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¢ Fear not Little Flock,’?
BY A. R, SMITH,

Fear not little flock,
For Christ is our Rock
The promisc stands sure.
The kingdom 1e’ll give, to the same that endure,

The armor gird on ;
Till victory is won
Lect us manfully fight.
The Millennial Morn, soon will end Time’s dark night.

The Truth will prevail,
(Its beamings we hail)
And is mighty in power ;
It will shicld ns from harm, in the dark trying hour.

The Sabbath we love—
Sacred Law from above—
It was hallowed and bless’d,
A token, a seal, for our hcavenly rest.

Ye saints, oue aund all,
O hecd the loud call;
With the last mcssage given
The remnant arc scaled; ’tis their passport to Ieaven,

'The’ the tempest loud rave,
And high swell the wave,
Let us never give o'er;
For the Ark will land safe, on fair Canaan’s shore,

Then with rapture untold
Qur eycs shall behold
Our glorions King.
On bright golden harps, the «“ New Song” we shall sing.

They will that City view
His ¢ commandments that do,”
With the angels of light
% To the tree and the fountain of life have a right.”

Haullclujahs we'll raise,
Our Redeemer to praise
With the pure and the blest,
In the Eden of Love be forcver at rest.

¢ Call to Remembrance the Former Days,’?

The following article from A. Hale will be read with in-
terest and profit. In the main we belicve it to be correct.
But the idea of the * door of merey” being shut is unscrip-
twral and unttue. The Bible mentions no such door. An
expression alike unseriptural may be scen in the same num.
ber of the © Herald,” iu the rematks of J. V, Himes, headed
¢t An open door in Canada.” He says, ¢ I am more con-
vineed than ever sinee I camc to this Province, that Jesus
yet sits upon the mercy scat.”” The merey-seat was placed
upon the ark containing the commandments of God, and
was overshadowed by the cherubims of glory, Its place was
within the vail, in the “ holiest of all.” The high priest
alone entered that placc only once a year, and then to cleanse
the Sanctuary ; but certainly he never got up upon the mer-
cy-seat. That would be a singular position indeed for the
high priest. Jesus could enter the holiest of all to cleanse
the Sanctuary, the * True Tabernacle,” only at the cnd of
the 2300 days.  But he never was, and never will be, on the
mercy-seat. We frcely admit that our Great High Pricst
has entcred the Holiest, but to say that he “sits upon the
mercy-scal,” is one step further thun we can possibly go,

It is also evident that to *‘ suppose,” as A. Hale does in
tlis article, * that the condition of things at the shutting of
the door, would be very much as it wag after the day of
atonement among the ancient Jews,” is incorrect. ‘T'he
shutting of the door of the Holy Place, is preparatory to the
antitypical tenth day atonement for the cleansing of the
Sanctuary.

But we recommend the article to all. It should bo rcad
carefully. Tt is well calculated to improve the faith and
picty of thuse who are weak in faith. By this artiele it will
be scen that the view we cherish, that the parable was de-
signed to apply to the Advent movement, was advocated by

one of the cditors of the ¢ Advent Ilcrald,” in 1845. A
large portion of the Advent brethren then held this view;
but few, howcver, have been able to bear the cross, and en-
dure the scoffs arising from this position. Let us # cull to
remembrance the former days.”

BROTHER HALE’S ARTICLE.

There are three questions in which every Ad-
ventist must feel the deepest interest at the present
time—1. What is our position in the line of pro-
phetic events, by which God has brought us down
to the end ?—2. What Is our position in reference
to the termination of the prophetic periods which
we have supposed to bring us also to the end ?—
3. What are the duties which this position de-
mands of us? and what are the particular trials to
which it subjects us? 1. What is our position in
the line of events ¢ In reference to the bearing of
the events brought to view in the history of nations,
and the signs pointed out by the Saviour, upon our
relation to the end, there is no difference of opinion
among Adventists. It exists only in reference to
the particulars, the details, in the events which all
admit, who admit them at all, cluster around the
end itself. Let us come directly to some of these
particulars—to the question, Have we had the
event denoted by the cry, in the parable of the vir-
gins? On this question three several opinions
would be found to exist—1. That which supposes
the parable is not to be applied to the history of the
people of God, in any of its particulars, but that it
1s only designed to exhibit the importance of a pre-
paration to meet the Lord, as a general truth. 2.
That which supposes the parable is to be applied
in its particulars, but that the cry has not yet been
made. 3. That which takes the ground that the
parable is to be applied in its details, and that we
have had the cry, if, indeed, we have not advanced
to a farther poiut in its fulfillment. To me the
choice Is only between the first and the last of these
views, viz:—That we are not to understand the
parable in its details at all, or, that it is to be so un-
derstood, and that we have passed through its ful-
fillment, at least, to a point as late as that to which
we are brought by the cry.  And although I could
find no very great difficulty in accounting for all
that we have experienced, should I adopt the first
of these two opinions, as the special application em-
braces all that can be designed by the general ap-
plication, and so must be the most safe; and, fur-
ther, as the special application, which generally
prevails among us, is the result of events in our his-
tory which were entirely unlooked for till they
came, and which all must admit are remarkably in
accordance with the successive steps marked in the
parable, I must act on the special application of it,
till some decisive argument from the word of God,
or time, if it must be so, shall make it appear that
that cannot be the true application. Suould that
be the case, I trust I shall not then, any more than
at the present time, reject the general truth suppo-
sed to be intended.

That the discourse of the Saviour, including the
24th and 25th chapters of Matthew, carries us down
from his day to the end, no one will deny. ‘That
it was his design to inform his church upon the
manner of his coming, and upon the dangers to
which they would be exposed about the time of his
coming, is also placed beyond dispute.

The parable of the virgins, which makes a part
of that discourse, we understand as a distinct sketch
of the Advent movement. It may help our mem-
ory and piety to repeat the illustration,

Verse 1. % I'hen shall the kingdom of heaven be
likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,
and went forth to meet the bridegroom.” Then—
at the time when tne faithful and the wise servants,
having marked the signs which were to indicate

that the Son 'of: Man must be near, according to his
word, are giving the meat in due season to the
household ; and the evil servant saith in his heart
My Lord delayeth his coming, and begins to smite
his fellow servants, (the wise and faithful,) and to
eat and drink with the drunken,—uhen the king-
dom of heaven shall be likened unto the scene
and the transactions, of which the Saviour speaks
in which ten virgins went forth to meet the bride-
groom.

Among those who took a part in this movement,
as among the servants whose office it was to give
meat to the household, and also among the “all
nations,” (Matt. xxiv, 9,) who were to hate the dis-
ciples of Christ, and to whom the gospel was to be
preached before the end, and who are to be gather-
ed before the Son of Man, when he shall sit upon
the throne of his glory ; so among those who fulfill
this feature of the kingdom of heaven there are two
classes :—

Verse 2. % And five of them were wise,” careful,
“and five were foolish,” careless. ’

Verses 3 and 4. “ They that were foolish," care-
less, “took their lamps, and took no oil with them :
but the wise,” careful, “took oil in their vessels
with their lamps.” These lamps were evidently
what we call forches, made by winding a bunch of
flax or cotton upon the end of a stick, and satura-
ting it with oil; and as this would soon burn out
unless it were often supplied with oil, the oil in the
vessel for that purpose, though a small matter in
itself, was indispensably necessary. The omission
indicated a want of hearty interest in the marriage
arrangement. The lamp, or torch, as a symbol,
doubtless denotes the Bible, as the oil does’ grace.
Grace is to the word, what oil is to the lamp.  The
vessels may denote the means of grace which are
adapted and designed to make the word give light.
1t is the highest folly—the most fatal carelessness
as to the great purposes for which the word of God-
is given to men, to think of deriving light (rom it,
while we refuse, through pride, fear, or the love of
human praise, to avail ourselves of those means of
grace which are necessary to the understanding of
its lessons, the observance of its requirements, and
the attainment of its promises.

It was the Bible alone which produced the Ad-
vent movement, 'Thoese who embraced the Advent
doctrine were distinguished, from the first, by their
strict regard for the Bible. This was exclusively
peculiar to them.  Every question was decided by
that. No fair argument has ever been brought
from that against their doctrine; and to this day
the individual who is unfashionably familiar with
his Bible, is sure to fall under the odium of their
faith: and it was the supplying themselves with
such means of grace-—ministers—conference meet-
ings—DBible classes—publications—religious asso-
ciutes, &c. &c., as harmonized with their supreme
regard for the Bible, which served as the most se-
vere test, upon the interest of the professed believ-
ers in the doctrine, in the great event of Christ’s
coming. Thisalso was their grand offence against
“the churches” And on the other hand it was
the want of the oil in the vessels—proper means of
grace—which has occasioned the declension of
those who remained in “the churches,” a declen-
sion which the individuals and the churches them-
selves confess and begin to deplore.

Verse 5. “ While the bridegroom tarried theyall
slumbered and slept.” The wise slumbered, the
foolish slept. Every one knows the difference be-
tween these two states, naturally ; and between the
states with which they correspond, spiritually, and
every Adventist is familiar with the condition of
things during the period to which it applies. “ The
bridegroom tarried.”~—They must, then, of neces-
sity have had a time appointed in which they ex-
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pected him, for it would be nonsense to speak of a
person tarrying who was not expected at any par-
ticular time. Its application to the case of the Ad-
ventists is too striking to need comment.

Verse 6. * And at midnight there wasa cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh! go ye out to meet
him?” If other parts of the parable had spoken of
days or nights, it might be supposed at once that
this “midnight” was a chronological mark ; though
it may be understood in that light, it is more likely
to express the state of things when the cry is made
~—the security of midnight. Have we not had
that cry? A query has arisen in some minds,
whether we have had the true midnight cry, since
it is found that “all” who were looking for the
Lord were not particularly affected by the preach-
ing of ¢ the seventh month.” But it is well known
that the universal terms, all, every, &c., are not al-
ways to be understood in the absolute sense; (see
Matt, iii, 5; John iii, 26; xi, 48; | Cor. x, 33;)
and even if the term “all” is to be so understood
in this case, is it not true that “all those” who went
forth in the beginning of the Advent movement,
also arose from their slumbering and sleeping in
the seventh month? Certain it is that the “cry”
originated, humanl{y speaking, and did its chief
work in that part of the great field which was first
visited with the Advent doctrine in its more gen-
eral form. And as that was the only section in
which the interest had passed the crisis, which was
followed by the slumbering and sleeping, so it was
the only one which could be, or needed to be, af
fected by the cry. Those who had not had tine
to fall into that state, after receiving the Advent
truth, could not be aroused from it.

If we have not had the true cry, it is difficult to
determine why the Saviour, in a d};scourse designed
to guard his church against the dangers which they
must be exposed to, at the period of his second ad-
vent, should not have warned us of such a false
movement, as he must have seen 1t, if the move-
ment of the seventh month be “a false alarm.”
As he has given us no intimation of such a coun-
terfeit movement among his people, 1 must believe
we have had the cry denoted in the parable. Ido
not see how we could have one bearing more of
the genuine marks than that. But farther, if we
have not had the cry, that parable cannot be a
sketch of our history; it must belong to another
people and another time. Those who are denoted
by these virgins must have had a time fixed in
which they expected the Saviour; as soon as that
time passed, he must have tarried ; and from that
time, till the cry was raised, they all, i. e. a large
proportion of the body, must slumber and sleep.
All this must be found in their history, or the para-
ble cannot have a special application. But the
time in which we expected the Saviour has passed,
and the period since that should have been, with us
as a body, an unbroken period of slumbering and
sleeping, if we have not had the cry. Who, now,
will presume to say that this has been the condition
of the Adventists since the time passed in which
they expected the Saviour? It might as well be
denied that they have ever professed to expect
him. Just as certainly, therefore, as the Advent-
ists have had the state of comparative listlessness
broken, into which they generally fell, after the pass-
ing of their time, we have had the cry; for
“ whILE he tarried,” till that was made, they slum-
bered and slept. Is it not as evident that we have
had the cry, as that the virgins have gone forth to
meet the bridegroom, or that we have had the tar-
rying time? Would it not be as dangerous to ex-
pect the cry hereafter as to look into the future for
any of the way-marks by which we have been
guided in the past.

Verses 7, 8, 9. “Then [when the cry was made,]
all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps;
and the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your
oil, for our lamps are gone out; but the wise an-
swered, saying, Lest there be not enough for us
and you, go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for
yourselves.”  The “not so™ of our version, sup-
plied by the translators, gives the answer of the
wise virgins a harshness that does not belong to it.
The reading here used is authorized by the best
critics. (See Dr. Clarke.) They had proceeded
80 far, as companions, and the wise would have
aided the foolish, if it could have been done with
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safety to themselves; while they pity them, they
give them the only advice which can be of any
service.

All this was fulfilled in the seventh month. The
cry aroused all those who were first affected by the
proclamation of the Adventdoctrine. The Advent
meetings were thronged. 'Those who had “slept”
because they had denied themselves the only prop-
er means of grace, came, in the full character of
the foolish virgins: The preaching under which
they sat was unsatisfactory, and their other means
of grace with their religious associates, had not only
failed to aid them, but had been a positive hinder-
ance. They must hear Advent preaching—join
in their devotions—make them their associates.
Confessing that all was darkness, they said almost
in so many words, “Give us of your oil, for our
lamps are gone out.”

‘I'hey were met by the Adventists in the full
character of the wise virgins: “ We cannot help
you. Our destitution, our dependence, our neces-
sities are so great, we are barely provided for, so as
to hope in the mercy of God, ‘ Go ye to them that
sell,and buy for yourselves’ In God only can you
find help.”

How is it that we can have forgotten these mem-
orable traits in that scene! It seems as incredible
as that the Israelites should have forgotten the aw-
ful splendors of Sinai, in view of which they
trembled and durst not behold, so that before
Moses descended, they had forgotten all the claims
of the true God, and were dancing before the calf
they had made.

erse 10. * And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and they that were ready went
in with him to the marriage: and the door was
shut” The same carelessness which disposed
them to go forth without oil, at first, seems to have
marked this last effort also. The advice could not
have been a mockery; they did not follow it as
they should have done.

As this parable, viewed as an outline of our his-
tory, has been fulfilled, beyond dispute to my mind,
down to a point as late as that to which we are
brought by the cry, the only questions to which it
can fairly give rise are these,—Has the bridegroom
come? or, does the cry still present to us our duty:
Go ye out to meet him? And so far as our pros-
pects, as to the nearness of the advent, and our du-
ties, are concerned, it would make but little differ-
ence which of these positions we take. In either
case we should be required to take a position of
constant expectation. In either case the end of our
probationary state is involved, and our work in be-
half of the world must be, in the main, performed.

There is hardly room, indeed, since the parable
has evidently been fulfilled down to the cry, for
any other question than this—

Has taE BRIDEGROOM COME?

The decision of this question must depend upon
what is to be understood by his coming to the mar-
riage. If it means his visible coming in glory, he
has not so come. 1f it means some other event,
which is to precede his coming in glory, though
intimately connected with it, the bridegroom ma
have come in the sense of the parable. But wiﬂ
it not be spiritualizing to understand the text to re-
fer to anything but his coming as the King of Glory?
We have taken it for granted that it does speak of
this, and have read the text, in our minds, as if it
read, “ And while they went to buy, the Lord him-
self descended from heaven with a shont, with the
voice of the archangel and the trump of God—the
dead in Christ were raised, those who were his
among the living were changed, and these all were
caught up together to meet him in the clouds, to be
forever with the Lord.” These are precisely the
ideas we have attached to these words; but is there
anything like them here? Certainly not. It will
be seen, then, at once, as indeed the form of speech
requires, that the parable is to be interpreted in the
spiritual or figurative sense: and as no one suppo-
ses that Christ will be married, as human beings
are married, the only point to be settled is, What
is denoted by the coming of the bridegroom to the
marriage ?

In the interpretation of the parable, thus far, we
have visible as well as literal facts to prove its ful-
fillment, and have therefore spoken in more positive
terms than we may use in what remains, ’Fhough

the facts to which we shall refer are as literal as
those in the past, as they cannot, in the nature of
the case, be visible to us, we must speak with more
caution 1n speaking of their accomplishment.

That we may proceed intelligently, and for the
particular benefit of those who may have forgotten
them, I shall give an extract or two from Mr. Mil-
ler’s rules of interpretation, which are substantially
those of every judicious interpreter of the word of
God :—* Figures sometimes have two or more dif-
ferent significations ;—*To learn the true meaning
of figures, trace your figurative word through your
Bible, and where you find it explained, put it on
your figure; if it makes good sense you need look
no further; if not, look again.”—“Parables are
used as comparisons to illustrate subjects, and must
be explained in the same way as figures.”

Let us proceed. As there is to be something in
this movement in “ the kingdom of heaven,” which
is to be “likened” to the coming of the bridegroom
“to the marriage ”—what may be denoted by that
part of the scene? There are but two events which
the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage can
be supposed to denote.-——1. The appearing of Christ
to gather his Church to himself—2. His actual
inauguration, or coronation, as the Lord of the
whole earth.

Now let us trace “the figure through the Bible.”
And where shall we find the appearing of Christ
to gather his people, exhibited by the figure of a
bridegroom coming to a marriage, or, the act of
uniting himself to them, af that time, exhibited by
a marriage? The existence of such a case is un-
known to me. I know that the relation between
Christ and the Church is brought to view in con-
nection with the relation of marriage; and the
strongest case even of that kind is given by Paul,
Eph. v, 23—25. But there is not even a meta-
phor here, much less a parable or allegory. A
literal and well known fact is referred to, to show
what should characterize another literal and well
known fact. He refers to the subjection of the
Church to Christ, to show the proper subjection of
wives to their husbands, and to his love to the
Church, to show the love husbands should cherish
for their wives; and not to the relation of marriage, -
to illustrate the relation of Christ to the Church,
The figurative analogy between the two cases, as
forms of speech, is entirely wanting. Besides, it
refers to what then existed, in the Apostle’s day,
and not to something to talte place in the future.

Again. It is assumed, that in the marriage of
the Lamb, presented by the Revelator, the holy
city, symbolized as the Lamb’s wife, is a symbol
of the Church, or at any rate, must comprehend
the Church. Shall we suppose the bride to be the
city, and the city the church, and apply the figure
in order to see the “good sense” it makes? To
say nothing of the “sense” of making a figure of
the explanation of a figure, we would ask,—If the
bride—the city—is the church, who are the nations
of them that walk in her light?—Rev. xxi, 24. If
the city, the tabernacle of God, is the church, who
are the “men” “his people,” with whom the taber-
nacle or church is to be 2—Rev. xxi.  If 1the “wife?
is the church, who are they that are called to the
marriage supper of the Lamb, as guests ?—Rev. xix.
If the city is the church, who are they “ that do his
commandments, that they may have right to the
tree of life, and may enter in through the gatesinto
the city ?” If Jerusalem which is above, the mo-
ther oiyus all, is the church, whoare “ the children?”
and how could Isaiah say of her: “this is the heri-
tage of the servants of the Loord ?? €Compare Gal.
iv, 26, 27, and Isa. liv, 1—17.

If this 1s sufficient to show the “good sense” of
this meaning of the “figurative word,” when we
“ put it on your figure,” shall we suppose the bride
to comprehend both the city and-the church, and
see what “sense” it will make? We have only
to apply the foregoing questions, varied to express
this meaning, and we shall see that the consistency
and harmony of the figure are equally destroyed.
If the bride is brought to view in the figure, as
both the city and the church, who are the other
parties—* the children "—those of whom Christ
says, “he shall be my son?’—% his people "'—
those *who are called to the marriage supper 2"
&e. &e.

And we know that the interpretation of figura.



tive language, parables in particular, “all its parts
must be perspicuous and pertinent.”’— Horne.

But we may add here, that the manner in which
the parable closes does not appear to coincide with
events which take place at the actual appearing of
Christ, according to other portions. When he ap-
pears 1t is “to execute judgment.” The judiciary
trial and decision having been previously made by
“the Father,’ “the Son” carries the decision into
effect. And so in the case of the evil servant, at
the coming of his Lord, he is cut asunder, and his
portion is appointed with the hypocrites, where
there are weeping and gnashing of teeth. 'T'he un-
profitable servant, in the parable which follows that
of the virgins, is treated in the same manner. But
in this parable, after the bridegroom has come, and
the door is shut, there is the common mark of a re-
vival of religious interest. Prayer is heard : ¢ Lord,
Lord, open unto us.” 1f the coming of the bride-

room denotes the actual coming of Christ, and the
shutting of the door the rejection of the wicked, to
be left here to perish, is it possible, that after Christ
has appeared, and the dead are raised, and the
righteous caught up to meet the Lord, that such a
state of things can exist? To me it seems impos-
sible. It would seem to coincide much more nat-
urally with the judiciary #4al which precedes the
execution, (the judgment which bégins at the house
of God,) than with the execution itself. It seems
impossible to get to that point, by any figurative ex-
hibition of the scene thatagrees with this under con-
sideration, without referring to the other parable of
the marriage, to the fate of that one of “ the guests”
which had not on the “ wedding garment.,” “ Then
(when the King came in to see the guests) said the
King to the servants, Bind him hand and foot, and
take him away, and cast him into outer darkness ;
there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt. xxii, 11—13. That must coincide with the
execution of judgment by Christ, as the office of
the King does with the preliminary decision of the
case. In this parable of the virgins no such exe-
cution of judgment is expressed.

gain. Supposing that the appearing of Christ,
as the Judge, is denoted by the coming of the bride-
groom, and the execution of judgment, at least in
the case of the righteous, is denoted by the shutting
of the door, it is difficult to harmonize the words of
Christ in Luke xii, 35—38, which were certainly
spoken in reference to his comning, if they were not
a part of the same discourse that Matthew records
in the 24th and 25th chapters. Compare Luke xii,
39—46, and Matt. xxiv, 43—51. In Luke, the
point in the figurative representation of the truth,
at which the saved actually meet the Lord, is at
his “return from the wedding.” Now we know
that the successive steps of the marriage scene are
these, 1. The coming of the bridegroom to the
marriage, 2. The marriage itself 3. The return
from the wedding.

‘We would ask, then, is it natural, is it like him,
i. e. if we suppose these several particulars were
designed to be applied in the interpretation, to speak
to us, by a reference to two different points in the
same imagery of only one event?

Once more. [t seems to be impossible that the
coming of the bridegroom to the marriage can de-
note the actual appearing of Christ as King and
Judge, since it must be that the only act which can
be denoted by the shutting of the door, and the con-
sequent state of things must be realized, before his
appearing as King and Judge.

What may we suppose the shutting of the door
to denote? Some of our brethren talk as if there
were a literal door to be closed, for, say they, “If
the door is shut there is no passing in or out” It
is singular, indeed, if we have become so very lit-
eral, that we cannot see anything beyond an ad-
mitted figure, but the figure itself. By this act is
undoubtedly denoted the exclusion from all farther
access to saving merey, those who have rejected its
offers during their time of probation. And none
will deny that whenever the Bridegroom shall have
come, that change in the condition of the great mass
of the world will have taken place. That change
must take place when Christ closes up his work as
mediator for the world at large, in order to become
King, not at that moment to possess his kingdom,
the renewed earth, but to become king prior to its
possession. Is there any evidence from the word
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of God to show that that change in his work is to
take place any perceptible time before he appears
in his glory—before his people are made immortal ?

It must be considere(Fas settled beyond dispute
that this change in his work and office takes place
before he appears in his glory as king. 1. When
Christ appears to save his people, he appears in his
glory as King and Judge, Matt. xxiv, 30, 31 ; xxv,
34. 2. The kingdom of the God of heaven, over
which the Lord Jesus is to reign forever, is to be
sct up during the existence of the earthly king-
doms.—Dan. ii, 44. One like the Son of man
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him
near before him. And there was given him do-
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people,
nations and languages, should serve him.—Dan.
vil, 13, 14, “He returned, having received the
kingdom.”—Luke xix, 15. Then all his enemies
are slain before him. ~As “the King of kings, and
Lord of lords,” he makes war with, subdues and
exterminates “ the kings of the earth."—Rev. xvii,
14; xix, 11—21. 3. There must be a change in
his office and work, in reference to the world at
large, before, or at the time he becomes king; and
in the very nature of the case, this change must
precede the appearing of Christ as king, or the
setting up of the kingdom; for he performs the
work typified by the ¢ daily ministering” of the
priests, wntil his enemies are made his footstool,
(Heb. x, 11—13,) i. e. are given over to him as
enemies doomed to death; and are no longer the
subjects of his intercessions. And this change in
his work and office must precede his appearing to
gather his elect, for, 1. a part of his elect are under
the dominion of death, one of the enemies to be de-
stroyed, and he will not destroy that esemy till he
has been put into his hands; and, 2. as he appears
in his glory when he appears to gather his clect,
he must have received that glory before he appears
m 1t

Now, as it is almost impossible that this order of
events should not also require order of time, it would
seem that some time must elapse, how much we
cannot tell, between the closing of Christ’s interces-
sions for the world, and his appearing to gather his
elect. May not that time be marked by the Lord
himself—the first point by the coming of the bride-
groom, when the kingdom of heaven is likened
unto the virgins who go in with him unto the mar-
riage ; the Jast point by his return from the wed-
ding, when he shall receive them to the marriage
supper ?

We admit that this does not of itself prove that
the door s now shut, but as we must be very near
the end, and that act must take place before Christ
appears as king, what reason is there why it may
not have taken place, which would not exist at any
future time, before the actual appearing of Christ 2
So far as the condition of things around us bears
upon the question, it goes to confirm it. Vs. 11,
12. % Afterward came also the other virgins, say-
ing, Lord, Lord, open unto us. But he answered
and said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not”
The master of the house has risen up, the careless
are too late.

And what do we see and hear all aronna ? Why,
“the churches,” after having given a full rein to
the scoffers, the fashionable and formal among them,
in “fairs,” “ tea parties,” &c. &c., are now willing
to accommodate the more scrupulous—the class
most affected by the Advent doctrine, but who were
unwilling to confess it publicly, by taking oil in
their vessels with their lamps—(foolish virgins,)
and we hear of their calls to prayer, and special
efforts to “get up a revival” ¢ Lord, Lord, open
unto us,” But what is the result? By their own
testimony, it does not appear that there is a single
case which would have been considered, ten years
ago, hardly a noticeable case of religious interest.
‘Whether those cases which are reported, are wor-
thy of being considered conversions to Christ, is
more than doubtful. Would not the preaching of
the most obvious truths in the gospel “stop these
revivals2” If such revivals are to be received as
genuine, it is time for the adventists to return to the
churches, and not only make their confession, but
renocunce their hope. It may be shown from a
large number of facts, that the last special cases of
spiritual interest among the professed churches
were the result, directly or indirectly, of the Advent
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doctrine ; that where the docirine has been avow-
edly opposed, and its believers silenced, spiritual
death has followed, our enemies being judges. And
we do not know of a single case of noticeable reli-
gious interest but where the doctrine is received,
or at least not opposed ; and these casesare so lim-
ited in their extent and number, that they can form
no objection to the supposition that the door is shut,
but rather go to confirm it,

However, as our breihren seem determined that
if our position is correct, nothing more is to be done,
therefore we hold that there is nothing more to be
done, we may be pardoned in saying a word upon
that point. Now we can see how that all our
brethren can do, may be done, in perfect harmony
with our views. The question, here, is not, wheth-
er there is anything to be done, but, wkat is to be
done?

We believe there will be enough to do till mor-
tality is swallowed up of life, especially since there
must be, among such a diversity of opinions,
“ brethren who do err from the truth.” But we
can no more resume our old plans of spreading
the Advent doctrine, than we can labor for “ the
conversion of the world.”

We will try to make this plain. "We suppose
the condition of things, at the shutting of the door,
would be very much as it was after the day of
atonement among the ancient Jews. Let us visit
old Jerusalem as it was in the days of the prophets.
It is the tenth day of the seventh month—the day
of atonement. The preparation to partake in the
benefit of its services are plainly made known, it is
“a day for a man to affiict his soul,” and if a jubi-
lee year, to * break every yoke and let the oppress-
ed go free,” or he is “cursed,” and liable to be
“cut off from among the people.”” The appointed
sacrifices are prepared, and the son of Aaron ap-
pears in his priestly robes. The court of the tem-
ple, and every avenue which leads to it, are crowd-
ed with the multitude of worshipers, Here are
the devout and holy Isaiahs, and Jeremiahs and
Daniels, ready to taKe the position which secures
the blessing. Here are backsliders who see their
wanderings and are stricken at heart with a sense
of their sins,—they too are ready to take the re-
quired position. Here also are the penitents who
are awakened to a sense of their condition, and
these are ready to take the required position. All
these, being ready at the time, may receive the
blessing. To the case of infants, idiots, and others
whose circumstances relieve them from the respon-
sibilities of the truth, God adapts the provisions of
his mercy by a special arrangement. By the care-
less, the worldly, and those who worship merely
because others do—the largest class by far, no ben-
efit is realized.

Now if the transactions of this day are the last
to be enjoyed, for this largest class there would be
no further hope. So, too, if the devout, and the
returning backslider, and the penitent turn away
from their righteousness, knowingly and willingly,
there is no further hope for them.

All now depends upon their holding fast, and
going forward. Just so must it be, we suppose,
when Christ finishes the work of atonement. But
is there nothing more to do in such a state of things*
God forbid. %‘here is everything which the dan-
ger they are in of “falling away,’—of *drawing

ack unto perdition”—can enjoin; everything
which the desire for the salvation of a brother can
prompt; everything which the holding fast the pro-
fession of our faith, in the way of laboring to enter
into that rest, may demand.

But can any impenitent sinners be converted if
the door is shut. Of course they cannot, though
changes that men would call conversions may take

lace.

As it is a fundamental principle in the economy
of heaven, that “it is accepted according to whata
man hath,”” we know that at the closing of the door
of mercy, all who fear God and work righteousness,
according to the light they have, must be embraced
by the arms of his mercy; though asthe measure
of light they might then have, would be different,
the apparent form of their character must differ.
And there may be changes in the form of their
character, which we might call conversions, though
it would imply no change in their inward charac.
ter before God. That such may be found, for
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whom we should labor, there can be no doubt; and
in fict, it is with such a class only, few indeed is
their number, that our labors are in any way suc-
cessful. The few that makes up this class, would,
therefore, form the limits of our labors, excepting
that we exhort one another. .

If then it is so very doubtful whether the union
of Christ with his church, at his second coming, 1s
ever spoken of by the figure of a marriage, is itany
more certain that the marriage refers to the recep-
tion of the throne and kingdom? And if so, what
are the reasons for supposing that Christ has closed
up his work, to become king, and that the door is
shut ?

Let it be understood that we do not doubt that
Christ is to be united to his church, but that that
is the act denoted by the figure; nor do we doubt
that Christ is to come literally and personally.
And the act which we suppose the coming of the
bridegroom to the marriage to denote, is as literal
an act as the personal coming—just as the first step
in descending a flight of steps, is as literal as the
last step.

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

* Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is trath.”

SARATOGA SPRINGS, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1851,

Discourse with Brother Carver.

Brother Carver writes that the recent remarks in the “ Re-
view and Herald,” relative to *“the two laws,” are not satis-
factory to his mind, and that lie would like to speak in reply.
If we mistake not, however, the arguments of brother C. are
directed to prove that the law is all aholished, instead of an-
swering the Scriptural arguments adduced to support the
view that therc is a plain distinction between * the law of a
carnal commandment,” Heb. vii, 16, and that law, of which
the same apostle affirms, ¢ we know that the law is spivitual,”
Rom. vii, 14 ; or between “the hand-wtiting of ordinances,”
“ which was contrary to us,” and which was nailed to the
cross, Col. ii, 14, and “ the royal law,” which James affirms
that it is a sin to transgress, James ii, 8—12; or between
that law of which “there was made of necessity a change,”
Heb, vii, 12, and that law of which Christ says, “ till heaven
and earth pass, one jot or one tiltle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled,” Matt. v, 18; or between that
law which was *“a shadow of goad things to come,” Heb.
x, 1, which was only “imposed until the lime of reforma-
tion,” Heb. ix, 10, and that law to which John referred,
when he said that “ Whosocever committeth sin transgresseih
also the law ; for SIN IS THE TRANSGRESSION OF
THE LAW,” 1 John iii, 4; or hetween * the yoke of bon-
dage,” from which we have been made free by Christ, Gal.
v, 1,and that “law of liberty” by which we “shall be judged,”
James ii, 8—12; or between that law whieh Christ * abol-
ished in his flesh,” Eph. ii, 15, and that law which he asserts
that he did * not come to destray,” Matt. v, 17; or between
that law which he “ 100k out of the way ” at his death, Col.
it, 14, and that law which he came to “ magnify ” and “make
honarable,” Isa. xlii, 21; or between that law which Paul
calls “ good,” Rom. vii, 12, which Ezekicl testifies was such
as men should walk by, and live in, Eze. xx, 11—13, which
Nehemiah eharacterizes as “ right judgments,” “true laws,”
and “ goad statutes,” Nebh. ix, 13, and those laws which Eze.
xx, 25, declares were “ statutes that were nut gaod, and judg-
ments whereby they should not live;” or between that law,
of which Paul says there was “ verily a disnnnulling ” ** for
the weakness and unprofitableness thereof,” Heb. vii, 18,
and that law respecting which he inquires, “ Do we then
make void the law through faith 2 God forbid; YEA WE
ESTABLISH THE LAW.,” Rom, iii, 31; or between
that law of retaliation, *an eye for an eye, andl a teoth for a
tooth,” which Christ declares should not be binding, Matt. v,
38, 39, and that law, respecting which he aflirms, that who-
soever should “ break one” ol its *“least commandments,
and teach nien so,” should be af “ no esteen in the reign of
heaven,” Matt. v, 19 (Camphelt’s Translation ;) ur hetween
the law of Moses, which the apostles called a yoke of hond-
age, which neither they nor their  fathers were able to bear ™
Acts xv, 5,10, and the law of God. which Paul delighted in
and served with his mind, Rom, vil. 22—25 and to whieh
nothing but the carnal mind is opposed, Rom. viii, 7; or be-
tween that law which is the middle wall of partition hetween
Jews and Gentiles, Eph. ii, 14, and that taw, the work of
which, even the Gentiles are said to have written in their
hearts, Rom. ii, J2—15; or between “ the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances,” which was abolished by
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Christ, Eph. ii, 15, and “ the commandments of God,” which
it is « the whole duty of man” to keep, Eccl. xii, 13, which
are brought to view by the third angel, Rev. xiv, 12, which
the remnant of the seed of the woman were keeping when
scen by John, Rev. xii, 17, and which will ensure to those
who observe them, access to the tree of life. Rev. xxii, 14,

The one law God gave in person, and wrote with his own
finger, in the tables of stone. Ex. xxiv, 12. The other was
given through Moses, and written by his hand in a book
2 Chron. xxxiv, 11. The one {s a moral law which grows
out of the nature of the relation which man sustains to God,
and to his fellow man, the principles of which have been in
force since man has had an existence. The other is a law
of shadows which pointed men forward to redeniption through
Jesus Christ, and ceased when the great atonement for the
sins of the world was made. Col. ii, 17. The one law per-
tained only to Isracl; to the other, all mankind were ame-
nable. By the one, the whole world was condemned and
shown to be guilty before God, BRom. iii, 19. Dy the other
was given a typical atonement, which pointed forward to him
who should die for the sins of' the world. The one having
recached its antitype is abolished; but the other stands, if
possible, on a firmer basis than ever. Rom. iii, 31, For the
immutibility of its character is shown in that the Son of Cod
must lay down his life, before guilty man could be rescucd
from its just sentenee. Though the law was not written be-
fore God himself engraved it with his own finger un the ta-
bles of stone, yet it is certain that cach principle embudied in
the Decalogue, did exist in the very beginning. Ior ai the
time when “ God made man upright,” there was not one of
these principles which he could violate. e could not have
other gods, he could not huve graven huages, he could nat
take the name of God in vain, he could not trample under
foot the day which God then sanctified, (Gen. i, 2, 3; Ex.
xx, 8—11; Mark ii, 27,) he could not dishonor his parents,
or kill, or commit adultery, or steal, or boar false witness, or
covet. For these first principles, grow out of the very nature
of things, and so long as man remained a holy being, he
could never violate one of them. That he had this law im-
planted in his being, may be proved from the fact that nat-
ural men stili retain somethiog of the work of the law written
in their hearts. Rom,ii, 12—15. But prior to the fall of
man, the typical or cercmonial law could have no existence.
It was the transgression of the Jaw of his Maker that laid the
foundation for the typical law. As soon as sin entered into
the world, the typical taw, pointing sinful man forward to
the great atonement, began to be developed. Witness the
sacrifices of Cain, Abel, Noah, Abraham, lscae, Jacoh, and
in short, witness the gradual developement of that taw which
was a “ shadow of good things to come.”

Frem the summniit of Sinai, God gave his holy law to Israel,
in ten precepts, “and he added no more” Then he pro-
ceded, (with an oceasional reppetition of the precepts or prin-
ciples of the Decalogue.) to give them through Moses, « the
hund-writing of ordinances,” which should point thein for-
ward to the great Sacrifiec that should be oered for the sins
of the world. When that sacrifice was offered, the shadow
ceased, having reached the body by which it was cast. But
there was a real law by which men were condemned, that
made it necessary that Christ should die in their stead. Ram.
i, 19. The death of Christ was noet for the purpose of abol-
ishing this Jaw, but to make an alonement for the transgres-
sors, so that they could be pardoned.

H. E. Carver. Pro. White, As you have been sokind as
to send me a number of the “ Review ard Herald,” and have
invited a_review of the argaments contained in your answer
to Bro. J. B. Cook’s reply to Bro. E. D. Cook, I take the
privilege to comply with the invitation, and to give the view
af the matter, as presented to my mind,  Your first quotation
is Rom. 1i, 13, “ For not the hearers of the law are just be-
fore God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” Now
it is not my purpose fo array Paul against” Paul, nor to ex-
plain what I dv not claim to understand clearly, but by read-
ing on to verse 19 of chapter iii, I read as follows: ** Now
we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to
themwho arce under the law: that every mouth may be stopper,
and all the world may becone guilty betore God.  Thercfore
by the deeds of the law, there shall no jflesh be justificd in kis
sight : for by the law is the knowledge of sin. © But now the
rightoousnoss of God without the Jaw is manifested, being
witnessed by the faw and the prophets. Even the righteous-
ness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unta all, and
upon all those that believe; for there is no difference,”

Answer,  We hold no views of Rom. ii, 13, which make
any discrepancy with Rom. iii, 19, Fad men continued
* dacrs of the law,” they would have remained in a state of
justification, and never have fallen under its fearful condem-
nation, as we learn from Rom. iii, 19, that all men have.
Since man has fullen, however, the law of Moses, with all
its sacrifices and offerings, can never afford him justification
before Gud, lLecause those sacrifices can mever take away
sins.  Aects xiti, 38, 39; Heb. x, 1—4, Those who have
the law written in their bearts by the Spirit of God, and who
through grace fulfill “the precept of the law,” are the only

ones who ean now he called “the docrs of the law.” W
arc justified by faith alone; but faith, if it exists, must -~ work
by love;” and the love of God consists 1n keeping his com-
mandments, 1 John v, 3.

The doctrine stated by Paul in this chapter, is worthy of
careful study, and lasting remembrance. The great truth
that the law of God condemns the whole world, is here une-
quivocally stated. The reason is also given in distinct terms:
Al have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”
Verse 23. And such is the justice of this condemnation,
that © every mouth” is “stopped.” "What is now brought to
view as the hope of lost men ? Is it that God will take back
his law, and receive those into his faver who are now con-
demnaid before him?  Soaner would heaven and earth pass
“ than one tittle of the law” of God. How then may men
be justified before God, who now arce condemned and guilty
in his sight 7 The apostle answers; “ Being justified freely
by his grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith
in his blond, to declare his righteousness, for the remission of
sins that are past, through the forhearance of God ; to declare
[ say at this time his righicousness: that he might be just,
and the jostifier of himn that believeth in Jesus.”  Verses 24
—28. That God, instead of abwlishing bis law, should give
Lis own Son to die in the place of those who have Droken it,
and should offer pardon to such only as should avail them-
selves of this propitiation, is proof of the strongest character
possible, that that law is immutalle. Those only who avail
themselves of his propitiation are “ delivered from wrath;”
the claims of the Jaw remain good vn all beside ; for they are
left to answer the demands of the broken law. The great
idea held out in theNew Testament, is that of pardon through
faith in the blood of Jesus; butif his death abolished the
law, the consequences are precisely the same whether men
avail themnselves of pardon or not. If they are pardoned it is
well ; if they are not, there is no law which condemnns them.
The fact that we are so urgently entreated to seek pardon
through the blood of Jesus, shows that we may expect the
fearful sentence of the law to be executed upon us. if we do
not aveil ourselves of it.  Paul has settled the question, how-
cver, as brother C. might have seen, ¢ by reading on to versc”
31, “Do we then make void the law through faith? God
farbid : yea WE ESTABLISH THE LAW.” Whether
brother C. will abide by the doctrine of this chapter, or will
attempt “to array Paul against Paul,” we shall see hercafter,

H. . C. Gal. iii, 11, But that no man is justified by the
logte in the sight of God,itis evident; for the just shall live by
tnith. And the law is not of fuith, but, the man that doeth
them shalt live in them. Christ hath redeewed us from the
curse of the law, In the twenty-first verse of this chapter,
Paul argues, that if there had been a law given WHICH
COULD HAVE GIVEN LIFE, verily righteousness
should have been by the law ; but in consideration that faith
in Christ is requisite to salvation, it is evident that no such
law was cver given—not even the ten commandments.

Answer, You have abundantly proved the doctrine that
the law condemns the whole warld, and that none can be
justified in the sight of God, except through faith in the Lord
Jesus Chyist. He has “ redeemed us from the curse of the
law.” But how? By abolishing it? No! verily. By of
fering up bimselt' in our stead. 1 Pet. ii, 24. He took the
curse upon himself. Gal. iii, 13, He did not * destroy the
law ;" he submitted himself to its pepalty. But how many
arc delivered from the curse of the law? Ts it all the world ?
or is it such only as make a personal application of the atone-
ment to themselves?  If the former view be correet, then the
doctrine of Universalism is true, for the atonement avails
equally for those who do not, as for those who do, accepl it,
If, bowever, it is those only who belicve on the Son of Gad,
who are redeemed from the curse of the law, then the world
is left under it, and remains in the fearful state described in
Rom. jii, 19; and will have to answer, not only for breaking
the law, but also for treading under foot the Son of God, who
died to redeem them. The reason why the law could not
give life, was not because the law was not “holy,” “spirit-
ual,” and “ perfect,” but because men had broken it; and it
could only condemn them, and show their guilt before God,
Hence the apostle says that “by the law is the knowledge
of sin.””  There is scen, therefore, the absolute necessity of
the death of Jesus Christ. 'When, therefore, the New Tes-
tament holds out pardon through him, it is because the law
condemns us, and we are exposed Lo its just sentence.

- H.E. C. Our Lord did not deny that the young man had
kept the commandments from his youth up, and yet applied
a test to his character, that is not named in that jaw.

Answer, If the young man had actually kept the com-
mandinents, he would most certainly have entered into Jife,
Matt. xix, 16, 17; Rev. xxii, 14, The test applied to him
by Jesus, was ealculwed to undeceive him, with regard to
himself; for had he, a ricH MaN, laved his “ neighbor as hin-
self” he would have sold cheerfully, and GIVEN To THE

POOR.”’



H. E.C. By reading Gal. iii, 19, we find that the apostle
was speaking of the law given four hundred years afler the
promises made to Abraham and his seed, (Christ.) That
law was the law of ten commandnients, given by God from
Sinai, and it was added (to the promises,) because of trans-
gressions TILL the secd (Christ) should come. Verse 2.
“But after that faith is come we are no longer under a
schoolmaster,” (the law.)

Answer. There is but onec sense in which it could be
sail that the law of God “ was added to the promiscs.” The
covenant made with Abrahain secured to him and to his
seed the promised inheritanee, and recognized one ground of
justification, which is indeod the only one, viz: “the right-
eousness of faith.” The covenant which God afterward
made with his natural sced, added another condition of jus-
tification, viz: “ the rightcousness of perfect ohedience,” Ex.
xix; xx; Jer. xi, 4, 5; Gal. ity, 12. This being perfectly
just, and yetsuch a covenant as falten, guilty man has never
yet complied with, it is evident that if the inheritance is to
be obtained by this cgndition only, thea are the promises to
Abraham made void and of nonc cffeet. The law is not
“against the promises,” but it is cextain that we cannot hope
for the inheritance through a law which alveady condemns
the world. “The Secripture (by meane of the law) hath
concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus
Christ, might be given to them that believe”” But when
the promised seell came, one was found who eould render
acecptable obedience to all the claims of the holy law. IHe
kept his Father’s commandments, and then gave up himsclf
to die, because we had broken themn. Then he could give
us a covenant founded upon better promises, even the New
Testament in his blood. Luke xxii, 20. FHe offers to usthe
merits of his death, as the foundation of our hope of pardon ;
he grants usg the renewing of the Holy Spirit, and places tue
1AW or GoD IN ouR uBarTs. Rom. v.G,8,9; Ileb. vii, 10.
The seed * to whom the promises were made,” did not ¢ come
to destroy the law;” on the contrary he enforced it, by say-
ing that « Whosoever therefore shall violate, or teach others
to violate, were it the least of the commandments, shall be in
no esteen in the reign of heaven; but whosoever shall prac-
tice and teach them, shall be highly esteemed in the reign of
heaven.” Matt. v, 19, Campbell’s Transiation.

The idea that tho law is our schoolmaster to bring us to
Christ, that we may be justified by faith, is often urged as
proof that the law is abolished. Idow is the law our school-
master to bring us to Christ?  'We answer, it shows our guilt
and just condemnation, and that we arc lost without a Sa-
viour. Flear the apostle Paul, who was converted since the
time when it is said the law was abolished, “I uap Nov
KNOWN SIN BUT BY THE LAw.” Rom vii,7. “ By 1B LAW
Is THE ¥NOWLEDGE oF sIN.””  Rom. iii, 20, Read a full ac.
count of Paul's experience in this school, also, hisdeliverance
from the carnal mind, which ‘““is not subject to the law of
God.” Rom vii, 7—25; viii, 1—7. The instruction of the
law is ahsolutely necessary, for without it, we can never
know our guilt in the sight of Ged. It sliows our just con-
demnation, its penalty hangs over our heads; we find our-
setves lost, and fly to Jesus Christ.  'What does he do tosave
us from the eurse of the law 7 Does he abolish the law that
he may save its transgressor? He assures us that he did
‘“not come to destroy” it; and we know that the law bring
“ hoty, just and good,” cannut be taken back, without destroy-
ing the government of him who gave it.  Does the Saviour
modify its character and lessen its demands?  Tar from it.
He testifios that “one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law tilf all be fulfilled.”  Matt. v, 18; Luke xvi, 17;
James ii, 10. And he shows that those who in heart comuit
any act of iniquity, are trunsgressors of the law, Matt. v,
22, 27,23; 1 Joha ifi, 15, If the Saviour did not abolish or
refax the law, how can those who have fled to him ©for re-
fuge,” hope for salvation? What does he do, to save the
transgressors fram tho sentenee of the law? e gives up
himself to dic in their stead.  He lays down his own “lifo o
ransom for many”” Matt, xx, 2%, “Gal 8o loved the
warld, that he gave his only begotten Son. that whosoever
belicveth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
John i, 14, Man, thouzh justly condeamned, can now be
pardoned without dishonuring God, or making void his law.
God can be just, and yet the justificr of hiw which helieveth
in Jesus. Rom. iii, 25, 26. Had the law been abolished xt
the death of Christ, it could not have been a schuolmaster
many years afterward to bring the Galatiunsto Christ.  Paul
testifios that he “IIAD NOT KNOWN LUST, EXCEPT TUE LAW
HAD sub Tyou suaLT NoT cover.”  But an abalished law
could never have convinced him of sin us a transgressor.
Jaates ii, 8 9; Rum. iv, 15, We cannat knaw sin ** but by
the lean,” hint if the taw was abolished hy theileath of Cliriat,
the world has never known its sinful state, or realized its
need of a Saviour.  'We may state on the highest authority,
that the law Lirines us to faith, for justification. and that faith
does not make void the law, but estahlishes it.  Gal. i, 23;

THE REVIEW AND HERALD.

Rom. iii, 31, The fact that the law is our schoolmaster to
show us the claims of God, and our own just condewnation,
is dircet evidence that it llas not been abolished; hence
though we have been pardoned througit the death of Jesus,
and thus rescued from its righieous sentcnce, we can never
violate its precepts, without being convinced by it as trans-
gressors.

H. E.C. This brings us to another point in your argu-
ment. You state, and truly teo, that God spake the fen
commandments to Israel with an andible voice, and wah bis
own finger wrote them on the talles of stone. * These
words the Lord spake unto all your assembly, in the aiount
out af the midst of the fire, of the clouwd, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice; and he added no more an | e
wrote them on two fables of stone.” Deut.v, 22, 2. The
ten commandments are called “a law. *“ And the Lord
said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and I will give thee tables of stone, anila Jlaw.”  lix
xxiv, 12, 3. This law of conupandments Gad cails ¢ bis
covenant.” “And he declared unto you his covenant,
which he commanded you to perform, even ten comuand-
ments, and he wrote thent upon two tables ot stone,”  Deut,
iv, 13, Now turn with me to the New Testament, an et
us see in what estimation the apostle Paal held that “ law?
or “covenant.”  Gal. iv, 3. - Tell we, yo that dosire to
e under the law, do ye not hear the law ? ~ For it is written,
that Abraham had two sons; the one by a bond-mukl. the
other by a free woman.  Bat he wha was of the bond-wowaa
was born after the fleshi; but he of the free womun was hy
promise. ‘Which things are an allegory : for these are the
two covenants; the ono from tite mount Sinai which gon-
dereth to bondage, which is Agar.  For this Agar is mount
Sinai in Arabia. and answereth ro Jerusalein, which now is,
and is in bondage with her childrea.  But Jerusalem which
18 above is tree, which s the wother of us all.”  Verse 30.
“ What saith the Seripture? Cast out the bond-woman
and her son: for the son of the bund-woman shall not be
heir with the son of the free wowan. So then, bretiven,
(said Paul) we are not childien of the bond-woman, but of
the free. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Chirist trath made us free, and be not entangled again wiih
the yoke ef bondage.” (The old Sinaic cvvenant.)

Answer. The remarks to which Lrother C. takes excep-
tions were directed to show the distinction betwcen “the
law of God ” and “ the hand-writing of ordinancrs.”” We
think there is no propricty in applying the remarks of Paul
respecting the faw which contained the aceount of Abrabaw’s
family, 1o the ten commandmeats which contain no reference
to that family. But we will notice the remarks of Paul re-
specting “the two cavenants.”” By the first covenant, God
took the whole nation of Israel, or © the children of the flesh,”
to be his people. Ex. xix. And hie chose Jerusalom as the
place of lis name. 2 Chron. vi, 6. These in the allegory,
are represented by Ishmael and Agar,  Gal. iv, 25, When
God eatered into covenant with Isvacl, he gave them his baoly
law in person, aad also gave them through Moscs the law
of carnal ordinances, with its “ meats and drinks and divers
washings.” e gave them also a typical atorement, and a
typical piiesthood, in the tabernacle which was the pattern
of the true.  The law of God condemnced tliem as transgtes-
sors; the law of Moses with all ils sacrifices, could not take
away their sins because it could offer no real atonenient.
Hebh. x, 11, Becausc they broke the covenant thus made
with them, the Lord prowised by the prophet Jeremiah, that
lte would make a new covenant founded upen better prom-
IIc now takes belicvers only, “the children of prom-
ise,” and he chooses Jerusalem which is above. Heb. xii, 22,
‘These, in the allegory, are represented by Isaac and Sarabh.
Gal.iv, 26, 28, IN 1HE HEAQTS O TIIS PEOPLE HE PUTS
INS LAW, AND IN TIEIR MINDS DE Writes rr. Ideb. x, 16,
Efe gives them a real atonement, and ““a great high priest ”
to minister for them before God in “the true tabernacle ”
tleb. 3, 35 iv, 14; viii, 2. He makes them frce, not from
the law of God, but from the transgression of the law—sin,
and {rom the yoke of bondage—the faw of’ carnal ordinances,
L Johy ili, 4, 55 Aets xv, 5, 10; Gal. v, 1,2, The bondage
of the Jewish church did not consist in that God had given
themn bis law, but because they were its transgressors—the
servants of sin.  John viii, 33--36, The freedom of the
children of “Jerusatem which is above,” does not consist in
that the law has been abolished, but in that they have been
made free from sin. Rom. vi, 22, But “the yoke of bondage,”
acrording to the view of broth r C.,is the ten command-
ments.  The libeity then, in which we are to stand fast, is
that liberty which a removal of their restraint would give.
“ Blesseu libezty I” exclaims the idotater, the blasphewer, the
murderer, the adulterer, the thief, the fulse witness and the
cavetous.  But, perhaps, brother C. will reply, that it is the
Subbatiy, which was “ the yoke of bondage,” and the freedom
in which we are to stand fast is a freedon to break the fourth
commandment anly,  'We would then ask brother C. if *“ rus
SaBBaTU Was MADE FOR MaN,” how it has become “a yoke
of bandage 77 If it e what the prophet requires vs 1o eall
it, viz: “a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable,” how
can it be such a delight to trample it down, or a liberty, in
which we are to stand fast, to break it 7 Isa. Iviii, 13, 14.

ises,
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Would you not be satisfied with the law of God as it is, if
you had not some degree of the carnal mind?  Rone. viii, 7.
Had you realy desired to “sve in what light the apostle
Pual hed that law,” (the ton commundments,) would you
not Lave guoted some of those texts in which he rofors to it?
Rom. vii, 7, 12, 14, 22,85, < I had net known sin, but by
the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said,
Phou shalt not covet.” « Wherefore the law is holy, and
the commandment holy, jast and goud.” ¢ For we know
thut the Jaw 1s spiritual”” & For [ delight in the law of God,
alter the inward man”  Rom. viii, 7.« Beeanuse the earnal
mind is enmity against God : for it is not subject to the law
of God, ncither indeed can be” Rom, iii, 31. “ Do wo
then make void the faw through faith? God forbid : yea, we
estublish the Law.

H. B.C. T now wish to eall your attentian to Paul's let.
ter to the Flebrews. L have not ‘space to qnote largely, nor
to comment frecly. even were it neecssary. But I ennsider
the “word? here spuken, too piain to need eomment,
(Ieb. vii, 1, 12. I, therclore, perfection were by the Levi.
tieat priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,)
waat farther need was theie that another priest should arise at-
ter the order of Melevisedee, aud not be cailed alter the order
of Mron? - Sarely there would by none ;. for as we have al-
ready seen, if there had been a Law given whieh couLp have
given fife, then righteousness, here ealicd perfsetion, would
lrive been by that fuw.  Gul.iil. 21, And that two under
the Levitical pricsthoad.  But thes iden Paul repudintes, and
deelares, verse 12, that  that the priesthond being chunzed,
there is nade of neecssity a change also of the law.” Verse
19. « For the law made nathiny perfeet, but (it war) the
bringing in of a better hope, by the whieh we draw nigh un-
s God.” Verse 32« By sa much [the oath of God] was
Jesus made the surety of A Brrrer covenaxr.”  Chapter
vii, 6. ¢ Bot now hath he (our high pricst) obtained A more
EXCELLENT aNisTRY by haw mueh also ho is 1he mediator
of A BETTER COVENANT, which wus estabhshed up-
s hetter promises,” (compare with Gal iii, 15—18) i For
if that first covenant (Sinaic) had beea fanltless, then shonld
10 place have been sought tor the second, (Siomic.)  For
finding fault with them he saith, Behold the days come saith
the Lord, when I will inake a new cocenant with the house
of Isract and with the house of Jadah.” Chapter xii, 18,
reads thus: ¢ For ye are not 2ome unto the moaat that might
he touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackncss,
and durkacss, and tempest, and the sound of a trampet, and
the voice of words; which voice they that beard entreated
that the word should not be spokeu to them any more, * * %
But v& Are coxu unto mount Zion, * ¥ * wud to Jesus the
mediator of the NEW COVENAN'T, and to the blond of
sprinkling, that speaiseth bettor things than that of Abel?

Aunswer. It is by confounding thut Jaw which was mag-
nificd, made honorable, established, which is holy, just, per-
fect, spiritual, good, royal, with that law which was abolished,
taken out of the way, nuiled to the cioss, changed, disannul-
led on account of its weaknsss and unprofitableness, that
brother Carver raises his argument from Hebrews vit. The
apostle, in this chupter, speaks of thatlaw which pertained to
the Lievitical priesthond, its sacrifices and oﬂ'crhigs, and not
to «that faw” which had no mention of priesthood in it.
Bx. xx, ‘The idea that cven the ten commandments eonld
not give life, is no argument against their perpetnity.  Tho
reason why they could not give life, was beeause mun had
transgrossed them, and (allen under their fearful con lemnna-
tion, Rom,. iit, 19. This made a real atobement neCessury,
instead of thie typical ons comnccted with those priests.
When the apostle speaks of a cliumge of the law necessarily
fllowing a change of the priesthood, we understand him to
refet to that law which regulated the Levitical priesthood in
cvery particulur, and not to that law which had no meation
of pricsthood in 1t. The onc is a law of which there was
* verily a disannulling, for the weakness and unprofilable.
negs thereof;” the other is a law which is not made void by
faith, but cstablished by it, and wnitien in the heart by the
Spirit of God.

We cume now to Tiebrews viii. The promisvs on which
the two eovenants were based, are here notieed.  The first
cavenant required entire obedience to the law of God, (Jer.
xi, 4, 55 vh, 22, 23 ; Ex. xix, 3—9; xx.) but did not con-
tuin thase clear and gracious promiscs of pardon through
Jesng Christ, that were needed by failen, guilty man. Henee
it was nat faultless, though the law of Gud on which it was
based as its conditions, is pronounced by both Testaments,
perfeet, holy, just ax:d good. Ps. xixj exix; Rem. vii, 12,
t4. The first eovenant * waxed old ? because its conditions
werc not kept: hence the new covenant, based on better
promises, was introduced. This covenant offers to us the
great atancment, from whenee we may receive pardon for
our transgressions of the law of God, reveals to us the foun-
tiin of gruce from whence we may receive strength to render
obedience, and places the Iaw of God in qur hearts. Roin. v,
Bw11, 20, 21 ; e xxxi, 33; Heb. x, 16. The transition
from the old ¢ vant to the new, is marked hy the death of
the Testator, Heb. ix, 15—17; 1 Cor. xi, 25; Gal. iii, 19,
But if the law of God was abolished at that time, then it was
not in existence to pluce in the hearts of his people! We see
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nothing in Heb. xii, to show that the law of God is abolished.
It shows, indeed, that we have a real atonement ¢ the bleod
of sprinkling,” instcad of that typical atonement that ¢ could
never take away sins.” And that we have a great high
priest, holy, harmless, undefiled, scparate from sinners, and
made higher than the heavens, the mediator of the new cov-
enant, through whom we can come into the presence of God.
But it does not show that the law of God has been destroyed.
What though the first covenant failed, because the law of
God wasbroken? ‘The apostle shows that the new covenant
contains promises that meet the exigencics of the case. The
first covenant seems to grow out of relations which man sus.
tained to God before the fall. 'The new covenant grows out
of the relations which man has sustaincd to God. since the
fall. The onc sets before him his duty, and treats with him
as though he were able to perform it ; the other recognizes
his fallen condition, and offers him strength to perform the
duties set before him. The whole matter shows God's re-
gard for hislaw, He does not leave man until he have per.
formed that concerning which he spake to him—till he have
placed man where he may fulfill the righteousness of the law,
Rom. viii, 1——7. The glories of that city of God enshroud
one thing, that youseem to overlook ; * THE ARK OF HIS TES-
TAMENT " is there. Rev. xi, 19.

H. E. C. Deut. xviii, 15—19. ¢ The Lord thy God will
raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, like unto
me ; unto him shall ye hearken. According to all that thou
desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the as-
semtly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord
my God, neither let me see this great fire any more, that I
die not. And the Lord said unto me, they have well spoken
that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my
words in his mouth ; and he shall speak unto them all that
Ishall command him. And it shall come to pass that who-
soever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak
in my name, I will require it of him.” This is in substance
the same aliuded to by Paul, when speaking of the two cov-
enants, and it proves that the law given hy the voice of God
upon Sinai, was to be superseded by a new law that should
be communicated by a prophet sent of God. The apostle
Peter in the temple at Jerusalem applies this prophery to Je.
sus, and the first Advent. So does Paul. Heb, i, 1, 2 xil,
25. See also John i, 1—18, particularly verses 17, 18. « For
the law was given by Mases, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ.  No man hath seen God at any time ; the onl
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hat
declared him.” Jesus himself testifies to the same truth.
John xvii, 8. % For I have given unto them the worps
WHICH THOU GAVEST ME AND THEY HAVE RECEIVED THEM.”

Answer. That the Lord Jesus Christ was that Prophet
who was to be RAISED UP IN THE PLACE oF Mosks, we be-
lieve as fully as yourself. We also believe that his sayings
have taken the place of the law of Moses. But that law
which God gave in person, was entirely distinct from the lJaw
of Moses. Ex xx. We know of no proof that that law was
“ superseded,” or destroyed by the sayings of Jesus Christ.
The atonement made by him for our transgressions of that
Jaw, iz the only foundation of our hope. Never have we
rested the hope of heaven, on the idea that Christ abolished
a part of the commandments, and that we might be saved,
even though we “ break ” them, and * teach men so.”

H.E.C. Jesus promiscd that the Holy Ghost should
teach the disciples all things, and bring all things to their
remembrance, whatsoever he had said unto them; and he
prayed for those who should belicve on him through their
word. Now I ask in conclusion, why it is that nothing plain
and positive has been said by our Lord or his apostles con-
cerning the Sabbath. He has spoken plainly, and positively,
on other points of duty, and yet nothing stronger than infer.
ence, as I conceive, can be gleaned from the teachings of
Christ or the apostles. On the other hund, we find the Sa-
viour and his disciples traveling through the corn on that day,
and plucking the corn, which was certainly opposed to the
Jetter of the law.  And when the Pharisees demanded that
he should rebuke his disciples, he not only refused to do so,
but asscrted his superiority over the Sabbath, and conse-
quently over the Jaw of wluch the Sabbath is a part. And
T am not aware of one instance where the apostles enjoined
the obscrvance of it as a duty, althougl. ~pportunities were
not wanting, where they might properly have introduced the
subject. See the directions of the apostles and elders and
brethren, to the brethren which are in Antioch, and Ryria,
and Cilica. Aects xv, 23, 29. Here was a goud opportunity
to inculcate the doctrine, but we read nothing of the kind.
Why this silenee on a subject which you regard so highty?
I pause for a reply.

Cincinnati, (0.,) Aug. 18, 1851,

Answer. So then, brother Carver, you make Jesus guilty
of breaking the fourth commandment! And then justify
him on the ground of superiority to the law. The Pharisees,
indeed, charged Lim with breaking the Sabbath, but he jus-

tified himself and his disciples on the ground that those acts | P

with which they found fault, were acts of mercy, and conse-
quently lawful, [i. e. according to the law.] Will you stand
with the Pharisces, or with the Son of God? Jesus Christ
isthe Lord of the Sabbath, even as the husband is the lord
of the wife; not to destroy, to put away, or to take another,
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but to cherish, protect, defend. Mark ii, 27,28; 1 Cor. xi,
9; 1 Pet. iii, 6. Jesus was “ MADE UNDER THE LAW,” and
he testifies respecting himself that he had kept his Father's
commandments. Gal. iv, 4 5 John xv, 10. Who but the
Pharisees dare affirm that he did not? 'The apostle John
testifies that ¢ Sin is the transgression of the law, * * * and
in him is no sin.” 1 Johniii, 4,5. In him thercfore was
no transgression of the law. Had he, himself, been a sinner,
how much would his sacrifice ayail for a sinful world?
1 Pet. iii, 18.

It is truo that the fourth commandment is not repeated in
the New Testament ; it is also true, that the first, the sec-
ond, and the third, are not. But who from this considera.
tion dares to brcak them? The apostles did not assemble at
Jerusalem, at the time referred to, to determine whether the
commandments of God were binding, but to determine
whether “ it was needful to circumcise them, (the Gentiles)
and to command them to keep the law of Moses.” Acts xv,
5, 6. Henes, in the letter written by them, they treat upon
the question respecting which they had assembled—not upon
the duty of keeping the commandments, Though neither
of the first four commandments are quoted in the New Tes-
tament, the testimony of our Lord, and his apostles, was so
decisive with regard to them all that we read of no dispute
on the subject. Matt. v, 17—19. ¢ Think not that I am
come to destroy the law, or the prophets; Iam not cometo
destroy, but to fulfill. For verily, I say unto you, Till heaven
and earth pass, onc jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from
the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall
break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men
50, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven:
but whosoever shalt do, and teach them, the same shall be
called great in the kingdom of heaven.” Rom.iii,3t. «“ Do
we then make void the law through faith? God forbid:
yea, we establish the law.”  James i, 8—10. * If ye fulfill
the royal law according to the Scripture, Thou shalt love
thy ncighbor as thyself, ye do well: But if ye have respect to
persons, ye conumit sin, and are convinced of the law as trans-
gressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” 1 John iii, 4. * Who.
soever committeth sin transgresseth also the law ; for sin is
the transgression of the law.” 1 John v, 3. < For thisis the
love of God that we keep his commandments ; and his com-
mandments are not grievous.” J.N. A.

[We give the following excellent remarks upon ¢ The
Seventh Month” from the « Voice of Truth,” copied into
the ¢« Advent Herald,” of Jan. 8th, 1845, which shows the
“ original,” and at that time, the unanimous faith of the Ad-
vent body. Brethren, “call to remembrance the former
days, in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a
groat fight of afflictions.”]

The Seventh Month.

We have now reached a point in our investiga-
tions where a very important question arises. If the
seriptures do not warrant the expectation of the ap-
pearing of Christ on the tenth day of the seventh
month, niore than on any other day, then it is asked,
in what light are we to view the recent proclamation
of his coming on that day? Was it all the work of
man? or did God gnide and bless the work?

1. Supposing the “tenth day” had been preach-
ed abstractly, it would have been powerless; it
would have produced no more effect this, than on
any previous year. There were other evidences
which did, and we still believe do define the year of
Christ’s coming. These evidences we then thought,
and still believe, justified us in strongly looking for
the coming of the Lord at the commencement of the
present Jewish civil year, which auswered to our Oc-
tober. And had the tenth day been left out of the
question, we believe the virgins would have been
waked up to some extent at least, to the work of
trimming their lamps, by the proclamation of the ap-
proach of the first day of the Jewish civil year, the
point of time in which we had good reason to expect
the termination of the prophetic numbers. Hence
the foundation on which the recent cry was based,
has not been in the least impaired by the mistake
detected in the tenth day.

2. Judging a tree by its fruits, or a fountain by its
stream, we cannot doubt that God was in the late
movement among us. We admit there were some
extravagances and wrongs, as might be expected, in
a high state of religious excitement. Yet the gen-
eral fruits are what give character to the cause that
roduces them, The fruits have been deep search-
ings of heart, full consecration of self and all to God,
turning from sin, following the Lord in baptism, and
a willing submission to all of his commandments and
ordinances. A parallel cannot be found in the his-
tory of the chureh, since the days of primitive chris-
tianity. In short, if the nature of any cause can be

determined by its fruits, we think we may safely de-
cide that this work was of God.—With our present
light we cannot honestly decide otherwise.

3. Admitting as we must, that the coming of
Christ is at the door, then the parable of the ten vir-
gins has a most striking fulfillment in the late move-
ment among us. If the cry at midnight, was to be
made in probationary time, then we have not a doubt
that it Aas been made in the proclamation of the
coming of Christ in the seventh month, And that
it was to be made in probationary time, appears evi-
dent from the fact, that after being made, the virgins
arise, trim their lamps; some call for oil—they are
told what to do—they go to buy ; and after all this,
the Bridegroom comes. From these considerations
we are constrained to look upon this work, though
disappointed and mistaken in a certain point, as hav-
ing the hand of God in it. Just such a work as
the parable of the ten virgins, and other portions
of scripture warrant us in looking for immediately
before the coming of the Lord.

In answer to the question how can this be the work
of God, and yet be attended with so many disap-
pointments? we simply answer, Moses expected an
early deliverance of his people, but was disappointed,
and cryed out under his disappointment, “ Wherefore
hast thou so evil entreated this people? Why is it
that thou hast sent me ? for since I came to Pharaoh
to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this peo-
ple; neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.”
Ex. v, 22, 23. God however, did subsequently jus-
tify his own ways in their deliverance. And we
doubt not he will deliver his %eople now when he
has sufficiently tested their faith and love for him.

Jonah was told to predict the day of Ninevah’s
destruction ; yet God spared the city. He also told
Abraham to sacrifice his son; yet he commanded
him to stay his hand from obeying his command.
And will any one say the work of the Lord was not
in these cases of disappointment and seeming con-
tradiction? 'They will not, if they are believers in
the bible. Then why say that God cannot be in a
cause now that has been attended with some mis-
takes and disappointment on the part of his imper-
fect children? On this principle you may sap the
foundation of every good cause.

The conclusion of the whole matter 7s,

1. That though we have been disappointed and
mistaken in the application of’ some scriptures, we
are not disheartened, nor discouraged ; from the con-
soling consideration that we have good evidence,
that God has been with us, And though he has suf-
fered us to meet with these trials, he has guided us
by his hand, humhled us at his feet, caused us to
search his word with more prayerful attention; and
will, when sufficiently tried, work out our eternal de-
liverance.

2. That notwithstanding, to the church and the
world, we have niet with a complete defeat; yet we
think we know, from the very best of evidence, that
our victory will soon be won. And their perfect se-
curity is a strong evidence in our favor. = Now that
day could come upon them as a spare—when they
least expected it. Till now, it could not have so
come on them; for very many who were not ready,
were looking for it. Nothing but a little delay has
in the least impaired a single evidence on which our
precious faith and hope rest. And shall we give all
up because of a few moments delay? No, never!
We will exercise patience, that after we have done
the will of God we may receive the promise.

3. That we have now passed all the prophetical
land-marks, from the first down to the very last, be-
fore the actual coming of Christ in the clouds of
heaven. The only time we now have in which to
look for this glorious event, is daily, nay hourly.

4, That our chief work now is, to “comfort one
another,” “ hold fast the profession of our faith,” not
“draw back unto perdition” “let no man take our
crown,” have our loins girded, our lamps burning,
and we constantly watching and ready to meet the
Lord at his coming. It now appears that we can do
but little more for the church and the world. ¢ None
of those men which were bidden shall taste of my
supper.”—[Advent Herald.

I3 We have eraced a large number of names
from our list, of those we have not heard from. But
if we have struck off the names of any who should
have the paper, we hope to beinformed of it, and we
will send it to them immediately. Those who send
for the paper, should state whether they wish the
back numbers, and how many. We invite all the
brethren and sisters to act as agents for the Review
and Herald, to obtain subgcribers, and collect means
to defray the expenses of publishing. The Lord will
reward them when our labor is done.

We again call the attention of the brethren to the
following wise suggestion of Bro. Rhodes—¢ Would
it not be well for some one in each band to write, and
send in the names of such as wish the paper, and

stop such papers as are not wanted ?’



LETTERS.
(From Bro. Chamberluin.}
To all the scattered saints in Christ Jesus I send

greeting— .

Giod is at the present time most manifestly gath-
ering his people into the unity of the faith, and to
a more perfect understanding of his revealed will
to man, and this is to be brought about under the
sounding of the third angel's message. Rev. xiv,
912  Never did the holy scriptures shine with
that light and beauty as they do now, and more
especially the book of Revelation is unfolding its
glorious light as never since Jesus sent and signi-
fied it by his angel unto his servant John, on the
Isle of Patmos; saying, blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written therein, for the
time is at hand. Write the things which shall be
hereafler.

God in his providence brought out & people from

their spiritual bondage, and led them step by step
through the first and then the second angel’s mes-
sages, and now is giving them the third and last
message to fit them to pass through the “time of
trouble such as never was.” Oh, my dear brothers
and sisters, my whole soul cries out, Praise the
Lord for his wonderful goodness to the children of
men.
I want to tell you a little of what I have seen of
late in Connecticut. I have for weeks thought
much of the scattered flock of God in this state;
and last first-day morning I started east in company
with Bro, Belden, to try to fulfill Jer. xvi, 16, last
part, and I think God has been glorified in our tour
through Windham, Tolland and Hartford counties.
‘We labored hard for six days, searching for the
“hidden jewels,” and [ can say to the praise of God,
that in almost every town we found one or more
that had an “ear to hear.” God did grant unto us
much of the power of the truth. Never did I feel
its weight and importance as now. I have felt in
some instances as did Isaiah when he said, “cry
aloud and spare not,” &c.

I see the gross darkness that prevails among the
professed Advent people, But thanks be to God,
the third angel's message, that is sounding louder
and louder, will bring to light every honest jewel,
and they will be polished up for the *second cas-
ket.” Truth is mighty to the pulling down of the
strong holds of Satan. Nothing, I think, that has
gone before, has had half that effect to aronse the
Israel of God, as will soon be felt by the third an-
gel's message. This follows the two that have
preceded it in our experience. How simple, natu-
ral and plain. All that are ‘ruly honest at heart
must see and understand the third angel, who de-
clares with a loud voice, * If any man worship the
beast and his image,” &c. How important to un-
derstand this message. This message will wax
louder and louder until the 144,000 are sealed with
the seal of the living God. Amen.

My Brothers and Sisters, we are just about en-
tering upon the “time of trouble such as never
was.” And seeing these tremendous scenes are
just before us, “ what manner of persons ought we
to be in all holy conversation and godliness,” look-
ing and praying for the ¢ latter rain” to fall upon
us, to ripen us for the garner of the Lord. I exhort

ou, as did Paul, “ Therefore, my beloved brethren,
ie steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord. Prove all things, hold fast that
which is good. Abstain from all appearance of
evil, and the very God of peace sanctify you wholly,
and I pray Go g'our whole spirit, and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

From your unworthy brother, expecting to come
up through great tribulation,

E. L, H. CHAMBERLAIN.

M:ddletown, Sept. 1st, 1851.

[From Bro. Bingham.]

Bro. Wurre: Through the medium of the “Re-
view and Herald,” permit me, an unworthy yet
trusting friend of truth to give a few words of my
experience for the encouragement of such as are of

- doubting mind. God has promised his 8on, a seed
to serve him ; therefore his Spirit will do its office
work upon such as will heed it, and thereby their
minds will be opened to the instruction of the bles-
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sed word which is able to make us wise unto Eter-
nal Life.

In 1832, I became very sensibly alarmed for my
eternal welfare, I saw that without holiness I was
{orever lost.  After a few days of awful distress, 1
found peace in believing, and felt the sanctifying
influence of grace, and a free and full pardon of all
past sin, and was freely justified, and lived for days
and weeks, growing in grace, and in the knowledge
of the word of life. After a few months the sects
began to strive for the mastery, and in a few weeks
we (the numerous converts,) were divided up into
flocks or parties for a reward to the priests, who
had labored to convert and secure us. It happened
to be my lot to be drawn into the Methodist net,
and immediately I was elected a leader, and offi-
ciated a few months, when, as I studied, I found
the word and their rulers did not agree, and I with-
drew; not without discovering that my mind had
greatly fallen. And I was indeed lean and barren,
under the trial I had passed through.

Again, I committed my way to the Lord in tears
and sorrow, and found that peace I had lost, and
lived alone for some time. At length I found a
people who, like myself, did not believe our blessed
Saviour was the Eternal God. I found them to be
humble and devoted, and had little sectarian influ-
ence. With them I walked and worshiped, until
the Spirit moved the cry to prepare us for the com-
ing judgment. My mind was stirred; I felt that
God was in the move. I obtained a lecturer and
gave the note of alarm. Hundreds professed to be-
lieve and sought to obey; but alas for the weak-
ness of human nature, and our distrust for grace,
many have fallen and Peter-like denied their Lord.

When this cry came, our little church unani-
mously, and with joy, received the glad tidings.
But when the secondy angel sounded—* Come out
of her my People’’—many began to look for their
creed, and turned to look it up, and left usand
walked no more with us. But O, when I call to
mind the thrilling and soul-stirring cry ¢ Behold
the bridegroom cometh,” my mind leaps for joy,
and I feel carried back to that happy hour, in the
fall of 44, when I walked out upen my farms for
the last time, often I had warned, and with tears
and many prayers intreated my friends. I bade
them adue, and felt that I was called to die while
vet alive. But we were destined to another and
still more severe trial, to fit us for the yet future
kingdom. The time passed, and I truly felt like
keeping the dying sacrifice good; but in a few
weelts, at a conference at Waterbury, their was a
mighty effort made to stir up the little band to go
to work and again sound the first angel’s message.
There I wept, and cried to God for help, by his
grace, that I might not fall, while my mind thus
recoiled. I felt to say, I cannot go, I cannot feel
to work again the work 1 have finished. But at
last my mind rested upon the idea that we might
be blessed in gleaning after the harvest, and I be-
gan to unite with those who thus felt and labored,
and often engaged in recounting the evidences of
our hope. I have often been cheered while passing
through these years of darkness and doubt, when
I could, with humbleness, bow and reverently
dedicate my wandering powers of mind to him who
knew my sincerity and desire for redemption. But
God will not leave his humble, trusting children
to perish by the way, if they are willing to be led
by the Word and Spirit.

Something near a year since my mind became
considerably stirred as I heard from one and an-
other that the Advent people were getting up an-
other excitement. On examination I found that
there was yet another angel, the third, of warning
and mercy to sound, and stir God’s humble chil-
dren to an examination of their position, and a pre-
paration for the coming judgment. As I readl
was moved, and more and more convinced of my
conformity to the requirements of the image beast,
I distinetly saw the broken law, and rejected Sab-
bath, in a most striking sense. It was too much.
I fell under it, and in Jesns’ name besought my
Father to again forgive my folly, sin and ignorance,
and in November [ called my family around the
alter of prayer one blessed Sabgazk morning, with a
heavy heart, and told them my convictions, and ask-
ed them to ugite with me in observing God’s Royal
Law. My men (being Adventists) acknowledged
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it but just, but struck against me, as did my eoms
panion and children. I bowed the knee ander the
most trying circumstances I have ever seen, since I
had a being, and with the hardest spirit upon me.
But, blessed be God, as I bowed my blessed Sa-
viour met me by his Spirit. I was filled even to
rejoicing, and praise and thanksgiving. But oh,
the family’s sympathy; my reputation” was gone,
and I had become a dupe, deluded by the Devil,
and my influence was gone. ‘They wept over me,
they rebuleed, they chided ; but my trust was in God,
and I prayed for sustaining grace and light upon
the blessed Word. And although entirely alone
for months, praise God, I have been sustained while
examining the Word, and daily have I received
light upon the different points connected with the
closing message. The Heavenly Sanctuary, oh
how beautiful! But as the light is before the world,
bright shining as the sun, I close, exhorting my
dear brethren to be of good cheer, committing their
ways to the Lord, and in faithful labor in the truth.
Although entirely alone but a few months since,.
God has now given me more in number to strength-
en my hand, and encourage my mind, than Noah
had in his Ark. And yet, blessed be his holy
name, his arm is not shortened, nor is his ear shut
that he cannot hear. I now have three ministering
brethren to go with me, praise the Lord, and yet 1
expect more. Truth is mighty, and I expect will
yet strike the ear of all the benighted, sleeping Ad-
vent believers in the north of our state, and many
of them will heed the cry, restore the breach of the
fourth command, and exhibit the patience und faith
of the gospel, and so observe the Royal Law, that
by faith in Jesus, they will be numbered to make
the 144,000 that will be fitted for translation when
our blessed Saviour shall appear.

This is the faith and prayer of your unworthy,
yet confiding brother, Hiram Bineram.

Morristown, ( Vi.,) Sept., 1851,

EXTRACTS OF LETTERS.

Bro. D. Daniels, of Chicopee Falls, (Mass.), writes
Aug. 30th, 1851 : “ With my eyes full of tears of joy,
I attempt to write you a few lines this morning, to
give my thanks to you and Bro, Rhodes, and to all
the dear saints who have felt interested for me, in
sending me the “Review and Herald,” and those
that have prayed for me. O, this seems like heaven.
I do believe that this is the Philadelphia church, glory
to God. Can it be that there should be any one in
this world that would care for ine enough to try to
hunt me up, and to try to save me. '

“] received the paper Thursday after dark, but did
not read much until this morning. 1 canalmost say
as Philip said to Nathanjel, ‘I have found him of
whom Moses and the Prophets have written.” Imust
believe that this message is {rom God. It seems
some like 43. 'There seems something worthy to be
called love in the pages of the ‘ Review and Herald.’
How different from the other papers. They have
believed me to be in error, but never have come to
me in love to try lo save me as the Bible requires
them to do. But on the contrary, have tried to put
me down by telling many things that were not true,
and finally cast me out without knowing the truth,
So they have hated me, and cast me out for the truth’s
sake. Praise the Lord, O my soul, that I am count-
ed worthy to suffer shame for his name. But I feel
this morning that God has raised me up, and shown
me a people more worthy of my attention. To them
I am joined in spirit forever.”

Sister A, R. Smith writes from 67 Warren Place,
Boston, Aug. 27, 1851: “1t is with much reluctance
that Y send you these verses, [see first page,] on a
subject which a few weeks since was so foreign to
my thoughts. Being as it were a child in this glo-
rious cause, I feel vnworthy and unable to approach
a subject of snch moment, but as P’ve written for the
world, and wish to make a full sacrifice, I am induced
to send.

“1 feel willing to do and be anything for God. 1
want to be unreservedly given to his work, that I
might be the humble instriement in his hands of doing
eome gaod, I rejoice in the glorious light in which,
by His infinite mercy I’ve been led. But I still feel
that I’ve much to overcome ; and [ desire an interest
in your prayers that I may be kept by the power of
God, through faith unto galvation,

“Y will give you a short account of our meeting
last Sabbath., It was well attended. Some were in
who have not embraced the lust message, especially
one from Brooklyn, N. Y., who was to speak the next

first) day at Cochituate Hall, His arguments pre-

sented in opposition to our views, entirely vanished
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before the clear lizht of truth, and only tended to
strengthen us, and inspire with fresh courage and
zeal in defence of our position. And although no
lecturer was present, yet each one was ready to bear
his testimony, and the Lord was indeed with us by
his Spirit and power. The heauty and harmony of
the scriptures was clearly despensed, and the ¢ word’
had free course and wus glorified. [t was truly a
refreshing season to each one of the dear children.

“Qur orother coufessed that the Spirit was with
us, and as an honest seeker after truth, will further
examine the evidences of our faith. We hope and
trust good will be the result.”

Bro. H. 8. Case writes from Jackson, (Mich.), Aug.
24th, ’51:  “1 wish to say to you, and also to the
friends scattered abroad, that [ feel grateful to God
for his blessing and protection of late while traveling
over the field of my former labor, in the state of New
York. To find some of those who started for the
kingdom in ’43 and 44, strong in the present truth,
was not a little pleasing to me, afier an absence of
six years, and pussing through so many sore trisls
and discouragements.

“1 never witnessed such sweet, heavenly meetings
or eonferences as were enjoyed at Camden and Mil-
ton. Truly, the Spirit of God was manifested, and
the work was intelligible, and I know that the Lord
met with us while the saints worshiped before him,

“ Atter 1left you at Milton, T went to Manlius,
Bath, Martin’s Hill, Elnira, Owego, Pitcher Springs,
Belisle, Liverpool and Lorain. 1In all these places I
found some that love the present truth,”

THE SABBATH QURESTION.

Bro. Himes :—I[ was forcibly struck while reading
geveral tracts with which I met while oniny pas-
sage {rom New-York to Hartford, with the apparent
disingenuousuess of the writer. One argument on
which he seemed to lay great stress in support of the
seventh-day Sabbath, was this ——that Sabbath me .1
rest—that the seventh day is called a Sabbath in
the New Testament,—the first day is not so called,
but is always designated the first day of the week.

The truth is,—and Sabbatarians either do or ought
to know it,—the evangeclists never in the language
in which the gospels are found, (the Greek,) called
the first day of the week anything else but Sabbath.
For the information of those who are shaken in their
minds on this subject, I will transcribe the Greek text
in [talics, containing the words rendered by our
translators first day of the weck, and also the word
rendered by them Sabbath, meaning the seventh
day.

Matt. xxvili, 1—English translation : “In the end
of the Sabbath, as it begins to dawn toward the first
day of the week.” Greek—Opse de sabbatoon, te
epiphooskuse eis miam sabbatoon. 'There the identi-
cal word in the same case, genitive plural, rendered
Sabbath when referring to the seventh day, is ren-
dered first day of the week in the very next clause
of the verse. A literal rendering would be, if we
adopt the principle of our translators of Anglicising
instead of translating the word,~“ And in the end
of Sabbaths, as it began to dawn toward one of
Sabbath.”

Does not this indicate that one series of Sabbathe
there ended, so far as obligation to observe it was
concerned, and a new serics was introduced? At
any rate, the first is as positively called Sabbath as
the seventh day, Aml all four of the evangelists des-
ignate it hy the same word. Mark. xvi, 2—Kai
lian prooitees mias sabbatoon—* And very carly the
one of Sabhaths,” &ec. Luke xxiv, I—T% de mia
toon sabbatoon—* And the one of the Sabbaths,” &ec.
John xx, 1—T% de miu toon salbatoon— And in
the one of the Sabbaths,” &c. Thus the four evan-
gelists do agree in calling the first by the same name
they do the seventh day of the week, and that word
as certainly signifies rest in the one case as in the
other, Let no one. therefore, hereafter contend that
the writers of the New Testament never call the first
day. Sabhath, or rest, for no New Testament writer
has called it anything else, except John, (Rev. i, 10,)
where it is called the “Lord’s duay.” J. Lrren.

Philadelphia, July 16th, 1851,

R EeMarks.—Lest any should gather from (lic above
that the word Sabbath is represented by the phrase
“first day of the week.” we add that Sabbath is
simply translated week in those texts—other words
indicating the day of the week. The word Sabbath
is originally « Hebrew word. and signifies rest; but
oceurring At regular intervals. by a metonymy it be-
came significant of the periods separated by tlhese
rests, So that we have the sevvnth day of tha rest,
and the first day of the rest, week, or Sabbath.~-Ebp,
[Advent Herald.

Reriv. 1. The observers of the ancient Sabbath
ofJehovah. are charged with disingennousness [want
of fairness, ] in stating that the word Sabbath is nev-
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er applicd to the first day of the week. The word
Sabbath, indeed, signifies rest, and it is applied to
the seventh duy, because God rested on that day.
No other day can be called “the Sabbath of the
Lord,” until he shall have rested on such day. The
New Testament, as it now siands, contaivs no hint
that anything of a sabbatic character, pertains to the
first dey ot the week. But (to speak in plain lang-
uage) it is wrongly translated, “and Sabbatarians
do or ought to know it.” 'Well wc are glad that you
cannot sustain your charge by an appeal to the com-
mon version. Candor will oblige you to admit that
fact.

2, You sustain the charge thus, if we are able to
understand you. The Greek words translated “ first
day of the week,” are not rightly translated, but
should be rendered ¢ one of Sahbath,” or “the one
of Sabbaths.” Yet you aflirm that “the one of Sab-
baths ” is the identical first day of the week, How
do you know it? 1If it ought not to be translated the
first day of the week, how dare you say that that is
the real meaning of the text.

3. Afier repeating the text, as you consider rightly
translated, you ask, “Does not this indicate that one
series of Sabbaths there ended, so far as obligation
to observe it was concerned, and a new series was
introduced 7’ We can only answer, you have given
and ingenious guess. Will you also tell us who in-
stituted this new series of Sabbaths? On what day
of the week are they to be celebrated? What law
inforces their observance ? As the Scripture is silent
with regard to such matters, as now translated, can
you not give an amended version ?

4. Perhaps you may reply, that as “the one of the
Sabbaths” succeeded to “the end of Sabbaths,” it
must have been the first day of the week. 'To say
the least this is a question of doubt. For the phrase
“the end of Sabbaths,” is certainly not very definite.
But there is nothing whatever to show that Acts xx,
7, and 1 Cor. xvi, 2, llave any reference to the first
day of the week, if your new translation changes
them to “one of the Rabbaths.”

5. But you have pointed out one exception in Rev.
i, 10. The first day is there called “Lord’s day.”
Who told you so, Bro. Litch? Are you net in this
also “wise above what is written?’ “The Son of
man is Lord also of the Sabbath,” Butin what text
of Bcripture do you read that he has “put away”
his holy day, [Isa. lviii, 13,] and chosen another ?
[Have you not made an unwarrantable addition to
the Book of Revelation. See chap. xxii, 18.

6. The Editor of the “ Herald,” however, exposes
the fallacy of the whole matter. His “remarks”
show that the word Sabbath is used in a secondary
sense meaning the whole week, other words deter-
mine the day of the week. The first of the week,
therefore, has no claims to the character of Sabbath,
and in this respect is like the thousand and one “cun-
ningly devised fables,” that men prefer in the place
of the commandments of God. J.N. A,

Cé)NFEEENCES.
CONFERENCE IN VERMONT.

There wilt be a General Conference of the brethren in New
England and Canada Euast, at Sntton, Vt.. to eommence
Friday, Scpt. 26th, at 9 o'clock A. M., and hold three days
or mare.

Those coming from ubroad will pleuse inquire for A. R.
Mouse or Harviy Cmuns, who wilt be ready to entertain
them.  Brn. Holt, White and Andrews may be cxpected to
attend this conference.  The traveling brethyen, one and all,
arc invited to attend. in behalf of the brethren,

03" As it may be expected that the meeling at Sutton will
be a large one, we would soqgest the propriety of those Jiv-
ing within one or two days’ ride tuking bed-elothes with
them.

CONFERENCE AT BATH, N. Y.

There will be a Conference at Bath, Steuben Co, N, Y,
to commence Friday, Sept. 26th, at 6 o'clock P. M., and
hold over the Sabbuath and First-day. The scattered breth-
ren are invited to attend. It may be cxpeeted that Brn.
S. W. Rhodes and Joseph Bates will attend this meeting,

Providence permitting they will also hold a Conference at
Bingham or Ulysses, Potter Co., Penn,, to cotnmence Friday,
Osat 3d, at 6 o'clock P. M., 10 hold over the Subbath and
First-day.  The brethren there will please fix npon the place
to hold the mecting, and address a line to Bro. Rhodes at

Bath, N. Y, in season to be received by him beforc the con-
ference there.

If the brethren in Allegany Co., or any part of this State,
desire Counlerences, now is a good time. They can make
their wishes known to Bro. 8. W. Rhodes, who will be at
Lincklain, (N. Y.), Sept. 19th, and at Bath, Steuben Co.,
the 26th,

CONFERENCE IN CONNECTICUT.

There will be a General Conferenee, “ if the Lord will,”
at Berlin, Ct., at the house of Bio. Joseph Nosth, two miles
east of the Depot, to commence on Friday, Oct. 3d, and
hold vver the Sabbath and First-day. We desire to sce a
general guthering of the Advent brethren from ull parts of
the State. ¢ Hc that bath an ear let him hear” We also
hope 10 sce some from other States. And we do carnestly
pray that God will send usson e of his faithful messengers
to break unto us the bread of life, giving to the houschotd
meat in due scason.

Those who come by the Cars, will stop at the Beilin De-
pot, where they will find a carriage on the arrival of the 12
M. and 3 P. M. trains, on Friday the 3d of October.

In behalf of the brethren,
E. L. H. CuaMBERLAIN.

Middtetown, Sept. 8th, I851.

CONFERENCE IN ILLINOIS.

There will be a Conferenee at Cold Spring Prairie, Me-
Henry Co., 1L, to commncnee Oct. 3d. Bro. Case and
Bowles cxpect to attend.  The scattered brethren arc invited
to come to this neeting,

In behalf of the brethren, H. 8. Cask.

& The Conference at West Milton will be held at tho
house of Bro. I{orace Cushman.

Oswego Conference.

It will be proper, and no doubt interesting to the scattered
brethren, fur us 1o give a brief statement of this meeting.
‘The number of believers in the present truth ut this mecting,
was about one hundred. Brn, Holt and Rhodes wrre present,
and bore the true testimony with much freedom.  Herc we
met with Brn. Paol, E. D. Cook, Stocking, Alden, and many
athers for the first tine, and we felt that our Licurts were
united in the truth, and in the love of Christ.

The brothren came together in the spirit of the gospel, and
perfect harmony and union existed quite through the meeting.
It was frequently remarked during the meeting that this was
like Sceond Advent meetings in 1843 and 1844, T'he breth-
ren were greatly comforted, and streugthened in the truth.
i Some who had not heard all the reasons of our faith present-
ed, became fully eonvineed, and now feel resolved to take
their stand fully with thuse who keep the commandments of
God

"The principal subjeets presented, were the 2300 days, the
Sanetuary, the commuandments and law of God in the New
Testament, gospel order in the churel of Christ, and the
“ good works” that God’s “ peculiar people ” should, and
will be “ zealous™ of. 'The subject of the seven-yeurs time
was not mentioned. In fact, we know of no one in this
State, or in the west, who teaehes it. Some may suppose
from our remarks in No. 2, that the scvcn-years timce is held
h;y quite a large partion of the brethren; but it is not so.
T'he view has been mostly confined to the statc of Vermont,
and we learn by Bro. Holt that most of the brethren there
have given it up.

But we will return to the conference. First-day, in the
forenoon, Bro. Holt spoke on the commandments and law of
God in the New Testament, in a very clear, spirited, and
convincing manner. The truth seemed to take deep root in
the hearts of all the brethren present.

The brethren at Oswego are well united and strong in the
truth. They bave made strong efforts to help advance the
precious cause, und are much blest in so doing. T'hough
poor, they do much for the eause.

Bro Lillis is in union with the chureh there, having con-
fessed his error referred to in No. 2. He and his companion
and ehildren are seehing to walk blameless before God. We
had a very pleasant visit with them, and the other dear breth-
ren in Oswego.

The Pamphlet, * Experienee and Views,’ of 84 pages, will
be ready in a few days. The edition will cost aboul $100,
of which $38,40 has been sent in.  Those only who are in-
terested in it are invited to see that the amount is furnished.

Letters received since August 28th.

A.R.Smith 2, H. 8. Case, L. Kellogg, A. E. Randall,
A. Womdruff, 8, W. Rhodes 2, A. S. Coburn, D. Danicls,
I. L. 1. Cbamberlain 3, A. R. Morse, R. Moran, H. S.
Gurney, O. Hewett, F. M. Shimper, Otis Nichols.

Receipts,

Saunl Strong, $30; L. Titus, Geo. Morse, A. Armon, C.
Wetherbee, Alfred Chase, H. Lothrop, A. Hazeltine, O.
Bartlett, Wm. Dolley, L. Woodworth, Joseph Jackson, M.
Steembarg, Sarah Griggs, H. Roode, Joseph Hanson, S,
Swan, C. P. Finch, T. Finch, E. A. Pool, B. C. Baneroft,
a Friend, J. B. Sweet, 8! cach; O. Hewett, C. Swan, 50
cents each; W, Lassel, Mrs. D. Strout, 25 cents each ; T.
Bailey, 60 cents.

For the Pamphlet entitled ‘ Experience and Views.®

C. 8. Hurlbut, $2 ; Harict Cole, C. P. Finch, $1 cach;
Jane M. Lowrey, $!,40.

DavisoN’s PRINTING AND STEREOTYPE ESTABLISHMENT,
Saratoga Springs, N. Y.



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

