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o What was the Practiee of Chiristians after ihe Apostles ?
What day of the week was observed by the :\I)OSHPS and ‘\I: With o consistent ‘(,‘h.riﬁnan.‘tho testimony and practice of
* Primitive (hristians 5 i;\\:hut are (::\Ucd. f&ho‘ ( ,hn:\'tmn Tathers, have not authority suffi-
DRI {'eient to direct him either in devotion or in duty, when their testi-
The practice of the Apostles and carly Christians is justly ad-'imony is not supperted by the Seriptures. It has, however, been
mitted to have an influence in determining how we should un-jigenerally alledged, by the advocates of the first day of the week,
derstand and discharge our religions duties,  For this reason,! that the united testimony of the earliest Christian writers prove
the strongest efforts are made to show that they regarded the that they observed this day as the Christian Sabbath, to the ex-
first day of the week as the Sabbath,  But the Seriptures afford) clusion of the seventh day'. This is the more frequently admit-

nnevidence of this.  On the contrary, theve is the fullest proof'ited, on account of so few possessing the means of investigating
that they religiously observed the seventh day-—~—the only day!

nthe subject for themselves, and frem the confidence had in the

which is called Subbath in the New Testament.  [n confirma-integrity of those who have asserted it.  But, for the honor of
tion of this statement, we notice the distinction that is constantly!|Christianity, it is to be hoped that this declaration is made mare
made in the writings of the Apostles between the Sabbath andiifor want of information and consideration than from a thorough
the first day of the week,  The seventh day is uniformly calledf?know]edqo and recollection of what the Fathers have written on
the Sahbath, and the first day is mentioned only as such.  Hadl'the subject.  To aid the reader in forming or correcting his opin.
the writers of the New Testament adopted any other day for thepion on this subject agrecably to facts, we briefly notice the
Rahbatl than the one-zonmmonly called hy that name, their man-%igmunds on which the advacates of the first day have erred, in
ney of speaking of these days s hoth mysterious and deceptive,iistating that those early Christians kept this day as the Sabbath.
as it is direetly caleulated to mislead us respecting a religious!! As vital piety declined in the chureh, after the days of the Apos.
duty.  No person who regards the first day for the Christian|jtles, outward eercmonies and unseriptural observances were
Sabbath, will apply this name to the seventh day; neither willjimade to supply its place ; and under a pretence of doing honor
one observing the seventh day, style the first day of the weckiito Christ, the Virgin Mary, the Aposties and Martyrs, a multi.
the Sabbath.  The reason is obvious.  Such a eourse would belitude of days were eventually introduced to religions notice, and
contravy to his understanding of truth, and it would lead othersi urged upon the Christians by their teachers.  Among others
to wisunderstand lis sentiments.  For this reason the Apostles!|were Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, &c.—
would not do it | 'The first day of the week, or Sunday, on which it was sup-
[n addition to this custom of culling the seventh day the Sab-liposed Christ rose from the dead, was urged upon them as a fes-
hath, we find it was the custom uf those carly Christians to as-jjtival in honor of the resurrcetion, and as such only it appears to
semble for divine worship on the Sabbath day. The manner injihave been used for a long time; and it appears not to have
which the Sabbath and the first day following our Lord’s crci-|iheen originally intended to supercede the religious regard uni-

fixion were observed, sufficiently proves what the sentiinents and:
practice of the disciples were at that time. It is said of them,
that * they rested the Sabbath day accerding to the command-
ment,” and on the first day they * traveled and went into the
country.”” In the 13th ebhapter of Aects, we are told that Paul
and his company went to a place of worship it Antioch on the

Iversally paid by Christians fo the weckly Sabbath. Agrceably
lto this view of the subject, the learned Morer, though an advo-
icate for the first day, states that in St. Jerome’s titne, who was
'born as late as A. D. b44, the Christians, after divine worship
lon the Lord’s day, followed their daily employment; and St
{Jerome ropresents Paula, u devout lady, with the virgins and

Sahbath day ; and we have a sketeh of the sermon preached byg;widows attending her, after coming home from worship on the
Paul on that oceasion. By the request of his Gentile hearers,he!iLord’s day, as sitting down to their daily tasks, which consisted
preached the next Sabbath, when nearly the whole city came tollin making garmenis for themselves and others.  Chrysostom,
hear him. In Philippi, Panl and his conipuny, on the Sabbath,| Gregory, Augustine, and Jerome, not only connived at but re-
resorted to the river side where prayer was wont to be made.—|'commended and enjoined this labor upon the Lord’s day, from

At this time Lydia was converted and baptized. In the 18th!
chapter of Acts, it is said of Paul, who was associated with cer
tain disciples in Corinth, that “ he reasoned in the synagogues!
every Sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and Greeks ;” and this!
practice he continued in their city a year and a half. At Ephe-|
sus, Paul went into the synagogue and reasoncd with the Jews,,
which is also admitted to have been on the Sabbath day. In;
Thessalonica, there was a synagoguc of the Jews, and Paul, as|
his manncr was, went In unto them, and three Sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the Seriptures; Aects xvii, 2.—These
quotations arc sufficient to show that the Apostles and primitive
Christians observed the ancient Sabbath. In Acts xxviii, 17,
Paul, in reply to the slanderous reports of his enemics, declares
that he had committed nothing against the customs of the fathers.
Now, was it the custom of the fathers to keep the seventh day
for the Sabbath?  And was it contrary to their custom to keep
the first day ? If so, then Paul kept the seventh day of the
week, and not the first, for the Sabbath. In this thing there

the consideration that only a small part of the day was occupied
in divine worship. The following.authorities will shed more
light on the subject.

Athanasius, A. D. 340, snys—* We assemble on Saturday,

not that we arc infected with Judaism, but only to worship Christ
the Lord of the Sabbath.
Socrates, an ecclesiastical historian, A. D. 412, says, ¢ Touch-
ing the communion therc are sundry observations and customs,
for almost all the churches throughout the whole world do cele-
brate and receive the holy mysteries every Sabbath; yet the
Egyptians adjoining Alexandria, together with the inhabitants-of
Thebes, of a tradition, do celebrate the communion on Sunday.”
« When the festival meeting throughout every week was come,
I mean the Saturday and the Sunday upon which the Christians
are wont to meet solemnly in the church,” &e.

Eusebius, A. D. 325, as quoted by Dr. Chambers, states that
in his time * the Sabbath was observed no lcss than Sunday.”

Gregory expostulates thus—¢ With what eyes can you behold

was a perfeet agreement among all the Christians of the apos-
tolic churches,
them, and render them despicable in the eves of their nation.

The Jews, who were ever ready to accuse!

the Lord’s day, when you despise the Sabl?athP Do you not
| perceive that they ave sisters, and that in sighting one vau affront
the other?™
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Sozomen says—* Most of the churches carefully observed the;
8abbath,” )

Grotius, whose learning and candor eminently quhlified hipt
for a witness in this case, observes—¢ The Chnstians kept the
holy Sabbath, and had their assembli¢s én that day, in which
the law was read to them, which custom remained to the time
of the council of Laodicea, about A. I). 855, who then thought
meet that the gospel should also be read on that day. These
things considered, refute those who pretend that the first day of
the week, or Lord’s day, is substituted in the roony of the Sab.
bath.”

M. de la Rogue, a French Protestant—¢ It cvidently appears,
that before any change was introduced, the church religiously
observed the Sabbath for many ages; we of consequence are
obliged to keep it.”?

The authors herc quoted wré resorted to by our opponents,
whenevey they have octasion for their testimony, and we have
never heard their veracity questioned. From their statements
it is very evident, that the introduction of the first day of the
week to religious notice was the effect of superstition; that it
was at first but partially observed, and that by but few as a fes-
tival ; afterwards by more ; and finally by the greater part of
professing Christians, who still observed tie seventn day as the
Sabbath. It was by ecclesiastical councils and imperial decrees,
that it finally superseded the Sabbath as a national and church
hely day in most Christian countries,—Sab. Vindicator.

THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH , .

Those who observe the Sabbath of the Bible, may plead uk their
foundation, a divine institution, ** GoOD BLESSED THE SEVENTH
DAY AND SANCTIFIED IT.”’ In this consists the Sabbatic mstitu-
tion itself. As God has never taken this blessing from the sev-
enth day, the original institution still exists, As God has never
sanctified another day of the week, much less enjoined another
day as a weekly Sabbath, it is the only Sabbatfic institution,

Jetiovah was the first who rested ont the seventh day. His exam-
ple was followed by the Son of God, and by the church universal
so far as the record of inspiration extends. How absurd to be-
lieve that the Great Creator observed a ‘¢ carnal ordinance »!

As the seventh day was here sactified by God, its observance
1s henceforward a moral duty. But like the other preeepts of|
the Decalogue, it was not at first expressly enjoined in the writ-
terr word.

When God enjoined the Sabbath on Israel, [Ex: xvi,] he
pointed out the true seventh day, by a threefold weekly miracle,
which continued for the space of forty yeurs. Thenceforward
the history of the Sabbath is given in the records of inspiration,
so that a knowledge of the trué seventh day has been preserved
to the church.

. When thé'law was given by the voice of the Almighty, we
find the obsétvance of the Sabbath enforced by the fourth comi:
mndment. The resson for its observance, as wéll as'the date
of its sanctificationyis also clearly given.

The Lord made heaven and earth in six days and rested the
seventh, *“ wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hal-
lowed it.”” The Sabbath then is a standing memorial of God’s
&t of creation. By its observance men would have kept in
memory the knowledge of the true God.

We have now considered three important points in the history
of the Sabbath; first, its institution, [Gen. ii,] second, the fact
that the true seventh day was pointed out to Israel, [Ex. xvi;
Neh. ix,] and third, the grand law of the Sabbath, [Ex. xx.]

As we proceed in this examination, we notice three differem
sabbaths. First, the Sabbath. of the Lord—the 'seventh day,
[See Ex. xx,] second,the sabbaths of the Jews, the first and
eighth day of their feasts, &c., [Lev. xxiii,] and third, the sab-
bath of theland, the seventh years. [Lev. xxv.]

As the Sabbath of the Lord had a real exitence before % the
law of commandiments contained itr ordirances ** was appended,
therefore, when that law was nailed to the cross, the Sabbath
remained in_full force. Not so with the sabbaths of the Jews;
and the sabbath of the land, That law gave themt their only
force ; and when that ceased they were abolished, )

The most precious blessings are promised to those who keep
yod’s Sabbath. See Isa. lvi and lvin. And it 1s worthy of note,
that this propheey pettains to a period when God’s salvation is
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Mark the distinction between God’s Sabbath, and those of the
Jews, as presented in the prophets. Of the perpetdity of the
sty let us judge aftér reading Isa, Ixvi, where we are informed
of its existence in the new carth. But God assures us by the
frophet, that the latter shall *“ cénse.” See Hosea i1, 11, The
fulfillment of this prophe¢y may be read in Col. i, Please
compare Isa. Ivi. 4, Ex. xx, 10, with Hosea ii, and Lev. xxii,
and note the langunge, “my sabbaths,” and * hér sabbaths.”

Though the scriptures nowhere teach or authorize a change
of the Sabbath, yet they contain an accurate prophecy of the
power that should do this thing. Let the reader compare Pdn.
vii, with the history of the Papal Church, and note its-acts of
changing ¢ times and laws.”

We have seen the grand law of the Sabbath embodied in the
Decalogus. We come now to the Néw Festament. That ot
Lord did not destroy that law, or lessen our obligation to obey it,
hd cléarly teaches in. Matt. v, 17—19. And we may with
the utmost safety affirm’ ¢ that the apostles did not disturb,
what their Lord left untouched.” Sec Rom. iii. 31 ; James ii.
We say, therefore, that the New Testament teaches the perpetui~
ty of God’s law, and FOR THAT REASGN DOES NOT RE-ENACT IT.
Brevity forbids a more lengthy notice of this important point,

Our Lord came to * magnify the law and make it honorable »
He kept his Father’s commandments ; but he brushed aside the
traditions of men by which they were made void. ¢ The Sab.
bath,” says he, ¢ was made for man, and not man for the Sab-
bath.” By which he rebuked the pharisaic observanee 6f the

Sabbath on one hand ; and the views of those on the othér who

teach that the Lord’s Sabbath is one 6f the things against us,
which were taken out of the way at Christ’s death. [Col. ii.]

The fact that those who had been with Jesus during his min.
istry ¢ rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment,”
after his crucifixion, and resumed labor on the first day of thé
week, shows clearly that they knew nothing of its change from
the seventh to the first day,

The fact that God has never sanctified the first day of the
‘veek, shows plainly that it is not sacred time—is not a divinély
instituted Sabbath.

The fact that he has never required us to rest on that day,
shows that its observance in the place of the Sabbath, is a clear
instance of making void the commandments of God to keep theé
traditions of men.

That sanctified time exists in the gospeél dispensation, or in
other words, that theré is a day which belongs to God, is clear
from Rev. i, 10. That ¢ the Lord’s day,” is the Sabbath day,
is plain from Isa. lviii, 13.

As the SABBATH WAS MADE FOR MAN, we find it under all dis-
pensations, and in évery part of thé Bible. 'Those, therefore,
who_profane the Sabbath, sin against God and wound their own
sotils. J. N. ANDREWS.

Paris, Nov. 15. 1850.

For the Review awid Herald:
NEW TESTAMENT TESTIMONY.
THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD CLEARLY TAUGHT AND ENFORCED IN THE
New TrSTAMENT, BY JESUS AND mS APOSTLES,

Those who profess to keep all the commandments of the Lord our
God, are frequently told by their opponents that' the commandments of
God, the ten whic¢h lie wrote on tables of' stone, aré ndt’ taught and enr
forced in the New Testament; hence we Gentiles, tndet the Gospel,
are not bound to keep them. They admit their binding nature in td&
Old Testament, but say they were all abolished at the crucifixion of
Jesus. . On this peint, titéi; fet us'test'the subject, First, by the testi-
mony of our blessed Lord, and second, by the testitiithy of thrée inapir-
ed apostles.

I. Tue tEsTIMONY OF JEsus. The young maw ¢ame abd said
unto him, Good Mhster, what gotd thing shall I do'tHat 1 may have
eternal life 7’ Jesus answered—** If thou wilt entef into sife, keep the
commaitdinents.”” Matt. xix, 16, I7,

Agaitt; © Then one of them which was a lawyer, asked him a ques-
tion, tefripting him, l%nd saying, Master, which is the great comn
ment in the law? [Here we see that comitiandments and liw are’ syiton-
ymons) Jesus said unto him, Thow shalt love the Lord thy God wiltk
all thy heart; gitl with all thy soul, and' with all thy mind. This isthe
fitdt and great commandment. And the second is like wnte i¥, Theou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. ©On these two estarmandments hang
all the law avd the prophéfs.”” Matt. xxii, 35—40.

Once more. ** And behold, a certain lawyer stood op, and temptgd
him, saying, Mastet, what shall-I do to inherit eternal life? He seid

near to be revealed. The blessing 1s promised to * the son of
the strnger.” (the Gentile) as well as to Israel.

unto him, what is written in the law? hew readest thou? And he an-

iswering said, Thou shalt leve the Lord thy God with ait thy heart, and
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with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind, and
thy neighbor as thyself. And he said unto him, Thau hast answered
tight, this do, and thou shalt live.” Luke x, 25—28.

Here we see that Jesus gives the essence of God’s law thas ;—¢ On
these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”” The
first four on the first table, embrace one duty to God ; the other six on
the second table, our duty to our neighbor. The two tables fold to-
gether like a book, Oun one table the essence is, love God; on the
other, love your neighhor. Jesus shows that al} the law, (God’s law—
his ten commandments,) and all the prophets, hang on these. Remem-
ber, Jesus and the lawyer both answer the question, ** What is written
in the law ;’—clearly referving to all the written commandments of
God, of which the law of Moses had nothing to do. The new com-
wandment, which Jesus gave the Church, is not included herve ; for that
was not given until afier his last supper. John xiii, 34. Love God
and love your neighbor, also bear up all the prephets. Neow if the com-
mandments of God were abolished m a few days afier Jesus replied to
the lawyer, even at hig crucifixion, then the prophets were abolished
also. This would embrace the whole of the Old Testament, and we
should be left without a Bible, and also without a rule to prove that
there has been a sinner on earth, since Jesus was crucified : for ¢ Sin is
the transgression of the law.”” 1 John iii, 4. ‘‘ For where nolaw is,
there is no transgression.” Rom. iv. 15. ¢ For without the law sin
was dead.” Chap. vii, 8. We cannot see how it is possible for honest
iminds to admit these three texts, and still say they believe that the com-
wandments of GGod were abolished 1819 years ago.

We learn from the reply of Jesus to the lawyer, that the command-
ments are the foundation, yea, the constitution of the Bible, in 2 much
clearer sense than the constitution of the United States is the foundation
for the Lhirty States of North America. Destroy this, and the thirty
States are dissolved at once. Hence, the standing law requiring every
President elect to be sworn by God’s law that he will not violate the
constitution of his country. Shall we be so blind as to believe that our
law can be just, and valil, if our rulers ave sworn by the law of God,
and yet, that law been aholished 1819 years?

Respecting the guestions of the young man, and the lawyer, Jesus
‘told them, that the way to enter into eternal life, was by keeping the
commandments. How shall we ever find the way there, if there are
none? Did our blessed Lord die to save men, and then point out sach
@ path to walk in? No,no. He gave us the whole law of God to
aide us into eternal life, and man cannot find any other way.

But we will coms to the test—the sermon of Jesus on the mount.—
After saying many things, all in their place for us, he says, ‘* Think
mot that 1 am come to destroy the law or the prophets; 1 am not come
%o destroy, but to fulfill. For werily, I say unto you, til} heaven and
earth pass, one joi or ome tittle shall in no wise pass from the law,
tilt all be fulfilled.”” Matt. v, 17,18. Here is language stronger than
the pillars of heaven, that one jot of God’s law cannot be abolished
while heaven and earth remain. Our opponets try to get round this by
ssaying that Jesus fulfilled all the law, and that abolished it. “With such
a rule as this to guide us, all the law we kept or fulfilled yesterday
would not be binding on us to-day : therefore our rulers wounld bave to
he continually emptoyed abolishing the law of yesterday, and enacting
new ones for to-day. Blessed he God, we have a more perfect rule, in
the New Testament.—See (ral. v, 14; James ii, 8; Rom., xiii, 8—10.
Loving one another is the fulfilling of the law to our neighbor; and
comprises six holy principles, ealled by Jesus the second commandment.
Loving God with all our soul and mind, comggrises the first four holy
principles, making the ten complete. When Jesus says, “‘not ene jot
shall pass away,”” he means the whole ; our duty to God, and our duty
%0 our neighbor. When men can prove that “ heaven and earth’’ have
passed away, then it will be time to look for one jot of God’s law to
fail, and not before. flow sirange it is to say, that God’s law has fail-
ed, or is abolished, and yet our rulers cannot keep the people in subjee-
‘fion without enforcing it. Is it not a plain contradiction in terms, to
say, that God’s law is still in force, and ut the same time insist that the
letter or precept was abolished 1819 years ago? Jesus kept his Father’s
commandments up to the last day of his mission on earth ; {John xv, 10,]
and his disciples nine hours after the crucifixion, were keeping the
fourth commandment, aecording to its letter or precept. Luke xxiii,
56. Here again is clear proof that they were not abolished when Jesus
was crucified.

Let us now rveturn to Matt. v, 19.—Jesus continaes his subject of the
law, and says, * Whosvever, therefore, shall violate, or teach others to
violate, were it the least of these commandments, shall be in no esteem
in the veign of hcaven; but whosoever shall practice or teach them,
shall be highly esteemed in the reign of heaven.”” [Campbell’s trans.]
The reign of heaven is yét in the future; and the word whosoever.r-
cludes all, both Jew and Gentile. How clear it is, in this verse, that
Jesus did not teach the abolition of his Father's law at his ¢rucifixion ;
but enforced it on the whole human family, up to the reign of heaven.

The test, for keeping themn to obtain eternal life, is fovud in this verse
also. For he says. ©“ Whosoever shall viotate, or teach others to vio-
late,” &e., ““shall be in no esteem in the reign of heaven.”” But all
such as ¢ practice and teach them, shall be highly esteeined in the reign
of heaven.”  We cannot'be made ¢ kings and priests unto-God,”” unlese
we are csteemed ; thercfore, all such as knowingly violate God's com~
mandments, will not reign in heaven. Praise the Lord! We have
determined to obey, and claim this blessad promise.
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But we are told that these are not God's commandments; but the
New Testament commandments. We do not find any sach name for a
law, that takes the place of God's law. Let us attend to the sermon of
Jesus. He will make it all plain. ‘¢ Ye have heard that it was said of
them of old time, Thou shalt wot kill.”>—Verse 21. ¢ Ye have heard
that it was said, Thou shalt net commit adultery.”—Verse 27. ¢ ‘Thon
shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain,” is taken up in
verses 33, 34.  Here Jesus quotes the sixth and seventh commandinents,
on the second table, and the third oa the first table-of stone.

Here is plain proof that his whole argument, from the 17th to the 35th

verse, was on the ten commandments, written ou “tables of stone. The
three which he queted, were sufficient to explain his subject. Now let
us look at the conclusion of his-sermon, in ohap. vii, 24—27. ¢ There-

fore, whosoever hcaveth these sayings of mine, and doeth them,
I will Jiken him unto a wise mau which built his house upon a rock.
And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and
best upen that house’; and it ‘fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.
And every one that heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a foolish man which built his house upon the sand,
&c., and it fell and-great was the fall of it.”” This of course refevs to
his , whole sermon, embracing all the commandments of God. Whe
would not rather be found on solid rock, than sliding sand, when the rain
descends, the floods come, and winds blow?

II. THE TESTIMONY OF THREE INSPIRED APOSTLES, AFTER TIE CRU-
cirixion.—Let it be well understood that all who teach that the com-
mnandments of God are abolished. and not taught inthe New Testament,
teach that their abolition dates from the crucifixion. When was the
crucifixion! We say, In the spring of A. D. 31. This then is their
starting poilit.

First, we will present the testimony of the Apostle to the Gentiles.—
Rom, vii chap. beginning with verse 6th. Here we are .told, is proof
that the law is dead. Please read this verse with the margingl reading,
aid it will appear plain that we [under the gospel] ave dead to that law,
[sacrifices and offerings] wherein we weve held [but now we are separ-
ated ‘from the law. Whiting's trans.] and not the law that is dead,
For Paul goes on to say, ** Whaut shall we say then? is the law sint
God forbid, " Nay I had not known sin, but by the law: for I bad not
known lust except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.” This is
the tenth commandment. ¢ For J was alive without the Jaw once, but
when the commandment came, siu revived and I died.”” For withont
the Jaw sin was dead. ... And the commandment which was ordained
to life, I found to be uuto death.”

Here Paul shows thut the commandment which was ordained wuto
life,-still 'had power snflicient to kill sin in him, or he would eventually
have died a sinner, and this is what 1t will do for us all, either kill sin
in us, or kill us. ¢ For sin is the transgression of the law.”” ¢ Where-
fore the LAwW 2s uoLY, and thr COMMANDMENT HOLY, and JusT and ¢ooD.
Was then ‘that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. B
sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is
good ; thatsin by the.commandment might .became excecding -sinful."”
Chap. vii, 12,3, )

How perfectly plain Paul has made this argument-in his owa experi-
ence, and the expericuce of all others, that sin is the very opposite to
the holy law of God ; and always will be, while we worship God spirit-
vally—that is, by faith.

Again. ¢ For [ delight in the law of God, after the inward man.”
Verse 22. Shall we undevstand thits of the heart? No, no. 4£lear
him. ¢ thank God, throngh Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with
the mind I myself serve the law of God.”—Verse 25. How convincing
to' all that it is with-{he mind—the intellectual powers that we.serve the
law of God, and not the heart, which is the.seat of life. The mind is
the Bible marked place for the scal, the profession. :

¢ Do we then make void the luw thrvough faith?  God forbid: yea,
we establish the law.”—Rom iii, 31. Through faith, we understand
this to mean our mede of worship under the guspel, contrasted with
Moses’ under his admisistration. Then the luc is established simply
by our believing, and keeping it.

Now let us see the date ot this letter to the Romaus and we find it
was A. D.60. Now subtract the date of the crucifixion A. D, 31,
where our oppouents tell us that the luw of God was abolished, and we
have 29 years dhisside of their date; showing witheut.feas.of . contra-
diction that the fww is Aoly, and the conunandment holy, and just, and
zood, and ordained to life ; aud spiritual, [that is, by faith, after the as-
cension of Jesus,] and that Paunl himself with his mind served, or kept
it, and delighted in i1, and says, it is estabhished by taith under tle
gospel.

Second, the testrmony of James.—=<If ye fulfill the.royal Taw, accord-
ling.tothe seripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyzelf, ye do well.
. . . For whossever:shall keep the whole law, and yet ~offend in one
point, he is guilty of all. Fer he that said, Do not commit adultery,
said also, Do et kill. Now if theu commit no adultery yet if thou kili,
thew ar become a.transgressor of the law. So speak ye, and so do, as
they £hin shxll be judged by the law of liberty.”'—Chab. ii, 8-—12.

James has heve quoted the:sixth and seventh commandments from the
law ef “Crod, 10 prove that it we wiolate one of thein, or any point in th
Jar, wee are guikty of all.  Also that we are to he judged by this roya
law i liberty. ~ WV hy is this culled a perfect law? Answer. Becaus
it e whole, unbroken, unchanged covenant in all its precepts. Wh
iegcaROVAL LAW ofliberey 1 Answer.  Because it came from t
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King eternal,and was given for all his subjects in the universe, without
bounds, or limit ; because they are to be judged by it. This therefore,
cannot be an indefinite law, called by our appouents, the law of the
New Testament ; the law of grace, &c., but one that all will have to
meat at the judgment. It is also the very apposite to the yoke of bond-
age. SeeGal. v, 1. This letter of James is dated A. D. 60 ; the same
yeat that Paul wrote his epistle to the Romans.

"Third, the testimony of John. ¢ Breshren, I wtite no new command-
ment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the begin-
ning : The old commandment is the werd which ye heard frony the be-
ginning.”’—1 John ii,7. In verse 13, and in chapter i, 1, and also in
his gospel, chapter i, 1, we further sec what he imeans, by the
beginning. Therefore we learn that he is speaking of the fourth com-
mandment, given on the seventh day of the creation. We know that
objections are raised here; but we think it will be a difficult point, to
prove that any other of the ten words were given, but the Sabbath com-
mandment in the beginning of the creation.

John makes 2 clear distinction between this old onc from the begin-
ning, and the new ane from the beginning of the gospel. ‘* Again a new
commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you
.« . . He that loveth his brother abideth in the light,”? &c., verses 8
—11. We know that this new comiandment came from Jesus to the
Church.—See John xiii, 34, 35. But the old vne, from the beginhing,
from the Father, was given to whosoever would receive it.

¢ By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and keep his commandments. For this is the love of God that we
keep his commandments : and his commandments are not grievouns,”’—
Chapter v, 2. 3, ¢ He that saith, I know him, and keepeth nat his
commandments is a LiaR, and the TRUTH is not in him.''—Chapter ii, 4.
This testimony is dated A. D, 90. 'x

Now in view of all the testimony on this subjoct, how should we inr-|
agine this case would be decided hefore the Supreme Judicial Court of|
the most enlightened nation on the earth.

ORDER OF THE JUDGMENT.

1. The Judge. 2. Twelve impartial Furymen. 3. Ou onc side, the
opponents who teach that the eommandments of God were abolished,
when Jesus was nailed to the cross, [A. 1. 31,] and that they are not
taught in the New Testament, therefore, should not be regarded. 4.
On the other side, stands Jesus, who is soon to bz the Judge of the liv-
ing and the dead. Behind him ave his three inspired apostles, all testi-
fying on the opposite side of this question. 5. Advosites on both sides.

_ The arguments on both sides are before the court. The Judge now!
rises, and gives his charge to the Jury like the following.—Gentiemen|
of the Jary, an impartial and righteous verdict in this cese is of the|
most momentouns importance. You will, therefore, be very careful to
weigh the testimony on both sides. You perceive that there are but
four witnessss on one side, and a host on the other T charge you there-
fore, to scan well their professed religious characters, their sacrifice, and
their zeal and sufferings for these great truths.  Keep yonr minds strict-
Iy to the law and their testimiony, and render your verdict accordingly.

The testimony of the opponents to the commandments of God being

binding since Jesns was nailed to the cross, has appeared in their wri-
tings and oral teachings. Their main arguments are drawn from five
of the Apostle Paul’s letters, viz: Col. ii, 14—17; Gal. chaps. iii and
v ; Heb. chaps. viii and x; 2 Cor. iii, 7—18; Rom. chaps. vi, xiij,
and xiv; and from James ii, 8—12.

They say further, that Jesus did not teach them in the New Testa-
ment, and that they were not binding after his crucifixion.

Tbe first point they offer, you will perccive is fatal 1o their argument;
because they claim it for their starting point, to preve the abolition of
the commandments of God, viz: Cal. ii, 14—17. Now the command-
ments are not mentioned in the whole chapter; hence they are afloat
without any place to pin their point. Their other arguments have np
point to start from.

They may ask for a rehearing to show that they had particular ref-
erence to the Sabbath days, in verse 16. But you will please notice,
that the abolition of all the commandments of God, is the subject dtated
in the case before you. Such a request, therefore, would be out of or-
der. If they had some other objeet in view, viz. to blot out the fourth
the Sabba_th commandment, you will have just cause to suspect theix"
whole testimony,—that all of it, like their starting point, is infevential.
If, on the other hand, you leara that they have sacrificed wordly goods,
salaries, pleasures of the world, and praise of men, it will prove (if no-
thing else) their sincerity. Put it all into their scale. )

We will now point you to some of the main points in the New Tes-
tament testimony. o

J. Tue Lorp Jesus Curist. He shows,—

1. That all the law, and the prophets, hang on the commandments o
God, Therefore the Bible could not be sustained without them. !
2. That the young man and the lawyer were both directed to keep the
co?m%rildl?e}?ts, in the ]lz:.iw, in order to enter into eternal life.
-3. That heaven would sooner pass away, th ti
would fail.—Matt. v, 18, P Ay Hhan -(me ttle of the law
4. That the commandmsnts are a test for the kingdom of heaven,
when knowingly violated,—verse 19. [Campbel!’s trans.]
5. That they are to bz kept olear down to the reign of heaven.
6. That whasosver would do, and teach them, should be highly es-
teemad in the reign of heaven,
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% Thit they were the commandments of God in his law,—{Chap. v,
21, 97, 33, 34,] and that he kept them. [See Johu xv, 10.] \
Here you will take particular notice,. that the veracity, and charaeter
of this withess is unimpeachable; that his sacrifices were such ihat he
had not where to Jay his head. That he finally sealed  this testimony
(which is the everlasting covenant) with his ewn blood.—Heb. x, 29;
xiii, 20. Be careful and weigh every point in the testimony of this
witness.

1I. THE THREE INSPIRED WITNESSES. .

Their testimony was given after their Master was nailed to the croas.
This is an important pofnt for your consideration. L
First, Poul the great Apostle to the Gentiles. Some poinis in his tes-
i are as follows :—
tm{(fn.y‘ il;ethe law sin, God forbid.” * Wherefore the 1.aw is holy, and
the commanpmext HOLY, and JUST and GQOD."

9. That it was ordained to life, and is spiritual. ] )

3. That he was thankful to Ged, through Jesus Christ, that with
his “mIND he served the law of God.”” He also pELIGHTE in the law of
God, [His Commandments.]—Rom. vii.

4, ’[I‘hat the LAW WAS ESTABLISHED THROUGH FAITH, [Chap. iii, 31,}

i. e. under the gospel, in the Spirit, and not the letter .
Here yon will please to remember that this witness was miraculonsly
and specially raised up and seut forth to preach the trnth to the Gentiles,
some time after the crocifixion, where the oppasite party testify that the
commandments of (od were abolished. His peculiar message to them
was to preach the gospel, and show theny, all that was abolished of the
law of Moses. His most bitter persecutors,—so strenuons for keeping
the commandments of God, never. charged him with violating ene of
them, It they were abolished, it was specially his duty to declave the
same to his heaters. How dare he then teach suelh doctrine to the Ro-
mans, as is stated in the four points above, at least 26 years after he re-
ceived his message. ) } )

See one more point here. This important witness has testified in
his seventh chap. to his brethren, the Romans (Gentiles) and stated that
he kept the commandments, or served the law of God, (which is the
same thing.) and in chapter third says that the law of God is establish-
ed. This was his teaching to them A.D.60. Wil he contradict
himself in chap. iii, 20; x, 4, or xiv, 5, 6, or show a mistake in ehap.
xiit, 8—10. Consider well and see if in such a case his testimony
would not be impeached.

Further, if he is right in the third and scventh ehaplers to the Ro-
mang, then his letter to the Galatians two years before this must be of
the same tenor. Read the third aud fourth chapters, and ecompare them
with chap. v, 14.

In Hebrews viii, ho testifies that the same law of God is written in
the heart, and put into the mind, in the second or new covenant that
was on tables of stone, in the first or old eovenant. In chap. x, 1—9 he
shows the law of sacrifices and offerings, a shadow only ot good things
to come-

As for 2 Cor. iii, 7—18, the witness showed the year before, in 1
Cor, vii, that the ¢ keeping of the commandnients of God is something.’’
{Whiting’s trans.] He could not make them nothing, or abolish them,
the year afier he taught the Romans that he kept them.

It you do not impeach the veracity of this witness, then the four
points stated above, are clear.

Seconp. THe TesTiMony oF James. He testifies,—

1. That the commandments in the law of God, are a ROYAL LAW
OF LIBERTY .—Chap. ii, 11.

2. That we are to be Jupcep by this law. This being true, the sixth
and last argument of the opponents fails with their first five.—(See their
statement. }

Please not forget another point here; i. e. the testimony of the last
witness is dated A. D. 60, just 28 years this side of A. D, 31; where
the opponents say the commandments of God were abolished.

Tuirp. JoHN’S TESTIMONY, 1§y

1. Thas the old commandment from the beginning, is to be kept.

2. That the rule by which we know that we love God and his chil-
dren, is hy keeping the commandments.

3. ¢ He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments,
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” The date of thisis A. D. 90:
59 years this side of the other party’s point.

One passage of scripture belongs here, and may assist you in making
up your verdict. Itis this.~ in the mouth of two or three witnesses
every word may be established.” These three witnesses were inspired
of God to teach the whole truth. They undoubtedly followed their Di-
vine Master's last injunction, viz: ¢ Teach all natiens, . . . . to ob-
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you,” &c. They suff-
ered the loss ot all things in confirming the sane covenant, and preaching
kindred truths; and finally all except John sealed their testimony with
their blood.

The Lord Jesus has presented six. points, proving that the command-
ments have been binding now 18.% years this side of the crucifixion,
where the opponents testify that they were abolished ; and that they
will be binding ¢ till heaven and earth pass away.”” The first iwo wit~
nesses have presented seven points, 29 years this side of the crucifixion,
and the third, three points 59 years this side of the same point of time.

As the opponents failed in the onset, in giving a starting point for the
abolition of the commandments at the erueifixion, (and that was the omly
point they ever contended for to pxove their doctrine,) and, as their oth-
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ey texte fuled to help them, hut made their testimaony still more obseure.:
and unsafe, T say, in view of all these things, their case Jooks very —— !!
But I forbear, and subinit the case to you, to give a righteous verdict!
according to law, and the testimony. |

Dear Reader j—examine for yoursell and be not deceived, and led]
blindfolded.  Your salvation is at stake, on this point.  Ypu are to bei
judged by these very counnandments.—See James ii, 12, It is God's,
everlasting covenant with man.  Look at the sublime picture of the last
finishing work for the whole house of Tsrael. Look into the open tem-
ple of God : (Rev. xi, 19,) there stands the avk containing the very ten
commandiments, God's everlasting covenant.—Suppose for one moment,
that man was able to destrby the pattern, yet God has the original in the
satest place in beaven. Look ye! There stands two cherubims over
the covenant, looking down to it.  There stands the Lord Jesns right
before it, with his breast-plate of judgment over his heart, representing
the nanes of all Israel,  See, he 1s preseating them hefore the Father,
who is up between the cherubims in a glorious cloud. His train fills
the temple, and his all-seeing eye is scanning every name.

Reader, this scene is now dvawing to a clese.  In a few days more,
our Advocate will have finished his pleading, and God will send forth
the seven last plagues, and his four sove judgments, and utterly destroy
every soul, that is found breaking his commandments. It will be too
late then to ascertain whether these opponents knew better than the Lord
Jesus, anid his three special witnesses, whom God had inspired, and
sent forth to teach his commandments. If you have any evidence that
vour name is on the breast-plate of judgment, hesitate not anether mo-
ment, to do and keep all the commandments of God.  Awmen.

JOSEPH BATES.

Fuirhaven, Muss., Nov. 4, 1850,
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s Sanctify them through thy truth; thy word is truth.”

PARIS, DECEMBER, 1850.

OUR PRESENT POSITION.

There has never been a time since we first embraced the Advent faith,
that our position looked so clear and satisfactnry as at the present. Our
pathiway, like ¢ the shining light that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day,”” is brightening at cvery siep we take. This was to be the
partion of the ¢ just,”” who, in tho waiting, watching time, should ¢ Zve
by faith.”

e 2300 pavs.—This prophetic period has been, and still is, the
main piliar of the Advent faith. Tt is, therefore, of the utmost import-
ance that we have a correct view of the commencement and termination
of this pexiod, in order to understand our present position.

#. ¢ 457, was the year presented, and clearly proved by Brother Mil-
ler, as the truc date for the commencement of the 2300 days. It was
published to the world by every Second Advent paper in the land, by
hooks, and by -public lectures, as the true date, The proof was so very
conclusive that those who examined the point with candor embraced it
at once. Learned opponents did not, and could not, show that we were
incorrect in dating the 2300 days from 8. . 457.  With this clearly as-
certained date for the commencement of the main pillar of the ‘¢ oricI-
xAL* Advent faith, lecturers went forth united to give the judgment
haur cry. This was the date written upon the ¢* chronological chart of
the visions of Daniel and John, published by J. V. Himes, 14 Devon-
shire St.”

Tt was the united testimony of Second Advent lecturers and papers,
when standing on “THE ORIGINAL FAITH, ” that the publication of the chart
was a fulfliment of Hab. ii, 2, 8. If the chart was a subject of proph-
ecy, (and those who deny it leave the original faith,) then it follows
that B. c. 457 was the year from which to date the 2300 days. It was
necessary that 1843 should bs the first published time in order that «“ the
vision” should *“tarry,” or that there should be a tarrying time, in which
the virgin band was to slumber and sleep on the great subject of tine,
just before they were to be aroused by the Midnight Cry.

There is a sceming contradiction in the Janguage of the Prophet—
“ though it tarry, wait for it ; becanse it will surely come, it will not
farry,” which can be explained only by Sacond Advent History.

¢ Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run
that readeth it. [This was fulfilled when the first published time was
made plain upon the chart.] For the vision is yet for an appointed time,
[Mark this, There is * appointed time” connected with the ¢ vision”’
made ** plain upon wbles ;7 and what can it refer to, but the vision of
the 2300 days of which it is said, ¢ shut thou up the vision for it shall
be for many days,” ‘' the time appuinted was long,”” and ‘‘ at the lime
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appointed the end ehall be,” ] but at the end it shall speak, and not he :
‘though it tarry, [seem to tavry, by reaching into 1844, beyond the first

‘published time,] wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not
tarry.’’

Here we will give extracts from the ‘¢ Advent Shield” No. 1, pub-~
Jished May, 1644, pages 122—124.  This is a standard work for Ad-
Event believers, and presents their unanimous view of their true position
‘at that time.

€ ;Iaviz1g passed the point of. the apparent termination of the pto=
phetic periods, we are placed in a position, which God foresaw liis
children would be placed 1n, at the end of the vision ; and for which he
made provision, by the prophet Habakkuk, (i1, 1-~3,) when he says,
1 will stand wpon my tower, and will watch to see what he will say
unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved,” or as it reads
lin the margin ¢ argued with.””  ** And the Lord answered me and said,
Werite the vision, and make it plain upen tables, that he may run that
veadeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time,” [the seven
times] ** but at the end [of the prophetie periods] it shall speak and not
lie: thonghit tarry,” [beyond their apparent termination]} ¢¢ wait for it ;
because it will surely come,” [in the fulness of the prophetic times, he-
yond which,] ¢¢ it will not tarry.”’

That this admonition has reference to the preseni time is evident from
Paul’s quotation of it in Hebrews x, 36—39. ¢ For ye have uced of
patience, that, afier ve have dene the will of God, ye might reeeive the
promise. For yet a fittle while, and he that shall come will come, and
will not tarry. Now the just shall live by faith : but if any man draw
hack, my soul shall have no pleasure in him. But we are not of them
who draw back unto perdition ; but of them that believe to the saving of
the soul.”’

We believe that we are occupying that period spoken of by our Sa-
vior, when the Bridegroom tarries—Matthew xxv, 5, to which the king-
dom of heaven should be Tikened when ¢ that evil servant [there having
heen an apparent failure in the time] shall say in his heurt, My lord
delayeth his eoming, and shall begin to smite his fellow-servants, and to
eat and dyink with the drunken.”’

¢ We believe it was in view of such an appaveut tarrying of the vis-
jon that the apostle James said, ** Be patient, therefore, brethven unto
the coming of the Lord, be ye also. patient ; establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh,’’ and ¢* Behold the Judge standeth
before the door.”

And we believe it was in anticipation of the passing by of the expect-
ed time that our Saviour admonished us, in the 12th of Luke, *“ Letyour
loins he girded about, and your lights burning ; and ye yourselves like
unto men that wai¢ for their Lord, when he will return from the wed-
ding ; that when he cometh and knoeketh they may open unto him im-
mediately.” 'To wait implies a passing by of the time ; for till that we
do not wait. Therefore our Lord adds:—* Blessed are those servants,
whom the Lord when he cometh shall find watching.”

If the vision did not speak in the autumu of 1844, then it never spoke,
and never can speak. 1t was then as clear as the noon-day sun, that all
the evidence that was brought to prove that the 2300 days would end in
1843, proved that they would end in the fall of 1844. It was proclaim-
ed everywhere, ¢ it will snrely come it will not tarry.”” The vision spoke
in language not to be misunderstood, nor soon forgotten, though many
would be glad to blot the facts in the case from the history of the past.

“ Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the Sanctua-
ry be cleansed.””  We believe that the appointed time did not tarry, that
the vision did speak in 1844, and that the time for cleansing the Sanc-
tuary then came. This we will examine in another place.

We copy the following important testimony on time, from the ¢ Ad-
vent Herald” for November 13, 1844.

¢ 1843.

This, it is well known, was our first published time. It was the year
—Jewish time—in which we looked for the Lord. There were never
any set days in that year, as our opponents have repeatedly asserted, up-
on which the Adventists were nnited in their expectations, as the day
which would be honored by the Lord’s Advent. There were, however,
several days in that year, which were looked to with great interest ; but
while some had their eye upon one day, others had their minds directed
to other days, so that there was no unaunimity of expectation respecting
them. In the year we were all united, and bhelieved that sometime be-
tween March 2(st, 1843, and March 21st, 1844, the Lord would come.

Our minds were directed to that point of time, from the fact that dating
the several prophetic periods from those years in which the hest ehro-
nologers assign the fulfilment of those events which were to mark their
commencement, they all seemed 1o terminate that year. This was,
however, only apparent. We date the  seven times”” or 2520 years,
from the captivity of Manasseh, which is, with great nnanimity, placed
by chronologers B. C. 677. This date is the only one we have ever
reckoned from, for the commencement of this period ; and substracting
B. C. 677 from 2520 years, there remained but A. D.1843. We, how-
ever, did not abserve, that as it would require 677 full years B. C. and
1843 full years A. D. to complete 2520 years, that it would also oblige
us to extend this period as far into A. D). 1844, as it might have com-
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menced after the beginning of B. C. 677. The same was also trae of
the other periods. The great jubilee of 2450 years, commencing with
the captivity of Jehoiakim B. C. 607 ; and the 2300 days, commencing
with the 70 weeks B. C. 457, would respectively require 1843 full years
after Chtist added to as many full years before Christ, as the years in
which we have always respectively commeénced each period. to complete
the number of years in each ; and as substracting from each period the
date B. C. of its conmencement, there wonld remain A. D, 1843, no
reterence whatever was made to the fraction of the year, which, in each
case, had transpived from its commencement, and which would requiie
that each period should extend as much beyond the expiration of A. D.
1843, as they respectively began after the commencement of the year B.
C. from which they are dated.

While this discrepancy was not particularly noticed by us, it wasalso
not noticed by any of our learned opponents. Amid all the arguments
which were brought to bear against our position, no allusion was made
to that point.”’

The ¢ Herald,”’ however, soon Ieft this position, which perfectly har-
monized its past course in teaching the lime, 1843, the tarrying time and
the MidnightCry, and took an indefinite position relative to time. That
the 2300 days would probably terminate somewhere between that time
and 1847, was called a ‘“safe position.”” Much was said relative to
“¢ doubtful chronology,” and a space of four years in which clironolo-
gers did not agree. The year 1847 came and passed by; yet the
¢« Herald”’ was far from acknowledging that the 2300 days were ended.
"Those who stood on the * original Advent faith,”” as presented in the
above extract from the ¢ Herald,”’” and contended that the 2300 days
ended in the antumn of 1844, were held up, by many Advent preachers
:and papers, to public notice, as fanatics, and they were clossed with
Mormons, Shakers, &c. &c.

But the * Herald,’’ after saying so much on a *‘ safe position’’ of in-
definite time, and ** douhtful chronology,”’ has returned o its old posi-
tion relative to the 2300 days, and has, with the most conclusive evi-
dence, settled the question, that the 2300 days commenced B. C. 457,
Here we give an important extract from ‘¢ Lecture on chronology,’
<¢ Advent Herald” for March 2, 1850.

155 The Bible gives the data for a complete system of chronology,
extending from the creation to the birth of Cyrus, a clearly ascertained
date. From this period downwards we have the undisputed Canon of
ProvLemy and the undoubted era of NaBonassaR, extending below our
vulgar era. At the point where inspired ehronology leaves us, this canon
of undoubted accuracy commences. And thus the whole arch is span-
ned. Tt is by the Canon of ProLEmy that the great prophetical period
of seventy weeks is fixed. This Canon places the seventh year of An-
TAXERXES in the year B. c. 457 ; and the accuracy of the Canon is de-
'monstrated by the concurrent agreement of more than twenty eclipses.
"The seventy weeks date from the going forth of a decree respecting the
‘restoration of Jerusalem. There were no decrees between the seventh
and twentieth years of ArRTaxerxes. Fourhondred and ninety years,
beginning with the 7th, must commence in 5. c. 457, and endin 4. p. 34,
Commencing in the 20th,they must commence in B. c. 444, auc end in 4. D,
47. As no eventoccurred in A, 0. 47 to mark their termination, we can-
wot reckon from the 20th ; we must, therefore, look to the 7th of ArTa-
xerxis. This date we canmot change from B. c. 457 without first de-
wonstrating the inaccuracy of ProLemy's Canon. To do this, it would
e necessary to show that the large number of eclipses by which its ac.
curacy has been repeatedly demonstrated, have not been correctly compu-
ted : and such a result would unsettle every chronological date, aud leave
zhe settlement of epochsand the adjustment of eras entirely at the mercy
©f every dreamer, so that chronology would be of no more value than
mere guess-work. As the seventy weeks must terminate in a. p. 34,
wrfless the 7th of ArrTaxErxEs is wrongly fixed, and as that cannot be
whanged without some evidence to that effect, we inquire, What evidence
marked that termination? The time when the apostles turned to the Gen-
tiles harmonizes with that date better than any other which has been na-
mied. And the crucifixion, in A, p. 31, in the midst of the last week, is
sustained by a mass of testimony which cannot be easily invalidated.”” g5

We will here give another short extraet from the ‘¢ Herald’’ which
is to the point. The article is headed, ¢ THE DATE OF THE CRUCIFIX-
#0N.” [¢ establishes an important point, that the crucifixion was 4. p. 31,

“ At the death of Crrist, Gob ceasing to have pleasure in * sacri-
fice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin,”” it follows that
his death caunsed ‘¢ the sacrifice and oblation to cease,” (Dan, ix, 27,)
and this, as predicted, was ** in the midst of the week.”” This falling in
A. D, 31, the Jast week could net extend beyond A. p. 34, which would
be the latest point to which seventy weeks, 490 years, could be extended
from B. ¢, 457—the seventh year of Arraxerxes Lonermanuvs. Thuos
with the erucifixion in a. . 31, all the dates harmonize, which cannot be
said, if placed at any other time.”—Herald for Aug, 24, 1850.

Now if the crucifixion was in the spring of A. . 31, in the ¢ midst”
{middle] of the seventieth, week, as clearly shown by the ¢ Herald,”
then it follows of necessity that the seventy weeks, 490 years, termina
ted a. n. 34. For three and a half years, the last half of the wesk ofi
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seven years, would reach to that point of time. As the seventy weeks,
or 490 of the 2300 years, terminated in the autumn of A. p. 34, then the
remaining 1810, after the seventy weeks are * cut off ”’ cerwainly ter-
minated in the autumn of 1844. Really, the ¢ Herald'’ should not con-
sider us heretics for honestly believing what they have so clearly
taught, and established, relative to the main pillar of the Second Advent
faith !

It will not be denied that this calculation of the 2300 days, that they
commenced B. c. 457, was the foundation of the judgment hour cry,
[Rev. xiv, 6, 7,] by the angel flying in the midst of heaven. This cal:
culation of the days was the burden of the first angel’s message. There-
fore, consistency shuts us up to the faith that when that calculation run
out the message ceased. Shall we admit that the first message is now
being given by those who virtually acknowledge that its very foundatiun,
the 2800 days, ended in 18447 Tertainly, we shall mot. Nowe wili
fail to see the uvtter folly of such a position. Then we say that those
who have proved the commeneement of the 2300 days B. c¢. 457, the
crucifixion 4, p. 31, have virtually ackiowledged the days ended, and
the first angel’s message [Rev. xiv, 6, 7,] fulfilled more than six years
since.

Tt being evident that the burden of the first angel’s message [Rev. xiv,
6, 7] was deliveted, and that it closed wp for the world more than six
years since, we certainly have just cause to look to the history of the
past, and to the present, for the fulfillment of the secord and third an
gels. True, the ““everlasting gospel’’ has not lost its power ¢o affect
the hearts of those who are stil} within the reach of mercy, and'salva-
tion; but that it has ceased to arouse and move men to repentance as i
1843, no sane man will deny. Then the message was proclaimed every-
where, and everywhere felt. Then its proclaimers were perfectl¥ uni-
ted in faith, in feeling, and in their-course of action. Now those whe
profess to be still giving ‘the same message, are very much limited in
their sphere of action ; for, but few have any interest in the doctrine.
And, what makes their case look really ‘ wretched and miserable’’ is
the fact that the work of many of them, for months past, has been to
“ bite and devour one another.”” "They are, therefore, being *con-
sumed one of another.” Yes, they have successfully -exposed each
dthers fanlts to the scoffers of these last days, and have, in a most ¢oir-
clusive manner, proved to the scorners of ¢ the blessed hope,” that
many who are still professing to give the judgment hour cry, are decep-
tive and wicked men. If any question the above statements, we inwite
them to peruse the scandalous pamphlet, entitled, *¢Thetrial of J. V.
Himes before the Chardon Street Church, &c. by Prof. J. P. Weethee
and Elder George Needham.* Then.read the reply in *¢ The Supple-
ment to the Advent Herald,” and also the *¢ Vindicator,” by Weethee,
Needham, and others, and you will'say ‘¢ that the half was not told”

ou.

y We fully believe that the great trouble with these men is, that they
set themselves to work to*‘re<arouse the slumbering churches,’’ afier they
had done all their duty to them faithfully, and after God had said, by his
Spirit and Providence, let them alone. Many of them declared their
work done. Their sinking cause, their course fur six years past, and
their present condition afford abundant evidence that God did not set them
to work to do over agaiu, what they had once well done. When ‘God
was with them, and when his hand was seen in the great work, the
judgment hour cry went forth with power until the first published time
closed, and thousands joyfully received the glad tidings of -the .coming
kingdom of ‘God. But when men undertake, unaided* by the Spirit ol
the great God, ¢ to re-arouse the stumbering churches,”” we see the sad
reverse.

When the Spirit of God spoke through feeble wlay, then the trumpet
gave a certain sound. Ten thousand voices were raised in sweet har-
mony to swell the last note of warning to the chusches and world, until
the work was finished. Then feeble man was seen ¢ in the field again,”
with human energy, trying *‘tore-arouse the slumbering chirches,’’ that
had fallen inte a perpetusl sleep. Loud calls were heard for others, who
had confessed their work for the world forever dome, to give np the
mighty work of Ged in 1843 and 1344, as a ¢ mistake,” * mesmerism,”
&c, and to enter *‘ the field ugain.” Now we enquire, what has bees
the result? The history of six years past will fell the sad story.—
Spiritual death has followed. Thousands who were consecrated 1o God,

*Here let it be remembered, that this is the man that stated that God had
shown him that all the commandments of God were abolished.
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and had hving faith in the Advent, six years since are now buried up in
the spirit of the world. They have taken their sacrifices from the al- '
tar, and have lost their faith, by reason of the durkness and uncertainty
that has been thrown over the whole Advent movement, and they are now '
unprepared for the coming of Christ,

"I'rue, some have professed conversion to God, and to the Advent faith |
since 1844, enough to fulfill the words of the Prophet, [Ilosea v, 7.],
¢ they have begotten strange children.””  But it will net be denicd thnt;i
where one has embraced the faith ten have given it up. In many towns:
and counties, where there were hundreds, once happy in the *¢ blessed!
hope,”” now but two or three, if any, can be found who profess any’
faith in the Advent.

"™ Most of the shepherds, instead of feeding the flock with meat in duei
season, left them to perish, and went out ““ to re-arouse the slumbering|
churches.”  Mauy of the precious flock conld not unite with them to:
mend, or do over again, what God had finished. And being deserted|
and ¢ thrust’” by these shepherds, they were left to fall under wrong in-l
flucnees, and to take the opposite extrewe, and embrace such gross er-.
rors as modern spiritualism, &e. But—Glory be to God ! we are now|
beginning to see the fulfillment of his precious promise, ‘I will seek!
that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and.
will bind np that which was brokeun, and will strengthen that whieh was;
sick,”  TFze. xxxiv, 16.

Those that profess to be still giving the judgment hour ery, and reject’
the Advent movement up to 1844, occupy a singular position. For if,
they are tight now, then the angel with the ‘¢ everlasting gospel” did:
not start right. And for some half dozen years, up to the autumn of,
1844, he did not correctly understand his message ; but labored under a!
« MISTAKE.” And being under the influence of mesmerism, or 8-
tan, he caused a false excitement which has destroyed the confidence of
¢t them that dwell on the earth,” to whom he was to preach, in his mes-
sage. Therefore the message of the angel had to be corrected, and with
the new edition of it, the slumbering churches areto be ¢ RE-aroUSED!”’

Again, according to their singular position, the thousands of conver-
tions, hefore 1844, the great love and study of the Bible, and the holy,
hapoy, mnited and consecrafed state of the (so called) deluded ones, who|
helieved that Jesus would come in 1843, and again at the tenth day of
the seventh month, was the fruits of ¢ mesmerism,” or to use their
mildest term, ¢ a mistake.”” And that, under the present circumstances,
when contention, betraying aud devouring one another, darkness and
death is among them, they are accumplishing the purpose of God, in the
judgment hour message !

Our objeet in these remarks, is to expose the absurdities in the posi-
tion of those who reject the present truth, and still profess to stand on
the ¢ onremvaL Fart.”?  We would, with deep feelings of humiliation,
thank God that our present position is clear and harmonious ; and that
we ean show a more excellent way. Our position is clearly marked ont in
the word of God. 'The fourteenth chapter of Revelation is one of those
elear prophecies which show plainly our whereabouts.

The first angel, of verses 6 and 7, has made his flight. He delivered
the burdea of his message, and gave place to the second that ‘¢ ror-
rowrp’’ more than six yearssince. *¢ And there FOLLOWED another
angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen.”” Mark this, Beth angels
were not making their flight, and declaring their messages at the same
time, No, no. The second ¢ followed,”’ after the first had given the
burden of his message. Have-we heard such a message, in the order
presented in this chapter? All Advent believers are compelled, by
matters of fact, in their own experience, to acknowledge that we have,
To establish this important ¢¢ way-mark’’ we do not have to refer to old
musty volumes of history, but to a holy, living experience, wrought in
our very heings by the Holy Spirit, and the plain word of God. We
heard, felt and proclaimed the ery ourselves, and in ohedience to the
vaice from heaven, ¢ Come out of her my people’” we came out from
the seetarian churches.

¢ And the third ange] rorLowrp thEm, &e.'’ Here we learn that
the third angel rorrows. the other two, that is, docs not go on his mis-
sion with the others, but follows, after they have finished their work.
Now ifthe first has been sounding for some dozen years up to this present
time, and is to contiaue, as sorme teach, uniil the A.dvent, then we ask|:
them. to show us when and where the second and third angels!
are to doliver their solemn messages. No one will say, in" immor-;
iadity.  ‘Then thev must give up their error, that the first is to continue !

3

{|the ¢ New Testament commandments,”” or the ** Taw of grace.”

Ja
until the coming of Christ, and give the sceond and third angels their
proper places.  Then our past expericnee and present posiuuu‘is a per-
feet haroony. ¢ 1lere is the paticuee of the saints : here are they that
keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.”™  Thus é]oges
the solemn message of the third angel. By ““the patience of the
saints’” we understand to be meant their trying, waiting time, after the
termination of the 2300 days. The burden of the second angel’s mes-
sage was delivered prior to the fall of 1844. There the caleulation of
the prophetic time run out, and the great disappointment to all that loved
the appearing of Christ, then came.  Sinee that point of time our faith
and patience have been severely tried.

Buat in this time of deep trial and affliction of soul, for our comfort
and strength, we hear the cheering voice of the third angel, saying,
¢ Here is the patience of the saints.”” Amen! itisso! Paul testifies
to this point as follows. ¢ Cast not away therefore your eonfidence, [in
the Advent movement,] which hath great recompence of reward. For
ye have need of paTiENcE, that after ye have done the will of God, [in
giving the first two messages,] ye might receive the promise.”” The
declaration ** Here is the patience of the saints,” is however but a part
of the present truth. 'The angel continues, ¢ Here are they that keep
the commandments of God.”” Ie does not say, hexe are they that keey
aine of the commandments ; neither does he suy, here are they that keep
Such
unscriptural language, so conmnonly used by those that oppose the Sab-
bath of the Lord our God, is not found in his message. But he pro-
claims the existence of a people, in the time of ¢ the patience of the
saints,”’ that keep the ““ commanpmeNTs oF Gopn.”” They certainly ob-
serve the Sabbath, for the law that enjoins it, is ene of the command-
ments of God. Who will deny this? No one will assert that the
fourth commandment is not one of the commandments of God.

The class of christians mentioned by the third angel ave those whe went
forth to meet the Lord; were disappointed in net seeing him at the end
of the days ; and in their disappointed situation, and time of *‘pPaTIENCE”
are keeping the Sabbath of the Lord our God, Glory to God ! we see
them! They are our dear brethren and sisters ‘¢ in the kingdom and
patience of Jesus Christ”’; who claim the vighy of following the exam-
ple of the followers of Jesus, who ‘“vested the Sabbath-day, accord-

lling to the commandment,”” after ¢ the hand-writing of ordinances” was

nailed 1o the cross, w

[To be continued.]

LETTERS.

[We take the Tiberty to publish the following cheering extract from
a letter written by Bro. G. W. Holt, to Bro. Rhodes, dated Volney, N.
Y., Nov.28.]

““ Dear Bro. Rhodes—The Lord is still at work in Western N. Y.
Yes, the Lord has set his hand 1o the work, and Israel must go free.—
Every stumbling block will be removed, every band bruken, every
weight laid aside, every ¢ spot’’ removed, and every “ wrinkle’’ made
The fan is thovoughly parging the floor, Amen. The third
angel’s message is waxing louder and louder. ‘¢ The sinners in Zion
are afraid, fearfulness hath snrprised the hypocrites.”” This is the
Lord’s work and who ean hinder it. Glory to God, the ¢ watchmen
are seeing eye to eye, the Lord is bringing again Zion; salvation and
strength is returning to the vemuant of Israel. Some drops of the
latter rain are enjoyed. The Church is fast proxiinating to ¢ the unity
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God.”’

How are the things of Esau searched out! how are his hidden things
sought up! This is not the excitement of the moment, no; it is the
power of truth on the heart, written there by the Holy Spirit.

The third angel’s message will sweep away all the ¢ rubbish,”’ and
bring out every ¢ jewel.”” The poor children that have heen ¢¢ thrust
with side and with shoulder,”” and pushed with the horns of the shep-
herds, will soon be gathered into one fold, and be of one heart, and one
mind, and all speak the same things, and glorify God with one mouth.
The Lord will deliver them out of the hands of the cruel shepherds, and
set his seal upon them, and cover them with his eovering, that they may
be able to *“ stand in the battle in the day of the Lord.”” The feeble
ameng them will soon be as David ; yes they will shine forth ‘¢ clear as
the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.”” ¢ The commandments
of God and the faith of Jesus,” will prevail. The waters of Jordan will

roll back, and Israel will pass over.

siooth.
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1 want to say to all the Brethren in the Fast, be strong, have fuith in!
God. Call to mind the former things, remember the wonderful works’
of (3od in days of old. By fuith Isracl passed throngh the sea: God fed
them in the wilderness. Ile gave them angel’s food.
ter out of the flinty rock to quench their thivst. .
0, ye children, eat of that bread which cometh down from heaven, nudi:
drink Jarge drafts from the fountain of life. The Lord is our shepherd.’
we shall not want. Awalke, awake, put on strength. .
of the Lord shall return aud come with singing unto Zion.””  ¢* By faith!
the walls of Jerico fell down after they were compassed about seven
davs.” The remnant of Isracl will soon shout victory aver the beast,
an;l his image, his mark, and the number of his name. In a little while
the 114,000 will stand with the Lamb on the wouut Sion singing the
song of deliverance, and their experience, so pecaliar to no other people,
G. W. IIOLT.

9

Amen.

p—

{Letter from Sister Shimper.] .

Dear Brorinen Wurre—The ¢ Review”” No. 5, and yours with
two dollars enclosed, were received the 27th.  The deep feelings of my
soul would have indited an immediate reply, but ontward circum-
stances prevented. The notes are received ¥ in the name of the Lord,”
with thanksgiving for this, another evidence that ** pure and undefiled
religion’’ is still extant npon the earth.  With respect to your notice of]
iny case, (though unexpected,) I believe you moved iu accordance with
the mind and will of the Spirit. T cannot describe what I felt, when by
the retarn of disease, I found that T should be unable to pursue my vo-
cation as I had hoped. Mental relief was obtained only, by committing
my way anew uuto the Lord, and trusting in hitn.  You have my grat-
itude ; while I would praisc God for that religion so wisely adapted to
the wants of all, and also for the power of his grace, that has brought
my poor heart into sweet submission to his blessed will. 0, I do bless
and praise his Holy Name for afflictions.  With the Psalmist, it hasbeen
good for me to be afflicted. *‘Before I was afflicted I went astvay, but now
have I kept thy word, and thy law do I love.”” May the Irord bless you,
Brother White, enabling you still, with his servant Job to say, “ I have
caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy; and the cause that I knew
not, I searched out.”” I would join my petition with yonr request, for
the prayers of the dear brethren and sisters. O pray, pray for us.—
With my little family, I am quite alone, and yet not alone, for God is
with us. He makes his down-trodden commandment vety precious to
us; and daily communion with hin, especially around the family altar,
very sweet. We are struggling for victory. O, pray that we may
overcome in all things ; and that, with the “‘tried ones,” we may be fannd
wajting, when ‘‘ strength shall come from the Sanctuary.”’ O, glory
be 1o God ! My heart dilates with joy, at the thought of the provision
made for bis people. Dear brethren and sisters shall we not be faith-
ful! The Lord help us, for his Holy Name’s sake.

Your sister looking for deliverance at the voice of (od.
F. M. S{IMPER.

East Bethel, Vi., Nov. 29, 1850.

{Letter from Sister A. S. Stevens.}

DEear BreTtoren anp Sisters—Intelligence of the work of the Lord
among *‘ the remnant» is truly cheering. Be encouraged, ye lonely
pilgrims, a change is coming, yea, even now is discernable. By cou-
irasting our preseut state and prospect, with what it has been for the
past few years, we clearly see that God’s hand is moving ; and his right
hand, and his holy arm, will surely gain the victory. The standard of]
truth is erected, and Zion again is rallying around. Error and darkness
vanish before the elear light of present truth, the third angel’s testimony.
The work of scattering is past. Sad and painful has it been. And vur
hearts at times have well nigh fainted ; even we in Paris and vicinity
can testify. About a year and a half since, and the bitter cup was in
our hands. We had heeded the messages of the first two angels; bat
since the fall of 44, or somewhat later, through the influence of false
teachers, and the fanciful imaginations of our own hearts, we have been
separated from the fellowship and communion of saints; and even with-
in our own company, divisions and subdivisions have prevailed. Each
heart has stood aloof ; confidence in one another has been almost entirely
(.iestxoycd. We had forsaken the assembling of ourselves together, and,
in a great measure, lost our interest in the coming of the Holy One.—

He brought wa- -

¢ The redeemed: .
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Jdn our darkness and confusion; but thanks to his Huly Naue, Meres
sl plead and prevaited. A mighty change has been wrought among
‘us. Again we are united with the children of God, and the unjon is
sweeter than ever,

Most of our number suw and confessed their errors at the conleronce,
theld at North Paris. Sept.. 1849, Some, however, who did not autend,
'still persisted in their own course; and until recently, nave exhibited
Jlittle or no interest in the present work of the Lovd; but, by the aid of
1the little paper, the ** Advent Review,” in calling to remembrance the
levidences of the past work and power of the Lord, interest once more
[revived. And at the conference in this place, November 23—4, an ear-
‘nes't desire was manifested to return to the fold of Uhrist. IHearty con-
fessions were made, and the healing balm applied. It wasa good time.

At the ¢ommenceiment of out meeting, Jesus was present, and his
glory Tested upon us, while listening to remarks relative to our histary
and present position. The cold hearted and indifferent were aroused;
children came forward expressing their desires to keep the command-
ments, and go to heaven, and requested the prayers of (iod's people.—
We had victory in the camp. ¢ The people shouted with a loud shoot,
and the noisc was heard afar oft.””  May the work still progress with us,
and clsewhere. We nced to drink deeply of the Holy Spirit to keep
pace with the movément of the times. Truly the scattered sheep are
being seaiched and sought out. The gathering time has come, 1o the
truth of which our souls can testify. A. 8. STEVENS.

Paris, Me., Dec. 8, 1850,

Bro. C. Smith, of Jaclson, Mich., writes—* We believe the present truth
with all our heart; ves, the Lord has set his hand the second time to recover the
remnant of his people. I feel to praise the Lord for what he has done for us, in
this part of his vineyard. Al that the Lovd has placed in iny hands is on the altar.
I believe the Lord is making a short work in the earth; and what is done, must
lie done quickly. T seud vou fifty dollars to use in the canse of the Lord.”

{The liberal donation of Bro. Smith has come in a good tine, as we are getting
out a large pamphlet, for gratuitous distribution, that will probably cost near one
hundred dolars.] W,

Bro. H. 8. Case writes from Jackson, Mich.,— Since I wrote last, T have had
the privilege of spending a few days with my old traveling companion, 8. W.
Rhoiles, from whom I learned the third angel’s’ message more perfectly. I am
strengthened greatly in the present trath.

t have never sceu so complete and holy resignation to the will of God, us exists
with the brethren in this place. They are all united, and their interests are onc.
All appear to be striviag to attain to that state of holiuess, which we so much need
in order to mect the King in peace. T was glad to sce the last paper, und know
that you had commenced to publish again. If I know the wants of the Lord’s
people, we want such a paper at this time.>’

Byo. Frederick Wheeler writes from Washington, N. H., Dee. 1,— As it re-
gards the state of the cause in this place. and vicinity, I would say, there js a lit-
tle company who have been endeavoring to kecp the Sabbath according to the
commandment since 1844; and scveral have lately been led to embrace the truth
of the third angel’s message in full, and others are more or less interested in the
subject. We hope they may yet be led to embrace the truth in full.”

PUBLICATIONS.

The ADVENT REVIEW, coutaining thrifling testimonies written in the
Holy Spirit, by many of the leaders in the Second Advent cause, showing its Di-
vine origin and progress—48 pages.  Also the five numbers of the ¢ Review,”
and the ¢ Extra,” by Bro. Hiram Edson.

The Present Truth, No. 1. The WEEKXLY SARBATH taught and enforced in
the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Festaments—28 pages.

"Tha Seventh-day Subbmh NOT ABOLISHED. Thearticle by Joseph Mareh,
editor of the ¢ Advent Harbinger and Bible Advocate,” REviEWED—36 pages.

The Third Angel’s Message—16 pages.

The Sanctuary, 2800 Days, and Shut Door-~16 pages.

Bro. Miller’s Dream, with notes—12 pages.

The abave publications may be had by addressing Elias Goodwin, Oswego, N.
Y.,Otis Nichols, Dorchester, Mass., or James White, Paris, Me., (PosT pa1p.)
Terms—Gratis. Those who would consider it a pleasure, arc invited to help
bear the expenses of publishing, as the Lord has prospered them. of

LETTERS RECRIVED SINCE NOVEMBER 29.—Joseph Bates 8, $5; J. Lind-
sey; IPrederick Whecler, $2, for John Stowell; Oren Hewett, &1, for Elias
Hardy, and 12 1-2 eents for Wan. Bryant; 8. W. Rhodes; Jesse Barrows, §2;
N. A. Hollis; Albert Belden, $10; S. B. Harmon; S. T, Belden; H. S. Case,
$5; F. M. Shimper; Josiah Hart, $1; David Arnold; R. Curtis.

For SisTer SHiMPER— Oren Hewett, $§1; Albert Belden, $5.

§5F We now intend to visit (he brethren in Vt. ina few weeks. It is hoped
omwr brn. there will make arrangements for conferences in different parts of 1he
State. Those that intend to send in communications or orders for publications,

But for the tender love and mercey of our Father, we had been destroyed

should do it immediately, that thev may be reccived before we go to Ve, .
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