indorse the view of Brother J. N.
Andrews respecting the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem, Daniel 9:25,
and that we hereby request him to write out his view of the same for
publication, at the earliest opportunity.

DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT

WHEREAS, Abraham Lincoln, the noble-minded and upright chief magistrate of
this nation, has fallen by the hand of an assassin,

RESOLVED, That we hereby record our deep distress at the loss of this
"prince and great man,”™ 2 Samuel 3:28-38, who was stricken down by his enemies
at the very moment when he was studying how to forgive them all, and that we
recognize in this most atrocious crime the true character of the slaveholders”
rebellion.

MEETING-HOUSE AT BATTLE CREEK

WHEREAS, Battle Creek, Michigan, is a central point for the General
Conference to hold its sessions, also for the sessions of the Michigan State
Conference, and being the place where the property of the Seventh-day Adventist
Publishing Association is located,

RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Conference that a house of
worship should be built in the city of Battle Creek of sufficient size to
convene the
meetings of worship usually held in connection with our annual conferences, and
that the General Conference Committee should feel free to solicit funds from
the friends of the cause in the wide field, and to act in connection with the
church in Battle Creek iIn erecting the house.

RESOLVED, That the General Conference Committee be authorized to take
the initiatory steps preparatory to the building of said meeting-house
immediately, and to adopt such plan, and make such call for means through the
Review, as in their judgment may be best adapted to the prosecution of the
work .

THE SOUTH

RESOLVED, That a field is now opened in the South for labor among the
colored people and should be entered upon according to our ability.
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BLANKS

RESOLVED, That blanks be prepared by the General Conference Committee for
the use of churches, ministers, etc., in making their reports; and such other
blanks as may be needed to establish more uniformity, and expedite matters iIn
our Conference business.

RESOLVED, That we hereby tender the Battle Creek Church our sincere thanks
for the kind attention and generous hospitality with which we have been
entertained.

MOVED, That the minutes of this Conference be published in the Advent
Review. Carried.

Adjourned to the call of the Committee. John Byington, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING

May 16, 1866

Conference met according to appointment in Review, in Battle Creek,
May 16, 1866. Brother White being unable to attend the meeting, Brother
Byington was chosen chairman pro tem. Prayer by Brother Bates. Delegates
were present from Michigan, New York, Vermont, Wisconsin, Illinois, lowa, and
Ohio. With the exception of Vermont, which was represented by her own
delegate, New England was represented by the returned missionaries, J. N.
Andrews and
M. E. Cornell. Minnesota was represented by letter.

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

Reports from missionaries were handed in, Brother Andrews giving a brief
statement of his labors in connection with Brother Cornell, in New England;
Brother Ingraham of his work in lowa, giving an encouraging report of the
state of things in that part of the field, all the churches which he had
visited having taken a decided stand against the defection iIn that State.
Brother
Cornell made brief remarks concerning his labors in New England. Brother
Loughborough presented a report from Brother Rodman, of Rhode Island, also of
his own labors what portion of the time he has been able to be iIn the field.
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The treasurer presented his report showing the following results:

Amount on hand at last report--—-—-———————————— $1739.43
Amount received during Conference year-----—-- 1751.22
Total-———————— - - $3490.65
Paid out as per treasurer"s book------—--——--—- $1460.27
Cash in treasury to balance------———————————- 2030.38
Total-———————— - - $3490.65

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three on resolutions.
Carried. Brethren Andrews, Loughborough, and Ingraham, were thereupon named
as said committee.

MOVED, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair to nominate
officers for the ensuing year. Carried. Brethren Taylor, Lawrence, and
Harvey, were thereupon named as the committee on nominations.

The next i1tem of business being distribution of labor, letters and
remarks were called out In reference to the condition and wants of the cause
in various localities. With these the remainder of this session was occupied.
One fact was very apparent: The field is large, and the laborers are few.
Adjourned till 3 o"clock p.m.

Afternoon session. Prayer by Brother Andrews. Report presented from
Brother Sanborn on the state of the cause In Minnesota.

Committee on Nominations reported for president, James White; secretary,
U. Smith; treasurer, I. D. Van Horn. Executive Committee, James White, J. N.
Andrews, J. N. Loughborough. Report accepted. After some remarks by Brethren
Loughborough and Andrews, Brother White was chosen president for the ensuing
year, and the other brethren named, were chosen to the respective offices for
which they were nominated.

Committee on Resolutions reported so far as they had prepared resolutions.
Report accepted. The Conference then proceeded to act upon the resolutions
offered as follows: Resolution on dress read. Resolutions of the Battle Creek
Church read. After considerable discussion, the matter was referred again to
the committee with instructions to add a resolution touching evils just the
opposite of those condemned in the resolutions.

Resolution on meeting house In Battle Creek was adopted, reading as
follows:

WHEREAS, The church in Battle Creek, Michigan, contemplate building a
larger house of worship, and
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WHEREAS, This seems to be the proper place for the general meetings of our
people; therefore

RESOLVED, That the General Conference Committee be authorized to solicit
from the several state conferences, and from individuals, such a proportion of
the entire cost of the house, as they shall deem equitable and just.

OUR VIEWS OF WAR

RESOLVED, That Brother J. N. Andrews be requested to prepare an article
setting forth the teachings of the Scripture on the subject of war.

QUESTION BOOKS

RESOLVED, That Brother G. W. Amadon, superintendent of the Battle Creek
Sabbath School, be requested to prepare immediately, question books for the
use of Sabbath Schools, in a progressive series adapted to the use of infant
classes, children and adults.

Adjourned to meet at the call of the committee.

THIRD SESSION. May 17, at 11 o"clock a.m. Committee on Resolutions
were called on for a further report. The committee reported progress, and
asked leave to sit again, which was granted. Resolution of the committee on
dress read. Resolutions of the Battle Creek Church read. These resolutions
were amended by adding "Point 12" as follows:

"While we condemn pride and vanity, as set forth in the foregoing
resolutions, we equally abhor and abominate everything that is slovenly,
slack, untidy, and uncleanly in dress or manners.™

Point 7 was then amended by substituting the word "wearing” for "‘donning,"”
in the expression, "We think the brethren greatly err from the sobriety of the
Christian, in donning the moustache or goatee,”™ so that as amended, i1t should
read, ""We think the brethren greatly err from the sobriety of the Christian in
wearing the moustache or goatee.™

The resolutions presented by the committee, were then acted upon, and the
following unanimously adopted:
DRESS

WHEREAS, The Scriptures enjoin the use of modest apparel, prohibiting
the wearing of broidered hair, gold, pearls, and costly array, and
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WHEREAS, We consider the work of Judson, the devoted missionary to Birmah,
entitled, "A Letter to the Women of America on Dress,'" an admirable exposition
of the Scriptures on this subject, and

WHEREAS, The Resolutions on Dress passed by the Battle Creek Church, and
published in Review, Volume 27, No. 23, make application of those principles
to certain foolish fashions of the present day, therefore

RESOLVED, That this Conference adopt these resolutions as amended, and
earnestly recommend our people to live them out.

RESOLVED, That the Publishing Association be requested to append these
resolutions to Judson®s work on dress.

STATE CONFERENCES

WHEREAS, The General Conference Committee cannot properly discharge their
duties, without a thorough acquaintance with the wants and abilities of the
cause in all parts of the field, therefore

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference that one or more of
the General Conference Committee should be present at the sessions of each
state conference, and participate in all their business proceedings.

WHEREAS, At the session of the lowa State Conference, held at Pilot Grove,
lowa, July 3, 1865, i1t was "Voted, That the cases of Elders Snook and
Brinkerhoff be placed in the hands of the General Conference Committee,"™ and
that they be requested to recommend to the lowa Conference Committee, such
action, In each case, as they may deem best for the cause, and their own
welfare; and

WHEREAS, Messrs. Snook and Brinkerhoff have openly renounced the work of
the third angel®s message, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the lowa State Conference that their names
be dropped from their minutes.

SABBATH DISCUSSION

WHEREAS, There appeared in the World"s Crisis, of February 14, 1866, a
very defiant challenge to Seventh-day Adventists for the discussion of the
Sabbath question, particularly the history of the Sabbath, through the columns
of that paper, and




19--GCS 63-88

WHEREAS, This challenge was promptly and unqualifiedly accepted, with the
offer on our part that it should also appear in the Review, and

WHEREAS, The Crisis thereupon refused to allow the discussion to appear in
its columns; and further refused to publish the brief note of acceptance from
J. N. Andrews who was designated to conduct the discussion on the part of our
people; and further, when courteously requested to let the fact appear that the
challenge had been accepted, would not even grant us that favor, therefore,

RESOLVED, That we express our surprise at such a course on the part of the
Crisis, and our inability to reconcile it with the principles of honor, of
justice, and of Christianity. Unanimously adopted.

EXPULSION OF MEMBERS

RESOLVED, That in our judgment the expulsion of members from church
fellowship should never be effected by less than a two-thirds vote of the
entire membership of the church in question; and such action should not take
place
without previous faithful labor with the erring member, and also due notice of
the trial. The only circumstances under which these regulations should be
departed from at all are in the case of outrageous crime in which the guilt is
manifest; iIn which case, at the discretion of the church this previous labor
may be dispensed with.

RESOLVED, That in the case of church trials involving the expulsion of
members, we deem i1t advisable that our brethren, if possible, secure the aid of
some experienced preacher; if this iIs not consistent that they make application
to their own state conference committee for the aid of some experienced and
judicious lay-brethren to aid by their counsel and advice, excepting such
cases only as are excepted in the preceding resolution.

WHEREAS, 1t seems proper that churches should sometimes have
representation in conference before they are fully organized, by which we mean
having ordained
officers, therefore,

RESOLVED, That when Sabbath-keepers In any place have enrolled their names
under the church covenant of Seventh-day Adventists, appointed a leader and
organized systematic benevolence, they shall be entitled to delegates to the
sessions of the state conference to the same extent as though fully organized.

WHEREAS, The subject of health is now attracting much attention among us
as a people, and we are now learning the great truth that the proper way to
avoid disease, or to recover from it, is to adopt correct habits of life,
therefore
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RESOLVED, That this Conference request our brother Dr. H. S. Lay, whom we
deem fully competent so to do, to furnish through the Review a series of
articles on the health reform.

RESOLVED, That we acknowledge the health reform as set forth in the
testimony of Sister White, as part of the work of God incumbent on us at this
time; and that we pledge ourselves to live In accordance with these principles,
and that we will use our best endeavors to impress their importance upon
others.

RESOLVED, That the delegates from each state conference should be prepared
to furnish to the General Conference the statistics of their respective
conferences; and 1t 1s hereby requested of the secretaries of the several
conferences that they furnish the delegates of their own conferences, such
statistics, specifying the number of ministers and licentiates, the number of
churches, the number of the membership, and the total amount of their
systematic benevolence fund, etc.

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of this Conference it is much to be
regretted that in small churches where two or three substantial and efficient
members constitute the chief pillars of strength, these members frequently move
away with no weighty reason for so doing, leaving the church of which they were
members to be scattered and extinguished.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the several state conferences, that they
require from each minister in their employ, a written report of each day"s
occupation.

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of this Conference it iIs a great error iIn
the course of some of our brethren that they leave their fields of labor, to go
elsewhere when the work is not completed where they are; so that they not only
leave the interest to die out among the people, and thus fail to reach a large
number that might have been converted to the truth, but they also leave many
of those already i1dentified with the work, too feeble to stand securely against
their enemies.

WHEREAS, The Michigan State Conference at a former session voted to donate
to the General Conference Missionary Fund the sum of $500; and

WHEREAS, The Michigan State Conference desires to aid iIn the erection of a
suitable house of worship in Battle Creek, therefore,

RESOLVED, That we release the Michigan State Conference from $300 of its
pledge.

WHEREAS, The same reason exists in the case of the General Conference
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Committee as in that of the state conference committees for selecting lay
brethren to aid in the settlement of accounts of preachers,

RESOLVED, That the chair be empowered to appoint two brethren to aid in
such settlement.

RESOLVED, That we empower the General Conference Committee to solicit aid
for Brethren Cornell and Cottrell, in their efforts to obtain for themselves
a humble home; and that they solicit this aid through the Review, or in any
other way that they may think proper.

RESOLVED, That when a member takes a letter of commendation from a church,
it is the judgment of this Conference that he remains a member of that church,
till he becomes a member of another church; and that he should pay his
systematic benevolence accordingly, giving due notice when he joins the church
of another place.

MOVED by Brother Andrews, that we refer the subject of issuing a small
collection of revival hymns to the General Conference Committee, with a request
that they give 1t their favorable consideration. Carried.

MOVED by Brother Loughborough, that the committee of this Conference be
empowered to publish such number of minutes as they see fit, including the
original minutes, amendments to constitution, and the minutes of the present
meeting.

Adjourned to meet again at the call of the committee.

The Conference held in all, seven business sessions; and the various
resolutions drew forth animated, interesting, yet harmonious discussion, and
were each adopted by a unanimous vote. John Byington,

President, pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings

Of the Fifth Annual Session of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

May 14, 1867
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Met according to appointment in Review, May 14, 1867, at 9 o"clock a.m.
Brother White not being able to attend the morning session, Brother J. M.
Aldrich was chosen chairman pro tem. Prayer by Brother Andrews.

Delegates being called for, credentials were presented by the following
brethren:

Elders A. S. Hutchins, of Vermont; H. C. Blanchard, and John Matteson, of
Wisconsin and Illinois; N. Fuller, and J. N. Andrews, of New York; William
Carpenter, J. M. Aldrich, M. E. Cornell, E. H. Root, James Harvey, of Michigan;
D. T. Bourdeau and A. A. Fairfield of lowa; 1. N. Van Gorder of Ohio, and
Stephen Pierce of Minnesota. On motion Brother Mallory was received as a
delegate from Missouri.

Returned missionaries present were Brethren Waggoner, Canright, Van Horn,
and Lawrence.

Minutes of last meeting called for, read, and approved.

On motion the ministers present who are not members of this Conference,
were invited to take part in this Conference.

Reports from Conferences presented, showing the following result:

a b c d e Li g h i j
Mich. Conf. 10 1 47 1308 $6143.00 1824.37 43*8.64 3433.90
N.Y.&Pa. 5 3 25 536 3131.03 159.12 2817.92 155.00
Wis.&lll. 3 3 20 554 2441.55 488.31 953.24

lowa 15 390 2076.40 315.28 1661.12 100.00 274.67
Ohio 11 50 811.24 8*.00 673.24 58.00 153.02
Vermont 10 205 982.27 6*.00 922.27 300.00

4
Minnesota 2 1 5 170 787 .60 150.45 536.83 50.00 50.00
N.E. Mission 4 2 27 987 2288.30

Total 28 10 160 4320 18661.39 3077.52 12883.26 363.00 4212.17

[*Columns in original copy were blank where * appears.]

aNames.

bMinisters.

cLicentiates.

dChurches.

eMembers.

fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.
gUsed by Church.

hPledged to Conference.

iPledged to State Conference.

JFunds on hand.
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Brother Cornell being called on to report in reference to the amount raised
for his benefit, gratefully acknowledged the liberal donations of the brethren,
in the sum raised, $648.10, and reported that he had no need of further help iIn
this direction.

Brother Andrews made a similar report in behalf of Brother Cottrell.

The report on the meeting-house in Battle Creek, being the next i1tem
introduced, showed the following standing and prospects of the house:

Expended on the meeting-house to the present time----—————————-— $7,076.57
Outstanding bills—-———-—--—- - e e 23.43
Lots, still the property of the Publishing Association-------—- 1,000.00
$8,100.00
Received on pledges--——-————————— oo~ $5,208.30
Unpaid pledges-------————— - —— 633.00
vValue of old house-----————-—-—------— 1,300.00
$7,141.30
Balance $ 958.70

The Michigan Conference has, since the above was reported, pledged $700.00
more for the house, leaving a deficit, after paying for the lots of $258.70.

Brother Andrews being called upon to speak in reference to the task
allotted him at the last Conference of writing on the subject of war, reported
that for
want of time the work was in an unfinished condition.

On the subject of question books for children, youth and adults, Brother
Amadon reported that from sickness, and press of labor what time he had been
able to work, he had not been able to carry out the instructions of the
Conference. He made some progress on a question book for small children, and
marked out a plan for the whole, in which condition the work now stands.

The General Conference Committee to whom was referred the subject of
issuing a collection of revival hymns, reported that nothing had been done on
it, but
they had had under consideration the subject of a hymn book for general use.

Reports of ministers called for, and submitted to the committee.

The Treasurer®s report showed the financial condition of the Conference to
be as follows:

Amount on hand at last report----———————————- $2,030.25
Amount receilved during year--—-—-—————————————— 2,248_.46
Total--——-— === $4,278.71
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Paid out as per Treasurer®s book----—-——-——-—- $3,625.79
Cash in treasury to balance-----————————————- 652.92
Total-- - - = $4,278.71

The change i1n the Constitution, as proposed in the call for the meeting was
considered and adopted, by striking out the proviso in Article IX, and changing
the words ""two thirds vote,” to "three-fourths vote," so that as amended it
reads,

"Article IX. This Constitution may be altered or amended by a
three-fourths vote of the delegates present at any meeting."

The Constitution of the Conference was then still further amended as
follows:

Section 1 of Article V, was amended by adding thereto the words, "and they
shall audit and settle accounts with ministers and others in the employ of the
Conference,”™ so that, as amended, it shall read,

"Article V. Section 1. It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to
take the general supervision of all ministerial labor, and see that the same is
properly distributed; and they shall take the special supervision of all
missionary labor, and as a missionary board shall have the power to decide
where such labor is needed, and who shall go as missionaries to perform the
same; and
they shall audit and settle accounts with ministers and others in the employ
of the Conference.™

Section 5 of Article V, was amended so as to read, "It shall be the duty
of the ministers and others in the employ of the General Conference to make a
written report to each annual meeting thereof, of each day®"s occupation during
the Conference year, or such portion of the year as they may have been in the
employ of the Conference.™

Article V was further amended by the addition of another section as
follows:
"Section 6. It shall be the duty of the Conference to select a committee of
two laymen to act with the executive committee in the examination and
settlement
of accounts.™

Article VIl, was amended by striking it out as 1t now stands, namely, "The
officers shall hold their offices for the term of one year, and shall be
elected at the regular meetings of the Conference,”™ and inserting the following
in i1ts
stead: "The officers shall be elected at the regular meetings of the
Conference, and shall hold their offices for the term of one year, or until
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their successors are chosen."

The Executive Committee then presented the following resolutions which were
unanimously adopted.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the different state conferences to adopt
the following as Section 3, of Article VII, of their State Conference
Constitution:

This conference may, at i1ts discretion, invite all persons present who are
members of our churches i1 good standing to take part in the discussion of
business, but not to participate in voting.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the different state conferences to adopt
the resolutions passed at the General Conference of 1866 on the expulsion of
members and church trials as a part of their State Conference Constitution.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the several state conferences the adoption,
as part of their Constitutions, of the resolution of 1866 on the subject of
systematic benevolence in the case of members moving from one church to
another.

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference that one or more of
the General Conference Committee or some one appointed by them, should be
present at the sessions of each state conference, and participate in all its
business proceedings.

FIELDS OF LABOR

RESOLVED, That ministers who leave their Ffields of labor when their work
therein is unfinished shall be liable to censure from the conference of which
they are members.

LETTERS OF COMMENDATION

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of this Conference no church clerk should
ever give letters of commendation except when instruction so to do by vote of
the church.

MEMBERS MOVING

RESOLVED, That we deem it worthy of severe censure that our brethren
frequently move from churches to which they belong when there is no sufficient
reason for so doing, and when the churches of which they were members are
thereby so weakened as to have their very existence endangered: and, that in
our judgment such churches may at its discretion withhold letters of
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commendation
from members moving under such circumstances.

RESOLVED, That in our judgment, the ordinances of the Christian church
belong only to those who accept the duties and responsibilities of church
membership.

RESOLVED, That we deem it duty to caution our brethren against purchasing
patent rights; and that we express our surprise and regret that our friends
should so often forget the warnings given on this subject through the
Testimonies.

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of this Conference, it is to be regretted
that some persons travel about without a license from the Conference,
introducing a few points of present truth, and those points In an objectionable
manner; and we hereby enter our protest against such a course.

RESOLVED, That in our judgment it is more for the advancement of the truth
to live 1t out before our neighbors, than to be constantly contending with
them.

ENLARGEMENT OF Review

RESOLVED, That in the judgment of this Conference, the cause of God
demanded the enlargement of the Review already made, and also demands
the one proposed to take effect at the commencement of next volume, and that
we recommend to our ministers and people to sustain it by extending its
circulation as far as possible, and by donating sufficiently to relieve all
embarrassment arising therefrom.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the editor of the Advent Review to reject
articles that are of a personal or censorious character, except such as are
positively necessary to defend the cause of truth.

Adjourned to one-half past two p.m.
AFTERNOON SESSION

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Brother White. The meeting being
opened, Brother White stated that he had simply come to excuse himself from
serving as chairman of the meeting, and n view of his state of health, and his
anticipated change of location, as he wished for rest and retirement awhile, he
requested to be released from all office iIn the Conference during the coming
year. At his suggestion, Brother Aldrich again took the chair.

The Conference then proceeded to the further consideration of resolutions
prepared by the committee, which were unanimously adopted as follows:
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SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS

WHEREAS, We desire as much as in us lies, to live peaceably with all men,
and especially with that people who In common with ourselves observe the
ancient Sabbath of the Bible, and

WHEREAS, On several occasions collisions have arisen between ourselves and
the Seventh-day Baptists, and In the excitement of debates reports have been
written in which unguarded language and more or less of personalities have been
used,

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our regret that such language has ever
been allowed in the Review and that we request the Editor to strike out all
such matters from the articles inserted in its columns unless the most obvious
reason for its iInsertion exists.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
RESOLVED, That we express our continued faith In the perpetuity of
spiritual gifts during the gospel dispensation, and our gratitude to God that

he has iIntimately connected the spirit of prophecy with the proclamation of the
third angel™s message.

APPEAL TO MOTHERS

RESOLVED, That we deem it important to call anew the attention of parents
and guardians to the work of Sister White, entitled Appeal to Mothers, and that
we earnestly invite them to place this work in the hands of such young persons
as are under their care.

YOUTH"S INSTRUCTOR

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference, that the wants of
our young people demand a more frequent publication of the Youth"s Instructor;
and we hereby request the Publishing Association to issue the Instructor once
in two weeks.

HYMN BOOK

WHEREAS, Our present hymn book is exhausted, and,
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WHEREAS, We believe that the present book can be materially improved, if
sufficient time and labor be bestowed upon the work, therefore,

RESOLVED, That [sic] be a committee to engage in the
preparation of such work: and they are hereby instructed to use their best
endeavor to furnish a work of moderate size and of reasonable expense, filled
with the choicest hymns of praise and devotion, and expressive of the great
truths of our holy faith.

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference, that a small
collection of devotional hymns should be immediately issued to meet the wants
of those who have no hymn books, till such time as a larger and more complete
work
can be published.

HEALTH REFORM

RESOLVED, That we acknowledge the Health Reform as a proper
exemplification of the subject of Christian temperance, and an important part
of the great work
of preparation for the Judgment.

THE HEALTH INSTITUTE

RESOLVED, That we recognize the hand of God in the successful
establishment of the Health Institute, and that we invite the continued action
of our people
in order that this may be enlarged to meet the wants of i1ts patients.

DRESS
RESOLVED, That we earnestly entreat all our friends to regard the subject
of plainness of dress as set forth in the pamphlet recently issued from the
Review Office, containing the General Conference Resolutions on dress, and
Judson®s letter on the same subject.

REFORMED DRESS

RESOLVED, That we recommend to our sisters the Reformed Dress set forth
in Testimony No. 11, and now in use at the Health Institute.

WAR
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RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference, that the bearing of
arms, or engaging in war, is a direct violation of the teachings of our Saviour
and of the spirit and letter of the law of God. Yet we deem it our duty to
yield respect to civil rulers, and obedience to all such laws as do not
conflict with the word of God. |In the carrying out of this principle we render
tribute,
customs, reverence, etc.

PRIVATE PUBLISHING INTEREST

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference, that there should be
no private interest connected with the Association, but that whatever is
published at the Office, depending for sale upon the patronage of our people,
such works should be the property of the Association.

RESOLVED, That we deem the circulation of publications relating to the
present truth a matter of vital importance to the cause iIn which we are
engaged; and that we consider it indispensable that our ministers should
personally
interest themselves iIn this work, though the care and perplexity of their sale
should be borne by others.

RESOLVED, That we request Brother J. N. Andrews to complete his article on
the subject of war and publish through the Review at his earliest
convenience.

RESOLVED, That it is the judgment of this Conference, that the wants of
our people at large demand a work on the structure, functions and care of the
human system; and we request the Health Reform Institute to issue such a work.

RESOLVED, That this Conference renew its request to Brother G. W. Amadon,
to prepare a series of question books for Sabbath Schools and Bible Classes,
in such series as were recommended at the last Conference.

On motion, the chair was empowered to appoint two laymen to aid the
Executive Committee in examining and settling accounts of missionaries, as
required by the amended constitution. Brethren E. H. Root, and James Harvey
were thereupon appointed as such committee.

The subject of distribution of labor was next considered. Brother
Loughborough presented petitions from Ohio, California, Missouri, etc. Brother
Bourdeau spoke for lowa, Brother Mallory for Missouri, Brother Matteson for the
Danes and Norwegians of the West.

All the calls for help were referred, on motion, to the General Conference
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Committee.
Adjourned to call of Committee.
THIRD SESSION, THURSDAY, 2:30 P.M.

After prayer by Brother Waggoner, the auditing committee®s report was read
and accepted.

Election of Officers. MOVED, That the officers of the Conference for the
ensuing year, be nominated by ballot. Carried.

The balloting resulted in the nomination of the following persons for the
officers of the Conference: for President, Elder J. N. Andrews; Secretary,
U. Smith; Treasurer, Elder 1. D. Van Horn; Executive Committee, Elder J. N.
Andrews, Elder J. N. Loughborough, and J. M. Aldrich.

On motion, the persons named were declared unanimously elected.

On motion, the Executive Committee of the Conference were appointed as a
committee to fill the blank in the resolution on hymn book.

A letter being read from Brother Stratton, it was voted in reference to
Elders Stratton, Howard, and Rodman, as this was the first time their names
had come before the Conference for action, that it be referred to the
Executive Committee to grant them such credentials as in their judgment shall
seem proper.

FOURTH SESSION, FRIDAY, 3 P.M.

After prayer by Brother Fuller, the committee reported the following names
to fill the blank in the resolution on hymn book: Elder J. N. Andrews, Elder
J. N. Loughborough, Elder J. H. Waggoner, Elder R. F. Cottrell, and U. Smith.

The following preamble and resolutions were then presented by Brother
Andrews, and unanimously adopted:

WHEREAS, The season of fasting and prayer that the war might be brought to
a close was followed by a signal answer to that prayer; and

WHEREAS, Such answer to prayer called for the deepest humiliation before
God, that we might discharge the great responsibilities that devolved upon us
by this opening to give the warning voice of the Third Angel; and

WHEREAS, Instead of this, a spirit of self-laudation and vanity came over
us that justly displeased the Lord,
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RESOLVED, That we publicly acknowledge the hand of God in the great
humiliations that have come upon us, and that we beseech the great God of
Heaven to grant us such a spirit of repentance and humiliation that he can
properly remove his just displeasure from us.

RESOLVED, That we express our solemn convictions that in some places our
brethren have been more anxious to impress upon the public the idea that they
were an upright worthy people, than to call their attention to the awful
importance of the truths we cherish.

FIFTH SESSION, FIRST-DAY, MAY 19, 4 P_M.

The following resolutions were unanimously passed at this session:

RESOLVED, That we request Brother U. Smith to prepare for publication in
pamphlet form his argument In answer to the objections against the visions.

RESOLVED, That we tender a vote of thanks to the church in Battle Creek
for their kindness and hospitality during these meetings.

RESOLVED, That the minutes of this meeting be published in the Review.
Adjourned sine die. J. M. Aldrich,

Chairman pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings
Of the Sixth Annual Session of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

May 12, 1868

Met according to appointment In Review, May 12, 1868, at 9 o"clock a.m.
Prayer by Brother White. Delegates being called for, credentials were
presented by the following brethren:

George 1. Butler, J. T. Mitchell, of lowa. R. F. Andrews, T. M. Steward,
of Wisconsin and Illinois. James White, James Harvey, A. Gleason, R. J.
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Lawrence,
of Michigan. A. C. Bourdeau, of Vermont. J. N. Andrews, of New York. J. H.
Waggoner, of Ohio. L. L. Howard, of Maine. J. H. Rogers, of Missouri.

On motion, all the ministers present were invited to participate iIn the
deliberations of the Conference.

On motion, Brother M. G. Kellogg was invited to sit In the Conference as
delegate from California.

On motion, Brother A. W. Smith was invited to represent the New England
mission-field.

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

Reports from State Conferences presented and read, showing the following
results:

a b c d e T g h i J
Mich. Conf. 9 6 46 1354 $7963.26 3079.67 4883.59 1000.00 880.35
N.Y. & Pa. 5 6 25 585 2866.43 228.79 2579.79 207 .85 60.00
Wis. & I11L. 5 1 18 600 3177.91 635.58 2542.32
lowa 1 13 362 2379.29 553.49 1825.80 125.00
Ohio 1 12 187 1250.94 68.08 1095.00 87.86
Vermont 4 2 11 220 1417.70 136.64 1281.06 125.00
Minnesota 2 7 180 787.00
Maine 4 3 10 208 1235.74
N.E. Mission 1 1 17 779 2288.30

Total 32 19 159 4475 23366.57 4702.25 14994.56 1420.71 1065.35
aNames.
bMinisters.
cChurches.
dMembers.

eSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.
fUsed by Church.

gPledged to Conference.

hPledged to General Conference.
1Funds on hand.

The following committees were then appointed:

Auditing Committee. A. W. Smith, of New Hampshire, and J. T. Mitchell, of
lowa.

On Resolutions. James White, J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner.

On Preaching. J. N. Loughborough, G. W. Amadon, and U. Smith.
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The Hymn Book Committee reported through brother Waggoner, showing the
progress that had been made in the work, and the general plan which the
Committee would recommend. Remarks by Brother White.

Brother Andrews reported iIn reference to the instructions given him to
write upon the subject of war. He found the subject one requiring much
research and
study, and reported the matter unfinished. On motion, the matter was still
left 1n his hands.

Reports from missionaries called for, and presented by Brethren J. N.
Loughborough, I. D. Van Horn, D. T. Bourdeau, L. L. Howard, J. N. Andrews, and
James White.

The treasurer presented his report, showing the following results:

Funds on hand May 1, 1867---——-———-———————————— $ 652.92
Funds received during the year----——————————- 3444 .51
$4097 .43
Paid out as per treasurer®"s book-----——-—-——-—- $3217.08
Funds on hand to balance-----—-—————————————— 880.35
$4097 .43

1. D. Van Horn, Treasurer.

Report accepted. On motion, the following brethren were appointed by the
chair, as a nominating committee: George I. Butler, A. C. Bourdeau, James
Harvey.

Adjourned to 2 p.m.
AFTERNOON SESSION
Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Brother A. C. Bourdeau.

Committee on Nomination reported for president, J. N. Andrews; secretary,
U. Smith; treasurer, J. N. Loughborough. Executive Committee, J. N. Andrews,
James White, D. T. Bourdeau. Report accepted.

On motion, these persons were declared unanimously elected to the offices
for which they were respectively named.

The subject of the distribution of labor was at this point taken up.
Brother M. G. Kellogg entered a strong plea for California. Brother Rogers
spoke for Missouri, setting forth the need of judicious labor in that State,
and the prospects for good, if such labor could be bestowed. The following
resolutions were unanimously adopted:



34--GCS 63-88

WHEREAS, The cause of Health Reform among our people demands that labor
and attention which our preachers cannot bestow in connection with their
other arduous labors, therefore,

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Conference that Brother M. G.
Kellogg, M.D., should labor in that department of the great work of preparation
for the coming of the Son of man, by the counsel of the General Conference
Committee.

WHEREAS, A wrong use has been made of the resolution passed by the General
Conference of last year relative to our brethren moving from place to place,

RESOLVED, That we hereby rescind the above-named resolution of last year.

RESOLVED, That we also rescind the resolution relative to private
publishing interests.

RESOLVED, That we heartily indorse the efforts lately made to circulate
Spiritual Gifts, and recommend to the brethren at large to continue their
efforts by contributing to the book fund, and placing our works in the hands of
honest iInquirers.

RESOLVED, That the Committee on Resolutions be authorized and requested to
prepare an address to set forth our views on certain existing evils, which we
cannot consistently embrace in other forms.

Adjourned to call of Committee.
THIRD SESSION. WEDNESDAY EVENING, MAY 13, 1868.

Prayer by Brother Bates. The house being well filled, on motion, all
present were invited to participate in the deliberations of the General
Conference this evening. The subject before the meeting was what we may do
for the Lord in the persons of his worthy poor, and iIn this, not so much to
learn what our duty is, as to devise means whereby it may be discharged in a
manner acceptable to God. Remarks were made by Brethren White, Gleason, D. T.
Bourdeau, A. C. Bourdeau, J. N. Andrews, Barker, Rogers, Waggoner, and others.

On motion, a committee was appointed to bring this matter in a definite
shape before the Conference, to consist of nine persons, and to be appointed
by the chair.

MOVED, That the General Conference Committee be empowered to employ some
person to assist Brother and Sister White as amanuensis. Carried.

The committee to whom was committed the subject of our duty to the poor,
was named by the chair as follows: James White, U. Smith, J. H. Waggoner,
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J. M. Aldrich, J. N. Loughborough, S. H. King, A. W. Smith, James Harvey, and
M. E. Cornell. Brethren J. N. Andrews and G. 1. Butler were afterward added
to that committee.

On motion, the subject of the manner of holding General Conference in
future was referred to the above-named committee. adjourned to call of
Committee.

FOURTH SESSION. THURSDAY EVENING.

The report of committee on the subject of the relief of the poor among us,
was read and accepted, after which the subject was continued as the object
before the Conference. After remarks by various ones it was,

MOVED, That the resolutions presented by the committee by acted upon by
this Conference. Carried. The doings of the committee were thereupon adopted
as follows:

RESOLVED, That we have such an association as is under consideration, to
be called the Seventh-day Adventist Benevolent Association.

RESOLVED, That there be a president, secretary, treasurer, and Executive
Committee, of three of this Association.

RESOLVED, That membership be obtained by paying into the treasury the
sum of $10.

RESOLVED, That this Association be composed of all our people who are
willing to enter into it.

RESOLVED, That the elders and deacons of each church be requested to act
as agents to carry out the objects of this Association.

The subject of election of officers for this Association being taken up,
the chair being empowered by vote so to do, named Brethren Loughborough,
Waggoner,
and King, as a committee on nominations.

While the committee were deliberating, the subject of holding our yearly
meetings on camp-meeting plan was taken up. After some discussion, it was

RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend to our people to hold a general
camp-meeting annually at the time of the sessions of our business associations.

RESOLVED, That the General Conference Committee be authorized, at their
discretion, to carry this plan into execution.
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WHEREAS, In the struggle through which our country lately passed for its
national existence, our sympathies were with our rulers and our government iIn
their efforts to maintain law and order; and in view of the unsettled state of
our national affairs, and of troubles lying before us in the future, we shall
continue to pray for those iIn authority, that they may have wisdom to govern
with discretion and in the fear of God; and while we cheerfully pay tribute and
honor to those to whom they are due, desiring to live peaceable and quiet
lives, as law-abiding people,

RESOLVED, That we feel called upon to renew our request to our brethren
to abstain from worldly strife of every nature, believing that war was never
justifiable except under the immediate direction of God, who of right holds the
lives of all creatures in his hand; and that no such circumstance now
appearing, we cannot believe 1t to be right for the servants of Christ to take
up arms to
destroy the lives of their fellow-men.

Dr. Trall having been invited to visit Battle Creek and give a course of
lectures on health, a committee was appointed to meet him and arrange for
lectures from him.

Brethren White and Andrews, and Doctors Lay and Kellogg, were appointed as
that committee. Adjourned to call of Committee.

FIFTH SESSION. FRIDAY, 4:45 P_M.

Committee on nomination of officers for Benevolent Association called
upon to report, whereupon they presented the following names: for president,
James White; secretary, M. S. Burnham; treasurer, U. Smith; Executive
Committee, James White, J. N. Andrews, and S. H. King. These individuals were
then
unanimously elected. Adjourned to call of Committee.

SIXTH SESSION. EVENING AFTER SABBATH.

Prayer by Brother Loughborough. After hearing report from the Auditing
Committee, it was

VOTED, That a printed form for business be prepared for the use of the
conferences.

The Executive Committee were designated as the ones by whom they should be
prepared.

MOVED, That the matter of hymn book be referred to the Executive Committee
to take such action as they see fit. Carried.
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They were instructed to attend to this thing at their earliest convenience.

Brethren and sisters united In considering the subject of dress. Sister
Doctor Lamson was chosen chairman; Sister Van Horn, secretary, and Sisters
White, Chamberlain, and Burnham, as committee of a convention of sisters, to
take Into consideration the matter of deciding upon a proper style and
manufacture of hats for their use. Adjourned to call of committee.

SEVENTH SESSION. MONDAY, 8 A_M.

Prayer by Brother D. T. Bourdeau. Brother Andrews stated the calls from
missionary fields. Brother A. C. Bourdeau made remarks about Vermont. Brother
Butler same of lowa. Brother J. H. Waggoner in regard to Ohio. Their means
would not permit running the tent--the only labor expected iIs among the
churches. Brother Howard spoke for New England. A. W. Smith for New
Hampshire. Brother Kellogg mentioned California. Brother White spoke in
behalf of missionary labor. Churches must not have so many visits from
ministers. A mission in California might be sustained. Not decided that the
time had come. Brother J. N. Loughborough spoke of strong impressions and
dreams in regard to California. Brother White speaks of the work in lowa. The
opposite of war is the best means of overturning rebellion. Refers to the
recent work In Monterey as an illustration. Brother Lawrence speaks of his
circumstances at home. Brother Andrews speaks of himself, and for Brother
Canright. Brother Bates refers to his past experience, and his willingness to
do all he can in the work. Brother Steward speaks to the Conference about
Brother Ingraham. Remarks by different ones in reference to Brother Pierce.
Brother White is in favor of Brother Ingraham returning to the Illinois and
Wisconsin Conference. Brother R. F. Andrews is of the same mind, and speaks of
Brother Sanborn, who designs to remain in that field.

On motion by Brother White, Brother Ingraham was invited to return to the
I1linois and Wisconsin Conference. On motion, it was

RESOLVED, That the minutes of this Conference be publishing iIn the
Review.

Adjourned sine die. J. N. Andrews, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings

Of the Seventh Annual Session of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists
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May 18, 1869

Conference assembled, according to appointment in Review, May 18, 1869, at
9 o"clock a.m. Prayer by Brother White. Delegates being called for,
credentials were presented by the following brethren:

lowa Conference. M. E. Cornell, H. Nicola.

Maine Conference. Charles Stratton.

Michigan Conference. Joseph Bates, John Byington, R. J. Lawrence, Francis
Nelson, S. H. King, James Harvey.

New York and Pennsylvania Conference. R. F. Cottrell, J. N. Andrews.

Ohio Conference. By letter.

Vermont Conference. By letter.

Wisconsin and Illinois Conference. By letter.

New England Mission. J. H. Waggoner, D. M. Canright.

California Mission. By letter.

Ministers present, in good standing, were invited to take part in the
deliberations of the meeting.

Missionaries present as members of Conference, Brethren White, Waggoner,
and Canright.

Minutes read and accepted.

Reports from the different State Conferences presented, showing the
following results:

a b c¢c d e Li g h i J
lowa 1 1 12 381 $2069.37 $ 413.87 1645.50 $125.00

Maine 4 3 10 216 889.22

Michigan 10 8 47 1573 3959.34

Minnesota 2 2 8 200 900.00 3959.34 3849.68 800.00

N.Y. & Penn. 5 5 24 589 2954 .07 201.54 2752.53 200.00 232.20

Ohio 11 185 1132.78 10.26 1122 .52

Vermont 4 2 12 256 1659.20 242 .65 1416.55
Wis.-Illinois 5 2 23 646 3639.75 727.95 2911.80
N.E. Mission 2 1 17 779 1224.04 180.00 1044.04 227.71
California Mn. 3 75 525.00

Total 33 24 167 4900 $18952.77 $5735.61 $13698.58 $2169.84 $459.91
aGeneral Conference Summary for the Year 1869. Names of Conferences.
bMinisters.
cLicentiates.
dChurches.

eNumber of Members.
fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.
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gSystematic Benevolence used by the Churches.

hSystematic Benevolence Pledged to Conferences.

1Systematic Benevolence Fund Pledged to General Conference.
JSystematic Benevolence Fund on hand.

On motion, the following brethren were chosen as Auditing Committee: S. H.
King, of Michigan; H. Nicola, of lowa.
Committee on Resolutions: J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, R. F. Cottrell.
Committee on Preaching: James Harvey, F. Nelson, S. H. King.
Committee on Nominations: R. F. Cottrell. R. J. Lawrence, J. Byington.
Special Committee to amend Constitution: J. H. Waggoner, F. Nelson,
U. Smith.

Brother White reported on Hymn Book, as the matter was left in hands of
General Conference Committee. Reported the book in the hands of the binder, to
be here before the Conference closes.

Missionary reports called for, were presented by Brethren Andrews,
Waggoner, Canright, and White.

Subject of Distribution of Labor taken up. Calls for help read from
Missouri and Kansas, and a letter respecting a mission among the Freedmen.
Brother Harvey appeals for Indiana. Brother Waggoner speaks for Missouri,
Ohio, and Maine. Brother Canright spoke for New England; Brethren Stratton and
White for the same. Brother Cornell spoke for lowa.

Treasurer®s Report read, and accepted.
Adjourned to 2 o"clock p.m.

SECOND SESSION, AS PER APPOINTMENT.
Prayer by Brother Bates.

Committee on Amendment reported through Brother Waggoner. Recommended to
amend Article 1 of the Constitution, by the addition of the following words:
"And shall be composed of delegates from the State Conferences, and such
ministers as shall have been employed as missionaries during any part of the
year;" so that, as amended, it shall read, "Article 1. This Conference shall
be called the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, and shall be
composed of delegates from the State Conferences, and such ministers as shall
have been employed as missionaries during any part of the year."

Article 1X of the Constitution was then amended by changing the word
"delegates' to "members;"™ so that, as amended, it shall read, "This
Constitution may be altered or amended by a three-fourths® vote of the members
present at any meeting."
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Committee on Nominations reported for president, James White; secretary,
U. Smith; treasurer, E. S. Walker; Executive Committee, James White, J. N.
Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, all of whom were elected to the offices named.

Committee on Resolutions reported by offering the following, which were
unanimously adopted.

DRESS REFORM

RESOLVED, That we renew the expression of our interest in the Dress
Reform, believing that the teachings of the Scriptures in regard to simplicity
and modesty in dress, are of great importance in this age of vice and
subserviency to vain and immodest fashions; and that we recommend to our
sisters conformity to the model presented in the tract on this subject, that
they may recommend it, by their practice, to all observers.

THE HEALTH REFORM

RESOLVED, That we consider the Health Reform as an important auxiliary to
the cause of present truth, and recommend to all our ministers to urge It to a
proper extent upon the churches, and to endeavor to be examples to all in this
respect.

Adjourned to call of committee.
THIRD SESSION

The following resolutions were presented by the Committee on Resolutions,
and unanimously adopted.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

RESOLVED, That our faith and confidence in the Gifts of the Spirit of God,
so graciously vouchsafed to us in these last days, are not only unshaken by the
attacks of the opposers of the truth, but greatly strengthened and increased by
the warnings we have received iIn times of danger, the counsels and admonitions
when we have erred, and the comfort iIn our afflictions; as well as by the
purity of their teachings, and the respect and reverence they produce for the
word of
God. And we earnestly recommend to all the scattered flock a more careful
reading of, and more strict compliance with, the Testimonies to the Church.

CALIFORNIA MISSION
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RESOLVED, That we wish to express our unabated interest in the California
Mission, and our pleasure in the prospect before the ministers in that field;
and we still extend assurance of our hearty sympathy and co-operation in their
work, and our fraternal greeting to those who have embraced the present truth
in that State.

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS

Believing that we ought to cultivate fraternal feelings with all those who
keep the commandments of God and teach men so, and believing that some of our
brethren have not pursued the most judicious course in regard to them,
therefore,

RESOLVED, That Brethren Cottrell, Andrews, and Fuller, be a committee to
address the Seventh-day Baptists, and open such correspondence with them as
they may deem fit.

RESOLVED, That we hail with joy every indication of the present truth
going to the nations and tongues of the earth, and though we cannot enjoy the
privilege of hearing, and speaking to them, we wish to assure our Danish
brethren of our deep interest in their welfare, and our sympathy and prayers
shall ever be with them iIn this work.

MOVED, That Brother Andrews be invited to write an appeal to young men in
reference to entering the ministry. Carried.

Adjourned to call of chairman.

THIRD SESSION. [sic]

On motion, the resolution adopted by the Health Institute, relative to
Brother and Sister White, was adopted as an expression of the sense of this
Conference.

The following resolution was also adopted:

RESOLVED, That we consider it our duty to publicly make known our
disapproval of the movement for the founding of a colony in Kansas; facts
having come to our knowledge by which we are assured that those who engage in

it will be subjected to disappointment and suffering.

On motion, the thanks of the Conference were extended to the Battle Creek
church, for their hospitality during this meeting.

On motion, Brother Waggoner was added to the Auditing Committee.

Adjourned to call of chairman.
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FOURTH SESSION.

At the fourth session, monday a.m., the following resolutions were
adopted:

RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend to the State Conferences to make
preparations for, and hold, camp-meetings, procuring the best assistance iIn
their power, and leave it to Brother and Sister White to attend such of them
as the providence of God may direct.

RESOLVED, That this Conference accept the new Hymn Book at the hands of
our Executive Committee, and return our thanks to them for a book which we
can so cordially recommend to our people, as well suited to our wants, both
in public and social worship.

The following resolution respecting the cause In Switzerland, was, for
prudential reasons, withheld from the printed minutes:

WHEREAS, We have received the request of the believers in the third
angel"s message in Switzerland, to receive them under the care of this General
Conference, and to consider that field as missionary ground,

RESOLVED, That we accept their request with the deepest feelings of
fraternal kindness, assuring them of our interest in their welfare; and we
hereby pledge ourselves to render them any assistance that may be in our power
to bestow.

Toward the close of the Session, stirring and interesting remarks were
made respecting the mission to Switzerland, and the correspondence with the

Swiss brethren was read. J. N. Andrews, President.
Uriah Smith, Secretary.

EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings

Of the Eighth Annual Session of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

March 15, 1870

Conference assembled, according to appointment in Review, March 15,
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1870. Singing, Calvary [sic]. Prayer by Elder George 1. Butler, of lowa.

Delegates being called for, credentials were presented by the following
brethren:

lowa Conference. Elders George 1. Butler, D. M. Canright.

I1linois and Wisconsin Conference. Elders Robert F. Andrews, T. M.
Steward.

Ohio Conference. Oliver Mears.

New York and Pennsylvania Conference. Ira Abbey, Henry Hilliard.

Michigan Conference. Aaron Hilliard, G. H. Bell, William Carpenter,
Franklin Howe, Charles Jones, S. A. McPherson.

Vermont Conference. Elders A. C. Bourdeau, A. Stone.

Massachusetts. Elder S. N. Haskell.

Minnesota. By letter.

California. H. T. Hewett.

Maine. Elder C. Goodrich.

Rhode Island. Elder P. C. Rodman.

Missouri. Elder H. C. Blanchard.

New Hampshire. W. H. Ball.

Switzerland. James Ertzenberger.

Other brethren present from the several States were iInvited to take seats
with the delegates, to take part in the deliberations of the Conference.

Minutes of last meeting read and accepted.

Treasurer®s report presented, showing the following standing of the
Conference funds:

Cash on hand May 1, 1869---—--———————————————— $ 191.97
Cash received to March 15, 1870--—-——-————————— 2,555.91

2,747.88
Paid out as per Treasurer®"s book----——————--—- 3,020.78
Present indebtedness of the Conference------- $ 272.90

Reports from State Conferences being called for, the following were
presented, showing the standing of State Conferences as follows:

a b c d e T g h i ]
lowa 2 1 17 470 $ 2624.38

Maine 3 1 11 298 678.79

Michigan 11 15 51 1749 6732.40 $2475.43 $4256.97

Minnesota 2 2 8 217 915.00 915.00

N.Y. and Penn. 5 5 24 589 2954 .07 201.54 2752 .53

Ohio 11 185 1132.78 10.26 1122.52

Vermont 5 2 12 256 1447 .00 125.00 1332.00

Wis. & Illinois 5 8 24 717 3314.00 662.80 2651.20
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N.E. Mission 2 1 17 779 1224.04 180.00 1044.04
California Mis"n 2 4 130 800.00 800.00
European Mission 50

Total 37 35 179 5440 $21822.46 $3655.03 $13020.22 $1844.04
aGeneral Conference Summary for the Year 1870. Names of Conferences.
bMinisters.
cLicentiates.
dChurches.

eNumber of Members.

fSystematic Benevolence
gSystematic Benevolence
hSystematic Benevolence
1Systematic Benevolence
JSystematic Benevolence

Missionary reports were

Fund Pledged.

Fund used by the Churches.

Fund Pledged to Conferences.

Fund Pledged to General Conference.
Fund on hand.

presented from J. N. Loughborough, D. T. Bourdeau,

John Matteson, S. N. Haskell, P. C. Rodman, M. E. Cornell, 1. D. Van Horn,

R. J. Lawrence, James White,

J. N. Andrews, and J. H. Waggoner.

Interesting remarks were made by Elders White, Andrews, and Waggoner, iIn
reference to their respective fields of labor.

On motion, the chair appointed the following committees:

Auditing Committee. O.

H. Hilliard, New York; G. H.

Mears, Ohio; William Carpenter, Indiana; lra Abbey,
Bell, Charles Jones, Michigan.

Committee on Resolutions. J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, G. H. Bell.
Committee on Nominations. S. N. Haskell, S. A. McPherson, W. H. Ball.

Adjourned to 2 p.m.

SECOND SESSION.

Prayer by Elder A. Stone, of Vermont.

Committee on Nominations reported the following for the officers of the

Conference the coming year:

President, James White;

secretary, U. Smith; treasurer, G. H. Bell;

Executive Committee, James White, J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner.

These nominations were thereupon ratified by vote of the Conference.

Committee on Resolutions reported by offering the following, which were

unanimously adopted:
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RESOLVED, That while our sympathies are drawn out toward our brethren in
other lands, we are not forgetful of the iInterests of those in our own land,
who are of foreign birth, and speak other languages. Their devotion to the
truth has won our warmest regard, and we pledge to them all the aid and
encouragement that our ability and circumstances will permit. In this
direction we will do all that lies i1in our power to publish works iIn their
respective
languages to correspond as nearly as possible in price with similar works in
English.

RESOLVED, 1. That we approve of the recent action of the Battle Creek
Church, and indorse the resolutions adopted by it. And we further express, as
the mind of ths General Conference, that the Publishing Association has a
right to insist that the influence surrounding its office shall be of the best
kind. And it is our decided opinion that when unconsecrated persons, without
advice, move into the neighborhood of the Office, and call the editor,
officers, and employees away from their business to attend to their personal
difficulties, they are hindering the cause of God, and robbing the Lord"s
treasury, by
occupying the time of those who are called and employed to devote their
strength and energies to this sacred work.

2. That in view of our past experience, and the troubles arising in this
direction, we disapprove of, and protest against, persons moving into the
neighborhood where the office i1s located, without first consulting the
Executive Committee of the General Conference.

RESOLVED, That in view of the repeated admonitions of the Spirit of God
of the alarming prevalence of licentiousness in its various forms, and of the
purity of life requisite to stand before a holy God; and of the sad instances
of depravity manifested by some professing to keep the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus Christ, we regard the book recently published, entitled,
Solemn Appeal, as most timely, and we cordially recommend it to all as a
valuable and much-needed work.

RESOLVED, that for the sake of our blessed Redeemer we desire to cultivate
fraternal feelings, and maintain friendly relations, with all who name the name
of Christ; and in particular with those who in common with us hold to the
unpopular doctrine of the second advent of our Saviour near.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS

WHEREAS, We as a people have held the doctrine of the perpetuity of
Spiritual Gifts, and professed to believe that ""the spirit of prophecy' was
manifested among us as "“the remnant” (Rev. 12:17; 19:10),
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AND WHEREAS, Our faith on this subject has been, to a very great extent, a
merely nominal or dead faith, as the following facts bear witness:

1. The Testimonies of the Spirit have faithfully warned against the spirit
of worldliness and selfishness, yet very many of the persons professing to
believe the Testimonies have manifested this spirit in their lives.

2. The Testimonies have spoken most pointedly of the danger arising from
the licentious tendencies of the age, and of the necessity of purity of heart
and
life, yet we have had a most deplorable case of depravity developed by a
minister and in a church professing also to believe the warnings.

3. The Testimonies have, from time to time, warned of the danger of
pursuing certain courses of action by those having charge of, or laboring in,
the Review Office for several years past; yet those in the Office where these
Testimonies were published, and whence they were sent forth, have, 1n many
important particulars, pursued exactly the course against which they were
warned, thereby contradicting their profession and wounding the cause;
therefore,

RESOLVED, That we will humble ourselves before God for these things, and
endeavor to so walk in harmony with the teachings of the Spirit, as no longer
to present such inconsistency iIn our lives, and to grieve God"s Spirit away
from us.

AND WHEREAS, In these things we have seen that those who disregard these
Testimonies, whether in private or public life, have shown themselves to be
lamentably weak in judgment, and have wounded themselves and the cause by their
unfaithfulness; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we recognize the wisdom of God in the Testimonies to the
Church, and that i1t is dangerous and destructive to disregard or neglect their
instructions; and we confess our weakness and inability to carry on this sacred
work to divine acceptance, without their aid.

RESOLVED, That we express our high regard for the labors of Brother James
White, not only as a minister and a writer, but also for his efficient
management of our publishing department; and we further express our perfect
confidence in his integrity as an honest man and a devoted Christian; and we
request him to accept the oversight of our business affairs, for the coming
year .

RESOLVED, That we deplore the errors and wrongs committed by those who
had the management of the Publishing Association and the Health Institute
during the period of Brother White"s prostration by sickness, and that we
acknowledge the painful experience as teaching us the lesson that those who
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neglect the Testimonies of the Spirit of God, will be sure to commit serious
errors in the work of the third angel®s message.

SWITZERLAND

RESOLVED, 1. That we recognize the hand of God in the establishment of a
body of Seventh-day Adventists iIn Central Europe.

2. That we extend to them our love and Christian salutation, and the
expression of our fellowship and esteem.

3. That we acknowledge the representative of these brethren, James
Ertzenberger, who has been with us since June last, as a beloved brother in
Christ, whose gifts and graces give the most satisfactory evidence that he is
called of God to participate iIn the great work of preaching the final warning
to men.

4. That we set him apart to the work of the Christian ministry, that he may
return to Switzerland to preach the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.

Resolution 4 elicited quite a lengthy and interesting discussion, as also
No. 8 [sic], accompanied by a very touching appeal from Brother Ertzenberger.

At this point Elder J. N. Andrews introduced an interesting letter of
inquiry from H. Malcom, D.D., of Philadelphia.

Elder 1. Sanborn having written stating circumstances which would prevent
his attending the Conference, it was

VOTED, That we approve of the course of Elder Sanborn iIn attending to the
urgent interests of the cause iIn his section, rather than discontinuing his
discussion to attend this Conference.

Some time was then occupied in discussing the California mission, and
listening to the recital of interesting facts respecting that work.

Elder James White then spoke of the importance of issuing an "Appeal to the
Public™ to correct certain misapprehensions which exist in the minds of the
people concerning us. He spoke further of the importance of establishing a
Ministerial Institute to aid in the work of preparation for the ministry.

VOTED, That Elder White preach on this subject at his own convenience.

Adjourned to call of Committee.

THIRD SESSION, THURSDAY, 8 A_M.
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Prayer by U. Smith. Minutes of the last meeting omitted for want of time.

On motion of Elder J. N. Andrews, Professor Allen, delegate from the
Seventh-day Baptists, was unanimously received as a member of this body.

The following resolution was then read, and after interesting remarks from
Elder J. N. Andrews, Professor Allen, Elders Cottrell, Waggoner, Bates, and
White, was unanimously adopted.

SEVENTH-DAY BAPTISTS

RESOLVED, That we cordially welcome the representative of the Seventh-day
Baptist denomination, a people whom we esteem for their adherence to the
Sabbath of the Lord. That we express an earnest desire to maintain with them
relations
of Christian friendship, and, as far as the circumstances of our respective
bodies permit, to co-operate with them in leading our fellow-men to the sacred
observance of the fourth commandment.

On motion, the foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted by the entire
congregation.

The following resolution was then offered by Brother Andrews, and after
remarks by Brother White, and other brethren, it was amended by adding, "‘with
liberty, 1T he shall be unable to attend, to appoint his alternate,”™ and as
amended, was unanimously passed.

RESOLVED, That we appoint Elder James White as a delegate to the Seventh-

day Baptist General Conference, with liberty, if he should be unable to attend,
to appoint his alternate.

Brother Andrews then raised the question, What can we do for Switzerland,
which elicited many iInteresting remarks from the brethren.

Adjourned to call of chairman.
FOURTH SESSION, FRIDAY, 2:15 P.M., MARCH 18.

Prayer by Brother White. Subject of camp-meetings introduced, and
discussed at length.

On motion of Brother Andrews, the chair appointed a committee consisting of
one brother from each State, to take this matter into consideration.

On motion of Brother Bourdeau, Brother White was added to the committee.
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Brother Waggoner introduced the subject of a New England Conference.

VOTED, To recommend the formation of a New England Conference, to embrace
all the New England States.

The chair appointed the following as the committee: Minnesota, James White;
lowa, G. 1. Butler; Wisconsin, P. S. Thurston; 1llinois, R. F. Andrews;
Michigan, John Byington and S. H. King; Ohio, O. Mears; New York, J. M.
Lindsay; Vermont, A. C. Bourdeau; Massachusetts, S. N. Haskell; Rhode Island,
P. C. Rodman; Maine, J. B. Goodrich.

At this point, the Conference was pleased to listen to interesting matter
from Sister White respecting ministers, their failures and their duties.

Moved by Brother Waggoner, That this Conference show its concurrence in
the remarks of Sister White, by ordering their publication. Carried.

VOTED, That the President of the Conference take into consideration the
subject and the subjects of ordination.

FIFTH SESSION, SUNDAY, 8 A_M.

Prayer by Brother Bell.

VOTED, 1In view of the formation of a conference in New England, to release
the brethren there from paying into General Conference Funds, except as a
donation, from this date.

Brother White reported on Book Fund.

VOTED, That we hereby express our confidence in the wisdom and integrity
of Brother White in his management of the Book Fund, and that we request him to

continue to have charge of it.

Missionary work was taken into consideration. Brother Bourdeau made some
interesting statements respecting the work and prospects in Canada.

VOTED, To leave the matter of providing assistance for Brother
Ertzenberger in preparing works in the German, with General Conference
Committee; also the Canadian mission.

Adjourned to call of chairman.

SIXTH SESSION.

Prayer by Brother Van Horn. Camp-meeting committee reported. Report
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accepted and referred to General Conference Committee.
Committee in reference to California mission reported. Report accepted.

MOVED, To pay the California missionaries their own fare to field of
labor, transportation of tent, and tent and traveling expenses for themselves,
and a weekly allowance equal to the highest amount paid to any laborers in the
Conference.

On motion, Brother Bell was authorized to prepare blanks for ministers, to
secure uniformity in their accounts to Conference.

Adjourned to call of committee. James White, President.
Uriah Smith, Secretary.

NINTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings

Of the Ninth Annual Session of the General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

February 7, 1871

Conference assembled according to appointment in Review, February 7, 1871.
Prayer by Elder J. N. Andrews.

Delegates being called for, credentials were presented by the following
brethren:

New York and Pennsylvania Conference. J. N. Andrews.

Ohio. 1. D. Van Horn (by invitation of Conference).

Michigan and Indiana. James White, D. R. Palmer, S. H. King, E. H. Root,
James Harvey.

Illinois. R. F. Andrews.

Wisconsin. C. W. Olds.

lowa. George 1. Butler, D. M. Canright.

Minnesota. Stephen Pierce.

Maine. J. H. Waggoner (by invitation of Conference).

New England Conference. S. N. Haskell. By invitation of Conference, M. E.
Cornell also acted as delegate from New England.

Kansas and Missouri. R. J. Lawrence (by invitation of Conference).

On motion, all ministers present were invited to participate iIn the
deliberations of this Conference.
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Minutes of last Conference read and accepted.

a b c d e T g h i ]
Maine 1 5 9 194 $ 950.00 $ 10.00 $ 940.00
New England 2 2 16 300 3044 .60 3044.60 $ 160.00 500.00
Vermont 5 4 12 262 1501.34 172.01 1329.33 50.00 34.00
N.Y. & Penn. 5 5 24 589 2954 .07 201.54 2752 .53
Ohio 4 10 194 1220.01 108.50 1111.41 675.25
Michigan & Ind. 11 14 53 1543 5779.81 1851.93 3927.88 2000.00
Wisconsin 2 4 17 450 2551.00 2551.00 500.00 100.00
I1linois 2 4 8 178 875.00
Minnesota 2 2 9 250 990.50 990.50 100.00
lowa 2 4 18 400 2400.00 300.00 650.00
Kansas & Mo. 1 5
California Mis. 1 4 130 800.00 800.00
Swiss Mission 1 60

Total 35 48 185 4550 $23066.42 $2343.98 $18322.25

$1110.00$3959.25

aGeneral Conference Summary for the Year 1871. Names of Conferences.
bMinisters.

cLicentiates.

dChurches.

eNumber of Members.

fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.

gSystematic Benevolence used by the Churches.

hSystematic Benevolence Pledged to Conference.

1Systematic Benevolence Pledged to General Conference.

JSystematic Benevolence Fund on hand.

COMMITTEES APPOINTED
Auditing Committee. E. H. Root, James Harvey.
On Nominations. George 1. Butler, 1. Sanborn, E. H. Root.

On Resolutions. J. N. Andrews, D. M. Canright, James Harvey.

Elder H. P. Burdick, Seventh-day Baptist, being present, was invited to
participate in the deliberations of the Conference.

Missionary reports were called for, and presented by the following
brethren:

Elder J. H. Waggoner spoke of his labors in Maine, giving an encouraging
account of the prospects of the cause In that State.

Brother Cornell spoke of the cause iIn Boston, Massachusetts, and vicinity.
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Brother Lawrence spoke of labors in Kansas and Missouri. Reported five
organized churches iIn that Conference, and four other places where regular
meetings are held.

Brother Matteson spoke of his labor in the same field. He also gave a
very encouraging account of the interest he found among the Danes and
Norwegians iIn Michigan and Wisconsin.

Brother White spoke of his labors in different parts of the field,
especially during the camp-meeting season, referring for particulars to his
reports published in the Review.

Treasurer™s report presented, showing the following result:

Indebtedness of Conference at last report---$ 272.90

Received from March 15, 1870 to Feb. 7, 1871 $3261.42
Paid out as per book, during same time------ 2535.16
Balance in Treasury Feb. 7, 1871--———————- 453.36
$3261.42

Report accepted.

By vote it was left to the General Conference Committee to arrange for
preaching during the Conference.

Adjourned to 3 p.m.
SECOND SESSION

Committee on Nominations reported for President, the coming year, James
White; Secretary, U. Smith; Treasurer, A. P. Van Horn; Executive Committee,
James White, J. N. Andrews, W. H. Littlejohn.

These persons were thereupon elected to their respective offices.

Committee on Resolutions reported the following for the consideration of
the Conference:

1. RESOLVED, That we recognize in the present condition of the Pope of
Rome and the Sultan of Turkey, unmistakable evidence that we have reached the
very conclusion of the great lines of prophecy, and that our confidence In the
speedy advent of our Lord is unwavering. Adopted.

2. RESOLVED, That we cherish the cause of the Sabbath, identified as it
is with that of the moral law, as holy and elevated, and that we pledge
ourselves
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to continue earnest effort that we may lead many to its sacred observance.
Adopted.

3. RESOLVED, That we deeply regret the circumstances which rendered it
impracticable that our delegate to the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference
should attend the session of that body last September. We recall with much
satisfaction the visit of their delegate, Professor Jonathan Allen, at our
session one year since; and we express anew our earnest desire to maintain with
this body of Sabbath-keepers the most friendly Christian relation. And as the
most suitable manner to give effect to this feeling, we again appoint our
esteemed Brother Elder James White to represent us as a delegate to this
people, with power, iIn case of iInability to attend, to appoint a substitute.

After interesting remarks by Elders J. N. Andrews and H. P. Burdick, this
resolution was adopted.

4. RESOLVED, That we highly appreciate the faithful and abundant labors
of Elder James White in many departments of the work as preacher, writer,
general
publishing agent, and editor, and also as having the care of many other matters
pertaining to the advancement of the cause, and the well-being of mankind. We
consider that the prosperity which has attended his management of our
publishing interests fully sustains and justifies the statements of the
Testimonies
relative to his call to this position. And while we earnestly invite him to
retain his oversight of the work of publication, we do, as an act of justice,
request him to take a furlough that shall be sufficient to enable him fully to
recover his wonted strength. We judge that a much smaller amount of business
might be well for some months to come, and that this could be placed in the
hands of others, who should act with his counsel. Adopted.

5. RESOLVED, That we re-affirm our abiding confidence in the Testimonies
of Sister White to the church, as the teaching of the Spirit of God, and that
we have each year continual and growing evidence that they are such. Adopted.

6. A sixth resolution touching the Health reform, after remarks by
Brethren Waggoner, White, and Burdick, was recommitted to the committee for a
revision
of its phraseology.

7. RESOLVED, That we express our deep interest in the work of Brother
Matteson in carrying the truth to the Danes and Norwegians in our country, and
that we assure him of our sympathy and support. Adopted.

8. WHEREAS, God has shown that there should be picked men at the heart
of the work, and,
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WHEREAS, Heretofore the cause has suffered for the lack of such men who
would help to bear burdens, and,

WHEREAS, We think there are those among us who would please God and
relieve his overtasked servants by coming and helping in such things as they
could do, therefore,

RESOLVED, That a committee of three be appointed to select such men to
remove to Battle Creek, as they shall think duty calls to this place. Adopted.

9. RESOLVED, That we regret the lack of a missionary spirit among our
people, and that we encourage proper men and women, especially the young, to
consecrate themselves to the work of God; not simply as ministers and
lecturers, but as helpers in the various departments of the cause, 1In
organizing
Sabbath-schools, visiting from house to house, circulating books, etc., where
our lecturers have first opened the way. Adopted.

Adjourned to 6:30 p.m.
THIRD SESSION

This session was occupied with a general consideration of the wants of the
cause in all parts of the field. Remarks were made by Brethren Pierce, White,
Andrews, Haskell, Canright, Waggoner, and others. From Maine to Minnesota,
and in Washington Territory, Oregon, and California, most pressing needs exist;
and from all these places most urgent calls come in. Most stirring remarks
were made on the duty of all to take hold of the work, and do what they can, iIn
any
manner they can, to forward the work, to avoid sectional feeling, as the cause
IS one, and to pray the Lord of the harvest to raise up laborers to go forth
into his vineyard.

FOURTH SESSION
Wednesday, 4:30 p.m. The chair, being empowered to nominate the committee
called for in Resolution 8, presented the names of the following persons, who
were chosen to do the work there specified: E. H. Root, S. H. King, J. F.
Carman.

FIFTH SESSION

February 11, 6 p.m. Brother H. W. Kellogg of Vermont, having arrived,
presented credentials as delegate from that Conference.

The Committee on Resolutions presented Resolution 6 as amended:
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RESOLVED, That while we humbly confess and deeply deplore the fact that
errors have been committed in the management of the Health Institute and Health
Reformer, we yet express our heartfelt thanks that they have been the means of
spreading much light and doing much good in this sacred work, and we invite our
people to give them their support; and we hereby pledge ourselves to unite with
them all iIn renewing our interest in the cause of health reform. Adopted.

On motion, it was left with the General Conference Committee to secure
laborers for the camp-meetings.

Fourteen camp-meetings were called for by the delegates from different
states.

The President of the Conference was requested, by vote, to prepare a work
on the subject of camp-meetings.

SIXTH SESSION

Sunday, 7:15 P.M. Brother Andrews spoke In regard to the Benevolent
Association, formed in 1868, and read from the Review the objects for which
the organization was instituted.

Brethren E. H. Root, S. H. King, and J. F. Carman were authorized to act
with the General Conference Committee to induce such persons to remove to
Battle Creek as can be a help in the work, and effect the removal from the
place of
such persons as can be of no help here.

The Library fund was left In the care of the Trustees of the Publishing
Association.

Brother Harvey having to leave, Brother S. H. King was chosen to supply his
place on the Auditing Committee.

SEVENTH SESSION

The chairman being empowered to appoint a committee to designate certain
persons to write essays on the objects of the Missionary Society, Benevolent
Association, Health Reform, etc., declined to act; whereupon the matter was
left with the Committee on Publications.

Brethren Andrews, Cornell, and Canright, were chosen to arrange time and
subjects for the lecture course. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.
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Conference

Conference convened, at Battle Creek, Michigan, according to appointment,
December 29, 1871, at 9 a.m., and was opened with the usual exercises.

The following delegates were present:

Jacob Hare and L. McCoy, of lowa.
E. H. Root, J. F. Carman, and S. A. McPherson, of Michigan.
Stephen Pierce, of Minnesota.
Oliver Mears, of Ohio.

CLUTGW>T>W!m
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Haskell, of Massachusetts.
. Bourdeau, of Vermont.

. Andrews, of New York.

. Thurston and D. Downer, of Wisconsin.
. Bennet, of I1llinois.

. Rogers, of Missouri.

Reports from the different State Conferences show the

the General Conference to be as follows:--

present standing of

a b ¢ d e T g h i J
Maine 2 2 9 203 $ 1046.84 $ 5.93 $ 1040.91 $ 100.00 $ 9.45
N. E. Conf. 2 1 16 300 3544 .60 3544 .60 550.00 350.00
Vermont 5 4 12 284 1658.00 1400.00
New York 7 3 31 539 2861.00 2592 .63 500.00
Ohio 0 4 9 204 1115.50 150.00 965.50 150.00 234 .89
Mich.&Ind. 11 14 53 1543 5779.81 1851.93 3927.88 2000.00
Wisconsin 3 8 24 640 3200.00 400.00 309.00
I1linois 2 4 12 246 1560.17 1560.17 50.00 341.60
Minnesota 2 2 9 250 990.50 990.50 100.00
lowa 2 4 18 400 2400.00 300.00 650.00
Kansas&Mo. 1 5
California 2 4 130 800.00 800.00
Swiss Mis. 1 2 62 1000.00

Total 40 46 204 4801 $25956.42 $2007.86 $16822.19 $2150.00

$3894 .94

aGeneral Conference Summary for year 1872.

Names of Conferences.
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bMinisters.

cLicentiates.

dChurches.

eNumber of Members.

fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.

gSystematic Benevolence Fund used by the Churches.
hSystematic Benevolence Pledged to State Conference.
i1Systematic Benevolence Fund Pledged to General Conference.
JSystematic Benevolence Fund on hand.

On motion, all visiting brethren were invited to participate iIn the
deliberations of the Conference.

Brother Waggoner announced the presence of Elder N. Wardner, delegate from
the Seventh-day Baptists; whereupon he was invited to take his seat with the
delegates. On taking his seat, Elder Wardner remarked:--

"It is with much pleasure that I have the privilege of meeting with you. 1
have watched the history of your denomination with a great deal of interest;
and | admire the perseverance, consecration, and earnestness, which seem to
characterize all your movements. While there are some things that I, of
course, do not exactly see as you do, there are many points that I do; and on
these |
most heartily strike hands with you. 1 believe that in all matters of
practice, so far as practical duties are concerned, we are a unit. There are
some
differences of doctrine; but 1 cannot help indulging the fond hope that we
may come nearer together than we are, by a mutual Interchange of thoughts and
feelings. We all profess to take the Scriptures as our only guide in faith and
practice; and 1T we are all honest, we may come to see eye to eye, or as nearly
so, as we may expect persons to do who are differently organized. 1 am very
much interested in that despised sentiment which we all hold; that is, the
Sabbath. And 1 attribute the interest now manifested on the subject of the
Sabbath 1n the world, largely to your efforts. And I am happy to say that your
course has served to stimulate us. |1 bid you God-speed in the work.™

To the foregoing remarks from Brother Wardner, Brother J. N. Andrews
responded as follows:--

"It gives me great pleasure this morning to greet Brother Wardner, as a
delegate from the Seventh-day Baptist people; and the remarks he has made have
touched my heart, as they have, no doubt yours. It was my pleasure iIn the
month of September last, to meet with the Seventh-day Baptist brethren in their
General Conference; and 1 am happy to be able to say to you, that 1 there
received a brotherly and cordial greeting--a greeting such as | hope will be
extended here to Brother Wardner. |1 there met with a large body of Sabbath-
keepers, who, unlike us, have kept the Sabbath from their childhood; and there
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is nothing that gives me greater pleasure than to know that the two bodies of
Sabbath-keepers are drawing together. | expressed there the hope that we might
be like the two wings of the same army; that instead of acting In a manner to
thwart each other, we may turn our weapons against the common enemies of the
truth, and co-operate together in forwarding the great cause of Sabbath reform.
I am very happy to hear the remarks of Brother Wardner; and I would say to him,
We reciprocate your feelings, and we wish to co-operate with you in leading men
and women to the observance of the Sabbath of the Lord."

Remarks by the chairman: "Brother Andrews has expressed my feelings and the
Tfeelings of this body of Seventh-day Adventists. | wish to make a few further
remarks in this direction. When we commenced the work in Maine, about a
quarter of a century ago, it was from a very small beginning. Our venerable
Brother
Bates began to write upon the subject of the Sabbath. Brother Andrews and
myself also began, as we had opportunity, to teach i1t. There were but a score
of us. But the Seventh-day Baptists heard of us, and sent Elder S. S. Griswold
away down into Oxford County in Maine to see us. We had no knowledge, really,
of the Seventh-day Baptists, and we hardly knew what to say, or how to meet
that effort on the part of that body to seek a mutual iInterest with us. We
were exceedingly busy with our work; and 1 look back with regret upon the fact
that we did not reciprocate their efforts as we should have done.

"At a later period the Corresponding Secretary of their Conference was
instructed to write to me at Rochester, New York. I now see that I met that
in a manner rather calculated to repulse than to encourage more fraternal
feelings. And still later, men who sailed under our colors, men we could not
control, and who have since apostatized, did a bad work in Pennsylvania. And
as we have been pushing out, and breaking our way along, we have hardly been
able to hold our own members in discipline. And while we have been urging the
work forward, much of It has been a matter of experiment with us, and there
have been more or less extremes on this hand and on that, as In every such
case, and our people iIn some parts of the country have appeared to very poor
advantage, sometimes, before the Seventh-day Baptists. We felt convicted some
four years since that we did not sustain the proper relation to this people;
and a committee was appointed to address them. Elder Andrews was on that
committee, and wrote that address. The Seventh-day Baptists responded to it.
And 1 have always regarded our movement toward them as a duty we owed to them,
not only because in reference to practical truth we stand on the same platform,
but because we, In our zeal In times past, have said and done some things that
were calculated to alienate their feelings from us. | was very grateful that
in response to that action, the Seventh-day Baptists sent Professor Jonathan
Allen as a delegate to our body. His gentlemanly and Christian deportment
among us won our hearts. We were also happy to learn of the cordial reception
Brother Andrews met at their late Conference. This i1s a matter that takes
hold of my feelings, and I shall be obliged to cease speaking.

"1 must, however, here mention some courtesies that have been extended by
them to me personally. At Milton, Wisconsin, when we were there last summer,
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on the occasion of our camp-meeting, a large number of Seventh-day Baptists
attended the meeting. 1 spoke as I usually do, touching upon the law and the
Sabbath In my remarks. After the meeting, they crowded around me to extend

to me the hand of friendship, one and another introducing themselves to me as
Seventh-day Baptists. We were cordially received by Brother Carpenter, also,
of that place. We have just returned from a visit to Westerly, Rhode Island.
There we met a good reception. In the largest hall of the place, they gave us
a good hearing, and manifested much iInterest. 1 had a very pleasant interview
with Elder Tomlinson, who extended to me all the courtesies that could be
asked of one of that denomination. The remark has been made by Brother Wardner
that "in all practical truth we are a unit.” Thank God for that. These are
the main pillars. In some points of theory we may see an importance that our
Seventh-day Baptist brethren do not see. We are not inclined to urge these.
And we will try to remember that, on these points, they do not differ with us
any further than we differ with them. The spirit of brotherly kindness, of
Christian courtesy, of charity and liberality of feeling iIs a great deal more
in harmony with the Spirit of God, than iIs the reverse, as manifested in
contention and debate; and we shall be much more likely to be led together by
the Spirit of God while cherishing happy relations than while cherishing a
spirit of

contention that might gender strife and division. 1 am very happy to know that
such relations do exist; and iIn this | speak the sentiments of my brethren.
God grant that they may continue and increase."

Minutes of the last meeting were then read and accepted.

The following committees were appointed by the chair:--

On Auditing: L. McCoy, of lowa; and J. F. Carman, of Michigan.

On Nominations: S. N. Haskell, of Massachusetts; Jacob Hare, of lowa; and
Oliver Mears, of Ohio.

On Resolutions: Elder J. N. Andrews, Elder J. H. Waggoner, and U. Smith.

On Preaching: Elders D. T. Bourdeau, W. H. Littlejohn, and S. Pierce.

Reports from missionaries being now In order, Brother A. C. Bourdeau spoke
of his labor among the French iIn Canada, the prosperity of the work there, and
his need of French tracts to aid in spreading the truth among that people.
Brother Waggoner spoke of his labors in Indiana, and the calls from Tennessee
and Virginia. Brother E. B. Lane spoke for Tennessee and Indiana. Brother
Matteson spoke of the cause of truth among the Danes and Norwegians, giving
some very touching statements respecting the work and prospects among that
people.

At the second session, 1:45 p.m., the Committee on Resolutions reported
the following, which were adopted:

1. RESOLVED, That we gratefully acknowledge the providence of God in
calling our attention, as a people, to truths of such priceless value as the
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doctrine of the advent of our Lord at the door; the closing work of our High
Priest In the heavenly sanctuary; the three messages of Revelation 14; the
Sabbath and the law of God; the subject of Christian temperance; the nature
and order of the work of the Judgment; the doctrine of spiritual gifts; the
nature and destiny of man; the final restoration of our earth to i1ts original
excellence and glory; and the gathering together of the while family of the
redeemed at the return of our Lord in the clouds of heaven.

2. RESOLVED, that while our faith has ever led us to look with great
interest upon the signs of the times, the events of the past year are
peculiarly impressive; among which we enumerate the prostration of the papal
civil power; the condition of the kingdoms of Europe, especially the humbling
of those which have been supporters of the papacy; the present relation which
Russia and Turkey sustain to each other; the work of spiritualism; the
preparation for the formation of the image of Revelation 13:14, 15, in the
Sunday movement; the terrible storms by sea and by land; the alarming increase
of earthquakes; the fearful tidal waves; the wonderful "flame of devouring
fire;" the likeness of our days, in point of crime, to those of Noah and of
Lot; and finally the more extensive proclamation of the three predicted
messages of warning of Revelation 14. And we express our deep conviction that
all these
things indicate the speedy approach of the final day, and by these things we
are called upon to renew our consecration to the important and responsible work
of
warning our fellow-men of the judgments of God now impending.

3. RESOLVED, That it is high time that we consecrate ourselves to the
work of God in a manner worthy of i1ts exalted character. We cannot doubt the
brevity of the period which remains for labor; we see our fellow-men asleep to
their
danger; to our hands God has entrusted the very truths which they need to
understand in order to make preparation for the grand events before us; his
providence has also given us great facilities for the promulgation of his
truth; and we cannot doubt that he will call us to a strict account for the
manner 1in
which, as a people, we labor to save our fellow-men.

4. RESOLVED, That we recognize the wisdom of God in connecting with the
doctrine of the advent at hand the practical truths of the moral law as the
great standard of right by which we shall be tested in the Judgment itself;
and that we express our deep gratitude to God that he has placed the work of
the Third Angel®s Message under the special guidance of the spirit of prophecy.

5. RESOLVED, That we express our gratification with the prosperity and
future prospects of the Health Institute, In respect to i1ts financial
management, its excellent order, its success in the treatment of disease, and
its moral and religious influence. That we consider that this favorable
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state of the Institute is, under the blessing of God, owing to the interest
taken In its behalf by Brother White, to the care and labor of the Trustees,
and to the faithfulness of the physicians and helpers. And from personal
observation we heartily recommend the Institute to all as worthy of their
confidence and their patronage.

6. RESOLVED, That we recognize the providence of God in Brother White"s
being so long placed at the head of the publishing iInterest; that it has been,
through his efficient labor and management, raised from a very small beginning
to a large and prosperous work; and the result of the labor of the past three
years is evidence of the capacity of the Association to do a great work when
faithfully and efficiently managed. And,

7. RESOLVED, That, in view of the long and untiring labor of Brother
White in the publishing department in connection with his other cares and
responsibilities; and in view of our present facilities for publishing, we
believe 1t to be just and right, and according to the mind of the Spirit of
God, that Brother White should no longer labor so hard and bear so many
burdens of this work; that we consider it far more important that, as a
counsellor and minister, his life and strength be preserved to the cause,
than that the Association should continue to increase its means to any great
extent; and i1If the interests of our work demand a further extension of means
and facilities for publishing the truth, it is better that the numerous
friends of the cause supply the want from their abundance than that our most
faithful and efficient laborer be utterly prostrated by over-taxing his mental
and physical powers.

8. RESOLVED, That we cordially welcome the delegate of the Seventh-day
Baptist General Conference, Elder Nathan Wardner; that we are happy to accept
this evidence of a fraternal feeling on the part of that body which has so long
stood before the world as vindicators of the integrity of God"s holy law. And
we rejoice that there is even one religious body in our land that we are able
to meet on common ground on the important subject of the Sabbath of the Lord
our
God.

Pending the adoption of this resolution, Elder Wardner remarked:--

"1 wish to express my gratitude, and appreciation of the sentiment of that
resolution. And I wish to say that we were very glad indeed to welcome
Brother Andrews, as your delegate to our General Conference. He made a very
favorable impression upon us; and 1 am glad to think that, as a denomination,
we were enabled to look upon you iIn a different light from what many of us had
ever been able to look upon you before. And we hope that this fraternal
feeling will continue. The next General Conference of our body iIs to convene
with the
church of which I am pastor. In connection with the Conference will be held
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the bi-centennial celebration of the existence of our denomination in America.
We

expect the exercises will be of great interest. Important papers will be
presented by those who have been appointed to prepare them. We hope to be able
to welcome a delegate from your body at that time, and many others of your
people who may find it convenient to attend. We have an influence over each
other. You attribute to us, somewhat, the beginning of the Sabbath work among
you, one of our sisters having introduced it to your people. We attribute to
one of your sisters the commencement of a very important movement among us.
This sister came to teach school in the southern part of Illinois, in the
neighborhood of a Brother Kelly. This brother had learned while in the army,
from some papers we had sent there, that there was such a denomination as
Seventh-day Baptists. When this sister went to board in his house, he wanted
to know why her practice differed from that of others. She was free to tell
him. He found that he could not answer the arguments. Some points not being
altogether satisfactory to his mind, he turned toward the Seventh-day Baptists,
with the thought that perhaps he would there find views which he could more
readily entertain. After some efforts by way of correspondence, he finally
obtained some of our publications, and learned more of us as a people. At
length he wrote to me, and wished me to come down and help him in his work, as
he was engaged in the work of the ministry. A violent persecution arose
against him on account of his change of views with regard to the Sabbath. He
was

gagged, and not allowed to speak in defense of his course, and was separated
from his church, and so disposed of. Soon there was a sufficient number of
Sabbath-keepers to form a little church in his neighborhood, which Brother L.
Andrus helped him to organize. The next winter 1 assisted him to organize
another church in another neighborhood. The work spread, and, In short, as
the result of the movement, commenced by the faithfulness of that Seventh-day
Adventist sister, nine Baptist ministers have embraced the Sabbath, four
churches are organized, and one more Is about ready for organization. So we
cannot help but strike hands if we would; and let as not try to help 1t. The
time i1s coming when we shall have to suffer together for our faith; and we
might as well begin to sympathize with each other now. Let brotherly love
continue.™

Resolutions were still further presented and adopted as follows:

9. RESOLVED, That we deem it duty to especially acknowledge the hand of
God in planting the truth in Switzerland; and that we feel very deep interest
in the promotion of the work in that country, and will, so far as the
providence of God shall open our way, do what lies in our power to assist iIn
the spread of
the truth iIn that country and in other countries of Europe.

10. RESOLVED, That we cordially invite our young men who have the cause
of God at heart, and who are constrained by the love of Christ so to do, to
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present themselves as candidates for the ministry.

11. RESOLVED, That we still cherish the subject of Christian temperance
as represented in the health reform as every way worthy of the attention and
regard of Christian men and women; and we consider It an important part of our
present
work of preparation, whereby God*s people may be purified and strengthened to
pass through the perils of the last days and fitted for translation at the
appearing of our Lord.

12. RESOLVED, That in view of the great saving of money, and the increase
of health and strength, and of the general blessing of God enjoyed by us as a
people, because of adopting the health reform, we hereby recommend that ten
thousand dollars be raised as a thank-offering, to be used as a fund for the
issuing of health publications.

13. WHEREAS, The providence of God has thrown multitudes of foreigners
into our land, where we may reach them with the present truth without the labor
and expense of foreign missionary work, therefore

RESOLVED, That we will, with renewed interest and zeal, take hold of the
work of missions among the foreign born population of this land, not only for
their own sakes, but as one of the most efficient means of spreading to other
lands a message which is to go to many nations, kindreds, tongues, and peoples.

14. WHEREAS, At the time when the Association was formed, Brother White
voluntarily transferred to it the ownership of the Adventist Review, and for
this received nothing; and

WHEREAS, After the period of serious loss sustained by the Publishing
Association in other hands, i1t has, since I1ts return to his management, shown
a large iIncrease iIn its assets, the direct result, under God, of his wise
management and his severe labor, therefore

RESOLVED, That the time has now come when it is clearly the duty of the
Association to perform an act of justice iIn paying Brother White the full value
of what he freely gave into the hands of the Association in transferring the
Review to that body.

On motion, the chair appointed the following brethren a committee on wills:
W. H. Littlejohn, James Harvey, L. P. Bailey.

The Committee on Nominations reported the following-named persons as the
officers of the General Conference for the coming year, who were thereupon
elected to the offices named: President, George I. Butler; Secretary, U. Smith;
Treasurer, Mrs. A. P. Van Horn; Conference Committee, George 1. Butler, of
lowa; lra Abbey, of New York; and S. N. Haskell, of Massachusetts.
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The Treasurer®s report for the past year was presented as follows:--

Cash on hand February 1, 1871-——-——-——————————— $ 453.36
Amount received during the year----—————————-— 3620.45

Total - ————_———— 4073.81
Total amount paid out during the year-----—-- 3156.82
Balance on hand December 25, 1871----—————-—-—- 916.99

A. P. Van Horn, Treasurer

On motion, it was voted to hold a general camp-meeting In the southern
part of Michigan, about the first of June, 1872.

On motion, Elder James White was chosen as our delegate to the next General
Conference of the Seventh-day Baptists, with Elder J. H. Waggoner alternate.

At the sixth and seventh sessions, motions were made and unanimously
carried, to the following effect:

1. The case of G. S. West, as set forth In a communication received from
him, was referred for adjudication to the General Conference Committee for
1872.

2. The Michigan and Indiana Conference was recommended to divide, the
brethren in Indiana to form a Conference by themselves, to be called the
Indiana State Conference.

3. Elder D. T. Bourdeau was recommended to labor awhile in Kentucky,
according to openings existing there.

4. Elder Wardner was requested to furnish for publication In the Review
the sermon preached by him before the Conference, on first-day forenoon.

5. The action of the lowa Conference in sending Brethren Osborn and Hare
to labor i1n Kentucky, was approved.

6. The President elect of this Conference, Elder G. I. Butler, was
invited
to visit the Eastern States, and acquaint himself with the wants of the cause
in all parts of the field.

7. 1t was recommended that the articles appearing at the present time iIn
the Review, on the two-horned beast, entitled, "The United States iIn the
Light of Prophecy,™ be published in book form.

8. It was recommended that the review of Preble now appearing iIn the
Review, be published in book form; and that the first chapter, with such
other matter as may be thought proper to be connected with it, be published
by i1tself for extended circulation.

9. Elder James White was appointed to write a Conference Address, to be
presented at the opening of the next General Conference.

10. The formation of Tract and Missionary Societies was recommended, and
a committee appointed, with brother Haskell to assist, in perfecting a plan
for their formation.
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W. H. Littlejohn, J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, and I. D. Van Horn, were
named as said Committee.

11. The Conference voted to send out Brother Matteson as a missionary
among the Danes and Norwegians and become responsible for any deficiency
in his pay from the different States.

12. Brother Littlejohn was recommended to employ a person to attend him,
and the General Conference voted to become responsible for the expense.

At the eighth session, January 3, at nine o"clock a.m., the committee on
Tract Societies reported. Their report was accepted, and it was left with
them to prepare a constitution and plan of operation for such societies, for
publication.

The matter of courses of instruction, for those designing to enter the
ministry in the different States, was referred to the General Conference
Committee.

In view of the urgent calls for labor in the East and South, the question
was raised whether Brother M. E. Cornell should not be recalled from
California.

The matter was referred to the General Conference Committee.

The matter of translating some of our works into the German language was
taken up, and left in the hands of the General Conference Committee.

Brother R. J. Lawrence was advised to labor in the Missouri and Kansas
Conference the coming year.

The report from Switzerland was read, whereupon it was voted and carried,
1. That we accept i1t with gratitude. 2. That i1t be published In the Review.
3. That the General Conference Committee respond to it.

After a report from Brother Bourdeau respecting the French Mission, It was
voted that the General Conference assume the responsibility of sustaining the
Vermont Conference in supporting labor among the French Canadians.

On motion, it was voted to extend to William S. Ingraham, the sympathy of
the Conference iIn his affliction, and to recommend to the Directors of the
Health Institute to invite him to spend two or three months at the Institute.

It was recommended that Elder 1. D. Van Horn spend two weeks in Mendon,
Ohio, and that the Ohio Conference invite Brother 0. Mears to visit and labor
for the churches in that Conference.

It was recommended that Brother D. M. Canright spend a considerable portion
of the coming year In Minnesota.
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Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

ELEVENTH ANNUAL SESSION
Proceedings of the Eleventh Annual Meeting
of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
March 11, 1873

Conference convened, according to appointment, in Battle Creek, Michigan,
March 11, 1873, at 9 a.m.

Prayer by Brother Andrews. The following delegates were present:--

New England Conference: S. N. Haskell.

Vermont: A. S. Hutchins.

New York and Pennsylvania: E. B. Gaskell, H. Lindsay.
Ohio: Oliver Mears.

Michigan: H. S. Woolsey, I. D. Van Horn, P. Strong.
Indiana: Isaac Zirkle.

Wisconsin: O. H. Pratt.

I1linois: R. F. Andrews.

lowa and Nebraska: R. M. Kilgore, George 1. Butler.
Minnesota: D. M. Canright.

Kansas and Missouri: T. J. Butler.

California: James White.

Swiss Mission: J. Matteson.

By vote, all the friends of the cause present were invited to participate
in the deliberations of the Conference.

Minutes of last meeting read and accepted.

State Conference reports show the following exhibit of the standing of the
General conference at the present time:--

a b c¢c d e Li g h i J
Maine 1 2 9 178 $1102.13 $ 1102.13 $ 100.00 $ 45.49
N.E. Conf. 2 1 15 325 3000.00 3000.00 600.00 800.00
Vermont 5 5 14 323 1780.22 1780.22 75.00

N.Y. & Pa. 9 1 34 656 3785.15 378.51 3406.64 957.49

Ohio 1 4 9 185 1479.59 123.43 1356.07 250.00 310.00
Michigan 13 19 54 1616 6528.72 2615.86 3912.86 1500.00 1906.88
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Indiana 5 150 1000.00 1000.00 100.00 482.88
Wisconsin 317 25 650 2517.20 500.00 2017.20 1.00
Illinois 3 7 12 260 1600.00 200.00 1400.00
Minnesota 2 7 15 400 2000.00 2000.00 100.00
lowa & Neb. 8 9 30 700 3118.00 623.00 2495.00 1138.20
Kansas & Mo. 1 10 6 120 375.00 375.00 100.00
California 2 1 7 238 2151.57 2151.57
Swiss Mission 1 4 74 250.00 250.00

Total 51 83 239 5875%$30687 .49 $4440.80%$26246.69 $3582.49 $4884.45
aGeneral Conference Summary for Year 1873. Names of Conferences.
bMinisters.
cLicentiates.
dChurches.
eNumber of Members.
fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.
gSystematic Benevolence Fund used by the Churches.
hSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged to State Conferences.
i1Systematic Benevolence Fund Pledged to General Conference.
JSystematic Benevolence Fund on hand.

The address to be presented by Brother White was made the special order for

the opening of the afternoon session.
On motion, the following committees were appointed by the chair:
On Auditing. Harmon Lindsay, 0. Mears.
On Nominations. J. N. Andrews, D. M. Canright, A. S. Hutchins.
On Resolutions. U. Smith, J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner.
On Preaching. H. S. Woolsey, Harmon Lindsay, E. B. Gaskill.
On motion, a committee of three was appointed to report improvements in the

general workings of our Conference. The following persons were appointed by
the chair as that committee: J. N. Andrews, U. Smith, H. S. Woolsey.

Reports from missionaries being called for, the following brethren
responded: Brother White, Brother Canright, Brother Matteson.

Adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

SECOND SESSION
Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Elder D. M. Canright. Brother
White not being present, the regular business, hearing reports from
missionaries, was resumed. Elder S. N. Haskell spoke in reference to his
labors in New England and New York. Brother White then followed with an
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interesting and stirring address.

THIRD SESSION

Prayer by S. N. Haskell. Elder S. Burdick was received as delegate from
the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference. Remarks by Elders Andrews and
White. Brother Matteson spoke further of the Danish Mission, followed by
Brother Rasmussen.

The question of brethren moving to Battle Creek, was introduced. Brother
White stated that the thing was working slow but well. Brother Andrews spoke,
Brother Butler followed. The question was referred to a committee of three,
appointed by the chair, as follows: J. N. Andrews, D. M. Canright, R. M.
Kilgore.

The matter of the school was introduced and discussed by Brother Andrews
and referred to the General Conference Committee, they to report to this
Conference some steps to be taken to accomplish the object in view.

Adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

FOURTH SESSION

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by Brother White. The Committee on
Nominations reported the following brethren for the officers of the Conference
the coming year, who were thereupon unanimously elected: President, George 1.
Butler; Secretary, U. Smith; Treasurer, E. B. Gaskell; Conference Committee,
George 1. Butler, S. N. Haskell, Harmon Lindsay.

The Committee on Resolutions reported the following, which were adopted:--

RESOLVED, That we greatly rejoice iIn the success of missionary labor in
its various branches. The wonderful conversions which have taken place from
the
reading of our publications should stimulate all to renewed efforts in the work
of the Tract and Missionary Society. And the success of the Danish Mission
encourages us to make more earnest efforts to present the truth to people of
other tongues.

RESOLVED, That we regard the Health Reform as an important part of our
work, and that we learn with great pleasure of the prosperity of the Health
Institute, which we believe is designed of Providence to exert a great
influence, not only iIn healing the sick, but in imparting light and knowledge
on the subject of our responsibility to regard the laws of our being.
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RESOLVED, That we regard it as the imperative duty of Seventh-day
Adventists to take immediate steps for the formation of an Educational Society,
and the establishment of a denominational school.

RESOLVED, That while steps should be taken to secure a good moral
influence i1n the community where the school shall be located, as a safeguard to
iIts best
interests, some provision should also be made to guard the community (as well
as the school) against evil influences which may be imported in the persons of
unsanctified and ungovernable pupils; and we therefore recommend that those who
have charge of the school shall require a certificate, from proper sources,
that the applicants for admission are persons suitable to be received into the
school, and that whenever their course is detrimental to the school, or the
community, they shall be promptly discharged.

RESOLVED, That while we cherish a deep and abiding regard for the precious
truths which have been brought out for this time, we can but esteem highly for
their works® sake, those who have been instrumental in their promulgation; and
we pledge ourselves to stand by and strengthen the hands of those who are
called to occupy the most prominent places in this cause which we so dearly
love.

The question of translating tracts into other languages, was discussed by
Elder White, Elder Matteson, and Elder Jorgensen.

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the Trustees of the Publishing Association
that they put forth an earnest effort to secure the preparation of a suitable
series of tracts for translation into other languages, and to secure the best
translators for these tracts, and also, by all possible means to oversee this
work of translation, that it be done in the best manner possible.

The committee appointed to report improvements in the workings of the
General Conference, submitted the following report:--

The committee to whom was referred the question, "What can be done to
render our General Conference of greater interest to the mass of our people?”
recommend the following as worthy of trial:--

1. That our Conference should be opened with an anniversary sermon, and
that several discourses suitable to different portions of our Conference work
shall be preached as introductory to those proceedings. We specify, iIn
particular, a missionary discourse and one concerning the proper education of
men for the Christian ministry. We suggest, also, the appointment of persons
to speak on subjects of interest to be selected by the Conference, these
appointments to be made one year in advance.

2. We propose that all the members of our churches who may be present
shall be considered as members of the Conference and entitled to act as
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such. This is not designed to supersede the sending of regular delegates from
each Conference, nor is it designed to change the relative strength of the
State Conference as each Conference iIn case of a contested vote shall count
according to the number of delegates to which it is entitled.

This report was laid on the table.

The treasurer”s report was read as follows:

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Amount on hand at the time of last report, Dec. 25, 1871--—--———- $ 916.99
Amount received during the year----------———— - —————————— 5624 .31

Total--————— $6541.30
Amount paid out during the year-------————————————————————————— $2164.67
Balance i1n treasury at the present time-----——————————————————— $4376.63

Mrs. A. P. Van Horn,
Treasurer.

The report was referred to the Auditing Committee.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

FIFTH SESSION

Called Thursday at 3:15 p.m. Prayer by Brother Andrews. The committee on
removals to Battle Creek, reported verbally through the chairman, recommending
"that this Conference request the General Conference Committee to continue the
same course of action as that which has been pursued the past year, relative
to removal of families to Battle Creek.”™ Which recommendation was adopted.

The report of the committee on the workings of our Conference, which was
laid on the table, was now taken up and discussed by George 1. Butler, J. N.
Andrews, and H. S. Woolsey. The report was amended by striking off the second
recommendation, and the report was then adopted.

It was moved and carried, That the chairman appoint a committee of three
to make the appointments called for in the report. The following were
appointed as that committee: S. N. Haskell, U. Smith, E. B. Gaskell.

Among the papers presented to the Conference, were reports from
Switzerland, Indiana, Alabama, Chicago, California, and Minnesota.

The California Conference and the Indiana Conference were received into the
General Conference.
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The Michigan Conference was requested to grant a request from Elder J. N.
Loughborough to be transferred to California, where he is now located.

Adjourned to 9 a.m., Friday.

SIXTH SESSION

Prayer by Elder S. Burdick. The committee, to whom was referred the matter
of the school, submitted the following report:--

WHEREAS, The opening fields of labor before us demand laborers who can
teach the word in several languages. And,

WHEREAS, The peculiar wants of our people, In order to properly educate
their sons and daughters make 1t necessary that we should establish a
denominational school. Therefore,

RESOLVED, That while it becomes our duty to pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send forth laborers, we also regard it as our duty to establish a
school,
guarded by sound moral and religious influence, where those who give themselves
to the work of the Lord may discipline their minds to study, and at least
qualify themselves to read, speak, and write the English language correctly;
where our people can send their sons and daughters with comparative safety; and
where men and women may study those languages especially now spoken by the
people of those nations from whom we hope to gather a harvest of souls to the
Lord:--

This resolution was adopted.
The following resolution was offered by Brother White, and was adopted:--

RESOLVED, That the establishment of the school be placed In the hands of
the General Conference Committee.

The question of courses of lectures in different parts of the field was
discussed by U. Smith, S. N. Haskell, R. M. Kilgore, G. I. Butler, R. F.
Andrews, P. Z. Kinne, and James White, who offered the following resolution
which was adopted:--

RESOLVED, That with great pleasure we consider the subject of Biblical
Lectures by Brother Uriah Smith in the several divisions of the wide field,
and, with deep iInterest for the success of the enterprise, confide it to the
management of the General Conference Committee to make the proper arrangements
with Brother Smith and with the State Conferences that shall desire the
lectures.



72--GCS 63-88

Adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

SEVENTH SESSION

Prayer by Brother Haskell. The wants of the different Conferences were
considered. Brother Canright spoke for Minnesota, Brother Haskell for New
England, Brother White for California, Brother Hutchins for Vermont, R. M.
Kilgore for lowa, Brother Mears and T. J. Butler for Ohio, R. F. Andrews,
Brother White, and Brother Matteson, for lllinois, Brother Zirkle, Brother
Butler, Brother Carpenter, Brother Waggoner, Brother Lane, and Brother White,
for Indiana and Tennessee. Sister White for the general interests of the
cause.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

EIGHTH SESSION

Prayer by Elder R. F. Andrews. Tract work called up for discussion.
Remarks were made by G. 1. Butler, J. N. Andrews, S. N. Haskell, P. Z. Kinne,
R. M. Kilgore, O. H. Pratt, D. M. Canright, 1. D. Van Horn, R. F. Andrews.

On motion, it was recommended that Elder S. N. Haskell visit the different
Conferences, to labor in Tract and Missionary work.

On motion, the appointment of a delegate to the next session of the
Seventh-day Baptist General Conference was left with the General Conference
Committee, they to appoint a suitable person in season for that meeting in
September next. The Committee on Resolutions presented the following, which
were adopted:--

RESOLVED, That we consider it a serious mistake on the part of some of our
ministers, that without first consulting with our General Conference Committee,
they make long journeys, and incur much unnecessary expense in finding their
fields of labor.

RESOLVED, That, while we acknowledge that the prosperity of the Publishing
Association is due to the untiring interest and labors of Brother White, we
cannot overlook the fact, that with this 1s connected the prosperity of the
work in every department; and while, in the providence of God, others are
raised up
to assist in bearing the burdens of labor, we trust that Brother White will,
under the sanction of the General Conference, be free to occupy that position
in the future, as far as his strength will permit, that God has so evidently
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called him to occupy in the past, not to labor to the exhausting of his
strength as heretofore, but to act as counselor, and to give to the cause the
benefit of his mature judgment and experience.

RESOLVED, That we express our thanks for the labors of Brother and Sister
White during this Conference, and that we renew our expressions of confidence
in the Bible doctrine of Spiritual Gifts, and of our appreciation, in some
degree, of the kindness and mercy of God in favoring this people with the
Testimonies of his Spirit to the church.

On motion, It was recommended to state conference committees to purchase
one or more small tents, of 30 or 40 ft. diameter, to be used by licentiates in
efforts to reach the people in small districts during the summer months. The
following resolutions were then adopted:--

RESOLVED, That we express, as the judgment of the General Conference, the
opinion that those who go out to preach should not seek to provoke discussion
or controversy, but, rather, should give themselves to the work of setting
forth the truth of God in 1ts simplicity and i1ts power.

WHEREAS, In the wise providence of God, our venerable Father Bates has
been called to close his earthly labors and to sleep iIn death,

RESOLVED, That we express our high appreciation of his long and useful
life, Tilled up with noble and self-sacrificing efforts to advance the cause of
Christ, and that we hold his memory in affectionate remembrance, and commend
the example of his life to the ministers of Christ.

RESOLVED, That we again express our pleasure in receiving to our
Conference the delegate from the Seventh-day Baptists, and we hope that by
means of such
friendly intercourse there may arise a more fraternal feeling between the two
bodies of Christians who are united iIn the great object of proclaiming to the
world the truth of the Sabbath of the Lord.

Adjourned to call of chair. George 1. Butler, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

TWELFTH ANNUAL SESSION
Business Proceedings of the Twelfth Annual
Meeting of the Seventh-day Adventist General Conference

November 14, 1873
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The Seventh-day Adventist General Conference held its twelfth annual
meeting, according to appointment, in Battle Creek, Michigan, November 14,
1873. The President, George 1. Butler, iIn the chair. Opening prayer by J. N.
Andrews.

Delegates being called for, the following responded:--

Elder R. F. Andrews, I1llinois.

P. Z. Kinne, New York.

James Harvey, Indiana.

Elder S. N. Haskell, New England.
Elder James White, California.

A. Vuilleumier, Swiss Mission.

Elder John Matteson, Danish Mission.
Elder George 1. Butler, lowa.

Oliver Mears, Ohio.

The smallness of the number of delegates present was owing to the shortness
of the notice, which did not give all time to appoint delegates in due form.
Brethren being present from different parts of the field,

On motion, it was voted that the President appoint from those present,
persons to act as delegates from the different Conferences. The following
were appointed:--

D. A. Robinson to act for Maine.

A_. S. Hutchins to act for Vermont.

C. Comings to act for New England.

Elder J. N. Andrews to act for New York.

Elder J. H. Waggoner, Elder 1. D. Van Horn, Harmon Kenyon, Harmon Lindsay,
A. W. Maynard, lra Abbey, to act for Michigan.

Elder John Matteson to act for Wisconsin.

William Ings to act for lowa.

Brother White made remarks explaining the call for a Conference at the
present time. It was for the purpose of arranging matters preparatory to
extending the work on the Pacific Coast, sending a missionary to Switzerland,
etc.

Minutes of last meeting read and accepted.

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Amount on hand at the time of last report, March 3, 1873----- $4376.63
Amount received since last report--- - - ——————————————— 4663 .00
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Total--—--— - $9039.63
Amount paid out since last report----—————————————— 4879.88
Balance on hand, November 12, 1873---————-—-————————————————— $4159.75

E. B. Gaskell, Treasurer.

On motion, i1t was referred to the Conference Committee to determine at what
points In the meeting the annual addresses appointed at last Conference should
be presented.

On motion, the president appointed the following committees:--

On Auditing: Oliver Mears, lra Abbey.

On Nominations: 1. D. Van Horn, P. Z. Kinne, James Harvey.

On Resolutions: J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, John Matteson.
On Preaching: The preachers present.

Reports from laborers being called for, responses were made by Brother
Matteson, respecting the work among the Scandinavians. Many items of interest
and encouragement were mentioned. Brother White related many iInteresting
incidents of his sojourn the past summer in Colorado.

Adjourned to 2 p.m.

SECOND SESSION

Met according to adjournment, and listened to the opening discourse by
Elder James White, based on the 10th chapter of Revelation.

THIRD SESSION
Sunday, 4 p.m. Prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell.

Committee on Nominations reported by suggesting the following persons as
officers of the Conference the coming year, who were unanimously elected:--

President: Elder George 1. Butler, Mount Pleasant, lowa.

Secretary: Syndey Brownsberger, Battle Creek, Michigan.

Treasurer: E. B. Gaskell, Battle Creek, Michigan.

Conference Committee: George 1. Butler, S. N. Haskell, Harmon Lindsay.

The General Conference Committee reported through the chairman In reference
to the matter committed to their hands by the last Conference iIn reference to
inducing proper persons to move to Battle Creek. He reported a number of
families brought in, in this manner. Their action was approved by vote of the
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Conference.

On motion, the Committee were requested to continue their action for the
year to come.

The Conference Committee, having been intrusted with the matter of raising
funds for a denominational school, reported through the chairman. Fifty-two
thousand dollars have been pledged.

Most of the session was taken up with remarks by various persons.

Adjourned to call of the President.

FOURTH SESSION

The report of the Committee on Resolutions being called for, they reported
the following, which were adopted:--

1. RESOLVED, That God has committed to us as a people two great truths
which he holds us responsible to set before our fellow men, viz., the doctrine
of the near advent of Christ, and that of the commandments of God, and the holy
Sabbath.

2. RESOLVED, That while we must ever feel an interest in those who are
looking for the return of the Lord, we deeply regret the opposition of many of
the Advent people to the Sabbath and the law of God; and we cherish toward them
no spirit of contention or of bitterness, but hope that with many of them a
more candid spirit toward these great truths may yet prevail.

3. RESOLVED, That we recognize in the Seventh-day Baptists a people whom
God has highly honored in making them in past ages the depositaries of his law
and Sabbath, and that we desire, so far as practicable, to co-operate with them
in leading men to the conscientious observance of the commandments of God.

4. RESOLVED, That we fully indorse the position taken in the paper read
by Elder Butler on Leadership. And we express our firm conviction, that our
failure to appreciate the guiding hand of God in the selection of his
instruments to lead out in this work has resulted in serious injury to the
prosperity of the cause, and iIn spiritual loss to ourselves. And we hereby
express our Ffull purpose of heart faithfully to regard these principles, and we
invite all our brethren to unite with us in this action.

5. RESOLVED, That our confidence is increased in the gift of the spirit
of prophecy which God has so mercifully placed in the third angel"s message;
and
that we will endeavor to maintain an affectionate regard for its presence and
its teachings; and we hereby request our Executive Committee to prepare or
cause to be prepared a work giving our reasons for believing the testimonies of
Sister White to be the teachings of the Holy Spirit.

6. RESOLVED, That we behold the wisdom and goodness of God in the reforms
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which he has introduced among this people. And with deep regret we have
noticed a declension from both the health and dress reforms. And we entreat
our people to arouse and to make these subjects matters of conscience, and to
take

that stand which will make us an example to the world, and secure the
approbation of God.

7. RESOLVED, That we feel the deepest interest in the work among people
of other tongues, and recommend to our Executive Committee to take steps for
the
speedy publication of tracts and periodicals in other languages; and we
heartily iIndorse the suggestion of Brother White, not to wait for the cause to
grow so
strong among them that they can pay for these works, but to move out by faith
as was done in the first publication of the Review and Herald, believing that
the true method of extending the cause iIn that direction is to furnish them
with
present truth publications.

8. RESOLVED, That we recommend to the officers of the different state
conferences, who arrange the quarterly meetings and missionary labor among the
churches, to see that labor i1s bestowed upon the churches of other tongues in
their State the same as upon those of our own nationality.

9. RESOLVED, That as a Conference we express our sincere approval of the
action of our Executive Committee during the past year, involving, as it has,
peculiar responsibilities in respect to the advancement of the work of God, and
making more definite and plain the principles which should govern our action,
as a people, and we believe that in these things they have had the special
guidance of the Holy Spirit.

10. RESOLVED, That we consider it for the interests of the Tract and
Missionary Societies to so consolidate their system by some general
organization, that at the General Conference each Conference society may be
represented, and thus uniformity of action be secured.

Amendment. That the General Conference Committee be requested to prepare
a plan to secure the object herein mentioned.

Passed as amended.

A letter from the Missouri Conference was read by the president, and
referred to the General Conference Committee for such action as they shall
think is demanded.

On motion, the president was authorized to appoint a committee of four to
act with the Executive Committee of the Conference, in the formation of an
Educational Society preparatory to the establishment of a denominational
school .

The following persons were appointed: James White, Ira Abbey, J. N.
Andrews, and Uriah Smith.
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The General Conference Committee were instructed by vote of the Conference
to appoint a delegate to the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference, in
season for its next session.

Adjourned. George 1. Butler, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

THIRTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
Proceedings of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting
of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists
August 10, 1874

Conference convened according to appointment on the camp-ground, Battle
Creek, Michigan, August 10, 1874, 9 a.m.

The president, George I. Butler, in the chair. Prayer by J. N. Andrews.
The president stated some reasons for the call of the Conference, and requested
delegates to present their credentials. The following responded:--

U. Smith, J. S. Wicks, R. J. Lawrence, lra Abbey, S. H. King, and D. R.
Palmer, Michigan.

Harrison Grant, Minnesota.

P. Z. Kinne and J. N. Andrews, New York.

Elder James White, California.

James Harvey, Indiana.

A. A. Hutchins, Ohio.

Henry Nicola, lowa.

As lowa is entitled to three delegates, and as other Conferences had no
representation, the notice being too short to allow the appointment of
delegates in due form, by vote of the Conference the following persons were
appointed to
act as delegates from those not fully represented:--

S. N. Haskell, New England.

A. S. Hutchins, Vermont.

Benn Auten and W. P. Andrews, lowa.
S. Howland, Maine.

A. Vuilleumier, Swiss Mission.
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By vote all brethren of good standing were invited to engage in the
deliberations of the Conference. Minutes of twelfth session read and approved.
Delegates from other religious bodies were called for.

Brother L. C. Rogers, delegate from the Seventh-day Baptist General
Conference, responded. He read from the minutes of the last General Conference
of Seventh-day Baptists, his appointment as delegate to this Conference and
also the Report of their delegate to the Twelfth Annual Meeting of Seventh-day
Adventists General Conference. Brother Rogers expressed his desire to make
further statements during the course of the sessions. A response of welcome
was delivered by J. N. Andrews, and by vote of the Conference, Brother Rogers
was
received.

The Conference empowered the president to appoint the usual standing
committees. The following appointments were announced by the chair:--
Nominating Committee, lra Abbey, Harmon Lindsay, and Benn Auten. Auditing
Committee, P. Z. Kinne, S. H. King. On Resolutions, U. Smith, J. N. Andrews,
and S. N. Haskell.

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Cash on hand November 12, 1873----——————————- $4159.75
Received during the year---—————————————————— 2318.24
Total--—--—— - = $6477.99
Paid out-—-—-———-— - —— e 4557 .53
Balance on hand-------————-—————————————————— $1920.46

E. B. Gaskell, Treasurer.
Report referred to Auditing Committee.

Adjourned to call of President.

SECOND SESSION, AUGUST 12, 1874, 9 A_M.

President, George 1. Butler called the meeting to order, followed by usual
opening exercises.

Minutes of previous session read and approved after slight corrections.
The president introduced the tract and missionary cause for the deliberation of
the
Conference. He made some very interesting statements in regard to its
importance, and read a plan of action as a basis for effecting a general
organization. Elder S. N. Haskell spoke of the necessity of a more complete
organization, and read some reports of the work accomplished by the Tract and
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Missionary Societies in the different Conferences. Elder James White spoke
urgently in favor of a general system of action. Elder S. N. Haskell followed
with some interesting statements of the results of the distribution of tracts.

This being the last session of the Conference that Brother L. C. Rogers
would attend, he was invited by the president to use the time of the
Conference.

He delivered a stirring address, replete with good feeling and unity now
existing between the two bodies of Sabbath-keepers, and expressed his earnest
resolve to exert his energies to maintain these friendly relations, and
encourage a closer union of labor and love.

J. N. Andrews, in behalf of Seventh-day Adventists, spoke in response.
Elder James White expressed feelings of humiliation because of the frankness of
the address of Brother Rogers. The responses of Elder J. N. Andrews and
Elder James White, reciprocating the good feeling expressed by Brother Rogers,
and a good-bye and hearty God-speed extended to him, were seconded by a
unanimous vote of the brethren.

Adjourned to call of president.

THIRD SESSION, AUGUST 13, 1874, 9 A.M.

Prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell. Committee on Nomination reported the
following: for president, Elder James White, Battle Creek, Michigan; secretary,
U. Smith, Battle Creek, Michigan; treasurer, Harmon Lindsay, Battle Creek,
Michigan; General Conference Committee, Elders James White, George 1. Butler,
and S. N. Haskell.

The report was accepted and the persons suggested were unanimously elected.

The Conference resumed the consideration of the tract and missionary cause.
Second reading of the plan for a general organization was called for. After
the reading and some discussion, it was referred to a committee of five,
appointed
by the chair, for revision, to be reported at the next session. The following
brethren were appointed as said committee: James White, J. N. Andrews, U.
Smith, P. Z. Kinne, and Henry Nicola.

The president reported progress in the school enterprise, and congratulated
the Conference on the great success that had attended the efforts to establish
a denominational school. The report of Committee on Resolutions was read and
accepted.

After discussion of the resolutions by Elders James White, J. N. Andrews,
and George 1. Butler, the first, third, and fourth were adopted as given
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below, and the second referred to Elder White for revision, to be reported at
the next session. The Conference then listened to an address from Elder White
in regard to the progress of the cause on the Pacific Coast. Adjourned.

FOURTH SESSION, AUGUST 15, 1874, 7:30 P.M.

Prayer by J. N. Andrews. Minutes of previous session read and approved.
The report of the committee to revise the plan for a general organization of
tract and missionary labor, was read and accepted. After discussion of plan by
Elders White and S. N. Haskell, the report, suggesting the following plan of
organization, was adopted by vote of the Conference.

GENERAL ORGANIZATION OF THE TRACT AND MISSIONARY SOCIETY
At our last General Conference the following resolution was passed:--

"RESOLVED, That we consider it for the iInterests of the Tract and
Missionary Society to so consolidate their system by some general organization
that at the General Conference each Conference Society may be represented, and
thus uniformity of action be secured. And that the General Conference
Committee be requested to prepare a plan to secure the object herein
mentioned."

In response to this resolution, your committee offer the following: That
this general organization be known as the General Conference Tract and
Missionary Society of Seventh-day Adventists.

The officers of this Society shall be a president, vice-president,
secretary, treasurer, and general agent. These shall constitute the Executive
Board, who shall have the general management of the affairs of this Society.

It shall be the duty of the president to preside at each annual meeting
of the Society, and to look after the general interests of the Society to see
that there is uniformity of action throughout the entire organization. He
shall see that an effort is made in each Conference Tract Society to do their
proportion in raising means for different enterprises connected with the cause.
He shall see that publications are supplied to individuals and companies of
Sabbath-keepers or those who may be inquiring after the truth throughout the
world, wherever in the judgment of the Executive Board it may be duty to send
them. He shall see that proper blanks are gotten up and furnished to each
Conference Tract and Missionary Society in season to report to the annual
Tract meeting which shall be held in connection with each General Conference.
He shall see that such documents as may be needed to give a better
understanding of the work, are furnished to the various Conference Societies.
He shall
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superintend the raising of sufficient funds for sending matter to those outside
of the limits of the Tract Society, and for all other purposes decided to be
necessary by the annual meeting of the General Conference Tract and Missionary
Society or by the Executive Board.

The duty of the vice-president shall be to act in absence of the president.

The duty of the secretary shall be to keep a record of the doings of each
annual meeting of the Society; to keep a summary of all the annual reports of
each Conference Tract Society and to make a report of the same and other
matters of interest to every annual meeting of the Society; to make an account
of all money paid to the general treasury and to give credit to the individuals
or Conference Tract Societies from whom the money is received. He shall keep
a strict account of all monies paid out, and for what purpose. |If publications
are sent to different parts of the world, he shall keep a record of where sent
and the number of pages. He shall make i1t a special point to correspond with
those 1In any part of the world outside of the boundaries of the various
Conference Tract Societies wherever it may be deemed advisable by the Executive
Board for the advancement of the cause of present truth, always preserving the
addresses of the parties. He shall have a correspondence with the various
Conference Societies and be prepared to give such information as properly
pertains to the work of the general Society from time to time. If any
discrepancy in business occurs between the Conference Secretaries and the
Office of publication they may be referred to the General Secretary for him to
assist in bringing about an understanding.

The secretary®™s books shall be open to the inspection of the General
Conference Committee or any authorized agent of a Conference Tract Society, and
they shall be so kept that any information pertaining to the general workings
of the Society may be obtained.

The treasurer shall receive and account for all moneys paid into the
general treasury of the Society, and pay out the same by the order of the other
members
of the Executive Board. He shall make a report at each annual meeting of the
Society.

It shall be the duty of the Executive Board, in harmony with the General
Conference Committee to call annual meetings of the Society and to oversee the
general iInterests of the Society, and they may appoint corresponding agents or
colporteurs wherever in their judgment it will be for the furtherance of the
cause of present truth, and contribute such support to assist them iIn their
work as in their judgment duty shall require. And they may devise such plans
for raising means for the purchase of publications and the distribution of
reading matter and other missionary purposes as iIn their judgment will make
this Society efficient to accomplish the objects of its organization.
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Every annual meeting of this Society shall be held In connection with the
sessions of the General Conference, as the Executive Board may appoint.

Each Conference Tract Society shall be entitled to one delegate in the
annual meetings of the General Society it they have two hundred members or
less; and an additional delegate for every two hundred members.

The annual meeting shall elect the Executive Board for each ensuing term,
and may transact such other business as may be for the interest of the Society.

The Constitution may be changed at any regularly called annual meeting,
by a two-thirds® vote, of the delegates present.

In case of the death or resignation of any member of the Executive Board,
between the sessions of the general meeting of the Society, said vacancy may
be filled by the General Conference Committee. This General Conference of 1874
may appoint the officers of the Society for the present term. Each annual
meeting of the Society may decide whether the members of the Executive Board
shall receive salaries and how much each member shall receive.

At each annual meeting of the Society an Auditor shall be appointed to
examine Into the accounts and moneys of the Treasurer and report to the
Society their condition.

The following officers were elected to serve iIn the General Tract and
Missionary Society for the coming year:--president, Elder James White; vice-
president, George 1. Butler; treasurer, Benn Auten; business agent, S. N.
Haskell. The appointment of secretary was referred to the General Conference
Committee.

The report of the committee to revise the second resolution was read and
accepted. after some remarks by Elder White in explanation of the resolution,
the resolution, as revised, was adopted. The resolutions as adopted by the
Conference are as follows:--

RESOLVED, That we hail with joy the cheering reports of the progress of
the work on the Pacific Coast, and approve of the action of Elder James White
in
establishing a much-needed paper 1 the interests of the present truth in that
section of our country. And,

WHEREAS, The cause west of the Rocky Mountains is new, and i1ts friends
comparatively few, and Brother White should not be left to bear the burden of
conducting an Office there on his own financial responsibility, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend to the Trustees of the Seventh-day Adventist
Publishing Association to authorize Elder George I. Butler to act in behalf of
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the Board at the California State Conference to be held in connection with
their annual camp-meeting, October, 1874, in conferring with that Conference
relative

to the establishment of a branch office of publication, on the Pacific Coast.

RESOLVED, That we express our continued interest and confidence iIn the
tract enterprise, especially in view of its workings the past year, and that
we herein have additional evidence that this enterprise iIs to be an efficient
source of prosperity In our cause.

RESOLVED, That the iIncreasing indications of the truthfulness of our
position, in the events transpiring around us in the religious and political
world, and the accumulating evidences that what we have expected is soon to
be fulfilled, are most cheering, and call upon us for a renewed consecration
of all our powers to the sacred work of enlightening men in reference to the
claims of the law of God, and warning them of impending dangers.

The iInterests of the Swiss Mission were introduced. The President
recommended to the Conference to take some action iIn the matter, especially in
consideration that Elder J. N. Andrews is about to take his departure to engage
in the cause in Switzerland. The following resolution was adopted by the
Conference:--

RESOLVED, That the General Conference, feeling the same interest in the
Swiss Mission that has been expressed in former sessions, instruct the
Executive Committee to send Elder J. N. Andrews to Switzerland as soon as
practicable.

The propriety of establishing a paper upon the Atlantic Coast was next
considered. Elder James White spoke in favor of stereotyping the pages of the
Review, and sending one plate to the Pacific and another to the Atlantic
Coast. On motion it was voted that we recommend to the favorable consideration
of the Publishing Association the suggestions made by Elder White relative to
preparing stereotype plates of the pages of the Review, and the publication
of two editions. Adjourned sine die. George 1. Butler, President.

S. Brownsberger, Secretary.

FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
Proceedings of the Fourteenth Annual Session
of the Seventh-day Adventist General Conference

August 15, 1875
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Camp-ground, Battle Creek, Michigan, August 15, 1875, 9 a.m. Conference
opened with prayer by the chairman, Elder James White.

The following delegates were present.

From Michigan, S. Brownsberger, J. H. Kellogg, E. R. Jones, J. S. Day, R.
J. Lawrence, E. S. Griggs.

From Ohio, H. H. Van Camp.

From Wisconsin, Elder James White.

From Indiana, James Harvey.

From New York and Pennsylvania, E. W. Whitney.

From lowa and Nebraska, F. H. Chapman, H. Nicola.

From Il1linois, Elder T. M. Steward.

From Maine, S. Howland.

From Vermont, Elder D. T. Bourdeau.

From New England, Elder S. N. Haskell.

From Minnesota, John Fulton.

From Kansas and Missouri, Theodore Brackett.

From California, Elder James White.

Some of these were not regularly appointed delegates, but being more or
less directly from the State they represented, were invited by the Conference
to act as such.

Reports from state conferences show the present standing of the General
Conference to be as follows:--

a b c¢c d e T g h i J
Maine 1 2 9 266 $ 848.87 $ 848.87
New England 2 3 17 350 2300.00 2300.00 $ 500.00
Vermont 5 5 14 323 1780.22 1780.22
N.Y. & Pa. 8 4 35 591 2799.22 2799.22
Ohio 1 2 12 266 1494.34 $ 11.16 1483.18 250.00
Michigan 17 14 71 2226 6431.70 2486.83 3925.67 1000.00
$4642 .57 Indiana 3 8 158 935.22 935.22
Wisconsin 6 12 37 933 3400.00 3400.00 100.00
100.00 I1linois 4 6 22 350 1800.00 1800.00
Minnesota 6 9 28 700 2500.00 150.00 2410.00
lowa & Neb. 9 8 45 884 2328.90 1696.81
Kansas & Mo. 4 8 22 345 1640.17 1640.17
60.00 California 4 14 450 4000.00 4000.00
Swiss Mission 2 5 200 300.00 300.00
Total 69 76 339 8022 $32618.62 $2647.99 $29319.16 $1850.00

$4802 .57
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aGeneral Conference Summary for the year 1875. Names of Conference.
bMinisters.

cLicentiates.

dChurches.

eNumber of Members.

fSystematic Benevolence Fund Pledged.

gSystematic Benevolence Used by Churches

hSystematic Benevolence Pledged to State Conference.

iSystematic Benevolence Fund pledged to General Conference.
JSystematic Benevolence Fund on hand.

Minutes of last session read and approved.

On motion, the chair appointed the following committees:--
On Nominations, H. Nicola, E. H. Root, E. W. Whitney.

On Resolutions, U. Smith, S. Brownsberger, J. H. Kellogg.
On Auditing, Jerome Fargo, F. H. Chapman.

SECOND SESSION

Monday, August 16, 7:30 a.m. Prayer by Elder D. T. Bourdeau. Minutes
of last session read and approved. By vote, Elder N. V. Hull, delegate from
the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference, was heartily welcomed to a place
in this body. Elder Hull responded with some very friendly and cordial remarks
touching the relation of the body he represented, to the Seventh-day
Adventists, to which Elder White in behalf of the Conference replied. By vote,
all present
in good standing were invited to participate in the deliberations of the
Conference.

The Nominating Committee recommended the following persons as officers of
the Conference the coming year:--

For president, Elder James White.
For secretary, U. Smith.
For treasurer, Miss Freddie House.

For Executive Committee, Elder James White, of Battle Creek, Michigan and
Oakland, California; Elder J. N. Loughborough, of Oakland, California; Elder
J. N. Andrews, of Neuchatel, Switzerland.

These persons were thereupon unanimously elected to the offices named.

The report of the Committee on Resolutions being called for, they presented
the following, which were considered and adopted:--
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS

The committee appointed to present resolutions to the Conference, suggest
the following for their consideration:--

1. The School. WHEREAS, We recognize the hand of God in establishing a
school in the city of Battle Creek, for the special purpose of presenting
facilities, under favorable circumstances, for the thorough education of the
youth of Seventh-day Adventists; and,

WHEREAS, Its establishment is unmistakable evidence that God would shield
our children from the wicked influences so current in our public schools,

RESOLVED, That we hail with grateful hearts this new iInstitution as
meeting, in a measure, the providence of God.

RESOLVED, That this enterprise i1s worthy of our most hearty patronage, and
that we do all in our power to recommend it to the friends of the cause of
present truth and health reform generally.

2. The Health Reform. WHEREAS, The subject of health reform has now
been agitated among us for more than half a score of years; and,

WHEREAS, We have found that the uniform result of the practical adoption
of its teachings has been to increase physical, mental, and moral strength, and
thus to promote spiritual growth,

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our confidence in the principles of
health reform, and urge its more thorough adoption by those among us who have
as yet
made but little progress in this direction.

RESOLVED, That we especially urge upon our ministers the importance of
this reform as a most efficient means of giving them clearness and strength of
mind
to present Bible truths iIn the most forcible and impressive manner.

RESOLVED, That, in view of the benefits which we have ourselves received
from practicing the teachings of health reform, and of the intimate relation
which it sustains to the general cause, we urge upon the friends of the cause
everywhere greater energy in the promulgation of these truths by personal
efforts iIn the circulation of health publications.

3. Fulfillment of Prophecy. WHEREAS, The fulfillment of the message of
Revelation 14:9, which 1s to go to nations, tongues, and peoples, and iIs to
be fulfilled but once, is the highest evidence of the nearness of the end;
therefore,
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RESOLVED, That the wonderful facts which have recently come to our
knowledge relative to the springing up of the principles of this message iIn
different parts of the world, almost without the aid of the living preacher,
reveal to us, as nothing else could, the hand of God in this work, and call
upon us for corresponding action.

RESOLVED, That we recommend the Executive Committee to take immediate
steps to establish a printing office iIn Europe, to issue periodicals and
publications
in the French and German languages, and also to enter the openings presenting
themselves in Great Britain, France, Germany, Holland, ltaly, Hungary, Africa,
and Australia.

4. The Work on the Pacific Coast. RESOLVED, That we have great cause of
gratitude, in the continued prosperity of the work on the Pacific Coast,
through which already about a thousand souls iIn the territory between Mexico
and British Columbia are rejoicing in the truth; and we recommend our people to
take stock liberally in the Pacific Seventh-day Adventist Publishing
Association, that 1t may be immediately placed on a permanent basis.

RESOLVED, That we approve of the invitation extended by the Michigan
Conference to Elder J. N. Loughborough, to labor for a time in Michigan, to
help the suffering cause in that State.

5. Conducting Conference Sessions. RESOLVED, That, in our judgment, it
would add great interest to the proceedings of our Conference, if each annual
session should be opened with an anniversary sermon, pertaining to some portion
of our Conference work; and, if suitable persons should be appointed to present
essays, or address the Conference, upon such subjects of interest as the
meeting might determine, these appointments to be made one year i1n advance;
and we recommend that this course be pursued.

6. A Mammoth Tent. RESOLVED, That the General Conference should own a
mammoth tent or pavilion, at least 80 by 120 feet, which can be used at our
larger camp-meetings, or other iImportant gatherings, as occasion may require.

7. Conference Constitution. RESOLVED, That the secretary prepare the
Constitution of the General Conference, embodying all the amendments up to the
present time, for publication in pamphlet form.

Respectfully submitted, Committee,
U. Smith,
S. Brownsberger,
J. H. Kellogg.

8. Leadership. The following resolution was submitted to the Conference
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by Elder George 1. Butler:--

WHEREAS, In the session of the General Conference held in the autumn of
1873, a resolution was passed endorsing a tract entitled "Leadership,'™ written
by Elder Butler; and

WHEREAS, It has been shown that some of the sentiments contained in said
tract were incorrect; therefore,

RESOLVED, That the resolution above referred to be, and the same is hereby
rescinded.

Pending the adoption of this resolution, Elder White made very clear and
forcible remarks on the subject, setting forth the manner in which his mind had
been led in this matter, resulting in his writing out almost immediately the
articles which subsequently appeared over his signature in the Signs and the
Review, before he knew that any objection was raised against the address
referred to. He also set forth ably the principles of leadership which,
according to the Scriptures, must hold in the church of Christ.

It was then moved to amend the resolution by striking out its second and
third clauses, and substituting in their place the following:--

"WHEREAS, Further examination has shown that some of the sentiments
contained in said tract were incorrect; therefore,

"RESOLVED, That the tract referred to be placed in the hands of a
committee (said committee to be appointed by this Conference) to be so revised
as to
correspond with the better understanding which now exists on the subject of
leadership.”

The amendment was carried, and the resolution as amended was then
unanimously adopted.

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Balance on Hand, at commencement

of the year, July 31, 1874-———————————————— $1920.46
Received during year----——-——————————————————— 5515.17
Total-- - $7435.63
Paid out during year----—-—-——————————————————— $6331.51
Balance on Hand, August 9, 1875---———-——-————- 1104.12

Total--—————— $7435.63
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THIRD SESSION

Prayer by Elder White. On motion, the chair appointed U. Smith, S.
Brownsberger, and J. H. Kellogg, a committee of three to revise the address on
"Leadership,' according to Resolution No. 8.

On motion, Elder White was appointed to speak on the Wants and Progress of
the Cause at our next annual meeting; S. Brownsberger, on the subject of
Education; Dr. J. H. Kellogg, on the subject of Health Reform; Elder S. N.
Haskell, on the subject of Tract and Missionary Operations; and Elder U. Smith,
on the subject of Our Publications, in accordance with Resolution No. 5.

Adjourned to call of the chair. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SPECIAL MEETINGS
August, 1875

By vote, the following matter was ordered to be put upon the private
records of the Conference for 1875, at the session below recorded:--[sic]

Evening session, Tuesday, August 17. Prayer by U. Smith. A brief history
was given by Brother White of the embarrassments under which he had labored in
connection with Brother Butler.

On motion, Elder Butler was invited to make an explanation of his course
as set forth by Brother White, whereupon he responded. Brother White
rejoined.

The following resolutions were then passed:--

RESOLVED, That we cannot so interpret the testimony given by Sister White
to Brother Butler, as to justify the course he has taken, in withdrawing
himself from important positions in this work.

RESOLVED, That we consider i1t very evident that this course on the part of
Brother Butler, has had the effect to throw distrust over the minds of the
brethren, and thus most effectually throw a weight of discouragement upon
Brother White, and cripple his energies iIn the work. Therefore, further,

RESOLVED, That we consider that Brother White has had cause for his
feelings iIn reference to the action of Brother Butler, and that Brother White"s
position in this respect, is such as to entitle him to our sympathy and
support.
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On motion, it was voted to appropriate one thousand dollars ($1000) to
Elder James White from the general missionary fund, toward the debt incurred by
him in establishing the Signs of the Times, on the Pacific Coast.

Special session called Wednesday, August 18, at 11:30 a.m., at the church.
Prayer by U. Smith.

After remarks by Brother Butler that he would accept the judgment of his
brethren in his case, and try to act upon i1t, it was

VOTED, That we recommend that Brother Butler immediately visit Allegan
County, to help affected brethren there, and that we pray that he may have the
help and blessing of God In the undertaking. Adjourned sine die.

James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

March 31, 1876

This meeting convened, according to appointment, March 31, 1876, at 9 a.m.
Singing, "Lord in the morning thou shalt hear,” etc. Remarks by the president,
stating some of the reasons why there is occasion for a special session of
Conference at this time.

Prayer by U. Smith.
On calling for delegates, the following responded:--

James White, from California.
H. H. Van Camp, from Ohio.

B. L. Whitney, from New York.
John Fulton, from Minnesota.
0. A. Olsen, from Wisconsin.
W. B. Sprague, from Wisconsin.
J. Fargo, from Michigan.

S. Brownsberger, from Michigan.
E. H. Root, from Michigan.

J. S. Day, from Michigan.
James Harvey, from Indiana.
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. Steward, from lllinois.
. Goodrich, from Maine.

. Mitchell, from lowa.

. Shireman, from lowa.

oo
A=

The subject of correspondence being taken up, communications were received
from the following sources: S. Osborn, in behalf of the cause in Kentucky;
J. N. Ayers, in behalf of the Kansas Conference; A. S. Hutchins, in behalf of
the Vermont Conference; H. A. St. John, in behalf of the Ohio Conference; J. G.
Matteson, iIn behalf of the cause among the Norwegians, in this country and
Europe; L. N. Whisby in behalf of the cause iIn Sweden, Europe; R. Asbury, 1in
behalf of the cause in Virginia; also from R. D. Benham, A. Rasmussen, Mrs. L.
Parker, O. M. Olds, E. D. Hoagland, Alva and Hannah Craw, C. C. Aldrich, L. D.
Avery. Adjourned to call of the chair, who immediately appointed next session
at 2 p.m.

SECOND SESSION

Prayer by the chairman, after singing. The session was occupied by an
address from the president stating the wants of the cause, and some of the
questions to come before us at this meeting. The meeting was not called to
meet the emergency of any difficulties that are pressing upon us and
threatening to distract and divide us; for there is nothing of the kind.

There never was a stronger influence for unity among us, generally considered,
than exists at the present time. This meeting is called to consider what we
shall do next, not in the sense of men who are out of work and are looking
about for something to do, but as those who have so much pressing upon them
that they know not what to take hold of first. We have come to confer together
how we may best husband our strength to meet the demands of the work which

IS rising In such magnitude before us.

On motion, brethren present were invited to participate in the
deliberations of this Conference.

Adjourned to 7 p.m., evening after the Sabbath.

THIRD SESSION
Prayer by Brother Canright. Roll called. General business taken up.

Brother Van Camp spoke for Ohio, stating that the cause IS prosperous in
that state, and everything betokens good success the coming season.

Brother Olsen spoke for the cause in Wisconsin. God has blessed them since
last Conference. Never had so good meetings, and such success in the work.
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They want two camp-meetings, one at Sparta, and one at Ripon.

Brethren Root and Canright spoke for Michigan. Many openings presenting
themselves. Calls for tent labor in a number of most promising fields.
Brother Canright reported he had never found such unity among brethren in any
state.
With the exception of the slight defection in Allegan County, he found no place
in the state where there was any murmuring or complaining. Brother White
reviewed the progress of the work in Michigan, and gave some reasons why the
blessing of the Lord lingers still in Michigan.

Brother Harvey spoke for Indiana. Never before has witnessed such a spirit
of inquiry as is now abroad there. Never expected to see the way so completely
opened as i1t i1s now for the spread of the third angel™s message.

Brother Goodrich spoke for Maine. Interest on the iIncrease since last
camp-meeting. They are seeing some fruit from missionary labor. Some have
accepted the truth, and others are interested. Brethren in Norridgewock
revived and encouraged, and also in Aroostook County.

Brother Mitchell spoke for lowa. The work is onward there. Some few
features somewhat discouraging, but on the whole the prospect is good. Some
of the young are coming up to the work well. Want one camp-meeting the first
of June, at Marshalltown, and want help then.

Brother Whitney spoke for the cause in New York. Field is immense, and
call for help urgent.

Brother White spoke of the prosperous condition of the publishing work in
California.

Adjourned to call of the chair. Called at 9 o"clock a.m.

FOURTH SESSION

Prayer by U. Smith. Remarks by Brother Fulton in reference to the cause
among the Swedes In Minnesota. Letter was read from J. E. Norstrom, followed
by remarks from Brethren Canright, Sawyer, Lane, and White.

On motion, the Conference invited Elder James White, with such help as he
may choose to take with him, to visit Minnesota, to look after the cause among
the Swedes there.

On motion, the Conference recommended the immediate publication of a small
hymn book for the use of the Swedes.
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On motion, the Conference recommended the Trustees of the Seventh-day
Adventist Publishing Association to donate to Brethren Lane and Corliss a box
of books for their use iIn their new field of labor in Virginia.

On motion, the Conference invited Elder James White to visit Kentucky and
Virginia at his earliest convenience.

On motion, VOTED, That this Conference purchase a tent for the use of
Brother Osborn in Kentucky.

VOTED, That this Conference do hereby recommend to the Publishing
Association to furnish Brother Osborn a quantity of books.

Adjourned to half past one p.m.

FIFTH SESSION

Prayer by Brother White. Letters were read from Petrolia, C. W. [sic],
Alabama, Colorado, and Michigan, setting forth the wants of the cause, and the
prospects for labor. Calls are everywhere urgent, and prospects most
Tlattering.

Remarks were then made by Brother Canright on the subject of systematic
benevolence. Taking certain well ascertained facts as a basis, he showed that
if all would come up to the Bible plan of systematic benevolence, the amount
of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars yearly, instead of about forty
thousand as 1t now is. The Lord says, "Bring ye all the tithes into the
store-house,”™ and until this is done, the Lord will not be "proved,”™ to see
whether he will not pour out a blessing so that there shall not be room enough
to receive i1t. Brother White followed with lengthy and stirring remarks on
the same subject.

Brother Canright offered the following resolutions on the subject of
systematic benevolence, which were unanimously adopted by the Conference and
congregation:--

RESOLVED, That we believe it to be the duty of all our brethren and
sisters, whether connected with churches or living alone, under ordinary
circumstances, to devote one-tenth of all their income from whatever source, to
the cause of God. And further,

RESOLVED, That we call the attention of all our ministers to their duty
in this important matter to set it plainly and faithfully before all their
brethren and urge them to come up to the requirements of the Lord in this
thing.
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Moved and carried that the chairman appoint a committee of three, himself
to be one of that committee, to prepare a tract upon the subject of systematic
benevolence. The chair appointed D. M. Canright and U. Smith to act with him
as that committee.

The resolution to purchase a large tent 80x120, passed at the last regular
session of the General Conference, in August., 1875, was by vote rescinded, and
the Conference recommended the Michigan Conference to purchase and own such a
tent.

RESOLVED, That this Conference authorize the Trustees of the Seventh-day
Adventist Educational Society to draw upon the General Conference Fund to the
amount of one thousand dollars, to be appropriated to the purposes and uses of
the Educational Aid Fund.

RESOLVED, That the conference committee of each state conference, in
connection with the General Conference Committee, shall decide who of those
applying are worthy to attend the College free of charge, in whole or in part,
from their several Conferences.

Adjourned to Monday morning at 9 a.m.

SIXTH SESSION
Prayer by Elder E. R. Jones.

By vote, the case of Brother and Sister Strong was referred to the Michigan
Conference Committee.

Elder White not being able, in view of other urgent duties, to comply with
the request of the Conference to visit Minnesota, he was excused by vote of the
Conference, and Elder D. M. Canright was appointed to visit Minnesota iIn his
place.

European mission was taken into consideration, and a large part of the time
of this session was occupied in considering how best to raise means for this
and other enterprises. On motion, the chair was empowered to appoint a
committee of three to present resolutions before the Conference on this
subject. Brethren
Canright, Smith, and Kellogg were appointed as that committee.

The subject of the publication of the Health Reformer and hygienic books
was referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

Subject of camp-meetings introduced and spoken to by Brother Canright.
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SEVENTH SESSION

Prayer by the chairman. Committee on Resolutions reported the following
which were adopted:--

WHEREAS, The cause is in pressing need just now of about $10,000 to
establish a press in Europe, therefore

RESOLVED, That we instruct the General Conference Committee to immediately
proceed to raise that amount in the manner they may find best.

WHEREAS, So great a degree of success has attended the labors of Brother
White in his management of the Hygienic Agency, and

WHEREAS, He has now expressed a desire to be released from the personal
supervision of this enterprise,

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our entire satisfaction with the manner
in which Brother White has conducted the Hygienic Agency and the disposition
which he has made of the proceeds of the same, while it has been in his hands.

RESOLVED, That we request him to still continue its management, for the
present, iIf he can do so consistently with his other duties.

WHEREAS, The increasing importance of the subject of health reform demands
that it receive more earnest attention, and

WHEREAS, Our people in general seem to be iIn great need of being awakened
upon this subject, and

WHEREAS, The wants of missionary laborers and the popular demand for
hygienic literature is calling loudly for a larger variety of health
publications,

RESOLVED, That we receive with pleasure the proposition of Brother White
to prepare a volume on the subject of Bible Hygiene, and to contribute to the
Health Reformer, and express the hope that he will be enabled to do something
in this direction very soon, and

RESOLVED, That we urge the preparation as soon as expedient of such
publications as the wants of this branch of the cause demand.

WHEREAS, There is now a debt of about $10,000 due on the college, and

WHEREAS, There are still unpaid pledges sufficient to cover this debt,
therefore,
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RESOLVED, That we earnestly solicit those who have made these pledges to
pay them immediately as far as possible.

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of the school be requested to solicit
the 1mmediate payment of unpaid pledges by personal appeals to all who are in
arrears.

RESOLVED, That we invite the Conference Committee of each State to select
beforehand a proper person who shall attend their camp-meeting and furnish a
daily report of it for the secular papers.

WHEREAS, Our camp-meetings furnish an excellent opportunity for missionary
work among unbelievers, therefore,

RESOLVED, That we advise each Conference to have on the ground a large
assortment of small tracts and papers for free distribution; and that early in
the meeting they appoint a certain number of proper persons who will
judiciously distribute them.

On motion, the chair appointed a committee of three to arrange
camp-meetings the coming season. Brethren Whitney, Harvey, and Mitchell were
appointed as
said committee. Adjourned. James White, President.

U. Smith, Secretary.

SPECIAL SESSION, MARCH 31, 1876

Private Minutes

During the second session of the Conference, the question was put to
Brother Strong, whether he was iIn union and sympathy with this body. He said
he was a
member of the church. This evasive answer not being satisfactory, he was
pressed upon the point and said that so far as he knew he was in union with
this body. At a subsequent meeting, some facts were brought out showing his
feelings against Brother White, e.g., letter to Brother King, which he did not
satisftactorily clear up.

Closing Session

Held at the Review Office, Editor®s Room, 7 p.m., April 4. Prayer by
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Brother Goodrich, Michigan Conference Committee, to whom Brother and Sister
Strong®s case had been referred (see sixth session) reported in the case that
they had found out nothing. Brother White questioned them and found that they
had taken no steps to discharge the duty laid upon them.

Brother White having made certain remarks on the subject of church order,
and the course to be pursued with murmurers and complainers, it was

VOTED, That we endorse the sentiments expressed, and request him to put
them into the form of a resolution to be iIncorporated into the resolutions
of the Conference, whereupon he presented the following, which was heartily
adopted:--

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Conference, that the simple
organization of our churches, state conferences, and the General Conference, is
good and satisftactory, therefore should be respected by all our people.

RESOLVED, That church and Conference officers should be sustained in the
performance of their duty while held in office, and that all persons whether
preachers or common members who carelessly or willfully disregard the rules and
by-laws of our organizations, become subjects of censure and discipline.

VOTED, That Elder James White and U. Smith be a committee to prepare a
Conference Address on the subjects which have come up at this meeting.

RESOLVED, That D. M. Canright be a committee to address Elder M. E.
Cornell, now in the State of Texas, and request him to either take Immediate
measures to give satisfaction to the Michigan Conference Committee that he is
a proper person to preach the gospel, or to cease teaching the doctrines held
by Seventh-day Adventists.

Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

FIFTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION OF THE
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
September 19, 1876
The Conference was opened at Lansing at the hour appointed, September 19,

at 2 p.m., by the singing of hymn 16. After opening remarks by Elder James
White, prayer was offered by Elder S. H. Lane. The Conference then joined iIn
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singing the hymn, "When faint and weary toiling."

The following-named brethren appeared as delegates from their respective
States:--

C. W. Stone, from Vermont; S. N. Haskell, from New England; D. M. Canright,
from New York; H. A. St. John, from Ohio; D. H. Lamson, H. M. Kenyon, Franklin
Howe, S. Howland, S. Brownsberger, from Michigan; S. H. Lane, from Indiana;

J. E. Morin, from the French in 1llinois; H. W. Decker, from Wisconsin; J. H.
Morrison, from lowa; E. B. Lane, from Virginia; and James White, from
California. A delegate was appointed from the newly organized Conference of
Kentucky and Tennessee, but was absent on account of sickness. The Conference
was admitted by their request, to the General Conference, and Elder D. M.
Canright, having recently visited the State, and assisted in the organization
of the Conference, was appointed to be the acting delegate.

The present standing of the Conference is approximately represented by the
following figures.

GENERAL CONFERENCE STATISTICS FOR 1876

Name of Conferences a b C d e
Maine---——---—cmm e 2 1 13 238 $ 794.50
Vermont--———-————- - 6 2 14 323 1275.00
New England------———--—--———-———————— 3 1 20 350 2300.00
New York and Pennsylvania---------—- 8 4 35 591 2799.22
OhiQ--——————— e 3 4 13 390 2721.63
Michigan---—-—————————————— - ———— 20 14 80 3150 10000.00
Indiana---—-——————=————————————————— 3 4 11 300 900.00
Wisconsin---——————————————————————— 8 8 43 1048 3863.00
Iflinois--———————--————--——— o — 4 6 22 350 1800.00
Minnesota------——————-—————————————— 9 6 52 1123 6450.00
lowa and Nebraska------—--——-—-——-——- 14 9 52 1123 6450.00
Missouri-- - - —————————————— 4 2 13 322 907.40
Kansas-------——=—=——ccmmmm e 4 4 16 355 881.29
California---—-————————————————————— 3 4 17 511 5925.43
Kentucky-------———————————————————— 2 1 6 93 350.00
Swiss Mission----—————————————————— 3 8 150 531.00

Total -——————-———— 96 70 398 10044 $43,998.47
aMinisters.
bLicentiates.
cChurches.
dMembers.

eSystematic Benevolence Pledged.

In the foregoing exhibit, the report from Michigan is incomplete, and the
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reports from New England, New York, and Illinois, are given as last year with
a few known changes that have taken place, the reports from those States for
the present season not having yet come in. But imperfect as i1t i1s, and none
of the figures go beyond the reality, it shows a gain over last year®s report,
of twenty-seven ministers, fifty-nine churches, two thousand and twelve
members, and eleven thousand two hundred and seventy-nine dollars, and eighty-
five cents, in systematic benevolence.

Besides these, there are companies organized in Texas, Virginia, and
Maryland.

Elder C. W. Whitford, delegate from the Seventh-day Baptists, was
introduced by the president, and made appropriate remarks, relative to his
position as
delegate, and the relation of the two bodies of Sabbath-keepers, the Seventh-
day Baptists and the Seventh-day Adventists.

Elder James White followed with an appropriate response, referring to the
pleasure and the blessing we have received by interchange of courtesies with
the Seventh-day Baptists.

Elder D. M. Canright reported as delegate to the Seventh-day Baptist
General Conference of 1875.

Reading of minutes of last session, they being quite lengthy, and having
been published in the Review, was waived.

On motion, the chair was empowered to appoint the committees, (1) on
Nominations, (2) on Resolutions, (3) on Auditing accounts.

Adjourned to call of the chair.
The committees were subsequently announced as follows:--
On Nominations, C. W. Stone, of Vermont; E. H. Root, of Michigan; J. H.
Morrison, of lowa. On Resolutions, U. Smith, D. M. Canright, S. N. Haskell.
SECOND SESSION

5:30 a.m., September 23. Prayer by D. M. Canright. The Nominating
Committee reported as follows:--

For president, James White; secretary, C. W. Stone; treasurer, U. Smith.
General Conference Committee, James White, S. N. Haskell, D. M. Canright.

Committee on Resolutions reported the following, which were taken up
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singly, and after some remarks, were adopted.

THE HEALTH REFORM

WHEREAS, We see a growing inclination among many of our people to neglect
the health reform and to gradually go back to old, unhealthful habits of
living, and

WHEREAS, We believe this will work only evil to this people and will
displease God by despising the light which he has given, therefore,

RESOLVED, That we again warn our brethren and sisters of their danger in
this matter, and that we urge our ministers to practice the reform themselves
and to teach it to the people on all suitable occasions.

WANT OF PREACHERS

WHEREAS, There i1s an increasing need of laborers in this message, and

WHEREAS, God has accepted and greatly blessed the labors of very common
humble men in preaching this truth, therefore

RESOLVED, That we believe there are very many more young men and middle-
aged men among us who ought to give themselves to teaching the truth and to the
work of the ministry, and that we urge them to do this.

THE INCREASING PUBLIC INTEREST IN OUR CAMP-MEETINGS

RESOLVED, That we recognize the opening providence of God in the greatly
increased public interest manifested this season iIn our camp-meetings, and that
we make still greater efforts to improve these opportunities to get the present
truth before the masses of the people.

REPORTING THE CAMP-MEETINGS

RESOLVED, That we heartily approve the plan carried out by Elder White in
obtaining so able a reporter, Miss M. L. Clough, and in securing so extensive
publication of these reports in the leading papers of the various States, and
that we recommend that the same plan be carried out next season.

THE SOUTH
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RESOLVED, That we feel a deep interest in the spread of the present truth
of late in the Southern States, and that we will aid this work as fast and as
far as our means and men will allow.

SCATTERED SABBATH-KEEPERS

WHEREAS, There are individuals and companies embracing the Sabbath iIn
different parts of the world which have no personal acquaintance with this
people, and yet are desirous to co-operate with us,

RESOLVED, That we recommend that special efforts be made to secure their
interests in our Tract and Missionary work.

THE SCHOOL

WHEREAS, It is seen from the prosperity which has thus far attended our
school, and the influence i1t iIs beginning to exert, what a power for good it
might be with proper patronage, therefore

RESOLVED, That we commend this institution still to the confidence of our
people, as a place to which they would do well to send their children, and we
earnestly urge all to contribute liberally to place it upon a good financial
basis.

THE EUROPEAN PRESS

RESOLVED, That we hail with joy the appearance of the French paper issued
by Brother Andrews in Europe under the direction of the General Conference
Committee. And while the publication of this paper marks a new era in the
work there, i1t lays us under renewed obligation to do what is required of us to
support that branch of the work.

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE

RESOLVED, That the gospel does not make the financial obligation of the
people of God to the cause of truth any less than it was in previous ages; and
we believe that God justly requires of us a tenth of our income; and how can
we expect the blessing promised by the Lord through Malachi, till we comply
with the condition upon which it is suspended, and bring all our tithes into
the storehouse?

UNION



103--GCS 63-88

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding our field of operations has within a few past
years greatly enlarged, and our work increased, there never was a more
wide-spread and cheering state of union among us, therefore

RESOLVED, That we hereby record our gratitude to God for the complete
state of harmony and co-operation that exists with this people as a body.

RESOLVED, That we gratefully acknowledge the evident interposition of the
Lord in behalf of his servants, Brother and Sister White, iIn sustaining them so
remarkably during the heavy strain of care and labor that has come upon them
the
present camp-meeting season, and giving them such liberty in preaching the
word; and believing i1t i1s safe to follow where the blessing of the Lord
indicates the way, we pledge them our cordial sympathy and co-operation in
their work.

RESOLVED, That we recognize with gratitude the continued and growing
feeling of fraternity between the two bodies of Sabbath-keepers, the Seventh-
day Baptists and our people, and we extend to their delegate to our present
session, President C. W. Whitford, a cordial welcome, and recommend that Elder
James White with D. M. Canright alternate, be chosen delegate to the next
session of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Baptists.

The case of Elder —---————- , was taken up, and, on motion, was
submitted to a committee of three, appointed by the chair as follows: D. M.
Canright, S. N. Haskell, and J. H. Morrison.

Adjourned to call of chair.

THIRD SESSION

5:30 a.m., September 24. Prayer by Elder Haskell. The committee in the
case of Elder - -—————- reported by submitting the following resolution:--

WHEREAS, Elder —--————-—- has for several years past been guilty of
immoral conduct which has brought irremovable disgrace upon himself and deep
reproach upon the precious cause of Christ, and

WHEREAS, He has been repeatedly warned and reproved upon this very subject
both by the officers of the General Conference and of State Conferences where
he has labored, and also directly through the Testimonies, and

WHEREAS, While he has repeatedly acknowledged the truthfulness of the
charges and the justice of the reproofs, yet he has entirely failed to reform
his life until we dare trust him no longer, therefore
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RESOLVED, That it is but justice to the cause of God and ourselves that we
publicly announce that he receives no further countenance from us as a laborer
in the cause of God.

Report accepted, and ordered to be published in the Review, with the
minutes of the Conference.

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Mrs. F. H. Sisley in account with the General Conference:

Dr.
August 9, 1875, To cash on hand----—-—-—-——————- $1104.27
To amount received during the year----—-—-——-—-- 5089.97
Total--————-———-- oo v i e o o o o o $6194.09
September 15, 1876, By cash paid out Cr.
during the year--—--———————————————————— 5414 .27
Balance on hand--------—\———— - ————————— 779.82
Total----—————-—1--oov o o i : i i i $6194 .09

Mrs. F. H. Sisley, Treasurer.

Moved and carried that the chair appoint a committee of three to write an
address to the brethren in Texas. Whereupon, Brethren Canright, King, and
Haskell were appointed as said committee.

Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SPECIAL SESSION
THE GENERAL MEETING AT BATTLE CREEK
November 12 and 13, 1876

According to previous appointment, this meeting was held at Battle Creek,
November 12 and 13, 1876. There being a sufficient number of brethren present,
the General Conference committee called them to unite with themselves in
deliberations upon Conference business. The first session was held Sunday
morning at 10 o"clock, Elder James White, president, in the chair. Elder S. N.
Haskell, one of the General Conference Committee, was present; and Elder U.
Smith was appointed by these to supply the place of the third member of the
Committee, Elder D. M. Canright, who was absent.
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Elder H. W. Decker, president of the Wisconsin Conference, H. A. St. John,
president of the Ohio Conference, Elder James Harvey, president of the Indiana
Conference, Elder Jerome Fargo, president of the Michigan Conference, Elder
0. A. Olsen of the Wisconsin Conference, Elder John Fulton of the Minnesota
Conference, 1. A. Olmstead, a licentiate of the Michigan Conference, S.
Howland, S. H. King, Dr. J. H. Kellogg of the Health Institute, Professor S.
Brownsberger, principal of the Seventh-day Adventist College, and James Sawyer,
editor of the Swedish Herald, were invited to assist the General Conference
Committee iIn the business of the meeting.

Meeting opened with prayer by Elder Smith.

Elder White read a request from the church at Dallas, texas, for a faithful
preacher to be sent there with a tent. He made some remarks upon the
comparative number of preachers in Michigan and lowa. Michigan has nineteen
ordained preachers, twelve of whom are in the State. Ilowa has fifteen with
twelve iIn the State. Brother King made remarks upon Texas as a fTield of labor,
closing with the motion, that Elder R. M. Kilgore, of lowa, be requested by the
General Conference to go to Texas, to labor there as a missionary. The motion
was carried.

The subject of Systematic Benevolence was taken up. The matter had been
carefully studied by the brethren during the two previous days, in special
Bible-class sessions, and by themselves. The result of this investigation will
very soon be published in pamphlet form by the Committee.

Adjourned to call of chair.

SECOND SESSION, 2 P.M.
Prayer by Elder White.

Elder White introduced the matter of the Swedish Mission, and read a letter
from a Swedish brother, A. J. Petterson, of New Sweden, Maine, requesting that
Brother James Sawyer go to stay with them a month or more, to teach them
English. Remarks were made by Brother Sawyer and Elder Haskell. Elder Haskell
moved that Brother Sawyer visit the Swedes In Maine as soon as possible.
Carried.

The matter of sending Elder John Matteson to Denmark was mentioned; but for
want of information, i1t was left with the General Conference Committee.

Elder White spoke for a few moments upon the distribution of reading matter
and the duty of the Conference to take some measures to accomplish it
effectually. Elder Haskell also made some remarks. Elder White mentioned the
representation of our publications at the Centennial, the expense of which
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would be presented for consideration at the evening session after Dr. Kellogg
should report. He then dwelt upon the Signs of the Times and Health Reformer
and the number of subscribers that should be obtained 1In each State.

Moved by Elder Decker, that a committee of five be appointed to apportion
to each conference the number of subscribers it should obtain for these
publications. Carried. The chair appointed S. N. Haskell, H. A. St. John,
Jerome Fargo, U. Smith, and H. W. Decker, as said committee.

The college paper was introduced by Professor Brownsberger, who made some
remarks upon the objects of that paper. After a few remarks by Elder White, it
was voted to refer the matter to a committee of three, who shall take charge of
the publishing of said paper, and appoint its editor. Professor Brownsberger,
Dr. Kellogg, and Elder Smith, were appointed as such committee.

Adjourned to call of chair.

THIRD SESSION, 10:10 P.M.
Prayer by Elder White.
The committee on apportioning periodicals reported as follows:--

To circulate 10,000 copies each of the Signs of the Times and the Health
Reformer, Maine should circulate 267 copies of each; New England, 400;
Vermont, 334; New York, 667; Ohio, 467; Michigan, 3,334; Indiana, 334;
I1linois, 400; Wisconsin, 1,200; Minnesota, 800; lowa, 1,267; Missouri, 334;
Kansas, 400;

Texas, 67; Virginia, 67.

The report was accepted.

VOTED, That the General Conference recommend to our several Tract and
Missionary Societies east of the Rocky Mountains to make an earnest effort to
obtain 10,000 subscribers for the Signs, and the same for the Reformer.

MOVED, by Elder Haskell, That we recommend to the several conferences to
follow the example of the State of New York by taking a number of almanacs that
will compare with their membership as the number New York has taken compares
with hers. Carried.

The above apportionment was made upon that basis by the Committee.

Dr. J. H. Kellogg presented his report of the exhibition of our
publications at the Centennial as follows:--
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DISTRIBUTED

Denominational Tracts----—-—————————————- 7,000
Health and Temperance Tracts------—-—--—- 7,000
Periodicals-------—-——— - 1,000
Almanacs------—-—————————————— 2,300
Bird*s Eye ViewSs——-——-——-—————————————————— 4,000
Catalogues of Health Publications-----—-- 3,000
Number of pp. circulated----—————-—————- 500,000

Total cost--——-————————— -~ $291.00

VOTED, That Elder S. N. Haskell be a committee to correspond with the
several conferences, or Tract and Missionary Societies, and apportion to each
its share of this expense, and invite them to pay it.

Elder White occupied a few minutes in speaking upon the prospects of our
College and the advantages it presents to pupils from all parts of the wide
field. The duty of our people to come up fully on systematic benevolence, so
as to put our institutions on firm footing and keep them there, was plainly and
forcibly set forth by the speaker.

VOTED, To recommend to the several conferences to interest themselves in
sending pupils to our College at Battle Creek.

A letter was read from Orlando Soule iIn Tennessee, asking a little help.
The Conference voted to assist him in the manner he suggested. It was also
voted to send him ten dollars®™ worth of publications.

VOTED, That the proceedings of this Conference be published In Review.

Adjourned at 11:10 p.m., to call of chair.

FOURTH SESSION, MONDAY, 9 A.M.
Prayer by H. W. Decker.

VOTED, That this Conference recommend that Elder S. N. Haskell make
Michigan his headquarters, to labor especially iIn this State iIn connection with
the Michigan Tract and Missionary Society, and in other States as may be
required, to carry out the plans of this Conference. Carried by unanimous
vote.

Matters relating to the General Conference Tract and Missionary Society
were discussed. On examination of the records, it was found that this Society
was
organized in 1874, with Elder James White as president, Benn Auten treasurer,
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and Elder S. N. Haskell business agent; also it was found that this Society has
a credit of $493.76, at the Review Office.

VOTED, To revive this Society, with Sister M. J. Chapman as treasurer. By
virtue of his office, the president appointed Sister Chapman secretary.

After some further discussion as to the amount necessary to be raised iIn
addition to the systematic benevolence in the several conferences, the meeting
adjourned to meet at 1:30 p.m.

FIFTH SESSION, 1:30 P.M.

Prayer by Elder White. 1In connection with this session, a meeting of the
trustees of the Publishing Association was held. This board transacted some
business relating to accounts between the Association and several of the State
Conferences. This was done at this point, that the General Conference might be
prepared to decide upon the amount of means necessary to be raised to carry on
the proposed missionary work.

The chair then appointed a committee to present a resolution upon that
matter at the next session.

Adjourned to meet at 7 p.m.

SIXTH SESSION, 7 P_M.
Prayer by Elder St. John.

The Committee presented the following resolution, which was accepted and
adopted:--

WHEREAS, In the raising of means for all such general enterprises as the
proposed increase of the circulation of our periodicals and distribution of our
publications, or in any move for the support of our institutions, which are
laboring for the advancement of the Master®"s cause, our people should have the
privilege of bearing the burden equally, and should regard it a duty to do
so; and,

WHEREAS, Such equality may be effected if our people, having first correct
systematic benevolence pledges, will donate for such special calls sums in
proportion to their systematic benevolence pledges, therefore,

RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend to the several state conferences
that each individual raise a sum equal to one-third of his systematic
benevolence pledge for the year, to meet the demand for means to be used as far
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as necessary in the proposed increase of the circulation of the Signs, the
Reformer, and other publications, this offering to be paid, if convenient, the
first of January 1877, or, if more favorable, in four installments, the first
to be paid January 1; the second, April 1; the third, July 1; and the fourth,
October 1, 1877.

Adjourned to call of the chair. James White, President.
C. W. Stone, Secretary.

RECORDS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

1877 to 1882

SIXTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

September 20, 1877

According to appointment, this meeting was held on the Lansing camp-ground,
September 20, at 9 a.m. Elder S. N. Haskell called the meeting to order,
stating that as the president of the Conference, Elder James White, was absent,
it would be necessary to choose a chairman. The Conference then called to the
chair Elder S. N. Haskell, who opened the meeting by prayer. As the secretary,
C. W. Stone, was also absent, A. B. Oyen was chosen secretary pro tem.

In response to the call for delegates to the Conference from the several
States, the following named brethren appeared as such:--

S. N. Haskell, from New England; E. H. Root, D. H. Lamson, E. R. Jones,
John Day, Harvey Kenyon, Ezra Griggs, Francis Nelson, A. B. Oyen, from
Michigan; G. W. Colcord, from Illinois; H. W. Decker, from Wisconsin; W. C.
White, from
California; A. H. Hall, from New York; H. A. St. John, from Ohio.

The following named brethren, who were present, were, by vote of the
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Conference, appointed to act as delegates from their respective states: J. O.
Corliss, from Virginia; John Fulton, from Canada; A. J. Stover, from Kansas;
George Tenney, from Wisconsin.

ON MOTION, All our brethren in good standing in the churches were invited
to participate in the deliberations of the Conference.

The present standing of the Conference is shown by the following reports
from the state conferences, and general missions:--
Name of Conferences Ministers Licentiates Churches Members S.B. Pledges

Maine--————————————————— 3 1 13 263 $ 810.42
Vermont--- - ————————————-— 6 2 18 425 1,566.39
New England-----———-———-—- 3 5 21 400 2,500.00
New York & Pennsylvania- 8 5 40 850 3,643.10
Ohio-—-————————- 1 3 13 300 1,804.28
Michigan-- - -—-—————————-— 21 15 108 3258 12,000.00
Indrana----————————-———- 3 2 13 315 1,000.00
Wisconsin--————————————— 8 8 50 1135 3,863.00
IHlinois-——————————————- 6 13 22 500 2,384.47
Minnesota--- - - —-—-———————-— 12 16 45 871 2,847.54
lowa and Nebraska------- 12 12 60 1365 5,077.00
Missouri-- - - ———————————— 4 2 17 438 1,200.00
Kansas-----————————————- 5 4 18 386 1,349.17
California---————————-——- 5 6 22 600 5,504.30
Kentucky & Tennessee---- 2 3 6 67 426.89
North Pacific Mission--- 2 2 43
Texas Mission--——-—————-—- 1 2 92 550.00
European Mission-------—- 4 8 300 650.00
Total---—————-————-————- 106 97 478 11,708 $47,176.56

The secretary®s report, being called for, was read and accepted.

TREASURER®"S REPORT

Dr.
U. Smith in account with the General Conference,
September 17, 1876, To cash on hand----—-———-——————- $ 779.82
To amount received during year-—--————————————————— 3276.09
Total-----—-— - o oo e o e e o o e o i o $4055.91
September 19, 1877, By amount paid out Cr.
during year—-—-—-——————————————— $2929.01
Balance on hand-------—- - - ———— - - ———— - 1126.90
Jotal--————-———--- v v i i i i i i i i i i i i i $4055.91

U. Smith, Treasurer.

The chair was empowered, by vote, to appoint the different committees,
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1. On Nominations, 2. On Resolutions, 3. On Auditing accounts.

The appointments were afterward made as follows: On nominations, U. Smith,
H. W. Decker, W. C. White; on resolutions, U. Smith, S. Brownsberger, A. B.
Oyen; on auditing accounts, W. C. White, J. S. Day, F. W. Howe.

Adjourned to call of chair.

SECOND SESSION

Convened September 24, 3:30 p.m. Prayer by Elder D. H. Lamson. The
president called Elder U. Smith to the chair. The minutes of last session were
read.

The following additional delegates presented their credentials at this
session: S. H. Lane, from Indiana; L. McCoy, from lowa. N. Grant, from Ohio,
appeared as alternate for H. A. St. John, who was obliged to leave the ground
on account of 1ll health.

The Nominating Committee reported as follows: For President, Elder James
White; Secretary, Elder U. Smith; Treasurer, Mrs. J. H. Chapman; Executive
Committee, Elders James White, S. N. Haskell, and D. M. Canright.

The report was accepted, and the committee discharged. The persons
nominated were thereupon unanimously elected.

Verbal reports from missionaries and laborers were called for, and remarks
were made by Elder John Fulton, for Canada; Elder J. O. Corliss, for Virginia;
L. McCoy, for lowa; Elder S. H. Lane, for Indiana, and Elder D. M. Canright,
for New England.

Interesting letters were read from Elder 1. D. Van Horn, North Pacific
Mission; Elder S. Osborn, Kentucky and Tennessee Conference; J. M. ENlitt,
Alabama; Elder R. M. Kilgore, Texas; Elder George 1. Butler, Missouri; Timothy

Bryant, Maine; Elder J. Ertzenberger, Germany, and Elder D. T. Bourdeau,
France.

A request from Elder H. A. St. John for an efficient minister to labor in
the Ohio Conference this fall and winter, was also read.

Adjourned to call of chair.

THIRD SESSION

Convened 5:30 p.m., September 27. Prayer by Elder U. Smith. The minutes
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of last session were read and approved.

A letter from Elder John G. Matteson, giving the standing of the cause In
Denmark, its wants, and its future prospects, was read.

The report of the Committee on Resolutions being called for, they presented
the following partial report:--

RESOLVED, That we express our sympathy for the friends of the Sabbath
reform, in those portions of Europe where the English language is spoken, and
we hope to be able ere long to establish a mission in that field.

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our gratitude to God for the success that
has thus far attended our European Mission, and for i1ts present prosperity, and
pledge ourselves anew to sustain our beloved brother, Elder J. N. Andrews, and
his fellow-laborers iIn the work there, by sending him additional helpers as
soon as In our power.

RESOLVED, That in the starting of a mission in Denmark, the success
attending Elder John G. Matteson®"s labors to establish the truth there, and the
many calls for labor in that country, we see the opening and favoring
providence of God, and an indicating that the prophecy that the truth shall be
preached to
many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and Kkings, is being fulfilled.

WHEREAS, In view of the many favorable openings for the introduction of
the third angel®s message among the Swedes, Danes, and Norwegians, not only in
this
country, but also in Sweden, Denmark, and Norway, and the lack of efficient
laborers iIn these tongues, therefore,

RESOLVED, That we encourage young men of these nationalities, who feel a
burden of the work, to prepare themselves for usefulness and engage in
spreading the light among their countrymen, and that we pray the Lord of the
harvest to
send out more laborers into his vineyard.

RESOLVED, That we recommend the president of this Conference to visit
immediately the southern field, accompanied by such a laborer, or laborers, as
he may choose, or if he cannot go, that some other suitable person be
immediately sent.

WHEREAS, The calls for ministerial labor iIn spreading the truth in all
parts of the world are rapidly increasing, and as they are now far beyond the
ability of our conferences to meet, and

WHEREAS, The Biblical Institute lately held in California has proved so
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instrumental in the preparation of young men for this work, that, by its means,
the number of laborers in that State has been almost doubled;

RESOLVED, That Elders James White and U. Smith be requested to continue to
hold such Biblical Institutes during the coming year, in such States and at
such times as the General Conference Committee may advise.

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our high appreciation of the efficiency
of the labors of these brethren, and the skill and thoroughness which
characterize their management of these Institutes.

RESOLVED, That this Conference appoint a committee of one or more to draft
a better form for church letter, or letter of recommendation, to be used by all
our churches.

The above resolutions were unanimously adopted, several of them being
discussed at some length by the delegates.

It was moved and seconded that Elder U. Smith draft a church letter in
accordance with resolution eight.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

FOURTH SESSION
September 28, 4:30 p.m. Prayer by Elder J. H. Waggoner.

The Committee on Resolutions, presented the following, which were
unanimously adopted:--

RESOLVED, That each year®"s experience in this message confirms our faith
that God has chosen Brother and Sister White to fill a leading position in this
work; that we never felt the need of their counsel and experienced labors more
than now; and that therefore we earnestly pray God to sustain them with
strength and wisdom for their arduous labors.

WHEREAS, We see the utmost confusion, division, and lack of harmony,
among other bodies of Adventists, crippling their influence, and bringing
reproach upon the Advent cause; and

WHEREAS, Such thorough unity, both in doctrine and practice, has always
prevailed among Seventh-day Adventists, and does still, though they are of so
many different nationalities, creeds, classes, and temperaments; therefore

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our deep gratitude to God for the harmony
and power of the Third Angel®s Message which has done so much for us. And
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WHEREAS, During the experience of a quarter of a century of this work we
have invariably seen those persons and parties who have separated themselves
from us in opposition to the gift of prophecy which God has placed in the
remnant church, go into divisions, confusion, or cease to accomplish
anything in the work of the present truth; therefore

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our continued conviction that we are
largely indebted to the gift of prophecy, as manifested through Sister White,
for the harmony and unity which this people enjoy.

RESOLVED, That we, as a people should cultivate a high and active
educational sentiment, and see that all our children secure a good mental
training, or, at least, a thorough knowledge of the common branches taught in
our schools.

RESOLVED, That we are highly gratified at the prosperity that has attended
our efforts in the establishment of an iInstitution of learning, and with joy
and humility we would acknowledge the directing hand of God in all these
efforts.

RESOLVED, That our ministers should continually keep before our people
their duty to support the work of the ministry, according to the plan of
systematic benevolence as set forth in the recent tract entitled,

"Systematic Benevolence'™; and that we recommend that the leader of each
company read that tract to the church at the quarterly meeting in January next.

RESOLVED, That we fully approve of the plan partially adopted by our
brethren last year, of each individual giving for the support of the tract and
missionary cause a sum equal to one-third his systematic benevolence; and that
we recommend its universal adoption.

RESOLVED, That we encourage donations on the part of those who are able to
make them, to the tract cause and to every other branch of the work where means
are needed.

RESOLVED, That Brethren James White, D. M. Canright, and U. Smith be
hereby appointed a committee to prepare a systematic benevolence book and a
church
clerk®s book adapted to the present wants of the cause.

Interesting remarks were made by Elder D. M. Canright and others in
reference to Resolutions 1, 2 and 3. He heartily approved of and indorsed
them, and wished that an expression from the congregation might be taken 1in
regard to
them. A rising vote was taken, showing that the people were entirely in
harmony and sympathy with the sentiments expressed iIn the resolutions.
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The report of the committee appointed in the annual meeting of the
Conference iIn 1875, to revise the tract on "Leadership,'”™ was called for. Elder
U. Smith stated that the committee had not had time to devote to this revision,
but as certain resolutions touching this question had been prepared to be
submitted to this Conference, the committee would beg leave to endorse those
resolutions, and present them for theilr report:--

RESOLVED, That we rescind all that portion of the "Address on Leadership”
passed in 1873, which teaches that the leadership of the body is confined to
any one man.

RESOLVED, That the highest authority under God among Seventh-day
Adventists is found in the will of the body of that people, as expressed in the
decisions
of the General Conference when acting within 1ts proper jurisdiction; and that
such decisions should be submitted to by all without exception, unless they can
be shown to conflict with the word of God and the rights of individual
conscience.

The Conference accepted the report of the Committee, and unanimously
adopted the resolutions.

Elder White spoke of the pleasure of seeing Elder W. H. Littlejohn at this
meeting, and of the prospect of his once more being united with our people, and
laboring In harmony with us.

Brother Littlejohn thereupon said that the resolutions just passed had
cleared away the difficulties that had stood in the way of his active
co-operating with the body for the past four years, and he hoped that he soon
would have the privilege of engaging actively iIn the work of spreading the
truth again.

Elder White then presented the following resolution:--

RESOLVED, That this Conference invite Brother Littlejohn to join us iIn the
work in fellowship and in labor.

This was unanimously passed by a rising vote of the whole congregation.

Adjourned to call of the president. James White, President.
A. B. Oyen, Secretary pro tem.
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SPECIAL SESSION
at

Battle Creek, Michigan, March 1, 1878

BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS
OF THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION OF THE

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

The Conference met according to appointment, in Battle Creek, March 1,
1878.

The president, Elder James White, being absent, the meeting was called to
order by the secretary, and Elder S. N. Haskell was chosen president pro tem.
Prayer by Elder D. M. Canright.

The object of the meeting, and a general view of the business to come
before 1t, was presented by the chairman.

Delegates were present as follows: R. F. Andrews and G. W. Colcord, from
Illinois; H. A. St. John from Ohio; W. H. Hall, from Minnesota; A. W. Maynard,
M. J. Cornell, J. Fargo, A. B. Oyen, W. K. Loughborough, J. S. Day, J. O.
Corliss, and E. R. Jones, from Michigan; S. H. Lane and J. D. Shilling, from
Indiana; D. M. Canright, from New England; H. W. Decker and George C. Tenney,
from Wisconsin; O. A. Olsen, from the Scandinavians of Wisconsin; B. L.
Whitney from New York; A. S. Hutchins, from Vermont; S. H. King, from Texas,
and W. C. White, from California.

Letters were read from J. N. Ayers, president of the Kansas Conference,
George 1. Butler, president of the Missouri Conference, and John Fulton, from
Ontario.

Remarks were made on the matters introduced in these letters, by Elders
S. N. Haskell, D. M. Canright, H. A. St. John, and E. W. Farnsworth.

MOVED, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair, to present a
resolution on the time of holding camp-meetings, and on any other subjects to
be considered by the Conference. Carried.
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The chair thereupon appointed D. M. Canright, A. Swedeberg, and B. L.
Whitney, as said committee.

The hour having arrived for the meeting of the Health Institute, the
Conference adjourned till 2 p.m.

SECOND SESSION

Met according to adjournment. Prayer by U. Smith. Minutes of last session
read and approved.

The reading of letters was resumed. Communications were presented from
Elders J. G. Matteson and A. C. Bourdeau. Remarks were made on the Danish
Mission by O. A. Olsen and A. B. Oyen, and on the work in Canada by A. S.
Hutchins.

Spirited remarks were made by Brethren Canright, Colcord, Farnsworth,
Hutchins and Hall, in reference to the wants of their respective States, iIn
the line of camp-meetings.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of five to arrange the time for
camp-meetings, and the distribution of labor the coming season. Carried.

The following brethren were thereupon appointed as said committee:
J. Fargo, of Michigan; W. H. Hall, of Minnesota; E. W. Farnsworth, of lowa;
B. L. Whitney, of New York; and A. S. Hutchins, of Vermont.

A letter was presented from E. B. Lane, of Virginia, and the remainder of
this session was occupied in remarks upon the mission in that State.

THIRD SESSION
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. Prayer by J. H. Waggoner. Minutes read and accepted.

A letter was presented from A. O. Burrill, of Alabama, followed by remarks
from the chairman on the southern field. Letters were then read from J. N.
Andrews, of Bale, Switzerland, and Dr. Ribton, of Naples, ltaly. These called
out full remarks upon the European Mission by W. C. White, D. M. Canright,

H. W. Decker, and J. H. Waggoner.

A resolution was thereupon offered and adopted, expressing thankfulness
for the success of the European Mission, and the openings for a wide-spread
work among the nations, and again appealing to the friends of the cause to
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donate of
their means to sustain the mission, as the General Conference Committee may

suggest.

Interesting remarks were then made on the extent of the work, the greatly
increased demands upon us, and the more complete facilities now possessed by
the offices of publication, and other branches of the cause, for a rapid and
extended work.

The committee on camp-meetings reported, suggested that camp-meetings be
held as follows:--

Missouri—--—--——-—-—- May 15-20 ohio--—--—————————- Aug. 7-12
Kansas----——-—————- May 22-27 Indiana--—--————-—- Aug. 14-19
Wisconsin (1) May 29-June 3 Michigan----—-—-- Aug. 21-26
Wisconsin (2)---Sept. 11-16 Itlinois--———-—--—- Sept. 4-9
New York (1)------ June 5-10 lowa--————-———-—- Sept. 18-23
New York (2)------ Sept. 4-9 Nebraska-------- Sept. 25-30
Vermont---——————- June 12-17 New England-----

Minnesota-----—-- June 19-24 Maine---—--—————-

They recommended that one or more of the General Conference Committee
attend each of the camp-meetings.

The committee to draft a resolution touching the time of holding camp-
meetings reported by submitting the following:--

RESOLVED, That we recommend to those conferences which hold two camp-
meetings, that the sessions of the State Conference be held in connection with
one, and the annual meeting of the Tract and Missionary Society with the other,
thus giving a better opportunity for transacting the business of these meetings
without interfering with the iInterests of the camp-meeting. Adopted.

FOURTH SESSION

This session was devoted wholly to a consideration of the Sabbath-school
interest, and the result of the session is embodied chiefly in the following
resolutions:--

RESOLVED, 1. That an increase of iInterest and action in Sabbath-school
work i1s greatly needed among us.
2. That a systematic and uniform method iIs necessary to greater
efficiency
in Sabbath-school iInstruction.
3. That a General Sabbath-school Association should be organized by our
people, with State Conference auxiliary associations.
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4. That a committee on Sabbath-school interests be appointed by this
Conference, with iInstruction to report at its earliest convenience.

A committee, in accordance with the above, was thereupon appointed,
consisting of Brethren W. C. White, G. H. Bell and A. C. Spicer, who reported a
form for constitution, which upon consideration was referred back to the
committee; and Elders Waggoner and Canright were added to their number.

A committee to nominate officers for the contemplated Sabbath-school
organization was thereupon appointed as follows: Brethren Canright, Decker,
and Brownsberger.

FIFTH SESSION

Prayer by A. S. Hutchins. The Committee on Resolutions reported the
following which, after some discussion, were unanimously adopted:--

OUR COLLEGE

WHEREAS, We behold with the greatest satisfaction and thankfulness to God,
the prosperity of our College, as indicated by a greatly increased attendance
and by its harmonious workings, and

WHEREAS, We have full confidence in this institution and believe that the
Spirit of God is guiding in Its management; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we recommend all our Seventh-day Adventist brethren to send
their children to this College, believing it will be for their spiritual as
well
as mental Improvement.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS

WHEREAS, The experience of the past year has fully demonstrated the
utility of the system of quarterly meetings as proposed by this Conference,
and

WHEREAS, It will require faithfulness and perseverance on the part of the
officers and members of our churches to maintain the system after it has been
adopted; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we again commend this plan to all our churches, and urge
those upon whom the responsibility rests to labor earnestly that 1t may be
fully carried out.

RESOLVED, That we also recommend the general adoption of the new books
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prepared for the tract and missionary workers, believing that their use will
greatly facilitate the work of the tract society.

ELDER JAMES WHITE

RESOLVED, That, while we deeply regret the necessary absence of the
president of this Conference, our dear Brother White, by which we are deprived
of his experienced counsel at this important point in the work, yet we are
thankful to know that his health is improving and that he is able to speak to
us through our papers, and we assure him of our continued sympathy,
co-operation,
and prayers in his behalf.

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE BOOKS

RESOLVED, That we heartily approve the work of the committee appointed to
prepare new systematic benevolence and church record books, and recommend all
or churches to supply themselves with these books, that there may be uniformity
among us in the keeping of our church records and systematic benevolence
accounts.

THE DANISH MISSION

RESOLVED, That we recognize the providence of God in the success which has
attended the mission in Denmark, and that in consequence of the increased
magnitude of the work there, we show our sympathy with Elder Matteson and our
interest In his work by rendering him all the assistance in our power, and by
sending him, as soon as arrangements to that effect can be made, an assistant.

RESOLVED, That we recommend him to procure a tent for his use, friends of
that mission to assist by their means to this purpose.
THE GENERAL EUROPEAN MISSION

WHEREAS, There is immediate necessity of help for the cause in Italy and
other portions of Europe, and

WHEREAS, The demands upon the European Mission have been such, that, under
the most careful management, It has overdrawn its funds to the extent of about
$2,000; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we recommend and invite further $100 donations and smaller
sums to aid in this branch of the work.
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THE HEALTH REFORM INSTITUTE

RESOLVED, That we are greatly cheered by the improvement in the management
at the Health Institute, in the increased proficiency of i1ts physicians and
helpers, and in i1ts rapidly growing patronage and influence.

RESOLVED, That we express our confidence that this Institution was
established in the providence of God to aid in an important branch of the third
angel"s message, and hence should be faithfully sustained by God®s people.

WHEREAS, That Health Reform Institute, iIn consequence of extensive
building, Is just now in the most pressing need of means to meet its
obligations and finish the building; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we earnestly recommend our brethren and sisters everywhere
to loan to the Institute immediately such sums as i1s reasonably within their
power to raise, the Institute giving ample security for the payment of such
loans at such times as may be agreed upon by the parties, with a fair rate of
interest.

UNSUCCESSFUL LABORERS

WHEREAS, The cause is rapidly extending on every side, and the number of
public laborers is increasing yearly, and the matter of their support is
becoming a more and more important question with us each year; and

WHEREAS, Our systematic benevolence fund is depended upon by them for
support; and in a considerable number of cases we find ministers who embarrass
the Conference by requiring year after year more funds from the treasury than
they bring into it; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we recommend the different conferences to be sparing of
their means to such ministers, paying them only in proportion to the benefit
they have been to the cause iIn raising up churches, or otherwise.

SIXTH SESSION

Monday, 2:30 p.m. On motion a committee of five was appointed to prepare
a small collection of hymns for use in tent meetings and in new fields. The
committee consisted of the following-named persons: W. C. White, U. Smith,
B. L. Whitney, G. W. Colcord, and C. C. Lewis.

MEETING-HOUSE IN BATTLE CREEK
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As a larger house of worship in Battle Creek has become absolutely
necessary on account of the increasing numbers called in to this place by the
College,

Sanitarium, Publishing Office, and the general meetings that must be held here
in connection with these iInstitutions, the matter of the erection of a suitable
house was freely canvassed by the Conference. As the result, the opinion was
unanimously expressed that the cause must suffer loss without such a provision
to meet i1ts growing wants. Whereupon it was

MOVED AND CARRIED, That the General Conference Committee, with the
presidents of the different State Conferences, be a committee to confer with a
building committee to be appointed by the Battle Creek Church, in reference to
the erection of such a building as 1Is now demanded.

Adjourned sine die. S. N. Haskell, Pres. pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

THE SABBATH-SCHOOL WORK

The following action of the General Conference in relation to our Sabbath-
school cause, we give in this manner by itself, for more prominence and
convenient reference.

Monday evening, March 4, 6 p.m.

Prayer by E. W. Farnsworth. The committee appointed to draft a
constitution for the proposed Sabbath-school organization reported a form,
which, after some
amendments, was adopted. It is as follows:--

CONSTITUTION

For the purpose of awakening a deeper interest in Sabbath-school work, and
of securing uniformity of method in our schools, a Sabbath-school Association
IS hereby organized by Seventh-day Adventists iIn General Conference assembled,
this 4th day of March, A.D. 1878, this Association to be governed by the
following Constitution:--

ARTICLE 1
This society shall be known as the Seventh-day Adventist Sabbath-school
Association; and shall be composed of all the members of the several Sabbath-
schools of the Seventh-day Adventists, who shall be represented in business
sessions by delegates from the several State Conference Sabbath-school
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Associations, chosen upon the same basis and plan as are the delegates to the
General Conference.

ARTICLE 11
The officers of this Association shall be a President, as many Vice-
Presidents as there may be auxiliary Conference Associations, the President of
each of which Associations shall be a Vice-President of this. These officers
shall be elected annually.

ARTICLE 111
The duties of the President shall be to preside at all the meetings of the
Association and of the Executive Board, and to call special meetings thereof.

ARTICLE 1V

The duties of the Recording Secretary shall be:--

1. To record all the proceedings of the Association, and to present a
yearly summary of the same at the annual meeting.

2. To present such other summary reports as may from time to time be
ordered.

3. To attend the meetings of the Executive Board, and keep a record of
its proceedings.

ARTICLE V

It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary:--

1. To execute all the correspondence ordered by the Association and by the
Executive Board.

2. To make to the Recording Secretary an annual report of such
correspondence, at least two weeks previous to the annual meeting of this
Association.

3. To make reports at such other times as may be ordered.

4. He shall also act as treasurer of the Association, and shall receive
and hold all moneys belonging to the Association, giving receipts therefor, and
paying out the same as the Association or the Executive Board may direct,
through the written order of the Recording Secretary.

ARTICLE VI

The functions of the Executive Board shall be:--

1. To represent this Association when not in session assembled, and to
execute all its recommendations and orders.

2. To assist, either personally or by authorized agents, iIn organizing and
conducting Sabbath-schools, Sabbath-school Institutes, and Sabbath-school
Associations.

3. To induce those possessing the requisite ability, and having a heart in
the work, to write In the interest of Bible study and proper Sabbath-school
instruction, and to secure the publication and distribution of needed Sabbath-
school literature.

4. To make all necessary provisions for rendering the sessions of the
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Association interesting and profitable; and in general, to labor to make our
Sabbath-schools efficient in preparing their members to be fruitful workers in
the grand mission of the Third Angel®s Message.

ARTICLE VII
The funds for defraying the expenses of this Association shall be obtained
by contributions and donations.

ARTICLE VII1I
This Constitution may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of the
delegates present at any regular meeting.

The Committee on Nominations reported the following names: president, D. M.
Canright; recording secretary, G. H. Bell; corresponding secretary, Miss Eva
Perkins; Executive Committee, D. M. Canright, S. N. Haskell, and W. C. White.
All of these were elected by unanimous vote.

Remarks were made by Brethren Canright, White, Bell, Colcord, Olsen, Jones,
and others, expressing their convictions of the necessity and iImportance of
this move.

It was suggested that a song book, and smaller question books be prepared
for the children, and that annual meetings for the children be held in
connection with the camp-meetings. It was thought necessary to organize
state associations.

MOVED, That the chairman appoint a committee of three to draft a
constitution for state organizations. Carried.

D. M. Canright, G. H. Bell, and W. C. White were appointed to draw up the
constitution for said organizations.

0. A. Olsen remarked that the Danish brethren could not use the question
books unless a translation be made. 1t was thereupon voted that this matter
be referred to the committee.

The time having arrived for the Tract and Missionary meeting, the

Conference adjourned sine die. S. N. Haskell, Pres. pro tem.
J. T. Richards, Sec. pro tem.

MEETING OF GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
Dr. Kellogg

July, 1878
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A special meeting of the General Conference Committee was held at the
house of Elder James White, in Battle Creek, Michigan, on the evening of
July 2, 1878, at which the following resolutions respecting Dr. J. H. Kellogg
were unanimously adopted:--

RESOLVED, That, in our opinion, Dr. J. H. Kellogg should have periods of
entire rest of several weeks®™ duration each, three or four times a year.

RESOLVED, That, in our opinion, he is sinning against God and himself,
and committing a wrong against the supporters and patrons of the Sanitarium
in depriving himself of less than eight hours in bed iIn every twenty-four,
whether able to sleep or not.

RESOLVED, That he should not be accessible at all hours of the day, but
that no one should be permitted to come into his room or his office without
permission.

RESOLVED, That he should throw the labor and the responsibilities upon
less experienced physicians and helpers as far as possible.

RESOLVED, That we, the General Conference Committee, who have the
oversight of the entire work, feel that it is our duty to control this matter,
if at any time we shall see Dr. Kellogg violating the laws of health and life,
and thus endangering the reputation and financial condition of the Sanitarium,
which would result in bringing trial upon our people.

RESOLVED, That a copy of these resolutions be placed in the hands of Dr.
Kellogg, and another be preserved among the Conference papers.

James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

[Memorandum: According to the last resolution a copy of the foregoing was
placed in Dr. Kellogg®s hands, July 3, 1878.]

SEVENTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
October 4, 1878

This meeting convened, as per appointment in Review, on the camp-ground
at Battle Creek, Michigan, October 4, at 10:30 a.m.
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Prayer by the president, Elder James White.

Delegates responded as follows: J. B. Goodrich, from Maine; B. L. Whitney
and S. B. Whitney, from New York; H. A. St. John, from Ohio; J. H. Waggoner,
W. H. Littlejohn, J. Fargo, E. H. Root, W. C. White, D. H. Lamson, S.
Brownsberger, and S. H. King, from Michigan; S. H. Lane, from Indiana; G. W.
Colcord, from Illinois; H. W. Decker and 0. A. Olsen, from Wisconsin; J. N.
Loughborough, from California.

The following brethren, being present, were invited to act as delegates
from their respective localities: J. F. Hanson, from lowa; R. F. Andrews, from
Illinois; J. N. Ayers, from Kansas; S. Osborn, from Kentucky and Tennessee;

M. E. Kellogg, from Vermont; and S. N. Haskell, from New England. From
missionary fields: Robert Sawyer, from Virginia; L. Caldwell, from Texas;
A. O. Burrill, from Alabama; A. C. Bourdeau, from the Province of Quebec;
J. N. Andrews, from Switzerland; and D. T. Bourdeau, from France.

Reports presented show the present standing of the Conference to be as

follows:--
GENERAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY FOR THE
YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 4, 1878*

Name of Conferences Ministers Licentiates Churches Members S.B. Pledges
Maine---—-—-——————————- 3 2 16 312 $ 1,067.84
Vermont--- - ——————————-— 7 7 13 525 1,566.39
New England------—-—-- 2 3 24 450 3,000.00
New York & Pennsylvania 8 5 40 850 3,643.10
Ohio-—--——-—-—-———— 2 10 14 396 1,570.76
Michigan-----————————- 21 19 108 3258 9,538.56
Indiana-----——-——-—-————- 4 4 19 380 1,200.00
Wisconsin----—-———————-— 8 13 47 1156 2,964.88
Itlinois--——————-————- 9 7 25 700 1,883.63
Minnesota-----——-—-——-—-—- 14 21 51 850 3,248.61
lowa and Nebraska----- 13 17 72 1500 6,000.00
Missouri—---——————————- 4 5 14 355 1,200.00
Kansas--------—=—=———- 5 9 26 695 1,356.00
California—--—————————- 8 8 29 740 5,899.36
Kentucky & Tennessee-- 2 3 6 72 426.89
Oregon---—————————————— 3 6 5 215 1,230.00
Texas Mission-------—- 1 2 4 150 500.00
Gen. Southern Mission- 5 3 68 172.71
European Mission------ 2 5 16 250 600.00
Nevada Mission------—-- 2 45 508.56

Colorado Mission-—-—--—-- 30
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Danish Mission------—- 1 3 5 80 60.00

Total--——————————- 117 154 549 13077 $47,637.29
As given last year----106 97 478 11708 47,176 .56
Gain during year------ 11 57 71 1369 $ 460.73

*The figures given in this report are not, in all cases, as large as they
should be. For instance, the systematic benevolence figures In some cases are
taken from the treasurer®s report of money actually received, as published in
the Review, no report of the pledge having been sent to the General
Conference. But the payments are always below what is pledged, and what can
be, and probably will be, in time paid in. Again, we have taken the churches
and
membership, In some iInstances, from the report of last year, for although we
know there has been an increase, we cannot tell how much. The states from
which no report has been received are, Michigan, Missouri, and Vermont.

Secretary.

The reading of the minutes of last session was wailved.
On motion the chair appointed the following committees:--

On Nominations: J. N. Andrews, J. N. Loughborough, J. H. Waggoner.
On Resolutions: U. Smith, James White, S. N. Haskell.

On Auditing: W. C. White and H. W. Kellogg-

On Preaching: James White, S. N. Haskell, D. M. Canright.

The following resolution was presented by the president:--

WHEREAS, The impression has gone out from some unknown cause that J. H.
Kellogg, M.D., holds infidel sentiments, which does him great injustice, and
also endangers his influence as physician-in-chief of the Sanitarium; therefore

RESOLVED, That in our opinion justice to the doctor and the Institute
under his medical charge, demand that he should have the privilege of making
his sentiments known, and that he be iInvited to address those assembled on this
ground, upon the harmony of science and the Sacred Scriptures.

This resolution was unanimously adopted, after which the Conference
adjourned to the call of the chair.

[Note.--In accordance with the foregoing resolution, Dr. Kellogg gave,

before a large audience, October 6, an able address on the harmony of science
and the Bible, for which the congregation tendered him a vote of thanks.]

SECOND MEETING
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The second meeting of the sixteenth annual session of the General
Conference was called at 4:30 p.m., October 4. Minutes of last meeting read
and
approved. Harrison Grant presented credentials as delegate from Minnesota.
Sister Aurner was received as delegate from Dakota. She spoke in behalf of the
people In that territory, and the wants of the cause there. Elder Hanson
followed with remarks on the same subject. Seventy-five Scandinavians and
twenty-five Americans have embraced the truth there. There are three churches
of Scandinavians and one of Americans. Theilr systematic benevolence amounts
to $300.

Brother Andrews then gave a thrilling account of his work in Europe. The
Sabbath approaching, the Conference adjourned to the call of the chair.

THIRD MEETING
Third meeting, Monday, at 10:30 a.m. Prayer by D. M. Canright.

The following additional delegates reported to the Conference: A. R. Henry,
from lowa; C. L. Boyd was received from Nebraska; John Fulton from Ontario; and
F. D. Allen from Missouri, Elder G. I. Butler, the appointed delegate, not
being present.

Elder N. Wardner, from the Seventh-day Baptist General Conference, was
introduced by the president, and favored the Conference with interesting
remarks. The congregation, by a rising vote, responded amen to his fraternal
words. He was followed in remarks by Elder Waggoner and Elder James White.
Elder Wardner was then received as delegate.

U. Smith, having been appointed to revise the constitution, at the session
of 1875, reported, presenting the constitution as revised to the present time,
and suggesting that there be Incorporated into the report the important actions
of the Conference since its organization, and directions for organizing
churches, and for forming legal societies for holding church property. The
report was referred to the publishing committee of the Publishing Association.

U. Smith also reported iIn response to the action of the last session of the
Conference, appointing him a committee to present a better form of church
letter. The following recommendation was made: That the letter be not given
to the member, but be sent to the church with which the member wishes to unite,
in form as follows:--

LETTER OF COMMENDATION
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, 187
The Seventh-day Adventist Church iIn to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in
Beloved Brethren,--
Whereas, iIs desirous of uniting with your body,
this 1s to certify that the said iIs a member of this

church in good and regular standing, and that we cordially recommend
to your fellowship and care; and when
shall have been received by you, and notice of that fact given to us by the
return of the accompanying certificate, with the blanks filled,
will be no longer considered a member of this church.

This letter is valid for three months from date.

In behalf of the Church.

, Clerk.
CERTIFICATE
, 187
The Seventh-day Adventist Church in to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church in , Greeting:--
This i1s to Certify, That recommended by you to us
in a letter dated , was, on the day of

received as a member of our church. Attest:

, Clerk.

It was also suggested that a letter of introduction be furnished to those
who have good occasion to go abroad among Sabbath-keepers, reading as
follows:--

LETTER OF INTRODUCTION

, 187

This is to Certify, That the bearer, , IS a
member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church iIn in good
and regular standing, and one whom, while absent from us, we can commend to the
confidence of Seventh-day Adventists.
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This letter is good for three months from date.
In behalf of the Church.

, Clerk.

The report was adopted.

The remaining time was occupied by Brother Andrews in giving a further view
of the situation In Europe, and in remarks following by Brother and Sister
White.

Adjourned to call of chair.

FOURTH MEETING

Fourth meeting at 11 a.m., October 9. Prayer by Elder J. N. Andrews. The
following committee recommended the following list of officers for the coming
year: for president, Elder James White; secretary, U. Smith; treasurer, M. J.
Chapman; Executive Committee, James White, J. H. Kellogg, S. Brownsberger.
These persons were unanimously elected to their respective offices.

The North Pacific Conference was received into the General Conference, in
accordance with their request, and Elder J. N. Loughborough was received as
delegate. A separate conference having been organized in Nebraska, on request
of Brother Boyd, the Nebraska Conference was received into the General
Conference. On request of J. N. Loughborough, and on their own request, the
body of believers In Nevada was taken under the watchcare of the conference.

After remarks by A. C. Bourdeau, James White, and S. N. Haskell, on motion,
Canada was taken under the watchcare of the General Conference, as a missionary
field.

Brother Hanson spoke in behalf of the Scandinavians in Dakota Territory,
and also of the Russian mennonites in that part of the country, and of the need
of
a new hymn book. Brother Olsen spoke on the same points and the proposed
European Danish paper. Brother White spoke on the same subjects, after which
the chair was empowered to appoint two other persons to act with himself as a
committee to confer with Brethren Hanson and Olsen on this matter.

FIFTH MEETING

Fifth meeting at 6 p.m., October 9. Prayer by U. Smith. Papers were read
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by Sister White, and it was voted that they be published in the Review.
Brother A. Swedberg was received as delegate to represent the Swedes.

The following resolutions were offered and adopted:--

RESOLVED, That Elders Andrews, White, Haskell, Smith, and Canright be a
committee to prepare a work on the Scriptural plan of Systematic Benevolence.

RESOLVED, That Elder L. McCoy, of Sigourney, lowa, and Brother A. R.
Henry,
of Indianola, lowa, be, and hereby are, invited to move, at their earliest
convenience, with their families, to Battle Creek, to fill important positions
in the work here.

RESOLVED, That Elders J. N. Andrews, J. H. Waggoner, and D. M. Canright be
a committee to confer with J. H. Kellogg, M.D., relative to the publication of
the able and iInstructive address which he delivered before the people of Battle
Creek and vicinity on the evening of October 6, 1878.

Adjourned to call of the chair.

SIXTH MEETING

Sixth meeting, October 10, at 5:30 p.m. Prayer by S. N. Haskell. Minutes
of preceding meetings read and approved. The condition and wants of the cause
in California, Kansas, Missouri, Dakota, and Ohio being introduced for
consideration, 1t was

VOTED, That a committee of three be elected to consider what can be done
toward supplying their wants, and those of any other portion of the field iIn
like situation, according to their appeals and requests. Elders J. N.
Loughborough, S. N. Haskell, and J. H. Waggoner were then, by nomination and
vote, elected as such committee.

VOTED, That the General Conference Committee take immediate steps toward
the publication of a Manual containing the Constitutions and By-laws of our
different organizations,--General Conference, Educational Society, Health
Institute, Publishing Associations, and Tract Societies, to which shall be
appended a synopsis of the rules of Parliamentary practice applicable to the
workings of these organizations.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following, which was adopted
unanimously:--

WHEREAS, Our beloved brother, Elder James White, was prevented, by
physical infirmity, from taking any part in our meetings at our last camp-
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meeting, but has now, by the blessing and good providence of God, been so far
raised to health again as to be able to preach to us with his former clearness
and power, and to aid by his counsel in all important business matters;
therefore,

RESOLVED, That the happy contrast in this respect between our camp-meeting
one year ago and our present camp-meeting excites the warmest gratitude of our
hearts.

SEVENTH MEETING

Seventh meeting, October 11, at 8:30 a.m. Prayer by J. N. Loughborough.
Reading of minutes waived. The committee on the wants of the different
conferences reported through S. N. Haskell. The committee suggested that
Elder G. 1. Butler take the oversight of the Missouri and Kansas Conferences
the coming year, which suggestion was adopted. It was then

VOTED, That Elder D. M. Canright take Ohio as his field of labor the
coming year, and act as president of that conference.

VOTED, That Brother Hanson take the supervision of the Scandinavian cause
in Dakota, lowa, and Nebraska.

VOTED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to examine the new
music book entitled, ""The Song Anchor,'™ published by J. E. White, with
reference to the propriety of recommending it for adoption by our
Sabbath-schools.

Elders S. B. Whitney, B. L. Whitney, and C. W. Stone were appointed as
said committee.

Sister White having made instructive remarks on matters pertaining to the
Conference work, the Conference tendered her a vote of thanks for her timely
suggestions and counsel.

Brethren Brownsberger and Kellogg having declined to act as members of the
Executive Committee of the General Conference, on account of other sufficient
labors and burdens, they were released from serving, and the subject of
nominations to fill the vacancies thus caused referred back to the
nominating committee.

Brother Burrill, being called upon, made a statement relative to the cause
in the South. At the conclusion of his remarks, 1t was recommended by vote
that as Brother Burrill has labored faithfully, and successfully opened a
mission there, he now have the privilege of again laboring in the North, and
that Elder J. B. Frisbie take his place in the southern field.
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The following resolutions were then adopted:--

RESOLVED, That those who apply for a license to preach the third angel®s
message, should, before they receive a license, be examined by a competent
committee In regard to their doctrinal and educational qualifications.

RESOLVED, That we have a committee of three to suggest a course of study
for all our ministers, that committee to report at some future meeting of this
session.

The chair being empowered to provide the committee, appointed as such
Professor S. Brownsberger, J. H. Kellogg, M.D., and Elder U. Smith.

The following resolutions offered by A. Swedberg were unanimously
adopted:--

WHEREAS, Brother James Sawyer has now been laboring for some time in
Maine, and

WHEREAS, We believe he could accomplish much more good in lowa and other
Western States, where there is an extensive field of labor among the Swedes;
therefore

RESOLVED, That the General Conference recommend Brother Sawyer to labor in
this western field.

RESOLVED, That we, the Swedish Adventists of Battle Creek, believing that
we hereby express the sentiments of all our Swedish brethren, as well as our
own, declare ourselves exceedingly thankful to God and to our American brethren
for the interest they have taken and are taking n our Swedish Mission, and for
the assistance rendered us; and that we show our gratitude by pledging
ourselves to do all in our power to advance the Swedish cause, and the cause at
large.

Adjourned to call of chair.

EIGHTH MEETING
Eighth meeting, October 11, 1878. Prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell.
Brother L. McCoy was received as delegate from lowa.
The nominating committee reported the following names to complete the

executive board: S. N. Haskell and D. M. Canright. These persons were
thereupon elected.
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The matter of the Signs of the Times was next considered. After remarks
by Brother White, the following resolution was presented by Elder
Loughborough:--

RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend that Elder J. H. Waggoner be
local editor of the Signs of the Times for the coming year. Carried.

Elder White stated that the price of the paper might be reduced to $1.20
per copy if there were 10,000 subscribers.

J. E. White having at this point been received as a member of the
Conference, the prospect of raising the subscription list of the Signs to
the above number, was referred for consideration to the following committee:
J. H. Waggoner, J. E. White, and S. N. Haskell.

Adjourned to call of chair.

NINTH MEETING
Ninth meeting, October 14, at 10 a.m.

After prayer by Brother Haskell, Brother S. Maxson, who had just arrived
from Oregon, was received as delegate from the North Pacific Conference.

The committee on supplying destitute fields with labor, being called for,
reported through S. N. Haskell. Thereupon

Virginia was, by vote, taken under the watchcare of the General Conference.

It was recommended that Elder S. B. Whitney, of New York, make Dakota
Territory his field of labor for a while, and that Elder D. M. Canright be
transferred from lowa, where his Conference connection now stands, to
Michigan.

The matter of help In Ontario for Brother J. Fulton was referred to the
General Conference Committee.

Brother S. H. Lane made an appeal in behalf of Indiana, and Brother G. W.
Colcord in behalf of the French in I1llinois.

The committee on the circulation of the Signs, being called for, reported,
recommending that the Signs be offered as follows:--

Single copy to Sabbath-keepers and old subscribers, $2.00; single copy,
to tract societies only, $1.50; in clubs of ten to tract societies, at $1.20
per copy; in smaller clubs, as may be arranged by the tract societies with
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their own members; and that churches that will take one hundred copies at $1.20
each
shall have ten extra copies free.

Brother Canright then read a report from Brother C. O. Taylor, iIn reference
to his labors in Georgia.

The following resolution was presented by Brother Haskell, and adopted:--

WHEREAS, The Signs of the Times is a pioneer paper, designed to advocate
our views in new Fields, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend that our brethren pay not less than $2.00 per
year for the paper for themselves; but that the tract societies, ministers, and
agents be authorized to offer it to new subscribers at the rate of $1.50 per
year, or four months for 50 cents. And further

RESOLVED, That it be furnished to churches and individuals in clubs of
not less than ten, for missionary work, for $1.20 a copy, smaller clubs being
referred to the tract society officers; and that where one hundred copies are
taken in clubs, for the above purpose, ten copies extra be furnished free.

The committee appointed to examine the new music book, "The Song Anchor,"
being called for, reported as follows:--

"Your committee, having performed the work assigned to them as thoroughly
as their time would permit, would report that we find the "Song Anchor® to
contain
an excellent selection of music and hymns, which we consider, as a whole, above
the ordinary standard of works of this class.

"We are especially pleased to find in it a fair proportion of easy music
adapted for use in the ordinary Sabbath-school, as well as a good variety of
more difficult pieces for advanced singers iIn choirs and families.

"One feature of the book especially commendable is freedom from the
theological errors so common in books of this class; and as we regard this a
matter of vital importance, we recognize iIn this feature alone a very essential
element of a suitable book for our Sabbath-schools.

"Your committee would therefore recommend the "Song Anchor® as the best
work with which we are acquainted for use iIn our Sabbath-schools; and we also
recommend its general adoption by all our schools, believing that it will be of
great service in this important department of the work.

B. L. Whitney,
S. B. Whitney,
C. W. Stone,
Committee."

A resolution by Brother Lamson, That the Conference recommend all our
ministers to introduce the '"Song Anchor,'™ and try to secure its adoption
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wherever they may labor, was adopted.
Brother Haskell presented the following:--
WHEREAS, The subject of spiritual gifts i1s one of importance, and such

works as The Spirit of Prophecy, and the Testimonies should be in the
hands of all our brethren, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend the various tract societies to make a special
effort to place them in the library of each church, and in the hands of
scattered brethren, and that they encourage the reading of them. And further

RESOLVED, That where these works are used as above stated, we offer them
at one-half the retail price, and that the difference between this and the
regular wholesale price be paid from the fund raised for circulating these
works, said fund to be increased from $1,000, as at first started, to $5,000.

MOVED, That this Conference recommend the holding of a camp-meeting iIn
Texas the present autumn, at such time as Brother and Sister White can attend,
they to give the appointment. Carried.

MOVED, That the matter of publishing a series of sermons on the principal
points of our faith, to be written by Brother White, for the use of readers,
colporteurs, visitors, etc., be referred to the General Conference Committee.
Carried.

TENTH MEETING

Tenth meeting, October 14, 3 p.m. After prayer by Elder W. H. Littlejohn,
Brother J. N. Andrews offered the following resolution:--

RESOLVED, That we request the General Conference Committee to appoint a
delegate from this body to the next session of the Seventh-day Baptist General
Conference.

This was spoken to by Elder Andrews, who expressed a most kindly feeling
toward the Seventh-day Baptists, and a deep interest that this feeling between
the two bodies of commandment-keepers should continue and grow deeper. Similar
remarks were made by Elders A. C. Spicer and J. H. Waggoner, after which the
resolution was adopted.

At this point Elder Andrews read a very interesting letter just received
from Dr. Ribton, of Naples, Italy, In which he stated that a man who was a
deist, who received the truth from him some time ago, has recently been out
laboring In the cause, and that ten persons have embraced the truth under his
labors.
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The report of the committee on a course of study for ministers, being
called for, was presented. After some discussion, it was referred back to the
committee, with a grant of further time to perfect it.

The subject of the mission to England being introduced, Elder James White
offered the following resolution:--

RESOLVED, That in the opinion of this Conference the time has fully come
to open a mission in Great Britain, and

1. That Elder J. N. Loughborough be our missionary to that field.

2. That there should be a committee of three to take the supervision of
the entire work in Europe, who should act in harmony with, and under the
direction of, the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists of America.

3. That Elder J. N. Andrews, J. N. Loughborough, and a third brother whom
these two may appoint, be that committee.

This resolution was unanimously adopted.

Remarks were made by Elder Andrews, Sister White, Elders D. M. Canright,
S. N. Haskell, and James White, on the Swiss Mission, the establishment of the
press at Bale, and the advisability of recommending W. C. White and wife to go
immediately to Switzerland. No action was taken.

The following resolution was offered:--

WHEREAS, Elder White requests the Conference to excuse him from acting as
president, therefore

RESOLVED, That we regard it as his privilege to resign at any time he may
feel it to be his duty so to do, and that we empower the other two members of
the committee to appoint a president to fill the vacancy.

On motion to adopt, the question was put, and the motion was lost.

Adjourned to call of chair.

ELEVENTH MEETING
Eleventh meeting, October 16, 3 p.m. Prayer by Elder J. N. Andrews.

VOTED, That Elder A. O. Burrill accompany Elder D. M. Canright to Ohio to
labor there.

VOTED, That D. M. Canright attend the Kentucky Conference.
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VOTED, That Brother and Sister White and Brother Haskell attend the two
later Kansas camp-meetings.

VOTED, That we recommend Elder Butler to draw two laborers from lowa to
help In Kansas.

VOTED, To recommend Brother E. W. Farnsworth to go to the Pacific Coast to
labor.

VOTED, That this Conference recommend Elder D. M. Canright, assisted by
C. W. Stone, to hold a tent-meeting in Chicago next tent season.

VOTED, That Elder A. C. Spicer be recommended to labor in the Nebraska
Conference.

VOTED, That Brother D. T. Bourdeau be recommended to labor among the
French brethren of Illinois.

Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

SPECIAL SESSION, APRIL 17, 1879
BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS
OF THE FOURTH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

The Conference was called to order by the secretary, at the appointed
hour, April 17, 1879.

The president, Elder James White, being absent, Elder D. M. Canright was
chosen to act as chairman of the meeting.

Elder R. F. Andrews opened the session with prayer.
The list of delegates was as follows:--

I1linois: R. J. Andrews, G. W. Colcord.

Michigan: E. B. Lane, J. Dickey, J. Fargo, A. W. Maynard, Charles Buck,
J. S. Day.

Minnesota: W. H. Hall.

Vermont: A. S. Hutchins.
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New York and Pennsylvania: B. L. Whitney.
Indiana: S. H. Lane.

New England: S. N. Haskell.

Ohio: D. M. Canright.

lowa: L. McCoy.

Wisconsin: H. W. Decker.

Europe: J. N. Andrews.

The following were afterward added by vote of the Conference:--

lowa: E. W. Farnsworth.
Wisconsin: G. C. Tenney.
New York: G. Newcome.
Indiana: S. Rogers.
Vermont: M. Kellogg.
Colorado: M. E. Cornell.
California: W. C. White.
Europe: D. T. Bourdeau.

All brethren present in good standing were invited to take part iIn the
deliberations of the Conference.

The chair, being empowered to appoint a committee of three on resolutions
and a committee of the same number on the subject of camp-meetings, named the
following:-—-

On Resolutions: J. N. Andrews, L. McCoy, G. W. Colcord.
On Camp-meetings: George 1. Butler, B. L. Whitney, H. W. Decker.

Three letters were read from Elder S. B. Whitney, of Dakota, respecting the
Russian Sabbath-keepers in that Territory. Upon this subject remarks were made
by S. N. Haskell, W. H. Hall, L. McCoy, and D. M. Canright; and, on motion, the
matter was referred to the Conference Committee.

Respecting a letter introduced from Elder John Fulton, Ontario, remarks
were made by S. N. Haskell, W. H. Hall, D. M. Canright, and J. N. Andrews; and
the Committee were iInstructed by vote to provide a suitable helper for Brother
Fulton, if such help can be found.

A letter was read from Elder A. C. Bourdeau, Province of Quebec, upon which
remarks were made by A. S. Hutchins, D. M. Canright, and D. T. Bourdeau.

A letter was also read from Elder 1. Sanborn, of Virginia, followed by
remarks from H. W. Decker, D. M. Canright, and E. B. Lane. By vote, it was
recommended that Brother Sanborn, at his earliest convenience, visit the
brethren in Maryland.
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Adjourned to 3 o"clock p.m.

SECOND MEETING
Prayer by S. N. Haskell. Minutes read and approved.

Augustus Swedberg was invited to represent the Swedish cause, iIn the
Conference.

Brother R. Reed of Douglas, Michigan, presented credentials as delegate
from the Michigan Conference. Elder George I. Butler, having arrived since
the first meeting, was received as delegate from the Conferences of Missouri
and Kansas. Elder C. L. Boyd presented credentials as delegate from Nebraska.

The meeting being open for business, Brother Hutchins presented a request
for another laborer, to enable them to run another tent in Vermont the coming
summer .

Brother Colcord spoke iIn reference to plans for Chicago.

Brother Haskell spoke in reference to the cause iIn New England, suggesting
the propriety of holding, in some States, two or three general meetings,
instead of a camp-meeting.

The chairman introduced the subject of the cause in Alabama, referring to
several letters received from that State calling for help. In view of the
situation of the cause there, i1t was

MOVED, That Elder C. O. Taylor, as he is laboring in Georgia, be hereby
requested to visit the brethren in Alabama, and make that for the present a
part of his field of labor. Carried.

Appeals from Tennessee for the labors of some one qualified to present the
truth, were read by Brother Haskell, one of which contained the names of one
hundred and twelve of the citizens of Nashville. Remarks were made by G. I.
Butler, S. N. Haskell, and D. M. Canright, on the propriety of presenting the
truth, especially in the South, in the cities instead of in the country, as
the former are to a much greater extent the centers of the intelligence and
wealth of that section.

Reports were received from Elder J. B. Goodrich, Maine, and Elder 1. D.
Van Horn, Oregon, in reference to their respective conferences. Remarks were
made by W. C. White and D. M. Canright respecting the work on the Pacific
Coast, and in relation to sending help there as has been suggested through
the Review.
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MOVED, by R. F. Andrews, That this Conference instruct Elder S. N. Haskell
to visit the Pacific Coast, and for a time take charge of the work there.

After some remarks, this was referred to the Committee on Resolutions.

L. McCoy made a strong appeal for lowa, followed by G. I. Butler. J. Fargo
spoke In like manner for Michigan. Both these conferences take some exception
to the practice of having their ministers, as soon as they come up to be men of
some strength and influence, sent into other fields, leaving the home field to
suffer for want of suitable help more, perhaps, than other fields are
benefited by the change.

Remarks were then made by different members of the Conference on the
importance of caring for churches already raised up rather than neglecting
these, and reaching out to raise up new companies. Pointed remarks were made
on the evil of this course and the damage which our cause has suffered in
consequence in some localities. It was thought that the plan of labor
recommended at the last Conference, that ministers take a district and
confine their labors principally to that locality for a year, would remedy this
somewhat.

The chairman was instructed to arrange for religious meetings for the
morrow.

Adjourned to 7:30 p-m., April 17.

THIRD MEETING

After prayer by G. 1. Butler, the time was taken up with remarks on
various subjects, chief among which was the propriety of making the sessions
of the General Conference semi-annual, holding one session in Battle Creek
and another with some other Conference, each year. This proposition was
spoken to favorably by Brethren Canright, Haskell, Whitney, McCoy, Hall,
Decker, Dickey, Lane, and Farnsworth.

Adjourned to call of chair.

FOURTH MEETING, APRIL 18, 9 A.M.

Prayer by C. L. Boyd. M. E. Cornell spoke of the prospects of the cause
in Colorado. The brethren there are determined to do what they can to make
the cause self-sustaining the present season, and think they will be able to
accomplish this object.

G. I. Butler reported the condition of the cause in Missouri. New elements



142--GCS 63-88

are coming to the surface, and a great change for the better is taking place in
that State.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following:--

1. RESOLVED, That we again urge our ministers not to leave new converts
and churches immediately after they have embraced the message; but to visit
them often and regularly till they are thoroughly settled in all the truth and
organized, and all are gathered In who can be reached.

2. RESOLVED, That we believe it is wisdom to make a special effort to add
to small, weak companies, instead of leaving them to die out while raising up
similar companies in new fields to in turn be left in like manner.

3. RESOLVED, That in order to save time and traveling expenses, and make
each minister responsible for the completion of his own work, we recommend
that, as far as practicable, each minister be assigned a definite field in
which to labor for at least one year.

On motion to adopt, the first resolution was spoken to by S. N. Haskell,
J. N. Andrews, H. W. Decker, G. W. Colcord, A. S. Hutchins, and adopted.

The subject of the tithing system having been made the special order at
9:30, and the hour having arrived, Elder Canright, according to appointment,
spoke for thirty minutes on this subject, after which a considerable time
was spent in asking and answering questions in reference thereto. G. W.
Colcord moved the following:--

WHEREAS, Some fail to pay the Lord"s tithe as received, but use it for
themselves, hoping to meet the obligation at the close of the quarter, and

WHEREAS, Some fail to pay the Lord"s tithe as received, but use it for
themselves, hoping to meet the obligation at the close of the quarter, and

WHEREAS, They thus frequently, by inability to pay at the appointed time,
cause trial to themselves, burdens to the financial officers, and so far a
virtual failure of the plan, therefore

RESOLVED, That all our brethren and sisters should regard it their duty
to tithe all their income at the time they receive it.

The special order being disposed of, the question of the adoption of the
previous resolutions was resumed.

Resolution 2 was then read and passed. Resolution 3 was read, and while
the question of its adoption was pending, the Conference adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

FIFTH MEETING, APRIL 18, 2:30 P.M.
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Prayer by H. W. Decker. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.
The question before the Conference being the adoption of Resolution 3, it was
unanimously adopted without further discussion.

The subject of the European Mission was then introduced by J. N. Andrews.
He spoke of the difficulties under which laborers in foreign fields are placed,
while the General Conference Committee are so scattered, and are so
overburdened with other duties. He proposed that there be an officer selected
to fill a place corresponding In some respects to the Secretary of the
Missionary Boards of other denominations; and he therefore accordingly--

MOVED, That an officer as above designated be selected, who shall inform
himself fully in reference to all the foreign work, and be prepared to respond
to the communications of laborers in foreign fields without delay; this action
being considered temporary, subject to rejection or confirmation at the next
annual session of the Conference. Carried.

A motion being made that the General Conference Committee select a man to
act 1In the capacity indicated in the foregoing motion, the motion was amended
by designating W. C. White as said officer, and as amended was then passed.

Elder Andrews also spoke of the slight increase of expense that would be
necessary to issue a paper iIn the German language, and the urgent need already
existing for such a paper; and he asked that sometime before the session closed
an expression should be made by the Conference with reference to the project of
issuing such a paper.

The subject of the Danish Mission was next introduced, and discussed at
some length. Whereupon i1t was

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to take into
consideration the subject of the Danish Mission, and report what action they
think can be taken to best sustain the same.

W. C. White, A. B. Oyen, and G. 1. Butler were appointed as such committee.

The subject of changing the form of the Tidende, and issuing it semi-
monthly, instead of monthly as theretofore, was presented by W. C. White. He
reported that the Danish brethren, so far as heard from, are in favor of the
change. After being discussed by Brethren Haskell, Decker, Oyen, Butler, and
Andrews, all favoring the change suggested, the question was referred to the
Committee on the Scandinavian Mission.

SIXTH MEETING, APRIL 21, 9 A.M.
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Prayer by S. N. Haskell.
The following resolutions were introduced by Elder Haskell:--

RESOLVED, That this Conference approve of the creation of a "Home and
Foreign Educational Fund,™ to assist worthy young men and women to prepare
themselves for missionary work, and we recommend all our people to contribute
toward this object; said fund to be under the control of the General
Conference Committee.

Elders Haskell, S. H. Lane, Miller, and Butler spoke to this resolution,
after which it was adopted.

WHEREAS, The Sabbath-school work and tract and missionary interests in
Michigan require more especial attention than can be rendered by the presidents
and proper officers of these organizations, therefore

RESOLVED, That this Conference hereby recommend that W. C. White visit the
churches, as far as consistent with his other duties, In the interest of the
Sabbath-school and missionary work.

This was advocated so forcibly by S. N. Haskell that other brethren added
no more; and it was unanimously passed.

WHEREAS, There is a constant immigration of Sabbath-keepers into Battle
Creek, some of whom greatly weaken their home church by leaving, and can be
of no benefit to the cause here, therefore

RESOLVED, That we entirely disapprove of this course, and recommend that
those who contemplate moving to Battle Creek first consult their own State
Conference Committee and the elders of the church in Battle Creek.

This was greeted with several motions to adopt, a still greater number of
seconds, and the cry of "question™ all over the house. It being a
recommendation of self-evident propriety, it was unanimously adopted without
discussion.

Elder J. N. Andrews offered the following:--

WHEREAS, The ill health of our beloved Brother White has made it
impracticable for him to return to this part of the country to be present at
this Conference, therefore

RESOLVED, That we express our deep sympathy for him in his affliction, and
our great regret that we have been deprived of his counsel iIn our business, and
his assistance at the dedication of our Tabernacle. We hold in grateful
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remembrance the faithful labors of Brother and Sister White, and shall never
forget the debt of gratitude we owe to them.

This was unanimously and most heartily adopted by a rising vote of the
whole congregation.

RESOLVED, That we recognize the hand of God in the advancement of his
cause among the Scandinavians, and that we hereby express our gratitude to
him, and our sympathy with our missionaries who are laboring in that field;
and we pledge ourselves to sustain them by our prayers and with our means.

This was presented by J. N. Andrews, who moved and advocated its adoption,
which was sustained.

RESOLVED, That we request the General Conference Committee to select from
all parts of the country the most suitable of our young people, to be educated
at our College for the missionary work, whether home or foreign. |In all cases
such young persons should be educated at the expense of their own friends so
far as this i1s possible; but where necessary they should receive assistance,
either from our missionary fund or from their own church, or Conference, as the
General Conference Committee may advise.

Some time was devoted to remarks upon this resolution by J. N. Andrews,
G. 1. Butler, D. T. Bourdeau, D. M. Canright, and W. C. White. Adopted.

From the Committee on Resolutions:--

WHEREAS, The spiritual prosperity of our churches depends largely upon the
watchcare of their respective Conferences; and

WHEREAS, This watchcare, to a great degree, depends upon a correct
understanding of the condition of these churches, therefore

RESOLVED, That the elder or leader of each church be hereby requested to
make a report of the spiritual standing of his church to the president of the
conference, immediately after each quarterly meeting.

This was spoken to by H. W. Decker, E. B. Lane, J. Fargo, and W. C. White,
and adopted.

MOVED, By H. W. Decker, That a committee of three be appointed by the
chair to prepare the requisite blanks for such church reports as are called
for In the foregoing resolution. Carried.

W. C. White, J. Fargo, and S. N. Haskell were appointed as said committee.
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By S. Brownsberger:--

WHEREAS, The influence among the youth in the public schools and colleges
of the land tends to corrupt our children, and cause them to lose their
interest and confidence in present truth, therefore

RESOLVED, That we endeavor to impress upon our brethren the importance
of sending their children to Battle Creek, to receive the educational and
moral benefits offered at our College.

After remarks by S. Brownsberger, A. Carpenter, S. H. Lane, J. Dickey,
S. N. Haskell, and G. 1. Butler, the resolution was adopted.

MOVED, That this Conference hereby invite G. 1. Butler to write an article
on the subject of the foregoing resolution. Carried.

MOVED, by S. N. Haskell, That the chairman appoint a committee of two to
act with himself to prepare a manual of instruction for church officers.
Carried.

Brethren Haskell and Butler were appointed as said committee.
By S. H. Lane:--

WHEREAS, The works of Sister White, which of late have been introduced
into some of our churches throughout the various state conferences, have
already
accomplished much good, therefore

RESOLVED, That we earnestly recommend the presidents of our state
conferences, and the directors of all our tract and missionary districts, to
use every proper effort to introduce these works into all our churches
throughout the country.

Discussed by Brethren Haskell, Butler, Farnsworth, Smith, and Andrews, and
passed.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to act with the General
Conference Committee to consider the question of the republication of
Experience and Views. Carried.

The committee appointed at the last annual Conference to suggest a course
of study for ministers reported through the chairman, Professor Brownsberger,
and
the meeting adjourned.
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SEVENTH MEETING, APRIL 22, 11 A_M.

Prayer by E. W. Farnsworth. The subject of the report of the committee on
the course of study for ministers was resumed. After some discussion, the
report was referred back to the committee.

A communication from Brother De Vos, a young man who took a position four
months ago in the job room of the Review Office, and has since become a full
convert to our faith, and who now wishes to prepare himself to translate our
works into the Holland language, and thus labor among his own people, was
received, and referred to a committee composed of the Michigan Conference
Committee, with the addition of W. C. White, U. Smith, and H. W. Decker.

The following resolutions were then introduced and adopted:--

RESOLVED, That the General Conference recommend E. W. Farnsworth to labor
in lowa the remaining part of this Conference year, while Brother McCoy, the
president, is employed at the Sanitarium, and further, that Brother
Farnsworth (if the remaining members of the lowa Conference agree) act as
president during that time.

RESOLVED, That we express our heartfelt gratitude to God for the
prosperity attending the Scandinavian Mission, and the labors of our beloved
Brother
Matteson in Christiana, Norway; and that we recognize in his success a cheering
token of the approach of that time when all the earth will be lightened with
the glory of the closing message.

RESOLVED, That we have read with deep interest the earnest appeals for
help made by Brother Matteson to his American brethren; and that as we most
earnestly desire, in the infancy of the work, to render all the assistance
possible
consistent with the prosperity of the work in other important fields, we
recommend Brother Martin M. Olsen, of Wisconsin, to go to his assistance as a
laborer at once, also Sister Anna K. Rasmussen, to assist in the work of
printing the paper and other publications.

RESOLVED, That we recommend Brother J. P. Jasperson to arrange his affairs
to go to Brother Matteson"s assistance as soon as he can consistently leave the
important field of Minnesota, and the providence of God shall open the way
before him to go.

RESOLVED, That we approve of Brother Matteson®s action In starting a paper
in Christiana, and recommend that he continue to publish It In such manner as
advised by the General Conference Committee.

RESOLVED, That we advise Elder Matteson to purchase the type and material
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necessary to the publication of the paper and our smaller tracts.

RESOLVED, That we gladly recognize the hand of Providence in the openings
appearing in Sweden for the spread of the truth, and in the conversion of some
who promise to be helps to the cause in the future. And in view of the fact
that there i1s no living preacher laboring there, we recommend Brother Matteson
to take a special interest in the cause in that country, and by correspondence
or personal labor render all the assistance he can consistently with his other
duties.

RESOLVED, That we feel the deepest interest in the work in Italy and
Egypt, and deeply sympathize with Dr. Ribton in his affliction.

RESOLVED, That we advise Elder Andrews, on his return to Europe, to visit
England, Egypt, and Italy, and become acquainted with the progress of the work
in these countries; and that as soon as the work in Switzerland will admit of
his absence, he should also visit Denmark and Norway.

RESOLVED, That we deem it desirable for Dr. Ribton to labor for a time
with Elder Andrews in Switzerland, if there be no plain duty to remain 1in
Egypt;a nd that we favor the publication of an Italian paper as soon as
practicable.

WHEREAS, The duty of paying a tithe of our income to the cause of the Lord
has been shown by unanswerable arguments from the Scriptures to be binding upon
us, and

WHEREAS, This practice, where i1t has been adopted, has proved a most
gratifying success, resulting In improving the financial condition of our
conferences, therefore

RESOLVED, That we earnestly request our brethren everywhere to take
their stand fully and heartily upon this system, believing that it will not
only improve the financial condition of the cause, but bring a great blessing
to themselves personally.

WHEREAS, It appears evident that the labors of Brother Haskell are very
much needed at the present time on the Pacific Coast, therefore

RESOLVED, That he visit immediately California, Oregon, and Nevada, to
labor as long as in his judgment it may be necessary.

EIGHTH MEETING, APRIL 22, 4:30 P.M.

Prayer by George 1. Butler.
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The following resolution on temperance was read:--

WHEREAS, We as a people profess to regard the principles of true health
and temperance reform in their broadest sense as an important part of the
system of truths which we hold and advocate, and whereas we believe that the
interests of the general cause will be greatly forwarded by giving greater
prominence to the subjects of health and temperance than has been done
heretofore, therefore

RESOLVED, That we commend the effort now being made among us to effect a
general organization having for its object the promulgation of reformatory
ideas on the subject of health and temperance, and encourage our people
everywhere to
take a hearty interest in the work, giving 1t their support and co-operation.

This was discussed by Brethren Decker, Bourdeau, W. C. White, Haskell,
Hutchins, Dr. Kellogg, Farnsworth, McCoy, Butler, R. F. Andrews, and S. H.
Lane, and referred to a committee of three to be appointed by the chair.

Elder J. N. Andrews, Dr. J. H. Kellogg, and Elder E. W. Farnsworth were
appointed as said committee.

Elder Butler, as chairman of the committee on the subject of camp-meetings,
reported that they had not completed their schedule for the order of camp-
meetings.

The subject of unhappy marriages was introduced, and discussed by Brethren
S. H. King and B. L. Whitney, with reference to the question as to what can be
done to prevent or remedy the evil. This subject was referred to a committee
of three, to be appointed by the chair.

Elders W. H. Littlejohn, S. N. Haskell, and G. I. Butler were appointed as
such committee.

The subject of tobacco-selling was presented to the Conference, with the
question whether the practice of selling tobacco should debar a person from
church fellowship, the same as tobacco-using.

This question was referred to the committee on marriages.

MOVED, That this Conference recommend that Brother J. Moore, of Minnesota,
go to the assistance of Brother J. Fulton, iIn Ontario. Carried.

MOVED, That we recommend that immediate steps be taken for the publication
of a German paper, either at Bale, or at Battle Creek, as the General
Conference
Committee may decide. Carried.
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NINTH MEETING, APRIL 23, 9 A_M.
Prayer by J. N. Andrews. Minutes of preceding meeting read and approved.

The chair, having appointed a committee on the circulation of the writings
of Sister White, according to a motion made in the sixth meeting, said
committee reported as follows:--

"Your committee appointed to consider the subject of the republication of
the testimonies and the circulation of the writings of Sister White, would
recommend that the testimonies be kept always in print. And iIn consideration
of the fact that the best and easiest way to remove prejudice against the
writings and special work of Sister White is the free circulation of her books,
we further recommend that our brethren everywhere, and the ministers
especially, supply themselves with one or more copies of the Life of Christ
Library to loan to those who would be benefited by the perusal of those works.

Respectfully submitted, J. N. Andrews,
U. Smith,
B. L. Whitney,
Committee."

The committee on the temperance organization reported that they had no
other plan than that proposed in the previous resolution, but would recommend
that the initiation fee now charged for admission into the society should be so
modified as not to stand in the way of those joining who would not be prepared
at first to contribute to the funds of the society. The question being on the
adoption of the previous resolution, after a little further discussion it was
adopted.

By Dr. Kellogg:--

WHEREAS, The Sanitarium is recognized by us as a denomination as an
important institution, and one which may be the means of much good, and a
valuable auxiliary to the carrying forward of our general work, and

WHEREAS, This institution is by recent improvements furnished with
facilities for largely increased usefulness, which have been supplied through
the incurment of a large debt, therefore

RESOLVED, That we urge our people everywhere, and especially those engaged
in tract and missionary work, to do all in their power, consistent with other
duties, to extend the influence of the iInstitution and to increase its
patronage. Adopted.

Remarks were made by Dr. Hough on the openings for the truth in the Saginaw
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Valley. Brother Swedberg spoke for the Swedish cause. W. C. White spoke of
the iInjustice which is done to the Office by those who take advantage of
missionary

club rates to supply themselves with papers, and who retail books at a discount
from Office prices. Elder Andrews spoke of his anxiety that some steps should
be taken, i1f possible, to help Brother A. Vuilleumier, so that without
embarrassment to his business he might take the field as a public laborer

in the cause. No action was taken upon any of the foregoing points except

the latter, upon which i1t was

MOVED, That H. W. Kellogg, D. M. Canright, and W. C. White be a committee
to take Into consideration the request of Brother Andrews in reference to
Brother Vuilleumier, and if possible devise ways and means by which it may be
granted.

The Conference then adjourned sine die. D. M.Canright, Pres. pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

November 7, 1879

The Conference assembled, according to appointment, in the Tabernacle at
Battle Creek, Michigan, at 10:30 a.m., November 7, 1879. The president, Elder
James White, announced hymn 164 of Spiritual Songs, after the singing of which
the Conference was led in prayer by U. Smith. The hymn, "Nearer My God to
Thee,™ was then sung, and brief opening remarks were made by the president.

Delegates being called for, thirty-three responded, representing sixteen
conferences and one mission. Others were afterward added, so that in all
twenty conferences and two missions were represented by thirty-nine delegates,
as follows:--

Maine: R. S. Webber.

New England: D. A. Robinson, G. F. Haines.

Vermont: C. W. Stone, R. S. Owen.

New York: B. L. Whitney, M. H. Brown, E. S. Lane.

Pennsylvania: D. B. Oviatt, J. G. Saunders.

Ohio: D. M. Canright, G. G. Rupert.

Tennessee: G. K. Owen.

Michigan: W. H. Littlejohn, J. Fargo, William Ostrander, M. B. Miller,
E. R. Jones, W. C. White, E. B. Lane.
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Indiana: S. H. Lane, W. W. Sharp.

I1linois: A. A. John, G. W. Colcord.

Wisconsin: H. W. Decker, 0. A. Olsen.
Minnesota: Harrison Grant, L. H. Ells, A. Mead.
Dakota: S. B. Whitney.

Nebraska: C. L. Boyd. A. J. Cudney.

lowa: L. McCoy.

Missouri: G. 1. Butler.
Kansas: Smith Sharp, W. E. Dawson.
Texas: G. 1. Butler.

California: S. N. Haskell.

North Pacific: S. N. Haskell.
Colorado Mission: A. O. Burrill.
Ontario Mission: John Fulton.

Minutes of last session read and approved.
The chairman appointed the usual committees, as follows:--

On Nominations: J. Fargo, O. A. Olsen, S. B. Whitney.

On Resolutions: Smith Sharp, H. W. Decker, S. H. Lane, A. O. Burrill, B. L.
Whitney.

On Auditing: H. W. Kellogg, Franklin Howe.

Reports of committees appointed at last Conference, being called for, were
presented as follows:--

1. The committee having in charge the matter of the Russian
Sabbath-keepers in Dakota, requested Elder S. B. Whitney, who had been laboring
near them, to
report. He said that a brother who speaks their language had visited them, and
found them holding fast, and anxious to become identified with us as a people.
He thought the prospect good for success in that field.

2. The committee on blanks for church reports reported that the blanks had
been printed, and were ready for use.

3. The committee on the question of unhappy marriages and tobacco-selling
reported progress in the investigation of these questions, but all the members
of the committee not being present, the final report was deferred till they
should have opportunity for mutual consultation on the subject.

4. The committee on the question of financial help for Brother A.
Vuilleumier to enable him to enter the work of the ministry, reported that
some help had been obtained for him in New York.

5. The committee on the preparation of a Church Manual reported that they
had not had opportunity for mutual consultation on the subject, but the
chairman of the committee had written out the main points of the work, which he
was ready to submit to the examination of the Conference iIn any way they might
think
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proper.

Adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

SECOND MEETING, NOVEMBER 7, 1879, 2:30 P._M.
Prayer by Brother White. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

On motion, a committee of five was appointed by the chairman to have iIn
charge the matter of furnishing reports of the meeting to leading papers in
this and adjacent states. This committee was composed of D. M. Canright, S. H.
Lane, A. O. Burrill, J. Fargo, and A. A. John.

A report was read from A. C. Bourdeau respecting the work in the Province
of Quebec, and one from J. N. Andrews respecting the work in Europe.

Interesting remarks were made by the chairman and W. C. White respecting
missionary fTields, and particularly the work in Europe.

J. Fulton gave a verbal report of the work in Ontario. He reported a great
change for the better within the past two years. It is becoming a very
important field. There are two organized churches and about 70 Sabbath-keepers
in that Province. He considered the prospect for the spread of the truth there
as good as in any other field.

The necessity of the creation of a Missionary Board, to give more especial
attention to missions, was spoken upon, but no action was taken.

Adjourned to November 8, at 7:30 p.m.

THIRD MEETING, NOVEMBER 10, 1879, 2:30 P.M.

It having been found advisable to occupy evening after the Sabbath in
devotional exercises, the chair called the third meeting of the Conference at
2:30 p.m., November 10. The hymn, "Waiting and Watching,' was sung, and prayer
was offered by the chairman.

Minutes of the previous meeting read and approved.
The committee on furnishing papers with an account of the meeting, reported
that they had corresponded with various papers, and that reports were being

prepared for the same by Sister B. L. Whitney.

The Committee on Nominations presented a report, recommending officers of
the Conference for the coming year, as follows:--
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For president, Elder James White.

For secretary, Elder U. Smith.

For treasurer, Mrs. M. J. Chapman.

For Executive Committee, Elder James White, Elder S. N. Haskell, Elder
George 1. Butler.

On motion, these names were acted upon separately, and each nominee was
unanimously elected.

The Committee on Resolutions made a partial report, was follows:--

1. WHEREAS, The system of districting States has proved a success in
those conferences where i1t had been introduced, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend each State Conference to divide its State into
districts, assigning to each minister a district in which to labor, under the
direction of the Conference Committee.

This resolution was adopted, after being discussed by S. N. Haskell, D. M.
Canright, H. Grant, M. B. Miller, W. C. White, G. W. Colcord, and James White.

2. RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Conference, that it is the duty
of each conference secretary to furnish quarterly to the secretary of the
General Conference a statistical and financial report of the churches of his
conference.

This was discussed by W. C. White, S. N. Haskell, James White, and B. L.
Whitney, and adopted.

3. RESOLVED, That this Conference elect annually a Mission Board of five,
who shall have the special oversight of all our foreign missions, under the
advice of the General Conference Committee; said Mission Board to report
annually to the General Conference.

The motion to adopt was spoken to by S. N. Haskell, W. C. White, James
White, and C. L. Boyd; and while the question was pending, the Conference
adjourned to the call of the chair.

FOURTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 12, 1879, 3 P.M.

The hymn, "Long for My Saviour I"ve Been Waiting,
was offered by Elder H. W. Decker.

was sung, and prayer

Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.
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The discussion of the third resolution being resumed, it was referred to a
special committee of three to be appointed by the chair.

Elders S. N. Haskell, B. L. Whitney, and Smith Sharp were thereupon
appointed as said committee.

4. WHEREAS, The Song Anchor has received universal approbation wherever
it has been introduced, and

WHEREAS, 1Its present popular price is favorable to its general
introduction therefore,

RESOLVED, That we not only recommend its use among our people, but that we
urge our brethren everywhere to do all in their power to bring the book into
use, as far as possible, among those not of our faith.

Adopted without discussion.

5. WHEREAS, The holding of our general semi-annual and State Conferences
and our general camp-meetings, necessitates extensive travel on the part of our
people, and

WHEREAS, The transportation of our publications constitutes a large and
increasing business, involving the outlay of a considerable amount of funds,
therefore

RESOLVED, That this Conference appoint a committee of five, whose duty it
shall be to have In charge the work of securing such reduction of passenger and
freight tariff, as should be obtained.

This was amended by striking out that part of the preamble and resolution
that related to freight tariff, and, as amended, it was adopted.

The following-named brethren were then elected by vote of the Conference as
the committee called for by the resolution:--

Elders S. N. Haskell, B. L. Whitney, G. W. Colcord, L. McCoy, and George I.
Butler.

6. RESOLVED, That it should not be considered that any minister has fully
discharged his duty in any new field where a company of Sabbath-keepers has
been raised up, until he has fully advocated, in public and In private, the
subjects of Health and Temperance and Spiritual Gifts, and organized Systematic
Benevolence; and a failure in this shall be considered worthy of censure; and
the Auditing Committee should take this into account when settling with him.

Adopted.
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Adjourned to call of chair.

FIFTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 13, 1879, 3 P.M.
Prayer by O. A. Olsen. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.
The following question was presented to the Conference for answer:--

"What i1s the position of a leader of a church when there i1s no elder? What
are his duties? and what is his authority?"

This was referred to the Committee on the Church Manual.

A communication was read from Elder S. Osborn, of Kentucky, and one from
L. P. Hodges, of North Carolina.

MOVED, That we recommend the General Conference to furnish credentials and
licenses to all those laboring in i1ts employ. Carried.

A communication was then read from Elder C. O. Taylor, of Georgia, on
consideration of which i1t was

MOVED, That the chairman appoint a committee of three who shall inquire
more particularly into the status of the cause in the entire Southern field,
and report to the General Conference Committee. Carried.

7. RESOLVED, That this Conference cordially invite our beloved Brother
and Sister, Elder James White and wife, so far as possible, and consistent
with their many other duties, to attend one general meeting in each
conference annually, that the benefit of their great experience and their
verbal testimonies may be enjoyed in all parts of the great field.

Adjourned to call of chair.

SIXTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 20, 1879, 9:30 A.M.
Prayer by Elder George 1. Butler.
Minutes of previous meeting read and approved. [Note: It was voted that
the doings of the four following meetings, as herein recorded, be withheld from

publication; to wit:--]

The committee on the subject of unhappy marriages and tobacco-selling,
reported through its chairman, W. H. Littlejohn, who, after speaking a few
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words in reference to the circumstances which have brought this question up,
offered the following resolution:--

WHEREAS, There is at the present time an alarming tendency in the public
sentiment toward extremely lax views on the subject of the marriage relation;
and

WHEREAS, Legal divorces are now granted by the courts for causes which are
in themselves utterly insufficient as the basis of such action; and

WHEREAS, We are anxious, as far as lies in our power, to stay the tide of
corruption which is thereby inundating the nation; therefore

RESOLVED, 1. That after mature deliberation, we express It as our
conviction that the New Testament plainly teaches the fact that there is iIn
this dispensation but one sufficient cause for divorce; and that i1t is alone to
be found in the commission of the sin of adultery by one or the other of the
parties to the marriage contract.

RESOLVED, 2. That we most earnestly recommend that in all things our
churches should pursue a course in harmony with the above principles, by
refusing to receive into their numbers any persons who have been divorced for
any other cause than that of adultery, and have subsequently been married to
another person, with whom he or she is living in the relation of husband or
wife, during the lifetime of the person from whom such individual was
improperly divorced.

RESOLVED, 3. That in all cases where it shall be found that there are
members of existing churches who are living together as man and wife iIn
violation of the foregoing principles, such cases should not be dealt with
until the advice of the General Conference Committee, or that of the Conference
Committee of the State to which the church belongs, shall have been sought and
obtained.

These resolutions being taken up for consideration, the first with its
preambles was unanimously passed without discussion. On motion to adopt the
second, several brethren spoke upon the question, and while the motion was
pending, the hour for the Biblical Institute having arrived, the Conference
adjourned to the call of the chair.

SEVENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 21, 1879, 10 A_M.
Prayer by George 1. Butler. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

The discussion of the second resolution presented by the committee on
unhappy marriages was resumed, and the time of this entire meeting was taken up
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with this question. It was spoken to by Elders George I. Butler, James White,
R. S. Webber, W. H. Littlejohn, C. L. Boyd, and D. M. Canright. The question
being one i1nvolving such serious consequences, the brethren were averse to
coming to a decision upon it till after the most mature deliberation; and the
Conference therefore again adjourned to the call of the chair.
EIGHTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 23, 1879, 2 P.M.

Prayer by George 1. Butler. Minutes of previous meeting read and approved.

The discussion of the pending resolution was resumed, and remarks were made
by Elders James White, G. 1. Butler, Smith Sharp, R. J. Lawrence, D. H. Lamson,
C. L. Boyd, R. S. Webber, M. B. Miller, D. M. Canright, W. H. Littlejohn, and
Mrs. E. G. White.

The resolution was then laid on the table.

The motion on the first resolution and preambles was then reconsidered, and
laid on the table.

The third resolution was then laid on the table.
The committee further reported, presenting the question of tobacco-selling,
recommending that the line be drawn between liquor-selling and tobacco-selling.

Whereupon it was

MOVED, That the selling of tobacco be not considered a sufficient cause
for refusing or withdrawing church fellowship.

This motion was laid on the table.

MOVED, That the question of unhappy marriages and tobacco-selling be
presented In an address by the General Conference Committee.

While this question was pending, the Conference adjourned to 7 o"clock,
evening.
NINTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 23, 1879, 7 P.M.
Prayer by C. L. Boyd. Minutes approved.
The pending motion was further considered and laid on the table.

MOVED, That the proceedings of the past four meetings be withheld from
the publication. Carried.
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The Committee on Resolutions were instructed to convey to Sister White the
sympathy of the Conference in her work, and also to consider by what means both
Brother and Sister White can be provided with better facilities for
accomplishing the work they have on hand.

THE CAUSE IN CALIFORNIA
MOVED, That Elder G. 1. Butler, W. C. White, H. W. Kellogg, B. L. Whitney,
and J. H. Kellogg be a committee before whom Elder S. N. Haskell may lay a full

report of the condition of the cause and his work on the Pacific Coast.

A communication from Elder J. H. Waggoner relative to his work in
California was referred to the same committee.

The treasurer®s report was presented, showing the amount received and
expended, and the present condition of the treasury, as follows:--

GENERAL CONFERENCE TREASURER®"S REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 14, 1879

Amount of indebtedness October 1, 1878------- $1033.44
Amount paid out during year--—-—-—————————————— 7556.58
Total--—---— - $8590.02

Amount received during the year----—————————-— $8848.62
Cash in treasury to balance-----————————————- 258.60
$8848.62

Mrs. M. J. Chapman, Treasurer.
The report was accepted.

MOVED, That G. 1. Butler, S. N. Haskell, and B. L. Whitney be a committee
to consider the matter of a more extensive circulation of the writings of
Mrs. E. G. White. Carried.

TENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 24, 1879, 9:30 A.M.

Prayer by W. E. Dawson. Elder J. O. Corliss was received as an additional
delegate from Michigan.

The committee on the circulation of the writings of Sister White reported
that they had not yet completed their consideration of the matter; but the
chairman of the committee, Elder G. I. Butler, took occasion to set forth some
of the reasons why her works should be more widely circulated. Brother and
Sister White followed with interesting and instructive remarks upon the same
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subject.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following:--

HELP FOR BROTHER AND SISTER WHITE

WHEREAS, This Conference has invited Brother and Sister White to attend
the different State meetings held by our people, and

WHEREAS, It is desirable that much of their public teaching should be
reported for the press; and

WHEREAS, They have important writings which should be In print as soon as
possible, therefore

RESOLVED, That this Conference authorize them to employ reporters,
copyists, and such other help as they deem necessary to aid them in this work,
at the expense of the General Conference.

This was adopted without discussion, when the committee reported further,
as follows:--

THE TABERNACLE DEBT

WHEREAS, There are unpaid pledges on the Tabernacle to the amount of
$7,000, and an unprovided indebtedness of $3,000, making an entire debt on
the Tabernacle of $10,000, and

WHEREAS, The Publishing Association is in need of this amount, which 1t
has furnished for the completion of the building, therefore

RESOLVED, That we recommend the immediate payment of all the pledges now
due, and the raising of such additional funds as may be needed to liquidate the
entire debt.

RESOLVED, That the General Conference Committee, together with the
presidents of the State Conferences here present, be a committee to apportion
the amount yet to be raised, and to recommend the amount each conference should
be expected to furnish.

This was discussed by W. C. White, M. B. Miller, James White, B. L.
Whitney, and G. I. Butler, and adopted.

ELEVENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 24, 1879, 2 P.M.
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Prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell. The Committee on Resolutions continued
their report by presenting the following, which were briefly discussed and
adopted:--

CHANGING APPOINTMENTS

WHEREAS, The changing of appointments of our general State meetings after
the appointment has appeared i1n print, has worked against the interest of these
meetings, therefore

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Conference that when an appointment
for such a meeting has been published, it should in no case be changed without
the consent of the State Conference Committee of the State where such meeting
is to be held.

THE HEALTH AND TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION

RESOLVED, That in the opinion of this body it is the duty of all the
members of this denomination to become members of the American Health and
Temperance Association, and to use their influence in iInducing others to unite
in this reformatory effort.

RESOLVED, That the officers of the several State societies of the American
Health and Temperance Association be requested to take energetic measures for
the formation of Health and Temperance clubs in every church where such an
organization is expedient, and urge the hearty co-operation of all members of
the denomination.

RESOLVED, That the Conference Committee of each conference be requested
to encourage proper persons to fit themselves to engage in the Health and
Temperance work; and we especially urge all ministers to prepare themselves
to present the subject of Health and Temperance in an efficient and practical
manner, and make it a part of their work in their various fields of labor.

THE EDUCATIONAL AID FUND

RESOLVED, That we approve of the plan now being adopted by most of our
State Conferences of raising an educational aid fund to assist worthy persons
to attend our school at Battle Creek. And we recommend those conferences
which have not yet adopted this plan, to do so at once.

BATTLE CREEK COLLEGE
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RESOLVED, That we again recommend our people everywhere to patronize the
Battle Creek College, and encourage others to patronize it.

The subjects of the English Mission, the work In Sweden, Switzerland and
other parts of Europe were considered at some length, but no resolution was
adopted concerning them.

TWELFTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 24, 1879, 7 P.M.
Prayer by Elder James White. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

Elder G. 1. Butler presented the following resolutions:--

ORDINATION

WHEREAS, Certain difficulties In the past in connection with this cause
have grown out of the subject of ordination, arising from the question, Who is
authorized to baptize and administer the other ordinances of the church? and

WHEREAS, In the rapid growth of this cause, these difficulties will
probably increase, as it extends to other people and draws from other
denominations ministers and official members, and

WHEREAS, It is very desirable that some uniform plan of action should be
adopted by our different conferences and ministers in all parts of the field;
and as our work has reached that stage where some action on this subject is
eminently desirable, therefore

RESOLVED, That to meet this want we express the opinion as the sense of
this Conference, that none but those who are Scripturally ordained are
properly qualified to administer baptism and other ordinances.

This was discussed by Elders G. 1. Butler, James White, and D. M. Canright,
and adopted. The following was also discussed by the brethren last named, and
by A. O. Burrill, A. A. John, and E. B. Lane, and adopted:--

WHEREAS, We regard ordination as a solemn and impressive ceremony,
sanctioned by the Holy Scriptures and indicating the setting apart, or
separation, of the person receiving it from the body of believers with whom
he has been associated, to perform the office to which he i1s ordained, and as
suggestive of the conferring of those spiritual blessings which God must impart
to properly qualify him for that position; and

WHEREAS, In our age of the world there are many different sets of
professing Christians which teach more or less of false doctrine, and whose
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practices are iIn many respects inconsistent with the principles of our faith;
and

WHEREAS, Ordination signifies the setting apart, or appointment, of a
person to some official position; therefore,

RESOLVED, That we consider it inconsistent for our conferences to grant
credentials to individuals to occupy official positions among our people, who
have never been ordained or set apart by our people.

MOVED, That G. 1. Butler, B. L. Whitney, and W. C. White be a special
committee to consider the subject of the proper qualifications of ministers,
and report to the next meeting of the Conference. Carried.

THIRTEENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 25, 1879, 9:30 A_M.

Prayer by Elder James White. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

THE MISSIONARY BOARD

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the creation of a
Missionary Board, reported by recommending that the following persons
constitute such Board for the coming year; namely, W. C. White, Mrs. M. J.
Chapman, Elder
0. A. Olsen, Miss Maud Sisley, and Elder B. L. Whitney.

An amendment to increase the number of the Board from five to nine by the
addition of four more members was carried, and the motion, as amended,
prevailed. Miss M. L. Huntley, Secretary of the General Tract and Missionary
Society, and Elder U. Smith, were then added, after which it was

MOVED, That the committee by whom the foregoing Board was nominated, be
instructed to present a nomination for the two remaining members, at some
future meeting. Carried.

Some very stirring remarks on the subject of missionary work were made
at this point by Sister White.

CIRCULATION OF MRS. E. G. WHITE"S WRITINGS

The committee on the circulation of the writings of Mrs. E. G. White
reported as follows:--

The committee appointed by this Conference to consider the subject of the
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circulation of Sister White"s writings, would respectfully present the
following report:--

WHEREAS, Our past experience has fully proved that our prosperity as a
people is always iIn proportion to the degree of confidence we cherish in the
work of the spirit of prophecy In our midst; and

WHEREAS, The most bitter opposition we have to meet iIs aimed against this
work, showing that our enemies realize its importance, whether we do or not;
and

WHEREAS, We have found that the most effectual way to meet and disarm
this opposition was either to secure the personal labors of the one through
whom we believe that the Lord has spoken, or to freely circulate her writings,
and

WHEREAS, Great light has shone upon us through this channel, which not
only our own people greatly need, but which would be a blessing to the world,
remove
prejudice, and break the force of the bitter attacks of the enemies of the
truth, therefore

RESOLVED, That we urge upon our ministers and tract societies the
importance of making earnest efforts to extend the circulation of the volumes
of the Spirit of Prophecy and the Testimonies to the Church among our own
people, till these shall be in every family of believers.

RESOLVED, That we recommend the Publishing Association to issue In
attractive form such of her writings as would be of general interest to the
reading public who are not of our faith, to be placed in public libraries,
reading rooms, on shipboard, etc., by canvassers and Tract and Missionary
workers, where they, as well as our other standard works, may be accessible to
the people.

RESOLVED, That we recommend the Publishing Association to issue In as
cheap a form as consistent, the matter substantially contained in volume two of
Spiritual Gifts, concerning the early life and labors of Sister White, in
connection with the rise and progress of this work, for the special use of our
ministers in new fields, and among those first becoming acquainted with her
connection with this cause. And we further recommend the publication of a
small edition of her earliest writings, now out of print, to bring all her
writings within reach of those anxious to obtain them.

RESOLVED, That we consider it to be the duty of all our ministers to teach
the Scriptural view of the gift of prophecy among our brethren everywhere, and
the relation it sustains to the work of God iIn which we are engaged.
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RESOLVED, That we advise that efforts be made to complete the raising of
the fund of $5,000 voted at the last annual session of the Conference for the
purpose of increasing the circulation of these writings; said fund to be used
in placing them in public libraries, reading-rooms, and other locations where
they will be open to the reading public, and in such of the families of the
very poor as the officers of the Tract and Missionary Society decide should
have them.

These were adopted.

FOURTEENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 25, 1879, 2:30 P.M.

Prayer by G. W. Colcord. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

QUALIFICATIONS OF MINISTERS

The committee on the proper qualifications of ministers reported verbally
through the chairman, G. 1. Butler, recommending, as the mind of the committee,
that all candidates for the ministry should be thoroughly examined,--

1. In reference to their knowledge of all points of our faith, on which
they should be well informed.

2. In regard to their spiritual qualifications. Evidence should be
sought

to determine whether they are really converted men, or whether they hold the
truth as a mere theory.

3. In reference to their practical capabilities; namely, whether they can
set things in order in the church, give good counsel touching the temporalities
of the church, bring up the members to a proper standard in all their practical
duties, and thus edify and build up the church.

4. In reference to their general information; and in this direction, a
course of study, including different branches, should be systematically
pursued.

The report was accepted.

The chairman having made some suggestions iIn regard to the practical
carrying out of this matter, it was

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three, of which he shall be
chairman, to take such steps as may be necessary to accomplish this end.
Carried.

FAMILY READING
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MOVED, That this last committee, with the addition of U. Smith and J. H.
Waggoner, be a committee to suggest a course of reading for families.
Carried.

It having been ascertained that most of the preachers present could remain
till Wednesday, December 3, it was decided that the time till then be largely
devoted to instruction in the keeping of Tract and Missionary and
Sabbath-school
records, organizing churches, keeping church records, etc., the lessons being
given by Elder S. N. Haskell and other Tract and Missionary workers.

[From handwritten records:]

The following resolution was then introduced respecting the case of Elder

WHEREAS, The General Conference iIn the year 1876 took action relative to
the case of Elder --—-——--—- ; therefore,

RESOLVED, That his case be put into the hands of a committee of three,
composed of Elders Canright, Butler, and Corliss; they to report at the next
meeting of this Conference.

And WHEREAS, Elder 0. Soule was ordained by Elder Canright in the State of
Tennessee, that he might labor in that State, and

WHEREAS, He has left that field; therefore

RESOLVED, That Elders Canright, Butler, and Fargo be a committee to
consider his case and report to the next meeting of this Conference.

The foregoing preambles and resolutions were adopted.

MOVED, That Elders Canright and Butler, and W. C. White be a committee to
investigate the labors of Elder A. C. Spicer in Nebraska, the past summer.
Carried.

[End of handwritten section.]

A strong appeal having been made for Vermont by C. W. Stone, this led to a
consideration, for some time, of the wants of the cause, and the dearth of
laborers In important fields, whereupon i1t was

MOVED, That Elders D. M. Canright, S. N. Haskell, and C. W. Stone be a
committee to consider and report what can be done toward sending a laborer to
Vermont. Carried.
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FIFTEENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 26, 1879, 6 P.M.
Prayer by Elder James White. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

The committees not being prepared to report, Elder spoke of the propriety
of making the Missouri Conference a legally-incorporated body, qualified to
hold
the title to meeting-houses and other church property, so that should a church
having a meeting-house cease to exist from removals or any other cause, the
property wold not be lost to the conference. The chairman raised the inquiry
why it would not be well to act upon the same principle in respect to the
General Conference, Missionary Society, etc. It was then

MOVED, That this matter be referred to the General Conference Committee.
Carried.

Elder Haskell being called to the chair, Elder James White introduced the
Tfollowing preambles and resolutions:--

WHEREAS, The Seventh-day Baptists have for many years observed, taught,
and defended the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and are known to us through
their delegates to our General Conference as a body of Christian Sabbath-
keepers possessing a good degree of culture, liberality of sentiment, and
Christian forbearance, therefore

RESOLVED, That we deem them worthy of our respect and love, and that it is
for the iInterest of the Sabbath cause that the two bodies of Christian
commandment-keepers labor to sustain friendly relations to each other; and

WHEREAS, Certain preachers, who professed to be Seventh-day Adventists, at
an early date in our brief history, did seek their field of labor in the
localities where there were Seventh-day Baptist churches, and did weaken some
of their feeble churches, and blot out others, resulting in harm and only harm,
to the grief of the Seventh-day Baptists, therefore

RESOLVED, That our Seventh-day Baptist brethren had just cause for
complaint, and that it is the sense of this Conference that our preachers are
violating the Golden Rule--Do unto others as you would have them do to you--
in seeking their fields of labor where Seventh-day Baptist churches are
located.

RESOLVED, That while we deplore the spirit of prejudice and unkindness
manifested by certain Seventh-day Baptist ministers toward Seventh-day
Adventists, we deeply regret the injury done to individuals and to feeble
churches, about twenty years since, by those men whom we could not control,
and who have since done Seventh-day Adventists tenfold the injury they did the
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Seventh-day Baptists, resulting In weakening and grieving both denominations.
And whille we pledge our influence against such wrongs in the future, we ask
not to be held responsible for that which we have no power to control.

These were unanimously adopted.

SIXTEENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 28, 1879, 10:30 A.M.
Prayer by Elder James White. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

The chair, according to a vote passed in the fifth meeting, appointed the
committee to inquire into the status of the cause in the southern field, as
follows: B. L. Whitney, D. M. Canright, and U. Smith.

The chair, also, according to vote passed iIn the thirteenth meeting that he
should name two others to act with himself as a committee on a course of
reading
and study for ministers, named U. Smith and S. Brownsberger.

Elder G. 1. Butler then introduced the following, which were unanimously
adopted:--

WHEREAS, The subjects of health and temperance have been intimately
connected with this cause, and are of themselves of the most eminent iImportance
to the well-being of our fellow-men; and

WHEREAS, God has providentially connected with this cause a Sanitarium,
where the sick may be treated, and the laws of health and temperance may be
taught by those eminently qualified to do so, which has already done great
good, and may, If properly appreciated, accomplish much more; and

WHEREAS, In this reading age, when the press wields such a mighty
influence, comparatively little can be done to move the minds of the people
without its assistance; and every good cause finds i1t a leading instrumentality
with which to accomplish i1ts object; and

WHEREAS, God, in his providence, has connected with our work Good Health,
a journal devoted especially to these great and important subjects, a journal
ably edited, pure in tone and sentiment, containing a vast amount of
information greatly needed by the public everywhere to educate them in these
principles so
necessary to their well-being here and hereafter; and

WHEREAS, The success of the Sanitarium in the great work it has undertaken
depends largely upon the success of Good Health in this work of educating
public sentiment and creating an interest In the proper treatment of disease,
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and in calling the attention of the suffering to its many facilities for this
object; therefore

RESOLVED, That we urge upon our people the importance of making special
efforts to extend the circulation of Good Health by all proper means, and
also our other health and temperance literature,

RESOLVED, That we deplore the lack of interest which some manifest in the
great health and temperance movement, and we urge upon our people everywhere
the importance of reading up on these subjects, till they become intelligently
familiar with the principles of health and temperance reform.

Elder J. Fulton spoke further in reference to Ontario as a field of labor,
and the help needed there at the present time.

[Beginning of handwritten minutes.]

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to consider certain
matters of difference between Elders Lane, Corliss, and Canright. Carried.

Elders B. L. Whitney, S. N. Haskell, and Harrison Grant were appointed as
said committee. Adjourned to call of chair.
SEVENTEENTH MEETING, NOVEMBER 30, 1879, 3 P.M.
Prayer by Elder James White. Minutes approved.

The committee in the case of Elder Cornell reported that they could not
recommend that he receive credentials. The report was adopted.

The committee in the case of Elder 0. Soule reported, That while they
found nothing against Brother Soule as to character, they would recommend that
he be
advised to labor with his hands, or to attend school, during the coming year.

This report was also adopted.

The committee in the case of Elder A. C. Spicer reported that they had
nothing to present in his case as they could not procure facts necessary for
any action.

[End of handwritten minutes section.]

The committee on the matter of procuring a laborer for Vermont reported by
presenting the following:--
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RESOLVED, That in view of the urgent appeal from the Vermont Conference
made at its last session, the General Conference recommend that Elder George
I. Butler visit Vermont this winter, and labor there and in the New England and
Maine Conferences three months, or more.

On motion to adopt this report, Elder Butler remarked that i1f the
Conference so decided, he would go and do what he could in the time specified;
but he asked the Conference to look carefully at the circumstances and consider
whether it
was appropriate, after he had been elected president of two conferences in the
West, which were both In most urgent need of help, to send him to a distant
field In another part of the country, which could not possibly be in greater
need of labor than the conferences of which he had been put in charge. The
motion to adopt was further discussed by s. N. Haskell, James White, and W. C.
White, and lost.

Elder C. W. Stone then offered the following:--

RESOLVED, That Elder A. O. Burrill be recommended to go to Vermont to
labor for a period of two or three years, or more.

An amendment was offered to substitute the name of J. O. Corliss for that
of A. O. Burrill.

Under a suspension of the rules, the following resolution was introduced
and adopted:--

RESOLVED, That we deeply sympathize with Elder J. O. Corliss in his
sickness which made it necessary for him to leave the encouraging field of
labor in Colorado; and we pledge our brotherly care and our prayers for his
recovery, that he may return to his field of labor iIn that State at the opening
of the next tent season.

The question of the amendment being resumed, the amendment was lost.

Another amendment was offered, adding the words, "at the opening of next
tent season,”™ so that the resolution would read, "RESOLVED, That Elder A. O.
Burrill be recommended to go to Vermont, at the opening of next tent season, to
labor for a period of two or three years, or more;" which amendment prevailed.

The motion, as amended, was then carried.

The committee to nominate the two remaining members of the Missionary
Board, reported by recommending that it be left with the seven members already
elected
to fill the two remaining vacancies. The report was accepted.
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[Beginning of handwritten section.]

The committee i1n the case of difference between Elders Corliss, Lane,
Canright, etc., reported that they had considered the matter, and learned some
facts which enlisted their sympathy toward Elders Lane and Corliss; but they
were not prepared to present a definite report.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to look after the case
of Simmons (student from Texas) and prevent his leaving Battle Creek In an
improper state of mind. Carried. (Note. Being partially deranged, he was
intent on returning to Texas on that condition.)

S. B. Whitney, E. R. Jones, and C. W. Stone, were appointed as said
committee.

[End of handwritten section.]

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee to assist Brother White iIn
procuring necessary help. Carried.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to examine all our
blanks, Sabbath-school and Tract and Missionary books, and suggest such
improvements therein as they may deem necessary; and also to suggest a form
for a systematic benevolence book. Carried.

The question of the publication of a paper in England, and the shipment of
a quantity of reading matter for distribution in Sweden, was taken up and
discussed at some length. The subject was finally referred by motion to the
General Conference Committee.

A motion to recommend leading brethren who have the principal part to act
in the transaction of business matters to be on the ground at the time of
camp-meetings three or four days before the regular meetings commence, iIn order
to prepare business and make the camp-meetings more interesting, was withdrawn
after being discussed by B. L. Whitney, G. 1. Butler, H. Grant, J. G. Saunders,
Smith Sharp, and W. C. White; and the following was offered in i1ts place:--

MOVED, That a committee of five be appointed by the chair to suggest such
improvements in the manner of holding our camp-meetings as shall make them
most profitable, and to report through the Review. Carried.

EIGHTEENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 1, 1879, 9:30 A_M.

Prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell. Minutes of previous meeting approved.

MOVED, That Elder James White and wife be hereby appointed as delegates
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from the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists to the next General
Conference of Seventh-day Baptists. Carried.

MOVED, That we recommend the Michigan Conference to take under its
supervision, as a part of i1ts territory, the province of Ontario. Carried.

The committee to be appointed by the chair on revision of blanks, etc., was
named as follows: B. L. Whitney, M. H. Brown, and Smith Sharp.

The time for which Elder J. H. Waggoner was sent by the Conference to the
Pacific Coast to take charge of The Signs of the Times, having expired, it was

MOVED, That the matter of Elder Waggoner®s further continuance with the
Signs be referred to the General Conference Committee. Carried.

W. C. White stated that he had been requested at an informal meeting of the
brethren to appoint a committee of five to prepare leaflets for distribution
at camp-meetings, and he would appoint D. M. Canright, C. W. Stone, U. Smith,
S. H. Lane, and W. C. Gage. Thereupon it was

MOVED, That this action, subject to revision, be sanctioned by the General
Conference. Carried.

It was then

MOVED, To revise the appointment by substituting the name of W. C. White
for that of W. C. Gage. Carried.

The committee on camp-meetings, to be appointed by the chair, was named as
follows: B. L. Whitney, J. Fargo, W. C. White, H. Grant, and H. W. Decker.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to consider the
following questions: 1. How long i1t is desirable for church elders, deacons,
and clerks to hold their office without a re-election; 2. What the duties are
which
pertain to each office; 3. What majority should be considered necessary to
elect officers, expel members, etc. Carried.

Elders George 1. Butler, H. W. Decker, and J. Fargo were appointed as said
committee.

The following resolutions were introduced by Elder B. L. Whitney:--
RESOLVED, That we recommend that our ministers furnish quarterly reports

of theirr labor, expenses, and receipts, to the secretary of the conference to
which they belong.
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RESOLVED, That we instruct the committee on the revision of blanks to
prepare blanks for quarterly and annual reports of ministers.

After some discussion these were adopted.

The following resolution, passed at a ministers®™ meeting, was introduced
and adopted as an act of the Conference:--

WHEREAS, God has again most mercifully and graciously spoken to us as
ministers, in words of admonition and reproof through the gift of the spirit of
prophecy; and

WHEREAS, These instructions are just and timely, and of the utmost
importance in their relation to our future labors and usefulness; therefore

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our sincere and devout thanksgiving to
God that he has not left us In our blindness, as he might justly have done, but
has given us another opportunity to overcome, by faithfully pointing out our
sins and errors, and teaching us how we may please God and become useful in his
cause.

RESOLVED, That, while 1t is right and proper that we express our
thankfulness to God and his servants in this manner, yet the best manner of
expressing our gratitude is to faithfully heed the testimony that has been
borne to us; and we hereby pledge ourselves to make a most earnest effort to
reform
on those points wherein we have been shown to be deficient, and to be obedient
to the will of God thus graciously made known to us.

Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.

GENERAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY
For the year ending November 7, 1879

Names of Conferences Ministers Licentiates Churches Members Funds Pledged

Maine---———-—————————————— 3 3 18 326 $ 1,135.79
Vermont---——————————————— 8 6 13 392 1,636.77
New England------———————- 3 6 24 503 2,898.69
New York----————————————— 11 10 33 655 2,959.25
Pennsylvania----————————- 3 12 300 1,331.29
Ohio-——-——————— 8 12 23 674 2,762.44
Michigan----—-——————————— 22 15 94 3175 8,280.48

Indiana----—————-———————- 4 5 21 422 1,835.74
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Wisconsin--———-——————————-— 12 10 52 1107 3,904.88
Ittinois-----—————————- 9 11 34 676 3,084.24
Minnesota--- - - ——————————— 17 20 53 968 3,875.65
lowa--—-————————————————— 13 8 55 1202 3,954.11
Nebraska-----——--————=———- 3 6 23 298 1,340.00
Dakota Conference-------- 1 3 10 200
Missouri---—————————————— 2 5 14 398 894.71
Kansas---—-—-—-—-———————————— 5 10 34 700 2,256.00
California-————————---———- 7 4 31 *740 *5,899.36
Kentucky----—-——————————— 1 1 3 76 272.46
Tennessee-——————————————— 1 3 5 54 133.00
Oregon--—-——————————————— 3 8 9 225 1,129.49
Texas—-—-—-————-—————=——————— 1 1 *4 250 *500.00
General Southern Mission- *3 *68 *172.00
Nevada Mission---———-————- 2 45 *508.00
European Mission-------—- 2 16 223 442 .70
Danish Mission in Europe- 2 1 6 141 17.33
Ontario Mission---————-——-— 1 2 70
Province of Quebec Mission 1 3 73 250.00
Colorado Mission--————-—-—-— 2 55 250.00
Virginia Mission--—--——-——- 1 3 55
Wyoming--—--—————————————— 70
Total--——————————————~ 144 151 599 14,141 $51,714.38
As given last year------—- 117 154 549 13,077 $47,637.79
Gain during the year- 27 ~3 50 1,064 $ 4,076.59

*Figures taken from last year®s report.

~Loss.

[Handwritten notation: "English Mission 50, making total

membership 1,114."]

OF THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

SPECIAL SESSION

BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS

March 11-15, 1880

increase of

The special session of the General Conference called for March 11, 1880,

convened, according to appointment,

in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek.
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Meeting was opened by singing and prayer. The call for delegates brought to
the front the following brethren: C. W. Stone, from Vermont; H. A. St. John,
from Ohio; E. B. Lane, F. Howe, H. M. Kenyon, A. O. Burrill, H. W. Kellogg,
E. R. Jones, William Ostrander, and S. Howland, from Michigan.

The reasons for the calling of this special session of the General
Conference were then stated by the chair, who also mentioned the many
circumstances favoring such a gathering just at this time. Among these were
the facts that brethren qualified to act as delegates from quite a large number
of States were already on the ground; that consequently the Conference could
convene at less expense than at any other time; and that important enterprises
to be entered upon at once, especially the new campaign in the tract and
missionary work, rendered it very proper that there should be a council of
brethren, so far as they could be easily assembled, at this Important epoch in
our work.

New delegates were then received into the Conference as follows:--

Fred B. Goodrich, from Maine; H. W. Pierce, additional delegate from
Vermont; W. C. Gage, from New England; B. L. Whitney, from New York; G. K.
Owen, from Tennessee; S. H. Lane and W. W. Sharp, from Indiana; R. F. Andrews
and G. W. Colcord, from Illinois; H. W. Decker and G. C. Tenney, from
Wisconsin; S. Fulton, from Minnesota; L. McCoy, from lowa; and J. O. Corliss,
from Colorado.

The reading of the minutes of the last meeting was waived, they having
already appeared in the Review.

MOVED, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair on each of the
following subjects: 1. Resolutions; 2. Tract and Missionary Institutes; 3.
Camp-meetings; 4. Tent-meetings. Carried.

SECOND MEETING, 2:30 P.M.

Brother W. D. Sharpe was received as an additional delegate from Ohio. The
chair appointed the following committees, according to the foregoing motion:

Committee on Resolutions, B. L. Whitney, C. W. Stone, George I. Butler; on
Tract and Missionary Institutes, H. W. Decker, S. H. Lane, Samuel Fulton; on
Camp-

meetings, George I. Butler, B. L. Whitney, A. O. Burrill; on Tent-meetings;
George 1. butler, J. O. Corliss, H. A. St. John.

The Conference then listened to reports from delegates. Elders E. R.
Jones, E. B. Lane, and H. M. Kenyon spoke of the condition and wants of the
cause
in Michigan. B. L. Whitney spoke for New York, S. H. Lane for Indiana, R. F.
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Andrews for Illinois, H. W. Decker for Wisconsin, S. Fulton for Minnesota,

L. McCoy for lowa, C. W. Stone for Vermont, J. O. Corliss for Colorado, G. K.
Owen for Tennessee, and Elder White for the whole field. The great feature
brought out in all the remarks was the almost numberless appeals for help
coming up from every quarter, and the painful scarcity of laborers to meet
these

calls.

At this point Elders D. T. Fero and George 1. Butler, having arrived, were
received as delegates to the Conference, the former to represent Pennsylvania,
and the latter to represent Missouri, and as additional delegate from lowa.

THIRD MEETING, MARCH 12, 1880, 9:30 A.M.
Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

MOVED, That a committee of three be appointed by the chair to consider the
proper qualifications of ministers. Carried.

Elders Butler, Whitney, and Smith were appointed as said committee.

MOVED, That the committee appointed at the last Conference on the length
of time church elders and deacons should hold their office without a
re-election,
be requested to report at this meeting. Carried.

FOURTH MEETING, 2:30 P.M.
Minutes of last meeting read, and, with one correction, approved.

MOVED, That the duties devolving on the committee on qualifications and
examination of ministers, appointed at the last session of the Conference, be
transferred to the committee appointed at the preceding meeting of this
session.

This motion, after remarks by Elders Corliss, Whitney, and White,
prevailed.

The Committee on Tract and Missionary Institutes reported as follows:--

"Your Committee on Tract and Missionary Work would respectfully submit the
following report:--

"WHEREAS, Our experience as a people is demonstrating more and more the
vast importance of the tract and missionary work; and

"WHEREAS, The light recently given us through the spirit of prophecy most
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forcibly presents the importance of this great branch of the work, and the
duty of our people everywhere to become earnest workers therein; therefore

"RESOLVED, That we urge our conferences, churches, and membership iIn
all parts of the world, to become more deeply engaged in this part of the
work. In order to do this, our people should all become members of the
society, and do their utmost to carry out the noble purpose of iIts
organization, by
giving their means, and learning how to labor successfully iIn creating an
interest in our reading matter, and iIn bringing souls to the truth. And our
ministers should make it a prominent point in their labor among our people to
impress upon them the importance of becoming earnest workers in this society,
and teaching them how to work. This instruction should commence as soon as
they receive the truth. Our churches and conferences should ever make this
branch
of the cause prominent by giving it the place which our past experience and
the light which the Lord has given show that i1t should occupy.

"Your committee would also recommend

1. That one or more general Tract and Missionary Institutes be held in
each conference, as the circumstances may seem to demand, and that especial
efforts be made to secure the attendance of all ministers and tract and
missionary officers.

"2. That in each conference one or more persons be qualified to conduct
similar classes, and thus extend the system to every local society.

"3. That as many Institutes be held the present spring as practicable
without interfering with tent-labor.

"4_. That as Elder B. L. Whitney, of New York, has successfully taught
several Institutes, introducing an efficient system of tract and missionary
accounts and labor, we recommend the adoption of these methods, and that, as
far as possible, his services as teacher be secured by those conferences where
Tract and Missionary Institutes may be held.

"5_. That a manual of instruction be published, embodying the system of
instruction relative to the tract and missionary work.

"6. That, in order to secure system throughout the entire field, we
recommend that no person organize local societies, who is neither qualified nor
authorized to teach the approved system of tract and missionary work.

H. W. Decker,
S. H. Lane,
Samuel Fulton,
Committee."

The report of this committee was adopted.
The Committee on Resolutions then introduced the following:--
"RESOLVED, That i1t is the opinion of the General Conference that there

should be one general camp-meeting in each State Conference, at which all the
members throughout the conference should be urged to be present, and during
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which the annual session of the conference and of the various societies
should be held.

"RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend that those who conduct camp-
meetings, acting with the State Conference Committees, prepare a programme of
business at the opening of the meeting, In order to expedite the transaction of
business; also that they divide the camp Into sections, and appoint laborers to
hold meetings in those sections and work for the spiritual interests of the
people.™

These resolutions, after being discussed by Brethren Tenney, Pierce,
Andrews, Fero, and Jones, were adopted.

FIFTH MEETING, MARCH 14, 1880, 7 A.M.

Elder H. Grant, having arrived from Minnesota, was received as an
additional delegate from that State.

The report of the Committee on Camp-meetings being called for, the
committee responded by saying that they would adopt a their report the
resolutions on the
subject of camp-meetings already presented by the Committee on Resolutions.
It was then

MOVED, That the Committee on Camp-meetings be continued through the entire
session of the Conference. Carried.

The Committee on Resolutions further reported as follows:--

"WHEREAS, The spirit of prophecy has spoken directly upon the value of
systematic and efficient efforts to spread the truth by the circulation of our
publications, therefore

1. RESOLVED, That our ministers should thoroughly acquaint themselves
with the practical workings of the Tract and Missionary Society, that they may
be able to instruct the members on every point, and labor unitedly to raise the
interest In this great work among our people by teaching them how to labor; and

"WHEREAS, It is necessary, In order that our ministry should exert a
proper influence n favor of this important branch of the work, that they should
set the example of disinterested and self-sacrificing effort in the interests
of the
society, and

"WHEREAS, 1In view of the great field before our Tract and Missionary
societies, involving the outlay of a large amount of means In the
accomplishment of its work, It becomes necessary that the financial policy of
the society be such as shall make it, as far as possible, self-sustaining,
therefore

2. RESOLVED, That we recommend that our ministers act as agents for the
Tract and Missionary Society in the sale of publications, the society
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furnishing the publications, and receiving the profits thereon.

"3. RESOLVED, That we recommend the employment of judicious persons by
our state conferences to act as colporters, who shall receive a license from
the state conference committees to labor in that capacity; and all such persons
will be expected to give quarterly reports of their labors to the conference;
and
we recommend further that the auditing committees be empowered to consider such
cases; and when, iIn their judgment, such labor has benefited the cause, to give
a reasonable remuneration for the same."

On motion to adopt, these preambles and resolutions were discussed by
Brethren Whitney, Colcord, Butler, McCoy, Lane (E. B.) and James White, when it
was moved and carried to amend the motion by dividing, and considering the
resolutions separately. The first preamble and resolution were then adopted.

On the preamble and resolution No. 2 an amendment was offered to insert
before the word publication, "books and all,” so that i1t should read "books and
all publications.” An additional amendment was offered, by which the words
should be transposed, so that it should read, "all books and publications.™

After discussion by Elders McCoy, Whitney, Ostrander, Butler, Corliss,
Stone, Jones, white, and Lane, the question was by vote postponed to the next
meeting.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three on the subject of
tithing. Carried. George 1. Butler, B. L. Whitney, and U. Smith were
appointed as such committee.

SIXTH MEETING, MARCH 14, 1880, 9:30 A.M.

The question postponed being taken up, the vote was taken on the amendment
to the amendment on resolution No. 2, which was carried.

The question then recurring on the amendment as amended, i1t was discussed
by Elders Corliss, Jones, white, Butler, Lane (S. H.), Lane (E. B.), Whitney,
Stone, and Andrews, and laid on the table.

Resolution 3 was then adopted.
Further regular business of the Conference was then postponed to 2:30 p.m.,
and the meeting resolved itself into a Bible-class, conducted by Brother White,

on the subject of tithes. A season was then spent in a profitable and
interesting investigation of that question.

SEVENTH MEETING, MARCH 14, 1880, 2:30 P.M.
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The Committee on Tent-labor presented the following report:--

"Your Committee on Tent-labor would present the following as their
report:--

"WHEREAS, Our past experience has shown that many of our churches have
suffered greatly for want of ministerial labor, till they have become
enfeebled, and some are threatened with extinction; and

"WHEREAS, 1In many of these places judicious labor would save to the cause
those who are iIn danger of giving up the truth, and bring in others to unite
with them, and thus build up such churches; therefore

"RESOLVED, That we recommend to our state conference committees, and
ministers throughout the field, that these weak churches be looked after; that
ministers of experience labor among them where there are reasonable prospects
of success; and that efforts be made with tents and otherwise to strengthen the
things which remain by the preaching of practical godliness, and to bring
others to the truth.

"RESOLVED, That we consider it important that our tents which go forth
into the harvest field should be properly manned with efficient help, such as
will
correctly represent this important work; that under ordinary circumstances, in
places of moderate size, two laborers well mated, using a forty or fifty-foot
tent, would not need a tent-master; but when one laborer is strong enough to do
all the preaching, he should have an efficient tent-master, who will assist him
in visiting, singing, and active labor for souls.

"RESOLVED, That in the matter of music, while 1t may be advisable in large
places, under special circumstances, to obtain an organ, and be at some expense
to furnish music to attract the people, we would not, under ordinary
circumstances, recommend our tent companies to be to any expense iIn this
direction.

"RESOLVED, That we earnestly recommend to all who labor with tents that
they thoroughly develop every iInterest they raise, and that they do not leave
the place of their labor until those who have listened shall have come to a
Tfull decision, and till those who have taken a stand for the truth shall have
been fully instructed, not only in the theory of the truth, but in the great
principles of practical religion taught by our blessed Saviour."

These resolutions, after remarks by Elders Butler, White, Corliss, Burrill,
Tenney, and Andrews, were adopted.

[Beginning of handwritten section.]

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to consider the cause
in the South, and report at the next meeting. Carried.

Elders L. McCoy, B. L. Whitney, and G. 1. Butler were appointed as said
committee.
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EIGHTH MEETING, MARCH 14, 1880, 7 P.M.

The committee on labor in the South reported verbally recommending that no
public action be taken, but that the Conference confer with those who have
labored there in regard to their future labors, either North or South.

[End of handwritten section.]

The question laid upon the table In the morning session, was taken up.
The question being on the pending amendment, namely, that ministers should act
as agents of the Tract and Missionary Society in the sale of "all books and
publications,”™ the amendment was adopted.

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted without further debate.
The following resolution was then introduced by Elder B. L. Whitney:--

"RESOLVED, That in consideration of the foregoing action (that ministers
be agents for the Tract and Missionary societies), we would also recommend to
the tract societies to furnish our ministers with such tracts as they may need
for judicious distribution.”™ Adopted.

The following, relative to the situation in Battle Creek, was then
submitted to the Conference and adopted:--

"WHEREAS, Battle Creek is an important center of our work, where our
public
institutions are located, creating the necessity of large gatherings, and thus
bringing heavy burdens upon the church, therefore

"RESOLVED, That this Conference considers it the duty of the several state
conferences to prevent, as far as possible, the poor from among them, and the
unconsecrated, from moving to Battle Creek, and that i1t is the duty of the
state conferences to either induce their poor to move from Battle Creek, or to
support them where they are."

NINTH MEETING, MARCH 15, 1880, 10 A.M.

The committee on church elders and deacons were called upon for a report;
but as they had not had opportunity to prepare a report, at their request the
subject was informally discussed by the Conference. Some time having been
spent in this manner, the following resolution was presented and adopted:--

"RESOLVED, That the local elders and deacons in our churches should be
elected annually, such election to occur iIn each church at a time set by each
state conference, except in churches where dissatisfaction with the incumbent
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has been expressed by at least a respectable minority of the church. In such
cases it shall be the duty of the church clerk to notify the conference
committee of such fact; and elections iIn such churches shall be deferred till
proper help is provided by the committee."

The following on the compensation of the ministry was also adopted:--

"WHEREAS, We recognize the propriety as well as the duty of the Christian
ministry to be an example to the flock in liberality and self-sacrifice, as
well as in all other good works; and

"WHEREAS, The Scriptures plainly teach that the laborer i1s worthy of his
hire, and that the faithful minister is entitled to a liberal and generous
support at the hands of his brethren; therefore

"RESOLVED, That i1t be hereby expressed as the sense of this Conference,
that faithful and efficient ministers should receive a liberal compensation
for their labor, that they may be fully sustained in their work, and have the
means wherewith to donate to the cause, as their sense of duty thereto may
dictate.

"RESOLVED, That we recommend to the auditing committees of our
conferences to make a plain distinction between those who are thorough and
efficient in their labor, and those who manifest no proper burden of
responsibility in the work, and who, either from lack of consecration or
devotion to the cause, fail to show such fruit of their labor as ought to be
expected, and to make their award accordingly."”

In reference to desirable places in which to labor without iIncurring
unnecessary expense, the following was adopted as the sense of the
Conference:--

"WHEREAS, The calls for labor and the offer of suitable places in which
to hold meetings, and to board ministers free are numerous iIn most of the
states, therefore

"RESOLVED, That it is the opinion of this Conference that in those
States, where these offers are made, our ministers should not labor in fields
where they will have to hire places for meetings, or pay for their board,
only on the recommendation of the Conference Committee."

TENTH MEETING, MARCH 15, 1880, 2:30 P.M.

The only new subject for action introduced at this meeting was embodied iIn
the following motion, which was unanimously carried.

MOVED, That the matter of distribution of labor with respect to the
Pacific Coast States and territories be left in the hands of the General
Conference Committee, to be acted upon at their pleasure.
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ELEVENTH MEETING, MARCH 15, 1880, 7 P.M.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three on the subject of
lessons for Sabbath-schools and Bible-classes, the proper subjects to be
presented, and the time that should be devoted to each subject, and present,
through the Review, an address on this question. Carried.

C. W. Stone, S. Brownsberger, and W. C. Gage were thereupon appointed as
said committee.

MOVED, That the vote passed at the last session of the General Conference
recommending that Elder A. O. Burrill labor in Vermont, commencing with the
next tent season, be hereby rescinded, on account of the pressing need of his
labors iIn Michigan. Carried.

This action not arising from any lack of interest for the cause iIn Vermont,
or any indifference to the propriety of claims for help from a State which has
furnished so many men for important fields and posts of labor, it was further

MOVED, That the matter of the wants of Vermont in respect to laborers be
left with the General Conference Committee, to be supplied as soon and as fTully
as practicable. Carried.

Adjourned sine die.

All the meetings were opened by singing and prayer. At each meeting the
minutes of the preceding meeting were read and approved. Subjects were more
freely discussed, pro and con, than at any previous Conference, yet with the
utmost cordiality of feeling, and with unanimity of action at the last iIn
every case. It was throughout a most pleasant as well as important and
profitable meeting. James White, President.

U. Smith, Secretary.

NINETEENTH ANNUAL SESSION
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
October 6, 1880
The Conference assembled, according to appointment, on the camp-ground at

Battle Creek, at 4 p.m., October 6, 1880, the president, Elder James White iIn
the chair. After singing, and prayer by Elder S. N. Haskell, the delegates
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handed In their credentials to the number of twenty. Eighteen were afterward
chosen by vote as additional delegates from brethren present from other States
and missions, making thirty-eight in all, representing twenty-one conferences
and five missions, as follows:--

Maine was represented by J. B. Goodrich.

New England, G. H. Murphy, S. N. Haskell.

Vermont, C. W. Stone.

New York, B. L. Whitney, M. H. Brown.

Pennsylvania, B. L. Whitney.

Ohio, R. A. Underwood, W. J. Stone.

Tennessee, G. K. Owen.

Michigan, E. B. Lane, M. B. Miller, E. H. Root, H. M. Kenyon, D. A.
Wellman, J. O. Corliss, J. Fargo, lsaac Gilbert, H. W. Kellogg.

Indiana, S. H. Lane, J. M. Rees.

Illinois, R. F. Andrews, T. M. Steward.

Wisconsin, H. W. Decker, O. A. Olsen, C. W. Olds.

Minnesota, W. H. Hall.

Dakota, S. B. Whitney.

Nebraska, C. L. Boyd.

lowa, H. Nicola.

Missouri, G. 1. Butler.

Kansas, Smith Sharp, J. H. Cook.

California, North Pacific, Upper Columbia Conferences, and the Nevada
Mission, Elder S. N. Haskell.

Province of Quebec, Elder James White.

Virginia Mission, R. D. Hottel.

Southern Mission, C. 0. Taylor.

Colorado Mission, E. R. Jones.

Norwegian European Mission, J. G. Matteson.

Reading of minutes waived. The chairman, under vote of the Conference,
appointed the following committees:--

On Nominations: B. L. Whitney, H. W. Decker, J. B. Goodrich.
On Resolutions: C. W. Stone, J. 0. Corliss, E. R. Jones.
On Auditing: W. H. Hall, G. H. Murphy.

Elder George 1. Butler spoke for the cause In Missouri, and presented the
following paper:--

"The following resolution was passed by the Missouri Conference, October
4, 1880, and indorsed by the congregation by a rising vote:--

"RESOLVED, That the General Conference be requested to send an active and
efficient minister to labor in this conference, and we as a conference pledge
ourselves to raise funds sufficient to support him, as well as the other
ministers now with us."
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Brother Haskell spoke for Nevada, and Brethren Jones and Corliss for
Colorado. The openings for labor are numerous; the calls for help, urgent; and
the promises for support, ample.

The Conference then adjourned to the call of the chair.

SECOND MEETING, OCTOBER 11, 1880, 9 A_M.
Prayer by the chairman. Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following, which were
unanimously adopted:--

1. WHEREAS, There is a growing tendency among our members to indulge in
expensive dress, jewelry, and superfluous trimmings, therefore,

RESOLVED, That the General Conference recommend a return to that
simplicity of dress taught In the New Testament, believing that the blessing of
God will
attend such a reform; and that our ministers labor in all the churches to bring
it about.

2. WHEREAS, In the providence of God, under the labors of our
missionaries, the cause of present truth has gained some ground in the OId
World, therefore

RESOLVED, 1. That we express our gratitude to God for the good results thus
far reached. And

RESOLVED, 2. That while we are cheered by the words of Christian greeting,
thanks, and love, brought to us by Elder J. G. Matteson, from the new friends
of the cause iIn Norway, Denmark and Sweden, we extend to him, and through him
to
them, heartfelt expressions of Christian fellowship and love, believing that
out of the nations who hear the world-wide, closing messages of truth there
will be
called a people whose hearts shall beat as one in the unity of the faith. And

RESOLVED, 3. That we tender Christian sympathy to our beloved absent
missionaries, Elder J. N. Andrews in Switzerland, Elder J. N. Loughborough in
England, and Elder Ertzenberger in Germany; and that we earnestly desire of God
that he will restore Elder Andrews to health, and bless the labors of those men
and their co-laborers, while we pledge our support in every place where it is
needed and possible. And

RESOLVED, 4. That we recommend a council in reference to foreign work, to
be held by the General Conference Committee, Elder J. G. Matteson, and other
leading brethren, as soon as the General Conference Committee may appoint.

3. RESOLVED, That while we are gratified at the manner in which our
people have responded to the Bible plan of supporting the gospel, we would
recommend that our ministers everywhere labor to bring every member up to the
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Bible rule in this matter, both that there may be meat in the Lord"s house and
that his blessing may rest upon us as a people. See Malachi 3.

4. RESOLVED, That no church should devote any portion of its tithe to
the erection or repairing of its church, without the free consent of the State
Conference Committee.

5. RESOLVED, That the work on the Pacific Coast and in the States of
Virginia, Alabama, and North Carolina, be considered by the members of the
General Conference Committee and Brother and Sister White, for the purpose of
suggesting such measures as shall, In their judgment, be deemed advisable.

6. RESOLVED, That this Conference recommend the publication of a work to
be prepared for the press by Elder White, on the subject of redemption through
Christ.

7. RESOLVED, That it is the sense of this Conference, that a work should
be published embracing the writings of Mrs. E. G. White on the Life of Christ,
and that all laudable and proper means be used to get it before the public.

8. RESOLVED, That the General Conference recommend Elder E. R. Jones to
labor in the State of Colorado the coming year.

9. RESOLVED, That we recommend, that Elder J. H. Waggoner labor in
connection with the Signs of the Times, the coming year.

The Committee on Nominations gave a partial report, nominating the
following officers:-—-

For president, George 1. Butler.

For secretary, U. Smith.

For treasurer, Mrs. M. J. Chapman.

For Conference Committee, George 1. Butler, S. N. Haskell.

The committee retired to complete their work, and the intervening time was
occupied by Elder S. B. Whitney in a strong appeal for the Scandinavians and
German Russians in Dakota.

The Committee on Nominations, having returned, completed their report by
recommending that H. W. Kellogg be the remaining member of the General
Conference Committee. The nominees were then unanimously elected.

THIRD MEETING, OCTOBER 12, 1880

After prayer by the chairman, the minutes of the last meeting were read
and approved.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following, which was adopted:--
WHEREAS, Heavy financial burdens have for some time rested on our

institutions at Battle Creek, thereby crippling their power for good;
therefore,
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RESOLVED, That we recommend to our ministers of the several State
Conferences, that in all their labors they bear in mind the wants of these
branches of the work, and present before all our people, especially those who
have recently come to the faith, the importance of paying the indebtedness on
our College, Tabernacle, and tract societies, that the Publishing Association
may be relieved of the heavy burden of carrying these debts, which greatly
cripples its usefulness. And we further recommend that our people everywhere
take stock In these iInstitutions according to their ability, especially those
who have never done so.

Elder C. 0. Taylor spoke of the condition and wants of the cause in Alabama
and North Carolina, and introduced the question of licensing some five
individuals In those States whom he thought qualified to publicly present the
truth.

Elder J. O. Corliss spoke in a similar manner of the cause in Virginia, and
some who have embraced the truth there.

After a time occupied In an informal consideration of the question, the
matter of sending a man into the southern field to labor, and to ascertain
what help could be advantageously employed, was, by vote, referred to the
General Conference Committee.

Elder J. G. Matteson spoke of the prosperity of the work in Denmark, giving
an interesting account of the recent organization of a conference in that
country, and presenting their request to unite with the General Conference.

MOVED, by 0. A. Olsen, That the conference in Denmark be received into
the General Conference. Unanimously carried.

Brother Batteson also gave an encouraging statement of what had been done
to the present time in the way of issuing publications and periodicals in
Norway .

Elder Underwood presented a request from the brethren in Ohio, that Elder
E. B. Lane and wife return to labor in Ohio; which request was referred to the
General Conference Committee.

The following resolutions were then presented and adopted:--

RESOLVED, That this Conference should select a minister to visit Virginia,
West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and the South generally, to labor
for the general interests of the cause, and to encourage such men as should be
engaged In active labor to enter the field.

WHEREAS, Testimony to the Church, No. 29, pp. 10, 11, takes up the subject
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of canvassing for our publications, and mentions such matter as is found in the
volumes of the Spirit of Prophecy; therefore,

RESOLVED, That young men and young women among our people should be
encouraged to engage in the work of canvassing for the anticipated works,
The Life of Christ, by Mrs. E. G. White, and Redemption Through Christ, by
Elder James White.

MOVED, That Elder James White and Mrs. E. G. White be requested to visit
the Southern field, taking with them such help as they need. Carried.

After another appeal by Brother Butler in behalf of Missouri, the
Conference adjourned to 7 p.m.

FOURTH MEETING, OCTOBER 12, 1880, 7 P.M.

Prayer having been offered, the minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved.

A report from Elder J. N. Andrews was read, and remarks were made by
Elders George 1. Butler and S. N. Haskell, urging that some action be taken
in response thereto. [An extract from this report will be found in another
column.--Sec.]

MOVED, That Elder J. O. Corliss be recommended to attend the camp-meeting
in Kentucky, and work in the South according to the resolution already adopted
on that subject, provided Elder James White and wife are not able to comply
with the request of the Conference in this respect. Carried.

MOVED, by G. 1. Butler, That this Conference recommend our brethren to
raise sufficient means to send one thousand copies of the Signs of the Times
to England. Carried.

MOVED, by B. L. Whitney, That the General Conference Committee, with
Elder James White, apportion to each State the sum proper for i1t to raise for
this object, in proportion to its tithe. Carried.

Adjourned sine die. James White, President.
U. Smith, Secretary.
GENERAL CONFERENCE STATISTICS, 1880
From reports brought to our late General Conference, and from other

authentic sources, we are able to compile quite full statistics showing the
standing of the Conference, as presented in the following table:--
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GENERAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY, OCTOBER 11, 1880 Amount paid
Names of Conferences Ministers Licentiates Churches Members during year
Maine---————————————-— 3 0 20 336 $ 1218.74
Vermont---——————————- 6 3 13 392 1680.36
New England---------—- 3 2 24 475 3002.99
New York-----———————- 12 8 31 672 3449.80
Pennsylvania----—-———- 4 5 16 419 766.02
ohio----————————————-— 8 6 30 781 4302.98
Michigan----————————- 24 17 98 3264 11838.35
Indiana---—-————-————- 5 5 24 522 1924 .50
Wisconsin--—--—-——————-— 13 8 52 1107 5087.25
Ilinois--——————-———- 10 8 40 760 3116.76
Minnesota----—--—-——-- 16 12 55 1272 4833.95
lowa-—--——-———————————- 11 8 58 1202 4762.03
Nebraska-----—-———-—--- 3 6 23 298 1800.00
Dakota-----—--———-——-—- 1 3 9 195 511.86
Missouri—---—--———————-— 2 7 13 331 1540.85
Kansas--------—-—-———-—- 5 8 37 815 3018.82
California---—————--- 5 4 33 1020 5163.83
North Pacific----—-—--—- 2 4 5 102 45.21
Upper Columbia------- 2 0 4 119 138.45
Kentucky---—-—-———————— 1 1 4 80 156.63
Tennessee-—-—————————- 1 5 54 133.00
Texas-----——————————- 1 1 4 250 500.00
Province of Quebec--- 3 132 186.40
Denmark---—-—————————- 1 7 150 75.00
Missions
General Southern----- 1 3 68 172.00
Virginia---—————————- 1 5 110 200.00
Wyoming---—-—-——-—————- 70
Colorado-----—————-—- 4 93 1500.00
Nevada-------———————- 2 45 208.00
Central European----- 2 16 223 442 .70
Northern European---- 1 2 138 80.40
English---——————————- 75
Total--—————————- 144 116 640 15570 $61856.88
As given last yr. 144 151 599 14141 51714.38
Gain--—-—————————- 0 ~35 41 1429 $10142.50
~Loss

From the foregoing table, as compared with last year®s report it will be
seen that three new conferences have been added; namely, Upper Columbia,
Province of Quebec, and Denmark.
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The number of ministers stands the same, although nine have been ordained
the past season. This arises from an error In last year®™s report. It appears
that in some instances ministers who belonged to one conference, and were
laboring In another conference or iIn some mission, were inadvertently reported
from both. Thus the number of ministers given last year was too large by nine.
A correct report as between the two years would show an increase of nine the
present year.

The number of licentiates is thirty-five less. The reason of this is that
the conferences have granted licenses heretofore to persons who have made no
use of them. This year they concluded to reduce the number to those who will
actually spend a portion, if not all, of their time in the field. Thus the
working force in this division will be no less than formerly, through the
figures are smaller.

The churches show a gain of forty-one. This Increase has been iIn the
following-named conferences: Maine, two; Pennsylvania, four; Ohio, seven;
Michigan, four; Indiana, three; Illinois, six; Minnesota, two; lowa, three;
Kansas, seven; California, two; Kentucky, one; Denmark, three; Quebec, one;
Colorado, two. Total, forty-seven. But New York reports two less, and Dakota
and Missouri, one each less, while the two In Ontario are reckoned with
Michigan, to which Ontario was united last year, making a net gain of
forty-one.

In membership there is a gratifying increase of one thousand four hundred
and twenty-nine. This is the largest increase of membership yet reported in
any single year. The same may be said of

The Financial Report. This shows an increase of ten thousand one hundred
and forty-two dollars and fifty cents. The figures iIn this department are
taken chiefly from the reports of the treasurers of the various conferences,
and hence show only the amounts paid to the treasurers, not including that
portion of the funds which the churches retain for their own use.

Thus, In some respects the past year shows a good degree of prosperity.
We should be glad to see, each year, a large increase of laborers; for the
crying want of the cause is for men to enter the openings Providence is
everywhere placing before us, and to answer the Macedonian calls arising on
every side, "Come over and help us.”™ In these closing years of time--time of
such thrilling importance, of such infinite value--it Is to be exceedingly
regretted that the time and talents of some of our young men of promise, who
could be workers for the truth, should be diverted into mere business channels.
We have reason to pray that all to whom God has given ability to labor in his
cause may devote it to this all-important work, and that the Lord will send
forth more reapers; "for the harvest time iIs near."
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GENERAL CONFERENCE DIRECTORY

President: George 1. Butler, Mt. Pleasant, lowa.
Secretary: Uriah Smith, Battle Creek, Michigan.
Treasurer: Mrs. M. J. Chapman, Battle Creek, Michigan.

General Conference Committee: George I. Butler, Mt. Pleasant, lowa.
S. N. Haskell, South Lancaster,
Massachusetts. H. W. Kellogg, Battle Creek,
Michigan.

U. Smith, Gen. Conf. Secy.

TWENTIETH ANNUAL SESSION
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

December 1, 1881

The Conference assembled according to appointment, in the Tabernacle at
Battle Creek, Michigan, December 1, 1881. The president, Elder George 1.
Butler, being detained from the meeting by ill health, Elder S. N. Haskell was
chosen chairman pro tem.

Prayer was then offered by Elder W. H. Littlejohn.

The Conference was organized by the presentation of credentials by
delegates, as follows:--

Michigan: J. Fargo, W. H. Littlejohn, D. M. Canright, J. O. Corliss,
A. O. Burrill, M. B. Miller, H. M. Kenyon, E. H. Root, and D. H. Lamson.

Vermont: A. S. Hutchins.

Ohio: H. A. St. John, G. G. Rupert.

Minnesota: H. Grant, J. Fulton, G. M. Dimmick.

lowa: A. R. Henry, H. Nicola.

Pennsylvania: J. W. Raymond, D. B. Oviatt.

New York: B. L. Whitney, M. H. Brown.

California: S. N. Haskell, W. C. White, William Saunders.

Kansas: Smith Sharp, J. H. Cook.

Wisconsin: H. W. Decker, G. C. Tenney.

Texas: R. M. Kilgore.

Illinois: R. F. Andrews.

Indiana: S. H. Lane.

By invitation of the Conference, expressed by vote, the following-named
brethren were invited to represent the states and fields named below:--
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Province of Quebec: A. C. Bourdeau.

lowa: L. McCoy.

New England: D. A. Robinson, J. C. Tucker.
Scandinavians in the West: J. Hanson.
Colorado Mission: E. R. Jones.

Kentucky and Tennessee: J. 0. Corliss.

Upon 1nquiry concerning communications received for the consideration of
the Conference, reports were read from Elder J. N. Andrews, in reference to the
work in Switzerland; Elder J. G. Matteson, of Norway; Elder G. W. Colcord, of
the Upper Columbia Conference, Washington Territory; Elder William L. Raymond,
of Oregon; Elder I. D. Van Horn, of California; C. M. Kenney and J. W. Allen,
of Nevada; Elder L. P. Hodges, of North Carolina; Elder C. 0. Taylor, of
Alabama; and A. C. Neff, of Virginia.

Elder J. O. Corliss spoke concerning the communication from North Carolina,
and Elder S. N. Haskell spoke iIn reference to the wants of the cause iIn some
of the other fields mentioned In the communications.

MOVED, by Elder B. L. Whitney, That the chair appoint a committee of five
to consider the wants of destitute fields, and recommend some action to be
taken by this Conference. Carried.

The following-named persons were subsequently appointed as said committee:
B. L. Whitney, J. 0. Corliss, W. C. White, R. M. Kilgore, and U. Smith.

The chair being empowered by vote to appoint the usual committees, names
the following:--

On Nominations: J. Fargo, M. H. Brown, and L. McCoy.
On Resolutions: W. H. Littlejohn, B. L. Whitney, and U. Smith.
On Auditing Accounts: W. C. White and W. H. Hall.

MOVED, That a committee of three be elected to arrange for preaching
during the Conference. Carried.

U. Smith, J. Fargo, and S. H. Lane were thereupon chosen as said committee.

Adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

AFTERNOON SESSION, 2:30 P.M.

Met as per adjournment. Elder D. M. Canright led the Conference in
prayer, and the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
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The chairman calling for reports from the delegates in reference to the
wants of the fields which they came to represent, Elder R. M. Kilgore reported
a visit to Arkansas, and the work in Texas. Elder E. R. Jones reported his
labors in Colorado, and his desire to return to that field at the wish of the
churches there. W. C. White expressed the wish, in behalf of the brethren in
California, that Elder J. H. Waggoner continue his labors in California. Elder
J. O. Corliss spoke for the cause in Tennessee. Brother Bahler spoke for more
help in Texas. Elder A. S. Hutchins presented the wants of Vermont. Elder
A. C. Bourdeau spoke for the Province of Quebec. Elder L. McCoy mentioned the
fact that lowa iIs an Immense state, and has room for many more ministers than
are now at work in that field.

The chair then introduced the matter of furnishing statistics of our
churches, as called for by the Census Department. Some of the delegates
reported what had been done iIn their conferences in this matter. To this point
remarks were made by S. H. Lane, of Indiana, A. R. Henry and L. McCoy of lowa,
B. L. Whitney of New York, and W. C. White of California.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of two, to act with himself iIn
preparing blanks to be filled out and reported to the Census Department.

This motion was spoken to by D. M. Canright, L. McCoy, B. L. Whitney,
E. R. Jones, S. H. Lane, A. R. Henry, and W. C. White. Carried.

Elders D. M. Canright and L. McCoy were appointed as said committee.
Adjourned to call of chair.

The following day, December 2, was named as the time for the next meeting.

THIRD MEETING, DECEMBER 2, 1881, 10 A.M.

Met as per call of the chair. Elder A. Stone offered the opening prayer,
and the minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. Elder Hutchins
stated that Vermont was entitled to another delegate, and moved that Elder
A. Stone act as such delegate from Vermont, which motion prevailed.

Nebraska being entitled to two delegates, i1t was voted that Elder A. J.
Cudney act with Elder C. L. Boyd as an additional delegate from Nebraska.

The Committee on Resolutions reported the following:--

RESOLVED, That we express i1t as the opinion of this Conference that no
person should presume to go to any of the European missions, with a view to
connecting themselves with these missions as laborers, until they have first
received from the General Conference Committee credentials which will show
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to the brethren to whom they are accredited that they are worthy of their
confidence and support. Adopted.

WHEREAS, The recommendation of this Conference concerning the annual
election of church officers has iIn some iInstances, through misapprehension
of the design of this recommendation, resulted In changes which have proved
detrimental to the iInterests of our churches; therefore--

RESOLVED, That while we recognize the importance of this arrangement as a
means of relieving the churches of such officers as are not serving them to the
best advantage, we most earnestly recommend that such changes be made only in
cases where there exists an evident necessity for such change, and then only
with the advice and counsel of the Conference Committee. Adopted.

RESOLVED, That in the selection of new officers great care should be
exercised that those chosen to these responsible positions be sound in the
faith, and in all points in harmony with the spirit of our work. Adopted.

S. N. Haskell, Pres. pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

We resume the record of the business proceedings of the Conference by
continuing the report of the Committee on Resolutions:--

WHEREAS, In the providence of God, Elder James White has during the past
Conference year, been removed by death from the labors and responsibilities
which have devolved upon him for so many years; therefore--

RESOLVED, That while we feel that words are iInadequate to express the
sense of loss which we feel at his death; and while we are deeply conscious
that there i1s no one among us who can fill as he did the position of counselor
and laborer
in the work of the Third Angel®s Message, we will nevertheless earnestly pray
that the same God who helped him to devise and execute the plans which have
contributed so much to the prosperity of the cause of present truth, may permit
the mantle of his faithfulness and power to fall upon others, whose devotion to
the cause of God shall be characterized by the same spirit of self-sacrifice
and be crowned with the same marked success as that which distinguished his
life and labors.

RESOLVED, That we hereby express to our afflicted sister, Ellen G. White,
and the other members of her family, our sincere and heartfelt sympathy in this
great bereavement which has fallen upon them; and that we assure them of our
earnest prayers that or Heavenly Father will graciously sustain them under the
deep affliction and great loss which they have experienced.

This and the preceding resolution were adopted, not by the Conference only,
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but by a rising vote unanimously given by the whole congregation.

RESOLVED, That we renew the expressions of our confidence in the spirit of
prophecy, which has acted so prominent a part thus far in directing the efforts
of our people in giving the last message of mercy to the world; and that we
will earnestly pray that God in his infinite mercy may remember the humble
instrument he has employed in connection with the same, and impart to her in
her present enfeebled condition the strength necessary to enable her to visit
the different parts of the field, and actively participate In such general
gatherings as may be held from time to time. Adopted.

Many tender and touching remarks were made by the brethren on these
resolutions, and by W. C. White, acknowledging the appreciation by Sister
White and the family of the sympathy expressed toward them by this people.

WHEREAS, The College at Battle Creek was founded for the especial purpose
of fitting young men and women for usefulness either In the ministry or in
fields of missionary labor, and--

WHEREAS, In our judgment, the children®s department, which i1s at the
present time connected with the College, interferes materially with the
success of the iInstitution in that direction; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we most respectfully recommend the Educational Society to
take into consideration the propriety of making such provisions that the
children®s department shall be either wholly separated from the College, or so
conducted that it will not interfere with the usefulness of the same iIn the
accomplishment of i1ts specific work.

This resolution, after being discussed by D. M. Canright, E. R. Jones,
J. O. Corliss, W. C. White, M. B. Miller, A. R. Henry, R. M. Kilgore, and
W. H. Littlejohn, was referred back to the committee.

RESOLVED, That we express it as our conviction that the College at
Battle Creek could greatly advance the interests of the cause of God by
preparing young men and women to act as teachers, and that we earnestly
recommend the faculty of that institution to spare no pains to secure that
end, by giving particular attention to the interest of that department of the
school which is devoted to the instruction and drill of those who design to act
in that capacity.

While the motion to adopt this resolution was pending, the Conference
adjourned to 2:30 p.m.

FOURTH MEETING, DECEMBER 2, 1881, 2:30 P.M.
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Met as per adjournment at 2:30 p.m., December 2. Prayer by the secretary.
Minutes read and approved.

The resolution the adoption of which was pending at the adjournment of the
preceding meeting, was again read, and adopted.

The report of the Committee on Resolutions was continued, as follows:--

RESOLVED, 1. That we recommend the establishment, iIn states where the
same can be done to advantage, of schools where students can pursue such
branches of study as it will be necessary for them to master before
entering the College at Battle Creek; 2. That these preparatory schools
be established in such places, and conducted on such principles as the
General Conference may recommend. Adopted.

The resolution on the separation of the primary department from the
College, which was referred back to the Committee, was again presented, and
postponed
till after the meeting of the Educational Society, December 4.

WHEREAS, It is in the highest degree important that our churches should
enjoy, as far as possible, the labor and watchcare of our ministers, and--

WHEREAS, The church in Battle Creek cannot be materially aided by the
presence of ministers other than those who are connected with the institutions
located there; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend our brethren in the ministry to find homes in
the vicinity of churches which have need of their labor and oversight.

This resolution, after being discussed by A. S. Hutchins, E. R. Jones,
D. M. Canright, J. O. Corliss, S. H. Lane, A. O. Burrill, and M. B. Miller, was
laid upon the table; and the Conference adjourned to the call of the chair.

S. H. Haskell, Pres. pro tem.
U. Smith, Secretary.

FIFTH MEETING, DECEMBER 5, 1881, 10 A_M.
Prayer by Elder Loughborough. Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

Brother J. N. Loughborough was cordially welcomed as a delegate from
England.

The resolution touching the separation of the primary department from the
College proper, which had been postponed till after the meeting of the
Educational Society, was now called up, and adopted.
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The question In reference to ministers®™ moving to Battle Creek was taken
from the table, and after being discussed by A. O. Burrill, W. H. Littlejohn,
and J. O. Corliss, was referred back to the Committee on Resolutions.

RESOLVED, That the chair be requested to appoint a committee of five
brethren, whose duty it shall be to arrange a systematic course of reading for
the ministers of our denomination. Adopted.

The following-named brethren were thereupon appointed as said committee:
J. N. Loughborough, W. H. Littlejohn, D. M. Canright, S. H. Lane, and E. R.
Jones.

RESOLVED, That all candidates for license and ordination should be
examined with reference to their intellectual and spiritual fitness for the
successftul discharge of the duties which will devolve upon them as licentiates
and ordained ministers.

This was spoken to by D. M. Canright, D. H. Lamson, W. H. Littlejohn,
S. H. Lane, G. C. Tenney, E. R. Jones, W. C. White, A. S. Hutchins, and R. M.
Kilgore, and adopted.

RESOLVED, That females possessing the necessary qualifications to fill
that position, may, with perfect propriety, be set apart by ordination to the
work of the Christian ministry.

This was discussed by J. O. Corliss, A. C. Bourdeau, E. R. Jones, D. H.
Lamson, W. H. Littlejohn, A. S. Hutchins, D. M. Canright, and J. N.
Loughborough, and referred to the General Conference Committee.

RESOLVED, That we deeply sympathize with our beloved brother, Elder J. N.
Andrews, In his present condition of physical prostration, and that we will
continue to pray most earnestly that the God of all grace may restore him to
perfect health.

This resolution received the hearty indorsement of those present, as
expressed by a unanimous vote.

WHEREAS, We recognize the manifestation of spiritual gifts, especially the
spirit of prophecy, as one of the distinguishing features of the work of the
third angel®s message, and--

WHEREAS, We fully believe that the neglect of these gifts and of the
special instruction given us through them, will surely result in a decline of
spirituality and true godliness among us as a people; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we urgently recommend to all our ministers that they
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frequently present before our brethren, in our older churches as well as among
those more recently brought to the faith, the plain teaching of the Scriptures
concerning the perpetuity of these gifts, and the great importance of carefully
heeding the precious instruction given us through this agency. Adopted.

Adjourned to call of chair.

SIXTH MEETING, DECEMBER 7, 1881, 10 A_M.
Prayer by Elder A. S. Hutchins. Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

The committee on a course of reading for ministers presented a report,
recommending a course to extend over a period of six years. [This report, on
account of its length, is not iInserted in this record of proceedings, but is
given by itself in another column (of the Review)--Secretary.]

MOVED, That we adopt the report, by considering the course prescribed for
the first year®s course of reading, after some discussion, an amendment was
offered that Geike"s Life of Christ be placed in the first year"s course. This
was spoken to by a number of brethren, and adopted. The motion, as amended,
was then adopted.

The question now recurring on the adoption of the second year®s course, an
amendment was offered that the volume of Gibbon to be used should be the
student®s edition; this amendment was lost. The motion was then adopted.

The courses of the remaining years were voted on favorably, when the
preamble and report as a whole were adopted.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to still have this
matter under advisement with a view to suggesting revisions of the various
courses, if In their judgment any should be made. Carried.

The resolution referred back to the committee relative to ministers®™ moving
to Battle Creek was presented in the following modified form:--

WHEREAS, It is in the highest degree important that our churches should
enjoy the labor and watchcare of our ministers, and

WHEREAS, The wants of the church in Battle Creek in that direction can be
provided for by those ministers who are connected with the institutions which
have been planted in that place; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend those of our brethren who are actively engaged
in the work of the ministry to find homes in the vicinity of churches which
have need of their labor and oversight, unless their connection with the
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cause shall, in the judgment of the General Conference Committee, render it
desirable that they should reside in Battle Creek. Adopted.

WHEREAS, The labors and responsibilities of the president of the General
Conference are, from the necessity of the case, very great, and wearing in
their character; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we express it as the sense of this body that the person
occupying that position should not be encumbered by his brethren with the
additional cares and duties which attend the presidency of state conferences,
or other offices which are merely local iIn their character. Adopted.

Adjourned to 2 p.m.

SEVENTH MEETING

Met as per adjournment. Prayer by D. M. Canright. Minutes read and
approved.

The report of the committee on destitute fields being called for, they
presented a partial report, recommending that Elder C. L. Boyd of Nebraska
labor in Oregon, and that Elder Samuel Fulton of Minnesota labor in Tennessee.

This report was adopted.

MOVED, That the 1000 copies of the Signs now sent to England be continued.

After some discussion, and a request from Brother Loughborough that action
be deferred till he had opportunity to lay the situation more fully before the
Conference, the motion was laid on the table.

MOVED, That the question of renewing the credentials of laborers in the
South, and granting licenses to new applicants, be referred to the General
Conference Committee, with instructions to confer with those who are acquainted
with that field. Carried.

Brother Loughborough was requested by vote to make a full statement of the
condition and prospects of the English Mission, Sabbath, December 10, at 10:30
a.m. [With this request he complied, as noticed in general remarks on "The
Conference™ in last week®"s Review.--Secretary.]

The Committee on Nominations reported as follows:--
For president, George I. Butler; secretary, A. B. Oyen; treasurer,

M. J. Chapman; Executive Committee, George I. Butler, S. N. Haskell, U. Smith.
These persons were thereupon elected to the offices named.
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The committee on census blanks reported that they had prepared blanks, and
that they were ready for use.

Adjourned to call of chair.

EIGHTH MEETING, DECEMBER 9, 1881, 2 P.M.
Prayer by Elder A. Stone.

The following preamble and resolution were introduced, discussed, and
adopted:--

WHEREAS, Many calls for ministerial labor among our churches come in from
every part of the field; and--

WHEREAS, In the past our method of labor has failed to meet the wants of
many churches, on account of the unsystematic bestowal of said labor;
therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend that all our conferences so distribute the
labor in their respective states as to give each ordained minister, at least,
a certain portion of territory to which his labors may be confined for a
stated period, with instructions to labor for the spiritual advancement of
each church and company in his respective territory, and thus hold together
and build up the work already started with so much expense and labor, before
entering new fields.

MOVED, That it be considered the rule that state conferences pay their
tithe to the General Conference quarterly. Carried.

MOVED, That the constitution of the General Conference, as revised by the
committee appointed In 1875, be printed. Carried.

MOVED, That the chair appoint a committee of three to examine the form of
constitution for State Conferences, with a view to suggesting such revision
as may be necessary to adapt it to present wants, and to report at this session
1T possible. Carried.

Brethren W. H. Littlejohn, J. N. Loughborough, and U. Smith were appointed
as said committee.

The Conference then listened to an interesting report from Brother
Loughborough concerning his visit to Bale, Switzerland, after which they
adjourned to the call of the chair. S. N. Haskell, Pres. pro tem.

U. Smith, Secretary.
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NINTH MEETING, DECEMBER 12, 1881, 10 A.M.
The meeting opened with prayer by Elder J. N. Loughborough. It was

MOVED, That the date of the adjournment of this Conference be Monday
noon, December 19. Carried.

The Committee on Resolutions presented the following:--

RESOLVED, That the General Conference Committee act as trustees for all
funds which have been heretofore, or may hereafter be, raised for any
missionary or other enterprise, In all cases where no other person or persons
have been specified to act as trustees for the same.

This was spoken to by W. C. White and Elder J. N. Loughborough, and
adopted.

RESOLVED, That we heartily approve the steps heretofore taken for the
creation of a fund for the treatment of the worthy poor at the Sanitarium, and
that in our judgment it is desirable that such a fund should be continued, and
that our brethren should sustain the same by their liberalities. Carried.

WHEREAS, Our publishing house and our Sanitarium are somewhat burdened by
the debts which rest upon them, and--

WHEREAS, The lack of means in other branches of the work renders it
impossible to meet the many urgent calls for light and help which are coming
to us constantly from nearly every portion of the civilized world; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recognize in this state of things the unmistakable voice
of God calling upon those who love his cause to contribute liberally of their
substance to relieve the same from the present indebtedness and to furnish the
necessary means for more extended missionary effort.

This was discussed by J. N. Loughborough, J. O. Corliss, W. C. White, S. H.
Lane, L. McCoy, and A. O. Burrill, and adopted.

WHEREAS, 1t frequently occurs that the design of those who make bequests
to our institutions, is defeated, either in whole or in part, by the contesting
of their wills; therefore--

RESOLVED, That the only safe course to be pursued is that of donating,
during one"s life time, those amounts which he wishes to contribute to the
cause of God.
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This was spoken to by W. C. White, A. S. Hutchins, B. L. Whitney, H. W.
Kellogg, S. H. Lane, and W. H. Littlejohn, and adopted.

The chair being empowered to appoint a committee of two to act with himself
in taking into consideration the matter of loans and wills, the following
were appointed: U. Smith and G. 1. Butler.

WHEREAS, It iIs very important that the present indebtedness of our College
should be liquidated as quickly as possible; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend all our ministers to make special efforts to
raise, by donations, the sum of $10,000 for that purpose, and to forward the
same to the Review and Herald Office.

This was amended to read, "By donations and sale of stock,'™ and adopted.

WHEREAS, It i1s, according to the light which God has given us, very
necessary that men, qualified by experience and education to engage in the
work of colporters, should be employed in large numbers in various parts of the
field; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we call the attention of the tract societies, and of our
brethren everywhere, to this subject, and that we exhort them to take steps
immediately in the direction of carrying out the duty enjoined.

This resolution, after being spoken to by Elder Loughborough, W. C. White,
and S. N. Haskell, was approved.

Adjourned to call of chair.

TENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 12, 1881, 2 P.M.

Prayer by Elder Boyd. Minutes of the last meeting read and approved.
The following resolutions were then acted upon:--

WHEREAS, It has become evident that it is difficult for canvassers to
dispose of our publications in sufficient numbers to secure a livelihood while
thus employed, unless the publications which they handle shall be prepared in a
more presentable form than that which characterizes our cheaper works; and--

WHEREAS, An edition of the volume entitled, Thoughts on the Books of
Daniel and Revelation has been prepared in such a way as to render It quite
attractive, iIn order to adapt it to the wants of those who wish to engage in
the work of canvassing; therefore--

RESOLVED, That in our judgment proper persons should immediately be
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employed in the different parts of the field in the work of canvassing for this
publication, and others which are in process of preparation.

This was spoken to by S. N. Haskell, C. L. Boyd, and G. G. Rupert, and
adopted.

WHEREAS, The Scandinavian population of our country is already large, and
i1s steadily increasing by a large immigration from Europe, and--

WHEREAS, Our Scandinavian churches have regularly and liberally
contributed for the support of the cause, they, nevertheless, during the past
two or three years, in some states, receiving little or no ministerial labor;
therefore--

RESOLVED, That we earnestly recommend that all our Scandinavian ministers
and licentiates in the different conferences devote themselves to their own
nationality, laboring to strengthen and upbuild the already existing churches,
introducing the Scandinavian publications, and extending the circulation of
the periodicals in that language, especially Advent Tidende and Advent
Harolden, and entering new fields as fast as consistent.

This was discussed by O. A. Olsen, W. C. White, R. M. Kilgore, A. J.
Cudney, J. N. Loughborough, H. C. Nicola, and A. C. Bourdeau, and adopted.

WHEREAS, The experience of the past in various localities has demonstrated
the great utility of missionary labor, especially the judicious circulation of
the Signs of the Times, in preparing fields of labor for the living preacher;
therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend to our conferences where consistent, to adopt
this plan of missionary work, and that we recommend for use in this work the
special edition of the Signs prepared for this purpose. Adopted.

RESOLVED, That in our judgment, it iIs very important that ministers
holding meetings in country places, should personally visit every family
residing in the vicinity of the place where the meetings are held, except iIn
those cases where there may be good reasons why this course should not be
pursued.

This was unanimously adopted.

The Committee on Destitute Fields reported as follows:--

"Your Committee appointed to consider the question of providing labor for
Destitute Fields having carefully considered the matters referred to them,

respectfully present the following further report:--
"We recommend that Elder E. W. Farnsworth, of lowa, labor in Nevada; Elder
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A. 0. Johnson, of Wisconsin, among the Scandinavians iIn Nebraska in connection
with Brother Clausen; Elder E. W. Whitney, of New York, in Texas; and Edward
Olsen, among the Scandinavians in lowa. We also recommend that Elder S. N.
Haskell visit the Eastern Southern field at his earliest convenience; that the
work iIn Arkansas be placed under the watchcare of the Kansas Conference, and
that the appeal for labor from Vermont and Missouri be referred to the General
Conference Committee. And we further recommend that the question of selection
of laborers for the English Mission be referred to a committee composed of the
General Conference Committee and Elders J. N. Loughborough and J. N. Andrews.

All of which is respectfully submitted. B. L. Whitney,
U. Smith,
W. C. White,

R. M. Kilgore,
J. 0. Corliss,
Committee."

After some discussion by several present, on the different items of this
report, the meeting adjourned to the call of the chair.

ELEVENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 14, 1881, 7:30 P.M.

Elder W. H. Littlejohn offered prayer. Reading of minutes waived. The
report of the Committee on Destitute Fields was again taken up, and Vermont~"s
appeal for help, with the matter of placing the work in Arkansas under the
watchcare of the Kansas Conference, was referred back to the committee. On
motion, the chair appointed U. Smith, D. A. Robinson, and M. L. Huntley as a
committee to consider the matter of putting iIn convenient form the reports of
the proceedings of the several organizations which have held meetings in
connection with this General Conference session.

Adjourned to call of chair.

TWELFTH MEETING, DECEMBER 16, 1881, 10 A.M.

Prayer was offered by Elder A. S. Hutchins. The minutes of the last
meeting were read, and after slight corrections, were approved.

The Committee on Destitute fields again presented the Arkansas question,
recommending that the work there be placed under the watchcare of the Kansas
Conference, the General Conference furnishing publications to that new field to
the amount of $100, and a tent, should it be deemed advisable that one be used
in that field the coming season. This was spoken to by Elders Sharp, Lane,
Corliss, Burrill, Boyd, Whitney, and Cook, when 1t was moved to amend so as to
read, "'Whenever it shall be deemed necessary.”™ The amendment was lost, and
the original motion was adopted. The committee then presented the following
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resolutions:--

RESOLVED, That we hereby express our sympathy for those laboring in the
European missions, and that we acknowledge with gratitude the opening
providence of God before the work in these countries.

WHEREAS, Different points in Great Britain furnish extensive fields for
ministerial labor and for ship missionary work, and

WHEREAS, Those laboring in their field are so few that the removal of any
one to other fields of labor would cripple the mission; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend the General Conference Committee, with the
assistance of Elder Loughborough, to procure such assistance as is needed iIn
both of these fields of labor, that they may be gaining an experience with
those now working in the mission.

WHEREAS, The nature of the work connected with our European missions, and
the difficulties and wants of those who are laboring therein are but partially
understood by our people In this country, which has prevented their giving all
that assistance to those missions which the circumstances demanded, and

WHEREAS, No one would be qualified to set before the brethren in various
states the necessities of that branch of the work, unless he had visited those
countries and learned the peculiarities of the situation by personal
observation; and our missionaries cannot remain away from their work to set
these matters before our people generally; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we recommend Elder Haskell to visit those missions at his
earliest convenience, for the purpose of acquainting himself with the
situation, that he may aid and encourage the missionaries there, and be able to
set forth
more fully to our people in this country their duty in relation to them.

The first of these was spoken to by Elders Loughborough, Whitney, Corliss,
Bourdeau, and Haskell, and adopted.

An interesting letter was read from Elder J. G. Matteson, of Norway,
concerning the work there.

Adjourned to call of chair.

THIRTEENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 16, 1881, 2:30 P.M.

Prayer by D. A. Robinson. The second and third resolutions of the previous
meeting were spoken to at considerable length by several of the brethren and
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adopted.

Adjourned to call of chair.

FOURTEENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 17, 1881, 5 P.M.

Elder M. B. Miller offered prayer. Minutes of the last meeting read and
approved. The Committee on Resolutions then presented the following, which
were adopted, Numbers 1 and 3 by a rising vote of nearly all present.

WHEREAS, The Holy Spirit has emphatically condemned the adorning of the
person with ""gold or pearls, or costly array”™ (1 Tim. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:3);
therefore--

RESOLVED, 1. That we re-iterate the former exhortations of this body to
plainness of dress on the part of our people, and that we express It as our
solemn conviction that no person can disregard the positive injunctions of
Scripture upon this point, without exposing himself or herself to the frown of
Heaven.

RESOLVED, 2. That we commend to the careful and prayerful attention of our
people the remarks which are made upon this subject in Testimony No. 30, pp.
151-178.

RESOLVED, That we express it as the judgment of this body that attendance
upon circuses, theaters, trotting matches, humorous lectures, and
entertainments of like character cannot be reconciled with the plain teachings
of the word of
God, and the faith which we as a people hold respecting the near coming of
Christ, and the session of the Judgment.

WHEREAS, Elder George 1. Butler, though in feeble health, has been elected
president of the Publishing Association, and re-elected by us to the position
of president of the General Conference; therefore--

RESOLVED, That we owe it to him and to the cause which we represent to
make his case the subject of earnest prayer, to the end that God may impart to
him
strength and wisdom sufficient to enable him to bear up under the arduous
labors, and to meet the weighty responsibilities, which will devolve upon him
for the year to come.

WHEREAS, There are brethren and sisters in different churches who do not
for weeks attend religious meetings, and allow quarter after quarter to pass
without being present at the ordinances; therefore--
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RESOLVED, That the chair be empowered to appoint a committee of two to
write an article to be published In the Review, setting forth the wrong of
such course of action.

Elders W. H. Littlejohn and U. Smith were appointed said committee.

A motion was made by Elder A. O. Burrill to amend the Constitution of the
General conference iIn reference to the Auditing Committee, by substituting
for the words "two laymen,™ "six delegates who have not been in the employ of
the General Conference the preceding year."

Adjourned to call of chair.

FIFTEENTH MEETING, DECEMBER 18, 1881, 5 P.M.

The meeting was opened with prayer by Elder A. S. Hutchins. The question
of amending the Constitution was again considered, and discussed by A. O.
Burrill, J. N. Loughborough, J. O. Corliss, R. F. Andrews, A. C. Bourdeau,
W. C. White, and B. L. Whitney, when 1t was moved to amend by appointing a
committee of three, of whom the president of the General Conference shall be
one, the other two to be appointed by him, this committee to report at the
next annual session. This amendment was adopted.

The Committee on Destitute Fields made further report, verbally,
recommending that the province of Ontario, now connected with the Michigan
Conference, be united to the Quebec Conference, under the name of the
Conference of Canada, and th