Bible Tracts. No. 4,

iHE JUDGMENT:

OR, THE WAYMARKS OF DANIEL TO THE HOLY CITY.

SUPPOSE you were traveling a road with which you
were unacquainted. Youw inquire of a stranger who
tells you that the road leads to a glorious city, filled
with every good thing, governed by the most benevo-
Jent and lovely prinee that the world ever saw; and
that in that city there is neither sickness, sorrow,
pain, nor death. He then proceeds to tell you what
vou may expect to pass on the road, by which you
may know that he has told .you the truth, and which
will mark the progress you have made. First, then,
he tells you that, after leaving him and traveling
awhile, you will come to a monument that ean be
- seen o greab distance, on the top of which you will
see a lion, having eagles’ wings. At a distance be-
yond thai, you will come to snocher monument, hav-
ing on it a bear, with three ribs in its mouth. P‘LSS
ing on still, you will at length arrive at a monument,
on the top of which you will behold a leopard, ha,vm(v
four wings of a fowl, and four heads. After that, you
will come to o fourth, on which is a beast, dreadful
and . terrible, with great iron teeth and ten horns.
And, lastly, you will come to another place, where
you will see the same beasi, with this difference:
. 'Three of its first horns have been plucked up, and in
the place of them has come up a peculiar horn, having
cyes like the eyes of 3 man, and a mouth, The next

thing you will look for, after pa,ssmcr the lasi-mentioned
sign, is the eity. ‘

‘With these direetions, you commence your journey.
What do you look for first? The lion. At length
you see it. That inspires-in you faith in the pers;on’s



—
knowledgo and trushiulness who had direcied you.
Haviag passed thaissign, she next thing you expect to
see, us morked in ihe direcilong, is the bear. A4
lengih you come in sight of thah There, say you, is
the second sign he gave me.  1le musi have been ac-
quaintad with ihis road, and haz told me the truth.
Yoar inith incresses »& you travel on. Whai nexs
do you loolz ford Nou the cily, cortainly, No; you-
loolz for ihe leopard, - “Well, Ly-sad-hy you behold
thei in the distance. There it i:! you cry; now I
know hs has #old e the boith, and 1+ will come ous
jusi ng he gaid.- Is ihe nexi shing you look for the
city? No; you lool: lor that sercible beagt with ten
borns,  You pags shoi, and ey, as you ivavel on, How
oxusily the man who dirceizd me described every-
vhirg, New your faith is 30 confirmed thai you ol-
most 3es the eity. DBuk, say you, therc is one mocs
sign io pags. It is ile horn with eyes, then the ciiy
conwez nexi. INow hope ig high, and your anxious
. eyos gazse with intensc interesi for the loct sign.  Thas
comeg in view, and you exclaim in rapiures, Thers ii
is! All doubt is now removed. You look for no
more signz,  Your longing ayes are fized Ho gaze on
who glovious ciiy pexzi, snd probubly no man now,
howaver wise he might protoss to be, could make you
digeredis what youwr director heg told you. The ciiy
ig fized in your oye, ond onwsrd you so, hasting io
your resb, :

Nasr, it we find on examinaiion shat all the ovenig,
or zigns, that God has given us, which -were o preceds
ihe Judgmoent-day and +he seiting up of his everlast-
ing kingdem, hove aciually teanspired, what are we io
ook {or nexe? Answer: The Judgmens of the greas
day! Tho-glorious rocward of the jusit! The city of
the great Iing ! Let us, ihen, czamine the sevenih
chapier o' Daniel wheve these waymarl:z to the Judg-
meui, and ihe everlasiing kingdom of ihe redeemed,
arc all given,

TOT JUDGMENT.

Vergey 1-8.  “In the first year oi DBelshazzar, king of
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Tabylon, Dopicl hud o dreom, and visions of hie hoad upon
Lig fed ; then ho wrois ihe drear, aud told the sum of the
nmattere. Daniel epake and said, T saw in my vision by
pight, and, bebold, the Jour winds of the heaven sirove upon
tho gresi ces, sad four groai beasts came up from ihe sea,
diverae on: from auoiher.”

The four beasic seen by tha prophet sre symbols of
four kingdome which thiould arvise, 93 shown by verse
17, wlhich vends, ¢ Thesc greot beasie, which ave four,
ore fonr kings, which shall srise out of the earth.”
And o sbow ibak fhese ars pot kings simply, bub

- Iingdome, the augel coubinues, « Bui the saimiz of the
Most Tligh ehall tako the kingdom.” And siill {fur-
iher in the e:p];m:‘:.i:i~‘»r_n in verse 23, the angel says,
“The fourih heags shall be the fovrth b mgdom npost
earth.” Wmds demoie ebrife, polisicsl commotion,
and war.  Seq, or waicrs, denoto people and naticns,
See Lzv. 17 :15. .

Varse 4. ¢ The first was
liks w lion, and had eagles’
wingg; I bebold 41l the
wings thereof were plusked,
and ii was 1ified vp from
the carih, and nads stand
upon ithe feet as o man, and

a men's heart was given to
i.»

Tabylon, az Jeseribed in this vision, ie here fitly
veprecentad by lion, the king ol beasts, denoting the
ylory of thai l_n'udom, and corree pond* Wii',h the head
of gold in ehupier 2. The eagles’ wings ropresens the
rsapidity of it ronqu 2303 and the soaring pride of its
monarcha.  Ses Mol 1:6-8. The plud.mg of hig

wings may yefer v ihe humiliation of the proud moun-

arch of Babylon, chepler 4:31 37, or the cowardice
of Delshazror, whe, insiead of driving away his foe
like o Yion, shm himzelf up in iho city, faasting and
drinking wiile his lerds, till he was killed, and the
]:ingd,om given io iho Medes snd Persians.
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Veigs 5. ¢ And, bzbold, an-
other besst, o zeeond, like to a
bear, and i raised up iigclf on
one side, und it had thyee ribs
in the mouth of ii, hetwson the
. the icailv oi i ; and ihcy said
thus unio it, Arvice, devour much ilesh.”

Tho hesr cowesponds with the silver heeusi and
armg ol the imogs, and reproscuig vha Maedo-Peisian
kingdwn, which suececded Iabylon. I wes uoted
for ceuchhy aad ihitst for blood. The thvee vibs in
the ouih of this bear evidenily sywbolize il three
great powers conyuered by the Bodo-Forsian king-
dom ; viz., Babylon, Lydia, avd Bgypi. See Lellin's
Ancieni, Hiziocy.  [i subdued wony and populous
kingdoiuz, Alagoceus, or Aviazarres, reigned over
one bundeed oud tweaty-seven provinces,  Sce Bather
1:L .

Vorso 4, ¢ Aiter tuis Tbe-
held, and 1o, anoiher, like a
leopaed, which bad npon the
back of B fone wings of @
fTowl; il bewsi had also
four headss and dominion
wes given 1o 1’

Tle leopord corresponds wiih the Lrozen sides of
she imago of chnpizr %, ond ilusicases Gacein,  The
four wings devoiz be vapidity of lig wonquesis under
Alezzonder.  'The Greclan empive mpiviained iis unity
ouly during ihe lile of Alexender, When his brill-
Aund earcee onided in a drunliea debauch, he cupire
~ was shoily divided between his Youv leading gencrals,

represeniad by vhe iour heads of ihie leopacd. Clossan-
der had Moeudon snd Greeee in the wesi ; Lysunachus
Liad Thrace a1d vhe parts of Asisn oa ihe [fcllespont
and Losphorus, in ilic norih ; Teolciuy vecsived Leypt,
Lydia, Arabia, Falesiine, and Cale 3gria, in ilie soath ;



THE JUDCYENT. 5

and Sclencus bad Syria and w1 the vest of Alexander’s
dominiong in ihe easi, -

Verse 7. “Afier
thig 1 saw in iha night
visions, and hehold, 2
rourth hegsi, draadin]
and terrible, and
sirong e2zceedingly;
and it ked zreaf iran
tyecth; it devoured
and bizke in picces,
und slawped iha resi-
Jdue with ke feal of
i,; and il wag diverae
from «ll the beasis
inat weve before it;
and it hed icn borns.”

The fourth beagi corvesponds wich the iron Jegs of
the iwage of chapier £, and represeniz the Foman
kingdom. The icn horns of the beast ecairespond wich
the ien twes of ibe image, and represent the ten king-
domsg inio which the Western empive of Rome was
divided. The addiiion of beads, wings, or horns, fo
any bessé fownd in ranive, would noi unswer as a
symbol i represenis this power. It wus divorae from
all eibers, snd ihs symbol wholly non-deserips.

Verau 8. I von-
sidered the horns, and
" behold, thers camw up
umong them  auoiher
little horm, before
whom there ware thraes
of the fireé burms
pluvked up by the
roota: and behald,
in this horn were ¢yes
like the eyes of mun,
und & monih epeaking
great ihinge.

o R

The prophes considered ihe ten horns.  These rep-
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veseni;: 1. The Huns. 2. The Ostrogoths. 3. The
Visigoths. 4. The Franls. 5. The Vandals. 6. The
Suevi. 7. The Burgundians. 3. The Heruli. 9. The
Anglo-Saxons. 10. The Lombacds. He sow a little
horn forcing iie way up among ile ten, which, plucked
up thiee of them. Thie horn, liitle at Acst, but after-
ward more gious then -his follows, reprosents the pa-
pacy. The three kingdoras plucked up beforo it were
vhose of the {leruli, the Osirogoils, and the Vandals.
Bui of thie power we shall speal: more fully +when we
zome o the angel’s explanaticn in verses 28-25.

Veraee 9, 10. I beheld till the thrones were cest down,
und ihe Ancieni of Daye did sii, whose garmsni wae whiie
ag snow, and the hair oo his hoad like tha puro wool; his
throno was like the idery flame, ard his whesls 2 burning
fire. A dery sireawm issued and came forih from beiore him
ihousand thousands ministwi'ed unto him, and ten ihousand
times ten thousand stood beiors hiw ; the Judgment was set,
and ihe boolks svere opened.”’

If +he lasi Judgmens is not desceibed hece, then,
certainly, ib iz not #o be found in vhe Book of God.
The Ancient of Dags, God the Faihor, tokes ihe throne
of Judgmeni. Thow who stand in his presence, ei-
ther to minisier or to weit, are not men, but angels.
Compore Ddn. 7:10, with Rev. 5:11. Daniel de-
seribes the opening of the judgment of bhe righteous,
which occura in Heaven prioc io the return of . the
Loud to whis world io reise them from the desd. The
‘Fatliov peosides as judge. The angels of God are
preseai as miaisters and wimessos. - Ab thie tribunal
the Sen of mon presents hirseli o receive the domin-
ion of the world,  DBui men aro noi; present te witness
whig pari of the judgmeni. Ii is the Father, and the
Son, aud $he holy aagols, who compose ihis grand as-

serabls Y.

The whrones named in the tcxi sre not those of
carvhly governinenis, but thrones of judgment. The
best outhoriiics give ihe words “cast down” the op-
poritc moaning. They ronder them “sei up,” or “es-



THT JUDGMENT. . 5

tablished.” Thus Adam Clorke says: “ Zhe thiones
were cast down, might be translaiel erecied ; so ihe
Vulgate, posiii sumi, and so all ihe versions,” Dr.

-Hales, in hiz “.t,mcred Chrenology,” vol. ii, p. 105,
Yenders Dan. 7:9, thna: “I beheld iill ihe uhronﬂs

were erecied, and the Anciont of Days sat,” &e.  The
Douay version rends, “ were placed ;” and so Bernard,
and Boothroyd, and Wintle in the Coitage Tible.
Matthew Henry, in his exposiiion, renders i *‘seh
up.”  Of the original Hebrew word, (Gesenius, in his
Lexicon, says, ¢ R'aalt, (1) To cosi, to throw, Dan.

21, 24; 6:17. (%) To sei, to pla, 3e, e .,
thrones. Dan. 7:9; compare Rev. 4:2.” The term
used by the Sepiuaging, literally rendered, c.ccording
to Liddell and Scois, would be, “The thrones were
get.” Other authorities might be given.

The Judgment; scens embraces the establishment of
thrones and the eitting in jndgment of the great God,
omid the brightoess of that zlory, feebly represenisd
by fire and ﬂame, swrounded by angelic hostg, und
the opening of ihe hfe-re"mds of men, frem v’hu,h
vhey are io be judged.

Verses 11, 12, T helield ihen, because of the great words
which the horn epake; I beheald, even {ill the beast was
clain, and his body desiroyed, und gziven to the burning
flame. As concerning the reet of the heasts, they hud their
Jdominion {aken away ; yet their lives were prolenged for o
season and tima.”

There are those who belicve in a thonsand yeurs'
trinmph of the gospel and reign of righterusness over
all the world before the Lord comes; and thera are
others who believe in probaiion afier ihe Lord comes,
and a mixed willennium, the immoital righteous =ill
proclaiming the gospel to mortal sirners, and turning
shem into the way of salvaiion. DBué both of these
systems of error are completely demolished by the
verses hefore us.

1. The fourth tezrrible beast continues wichous
change of character, and the litile horn continues io
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utter its blasphemies, and hold its millions of votaries
“in the bonds of a blind supersiition, sill the beast is
given to the burning flame ; and this is not its con-

version, but its destraciion. Sec 2 Thess. 2 : 8. :

2. The life of the fourth beasi is not prolonged aft-
er its dominion is gone, ag were the lives of the pre-
ceding beasts. Their dominion was taken away, but
theiv lives were prolonged for a season. The territory
and subjects of the Babylonish kingdom still existed,
though subjected to the Persisns. So of the Persian
Lingdom in respect to Grecis, and of Grecia in respect
%0 Rome. Bui whai succeeds the fourth kingdom ?
No governmeni or stoie in which mortals have any
part. Its carcer ends in the lake of fire, and it has
no existence beyond. The lion was merged into the
bear ; the hear info the leopard ; the leopard into the
fourth beast; and the fourth beast inito what? Not
into another beast, but into the lake of fire, which is
its final destruction iill the second death. Then let
no one talk of probation or a mixed millennium after
the Lord comes. _

The adverb then, in the sentence, I beheld then, be-
cause of the voice of the great words which the horn
spake, seems to refer io some particvlar time. The
work of investigative Judgment is introduced in the
verses before. And this verse would seem to imply
that while this work is going forward, and just beforc
this power is destroyed and given to the burning flame,
the liitle horn wniters its great words against thé Most
High. Have we not heard them, snd thai, too, with-
in a few years? Look 2t the Vatican Council of 1870.
What con be more blasphemous than fo aitribute in-
fallibility to a mortal man? And here we have an
Ecumenical Council assembled for the purpose of de-
liberaiely decreeing that the occupani of the papal
throne, the man of sin, posscsses this prerogative of
God, and cannot err. Can anything be more pre-
sumpluous and blasphemous? Is not this the voice
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of the great words which the horn spake? and is noi
this power ncar to the burning flame ?

Verses 18,'14. ‘I saw in the night visions, and, behold,
one like ike Son of map came with the clouds of heaven, and
came {0 the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near be-
fore him. And thers was given him dominion, and glory,
and 2 Fkingdom, that all people, nations, and languages,
should serve him ; his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his lingdom that which
shall not be destroyed.”

The scene here described-is noi the second adveni
of Chrisi to this earch. It is o comning to the An-
cient of Days, who is not on the earth, bvt in Heaven.
There, in the presence of the Ancient of Days, a king-
dom, dominion, and glory, are given him. The Son
of man receives his kingdom hefore his return to this
carth. See Luke 19 :10-12, and onward. This is a
scene, iherefore, which transpires in the hesvenly
temple, snd is closely connected with vhet brovghi to
view in verses 9 and 10. He receives the kingdom at
ihe close of his priestly work in the sanctuary. The
peoples, nations, and languages, wliat shall serve him
are the né hons of the saved, Rev. 21 :24, not the
wicked nutions of the earth; for these are dashed in
pieces ai the second advent. Scme out of all ¢he na-
clons, bribes, and kindreds, of ihe earth will find them-
selves ai last in the kingdom of God, to serve him
there with joy and gladness forever and ever.

Verses 156-13. I Daniel wae grieved in my spirit in the
midst of iny body, and the visions of .ty head trouhled me.
I came near unto one of them that sioud by, and asked him
the truth of all this. So he told ra¢, and made me know the
mterpremhon of the tbings. Thesg great beasts, which are
four, are {vvr kings, which shall arizg’out of the earth. But
the sainis of the Mosi-Jigh shall tokd the king dom and pes-
sess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.’

No less anxious should we be than was Daniel,
to understand the truth of all ¢his. And whenever
we inquire with equal sincerity of heart, we shall
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find the Lord no less reedy now, vhan in the days
of the prophet, to lead io a correct knowledge of
vhese imporiant truchs. The beusts, and ithe king-
dome which they reproseat, have already boen ex-
plained. "W have followed the prophet down through
whe courge of events even to the complein destrusiion
- of the fourth and lost bessi, the.final subverzion of oll
carvhly governmenis. What next? The saints tale
she kingdom. The sainis, those of all others Leld in
low ostoom ia thig world, despised, reproached, perse-
suisd, casi ous, who wore sonsidercd the least lilioly
of oIl men ever w0 reolize their lopes, toke ihe king-
dom, and possess it forever.

Voveos 19, 20. ¢ Then I would tnow the truth of-the
fourth heasi, which was diverse from oll the oihors, erceed-
ing duesdiul, whoae testh were of iron, and his nails of brass;
whick dovourcd, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue
wish his fect; and of thy ien horns ¢hal were in his hoad,
and of the other which came up, and hefore whom thra«: fell;
oven of that horn thet had cyes, and a mouth thai spake 7oiy
groat things, whoss lool: woe mors stoui ikan bLis fellows.”

Of the frst shres beeste of this zeries, Tianiel had
2o clear an nndersianding +hat he had no trouble in
reference to them. DBui he was asionished at this
foucth beost, so unnatural snd deeadiul,  Wonderful
wos all this to the prophet, but something siill move
wonderfol appears. It icthe little horn thai shrusi up-
ihree ot the ben horns az it comes up.  This horn has
cyos, nov the uncaleuleiing eyes of & bruie, bui the
kecn, ini2lligens eyes of o mon. It slso hag a moath
which utters proud sayings, and puie foril preposter-
ous and arrogant clains.

Verses 21, 22.  ¢I heheld, and tho same horn mode wur
with the 3ainiz, and preveiled againsi ihem; until thy An-
cieat of Days came, and judgment was gziven to the cainis
of illo Mosi fligh; and ihy time came thal, the eaiuts pos-
sessad the lmo‘dom "

Daniel saw this horn making war upon the sainta.
Has this been true of ithe papacy? Let fifty millions
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- of martyrs answer. Wiiness she cruel persecuiions of -
the popes of Rome against the Waldemc,,, ihe Al-
bigenses, and Protestanis in general. I is sinted on
good suihority thai ihe pu‘swublons, magsacres, and
religious wars, excited by the Roman churech, have oc-
cesioned thoe shedding of far more blood of the saints
of the Most Bigh than oll the enmivy, hosiility, and
persecuiions, of all $he heatben from the foundation
of the world.

Verses 28-25.  <“Thus be said, The fourth beast shall b
the fourih kingdom upon earth, which shall be Giverse from
all kingdoms, und shall deveur the whole earih, and shall
iread it down, and break it in pieces. And the icn horns
oui of this kingdom are ton kings thet shall arize; and an-
viher shall viss afier them; and L9 shall be divarse from ihe
first, and he ghall subdue threo kings. And he sball spralk
greai woirds against the Mugh. High, and shall wear out ihe
saints of the Moet High, and ihink: to change times aud laws;
and ‘hey shull be given mso his bund until & time 2nd times
and ihe dividing of time.”

We briefly notice the specification of ibe fourth
beast, iig ten horns, snd the listle horn, a3 follows :—

1. The foumrsh beast. This beast represenis the
fourih vniversal enupire, which is Roie, the same as
symboliced by tbe fourih, or iron, division of ilie greak
melallic image of chapter 2. Rome answeis io the
prophecy in drfersuy from nther kingdoms, and in the
umvelsalluy and tyranny of ber iron rule.  “The em-
pire of ihe Rewars,” zays Gibbon, “filled the world.
And when shai eropire fell inio the handz of u single
perzon, the world became o safe and dreary prison for
his enemies. To rasisi waa fatal ; and it wns impossi-
ble io fly."” '

. The ten horns. Deiween the yezys A, D. 356
and 485, the Roman empire was divided inio ten
huwdoms %2 noticed in remarks on verse 2. Thus,
the ben horn are itew 1*1nos, or kingdows, that arise
out of the Roman empire.

2, The liitle horn. I will be admivied thabt a
power has arisen answering with great exaciness to
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the specifications of this horn, and that it is the pa-
pacy. It speaks great words against the Most High,
and wears out the saints. The saine character is given
in Rev. 13:6, 7. “ And he opened his mouth in blas-
phemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his
- abernacle, and them that dwell in Heaven. And it
was given unto him to make war with the sainis.”
Paul calls this same power “ the son of perdition, who
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that. is called -
Clod.” 2 Thess. 2:3, 4. The titles which ihe popes
have assumed, of “ Most Holy Lord,” and ‘heir pre-
tensions to pardon sin, even before its commission, if
we had nothing else, uuﬁlcmnuly establish tho b]asphe
mous character of thai power.

Pope Innocens I1I. writes: ¢ He [Christ] hath sei
" one man over the world, him whom he hath appointed
his vicer on earth ; and as to Chyist is bent every knee
in Heaven, in earth, and under the earth, so shall
obedience and service be paid to his vicar by all, thau
there may be one fold and one shepherd.”

Agnin, Pope Gregory VIL says, “The Roman
poniifl alone i by right wneversal. In him alone is
e right of making laws. Let all kings kiss the feet
of the pope. His name alone shall be heord in the
churches. It is the only name in the world. Tt is his
right o depose kings. Iis word is not to be repealed
by any one. It is to be repealed by himself alone.
He is o be judged by none. 'The church of Rome
has never erred, and the Scupumes testify it never
shall err)

Here, most certainly, is a power diverse from all
others, and proud and blasphemous enough io_answer
the character of the litile horn. Itis said of this horn
that he shall think to change times and laws. Whai
laws? and whose? INoi the laws of other earthly
goverumenis; for it was nothing marvelous nor
sirange for one power to change uhe laws of another,
whenevex it could bring such power under its domin-
ion. Not human laws of any kind ; for the little horn
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had power %o change these so far as its jurisdiction
extended ; but the times and laws in question were
such as this power should only think to change, bui
not be able to change. They are the laws of the same
Being to whom the saints belong, whom it wears cui
with persecution ; namely, the laws of the Most High.
And has the papacy attempted this? Yes, even this.
It has expvnged the second commfmdment to make
way for its adoration of images. It has divided the
tenth to make up the number. And, more audacious
than all! it has taken hold of the fourth command-
ment, torn from its place the Sabbath of Jehovah, the
only memorial of the great God ever given ‘to man,
and erected in ils place a rival institution to serve
another pwrpose. Sece Catholic caiechisms, and the
work entitled, ¢ Who Changed the Sabbath?”

4. The peﬂod expressed by the prophetic phrase,
and they shall be given into his hand until a time, and
ilmes, and the dwxdmg of time. The pronoun, uhey,
embraces the saints, the times, and the laws just men-
toned. How long a time were they to be given into
the hands of this power? , A time, see chapter 4 :23,
is one year; two times, the least that could be de-
noted by the plural, two years, and the dividing of
time, or half a time, half a year. We thus have three
years and « half for the continuance of this power.
‘We must now consider that we ave in the midst of

symbolic prophecy; hence this measurement is not
" literal, but prophetic. The inquiry then arises, How
long u period is denoted by the three years and a half
prophetic time? The only rule given us in the Bible
is, that when a day is used as a symbol, it stands for
a year,  Eze. 4:6; Num. 14:34. The ordinary
Jewish year, which must be used as the basis of reck-
oning, contained three hundred and sixiy days. Three
years and a half contained twelve hundred and sixty
days. Each day standing for a year, we have twelve
hundred and sixty years for the continuation of this
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horn. Did the papacy possess dorainion that lengih
of 5ime? The answer sgain iz, Yes.

The edict of the emperor Justinian, dated A. D. 533,
made the bishop of Rome the head of all the churches.
Put this edict could noi go into effect #ill the Arian
Osirogoths, the last off the_three horas that were
plucked up to make room for ihe papacy, were driven
frora Rome, and this wag noi accomplished +ill . o©.
538. The edict would have besn of no =fact had this
abier event noi been accomplished ; henea from this
latter year we are o date, sg this was she earliest
point where the soints were in resliiy in the hands of
“this power. Trom this peins did the papzsy hold su-
premacy for twelve hundced and sixty years? Ex-
acily.

Verse 26. ¢ Dui the judgmont shell sit, and they shall
talie away his dominion, to ¢onsume and to destroy it unio
ihe end.”

At vhe closs of the long period of itg blasphemous
and bloody rule, judgment finally sits upon the po-
pocy. 'The time liad come tov the prophetic words ol
Rev. 15110, to be fulfilled: “JIe thai Izadeih inio
capiivity shall go into captivity ; he thai Lilleth with
the sword mush be killed with she sword.” From .
D. 538, the clearly defined date for the commencement
of ihis propheiic period, mezsurss 1260 years, aud we
aro brought to a. p. 1798, when Beréhier, a French
goneral, entered Rome, procluimed o Republiz, took
she pope a prisoner, and for a time aboliched the pa-
pocy. And it hag never sinee enjoyed vho privileges
and Immunities which it possessed hefore. Thus
again this power fulills, 4o the very letter, the spaci-.
ficasions of the prophecy.

Some very startling evenis relaiive to ihe papacy,
dlling up the prophecies wivered in this chapier concern-
ing that power, bave talien ploce within a {ew years of
the present tims. Commencing in 1798 where the great
netional judgmens fell upon ths papacy, whot have been
the chief charactevisiics of its history? Answer: The
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rapid defection of ite natural supporiers, and greater as-
sumptions on its own pari. At the close of the 2300
daye of chapter 8, in 1844, Jndgment of another Lind
bogan io sit, namely, the invesiigative Judgment, in tho
heavenly sanciuary, prepaiaiory to the coming of Christ,
Dec. &, 1854, the dogma of the Imwnaculate Conception
was decreed by the pope. July 21, 1870, in iho greas
Ecumenica]l Council assembled at Rome, it was deliber-
ately decresd by a vote of 53¢ against 2 thei the popo
was infallible. In the same year, Napoleon, by whose
bayoneis the pope was kepi upon his throne, was crighed
by Prussia, and the lasi prop was knocked from wunider
ihe papacy. Then Vicior Emsnuel, seizing his opporiu-
nity to carry out the long-cherished dream of a Uaited
Tialy, seized Rome to alke it the capital of his Lingdom.
To hie troops, under General Cadorna, Roino surren-
dered, Sepi. 20, 1870, Thea the lash vestigo of vhe {em-
porzl power departed, nevermore, said Victor Emanuel,
t0 be vesiored ; and the pope has been virsually a pris-
omer in his own palace since that time. Becuuse of +he
great words which the hora utiered, Daniel saw the beass
destroyed and given o the buining flasne.  This desirue- -
tiom e 40 take place wi the second coming of Christ and
by means of that eveni; for the man of sin is to be con-
sumed by the spiriv of Chrisi’z outh, and destroyed by
sho brighiness of hiz coming. 2 Thess. 2 :86. Whai
words conld he greater, more presumpiuous, more blas-
phemous, more insuliing io bigh Heaven, than ihe de-
liberate adoption of the dogma of Infallibiliiy, slothing
2 morial man with the prerogative of the Deity, which
was accolapliched by papal inirigue and influcnce, July
21, 18707 Following in =wifi, succession, thelasi vestigo
oi-iemporal powsr was sweps irom his grasp. 1t was
$because of these words, and as if in slmost immediate
zonneciion with them, shai the prophet saw this power
given #o the burning lame. His dominion was to be
consumed unto the end; implying that when the lasi
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vestige of his power was consumed as a civil ruler, the - -

end is not far off.

Verses 27, 28. ¢ And the kingdom arid dominion, and the
greainese of the kingdom under the whole heaven, ghall bo
given in the people of the sainis of the Most ngh whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him. Hitherto is the end of the matter. As
for me Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my
countenance changed in me; but I kept the mailer in my
heart.” ~

After beholding the dark and desolats picture of

" papal oppression upon the church, the prophet once
more turns his eyes with delight upon the glorious
period of the saints’ rest, when iliey shall have the
kingdom free from all oppressive powers, in everlast-
ing possession. What could the children of God do
in thl‘ present evil world, sighing over the misrule

.

and oppression of the governmenis of earth, and the .

abominations that are done 1n the land, if they could
not look forward o the kingdom of G‘rod, and the re-
turn of their Lord, with full assurance that the prom-
1ses concerning them both shall certainly be fulfilled,
ond that speedily ?

Now let us see whereabouis we are in the prophetic

chain. We have passed the lion, Babylon. We have -

also passed the bear with ithree ribs in his mouth.
The sign of the leopard with four wings of a fowl and
four heads has beerr passed. The dreadful and terri-
ble beast with ten horns has been seen. We have
passed the little horn having cyes like the eyes of o
man, and a mouth speaking great things. That is
amoung the things numbered with the past. What
comes next? The Judgment and God's everlasting
kingdom.
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