Bible Tracts, No. 5.

THE SANCTUARY OF THE BIBLE.

THE eighth chapter of Daniel is o propheey of won-
derful interest; for it gives the prophetic history of
the world from the rise of the Persian Empire till the
final destruction of all earthly kingdoms by the God
of Heaven. The succession of earthly empires was
presented to the prophets under the symbols of a ram,
a goat, and & little horn that became exceeding great.
And when these had been shown to him, he was told
by the angel Gebriel that the ram representzd the
kingdom of Media and Persia ; and that the goat was
the kingdom of (irecia ; and the horn which hecame ex-
ceeding great, though nos called by name, was identified
by several decisive facts, among which are these : That
it should be the great destroyer of the people of God,
and that it should put to death the Prince of princes.
These facts show that the Roman power is iniended.

In connection with these symbols which represent
the great empires thes have since arisen, the prophet
learned the duraiion of his vision. For he heard Ga-
briel ask Michael, ¢ How long shall be the vision con-
cerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression of
desolation to give both the sanctuary and the host to
be trodden under foot ¥’ And Michael, who answered
the question to Dauiel, said : “ Unto two thonsand
and three hundred days ; shen shall the sancbuary be
cleansed.” Verses 13, 14.

Now, it is plein thai the period of twenty-three
hundred days cannot be understood to mean so many
literal days ; for thiz would not make quite seven
years, and would cover only & very small part of the
daration of one of the three greai empires of this
vision. But we should remember that in this vision
the great empirves of the world are represenied by
symbols, and thus are given on a scale which brings
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them distinetly before the sye of the observer. It is
necessary thas vhe time should be given on a scale that
corresponds with this in order not to involve an ab-
surdity. For the Pcrsian, Grecian, and Roman Em-
pireshavein all continued between 2000a0d 3000 years.
Mow when these empirves were represented by beasts,
if the time that vhe empires were to continue was
given withous a corresponding abatement, then we
-should have these beasts living a thomsand years
apiece ! This would be absard.  But it wounld not be
ebswrd to represent them as living and acting that
number of days.

The doys must sherefore represent longer periods of
time. If we compare spiritual things with spiritual,
we sholl find the key to the interpretation of these
days. For tlie different inspived writers were all led
by ihe same Spivdi of truth.  They were like so many
workwen engaged in building a temple. If we can
find the rule which governed ome of them, we shall
find ¢hat same rule governing all the rest in like cir-
cumstances. Now God gave this rule to Kzekicl in
ithe inierpretation of the symbols of his own vision :
“T have appointed thec each day for a yeanr” lze
4:6. Weshull find in Gabriel's explanation of this
vision of Daniel given in the ninth chapter, that the
days 1a Daniel's prophecy are so many years.

This peviod of two thousand and three lundred
days was cerliainly given for the benefit of the people
of God. DBat i cannot benefii; them unless they are
able to understand it. We have indeed ascertained
that it must be two thousand and three hundred ycars.
But ii’ we do not know when this period commences,
we shall be none the wiser for having the period given
in Duniel’s propliecy. But there is a certain great
eveni to toke place when this period expires, and God
designed to give his people knowledge of the time.
The eveni is called the cleansing of the sanctuary.
We shall iind the subject one of very deecp interest
when we come o examine the Bible to learn what it
teaches respecting the sanctuary and its cleansing.
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But the date of this great period is not given in the
eighth chapter of Daniel. In that chapter, however,
_the commandment is given by Michael thus: ¢ Ga-
briel, make this man to understand the vision.” Verse
16. And yei, in verse 27, he tells ns that he “was
astonished ai the vision, but none understood it.”
The angel in explaining to him this vision set before
him ihe destruction of the mighty and the holy peo-
ple, and the cruel death of the Son of God. The
prophet could hear no more, for he “ fainted, and was
sick ceriain days ;” so Gubriel reserved the remuinder
of the explanation till another time.

Bat in the ninth chapter we find Daniel carnestly
sceking Glod with reference to his sanctuary. Verscs
3, 17. He seems to have connected his own vision
of-the sanctuwry with that of Jeremiah respecting the
desolation of the temple at Jerusalem. Verse 2.~ His
mind was upon the subject of time. He knew that
the seventy years of Jeremiah's prophecy were just
expiring, and he was intently studying that period,
doubtless in connection with the period whiclh Michacl
told him marked the cleansing of the sanctuary. 1t
was necessary that he should now be made to under-
stand the reckoning of the great period revezled to
bim in his vision of the eighth chapter.

And so while he was engaged in importunate prayer
for the peoplé of God and for his sanctuary, the angel
Clabriel touches bim, saying, “1 am now come forth
to give thee skill and wnderstanding.” Verse 22.
And calling aiteniion to the vision which he had been
commanded to explain to him, he says: ¢Therefore
wndersiand the matier, and consider ihe vision.” Verse.
23, compared with chapter 8 : 16.

Therenpon he gives to Daniel the key o the veck-
oning of his great peciod. ‘ Beventy weeks,” sayshe,
“are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy
civy,” ete. Verse 24. The word determined does not
express the full sense of the Hebrew word nsed by
the angel. The word spoken by the angel was “ cut
ofi” The translaiors, not seeing the propriety of such
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a word in this place, for they did not note the fact
that the ninth chapter is vhe key to the eighth, and so
vhought nothing of the long peviod in that chapter,
could not ynderstand how the seventy weeks could be
gaid to be cut off, snd so they departed from the liter-
al meaning, and said thai seventy weeks, were “de-
termined,” that is appoinied, upon thy people and thy
city. But with the prophet, the case was dififerent.
The angel had bidden him ¢ consider the vision.” And "
nothing was more nasural when iold that seventy
weeks were cut off than that he should recur to the
long period revealed Vo him without a date in that
vision. ’

This shorter period being cut off irom thaw long pe-
riod gives us the ley to the reckoning of that period
from which it is cuv of. 'When we ascertain the date
of the seventy weeks, we have also asceriained the
point from which the twenty-three hundred days are
to be reckoned. And shis date she angel nexi gives us.

“Xnow therefore,” said Gabriel, “and undersiand
that from the going forih of the commandment to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince
shall be seven weeks and threescore and two wecks.”
Verse 25.  The commandment for the restoraiion of -
Jerusalem, which city then lay in ruins, is the event
which marks the commencement of this period. Cy-
rus gave the Jews permission to return and build the
temple, buf did/noi say snything respociing the city
itself. Ezra 1. This decree Dariux venewed when
the Jews were hindered by their enemies, and he pro-
vided means for the expense. of finishing the temple.
Tzra 6. But Artaxerxes added o the work of Cyrus
and Darius the full restoration of ihe city to its an-
clenv privileges, and the re-establishment of the law
of God as the law of the city ; and he authorized the
rebuilding of its walls. Eara 7:11-26; 9:9. The
commandment is the prophetic colmmandment of the
God of Heaven (Isa. 44 :206-28; 45:13), and was
carried into effect by Cyrus, Darius, and Axrtaxerxes,
whose successive action is recognized as the legal es-
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tablishment of that commandment by the anthority of.
the Persian Empire. Kaa 6: 14

The decrce of Artaxerxes, which marks the going
forth of the commandment, was in the year B, C., 457
(see margin of Ezra 7), a date which has been estab-
lished by the infallible iestimony of many eclipses.
Sixty-nine weels, or 483 prophetic days, exiend from
vhis date to the Messiah, that is, to Christ. This pe-
riod was fuliilled in exacily 483 years, which proves
that we have made no mistake in reckoning Daniel’s
days as years, nor in fixing their daie at . c. 457,

It was in the fall of A ». 27, just 483 full years
from the going forth of the commandment in B. C.
457, thas our Lord began his ministry. And this was
the announcement which he made: “THE TIME 1
FULFILLED.” Mark -1 :15. He did in these words
refer to the sixty-nine weeks which marked the com-
mencement of his ministry, and he annonnced the ful-
fllment of thai period. For the period exiends not
simply to the birth of the Saviour, but to hig annoint-
ing, which took: place & bis baptism, the word Messi-
ah signifying the anoinved one. See John 1:41;
Acts 10:40, 41 ; Tule 3:21, 22; 4 :14-21,

The sitty-nine weeks did, therefore, end with the
begimning of our Lord’s ministry in the fall of A, D.
27.  One week of the seventy remained in which the
covenani was to be confirmed with mony. Verse 27.
In the midst of this week, the sacrifice and oblation
were to cease. This yust signify that he should take
these away by becoming himself the great sacrifice for
sin which these uypified. Heb. 10:1-13; Col. 2:
14-17. And so it wag that our Lord preached dur-
ing three years and a half, uniil the spring of A. D, 31,
when he was crucified for the sins of men. This date,
Dr. Hales, one of the most distinguished of chronolo-
gists, establishes by conclusive evidence. See his
“ Analysis of Chronology,” second edition, vol. 1. pp.
94-100. There remained of the period which was
apecially assigned o ¢he Jews three and a half pro-
phetic days to compleie the seventy weel:s. The term-
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ination of this period in A, ». 34 marked the closé
of the exclusive work for the Jews, aud the commence-
ment of the work for ihe Geniiles in the conversion of
Saul, who was at once commissioned to them. Acts
26 :15-17. Here ended the seventy weelss which
were cut off from the 2300 days. When ihese 490
days were @nished, there remained 1810 days before
ihe time should come for the cleansing of ilic sanctu-
ary. As the 490 ended in ihe fall of o . 54, the re-
maining 1810 days ended in the fall oi' 1844,

In the great Adveni movement under the preaching
of William Miller and his fellow-laborers, the evidence
was brought_oui with gresi cleoxness thai the 2300
days would-end in 1844. Ile believed that the sanc-
wuary to be cleansed is our carth. He found no testi-
mony in the Bible thet the cacth is the sanciuary, bus
he did find that the earih is o be pucified by fire (2
Pet. 3:7-13), and so he inferred thet this was ihe
sanctuary whicl. Michael suid should be cleansed ai
whe end of ¢he 2300 days. He therefore concluded
ihat this period was given to 1aark the time of Christ’s
coming, And as it was suificiently evident from the
several great lines of prophcey in Daniel and Revela-
won, and from the signs of ibe times; ihot the adveni
of Christ wos at the doois, the time was preached in
connection with the signs with very great solemnity
and power. .

Bui though it could be clearly shown that the 2300
days actually ended in 1344, the Advent people were
doomed o a great disappoiniment. The ending of the
2300 days ‘was not the ilme sppointed of God for the
coming of Cbrisi, nor for vhe burning of the eath.
But the gress Advent disappointment made it necessary
that two iraportentquestionsshould be carefully siudied.

1. What is the sanctuary of ihe Bible?

2, What is mesnt by the cleansing of the sanctuary?

The fact that the cleansing of the sanciuary is an
event located in prophecy in the very conclusion of
one of Daniel’s great prophetic chaing, shows that it
is an event of deep interesi to mankind, And as we
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live at a time when the 2300 days are in the past,
e are most deeply concerned to understand the nat-
ure of the work called the cleansing of the sanctuary.

The Bible is full of the subJect of the uanu,tna,r',r,
and we shall find it a theme of intense interest if we
give it careful study. The Bible dogiriné of the sans-
tufu'v is this : That the sanctuary is the place ‘whaie
the High Priest stands to ofier blood before Ged for
the sins of those who come to Glod through him. The
central object in ithe sanctnary is the ark which con-
tains the law of God that man has broken. The cov-
‘vt of this ark was called the mercy-seat, because mercy
came to those who had brolken the law beneath it,
when the high priest sprinkled the blood of sin-offer-
ing upon it, provided they accompanied hic work by
repeniance and faith. Last of all was the work of
cleansing the sanctuary when the high priesi by blood
removed the sins of the people from the sanctuary
into which they had been borne by the ministration of
the priests before God. We now invite atiention to
ihe testimony of the Bible respecting the zanctuary.

1. There are two covenanis; the first, or old cove-
nant, exiends from the time of Moses to the death of
Chrisi; the second, or new covenant, begins at the
death of Christ and extends forward to the consum-
mation. Gal 4 :24-26 ; Heb. 8:7-13 ; Luke 22 : 20.

2. The first covenani had a sanctuary, which was
ihe tabernacle erected by Moses. Heb. 9 :1-7.

3. The new covenant has a sanctuary which is the
semple of C(tod in Heaven, inio which owr Bigh Priest
entered when he ascended wp on high. Heb. 3 : 1-5.

4. When Moses erected the tabernacle, he was com-
manded by God to make it sccording o the pattern
which hs showed to him ; and this patiern musi have
been a representation of the temple of Clod in Heaven ;
for the earthly sanctuary is declared to be a pattern
of the heavenly. Bx. 25:9, 40; Heb. 8:5; 9: 25,
© 5. The earthly sanctuary consisted of fwo holy
_ places; the first of which conlained the table of shew-
bread, the candlestick with zeven lamps, and the gold-
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en alter of incense ; and the second contained the ark
of God’s testoment with the lobles on which the ten
commandments were written by the finger of God, and
over which was the mercy-seas with the cherubim of
glory overshodowingit. 1x.40:18-28; Eleb. 9:1-5.

6. The temple of God in Hewven is not only spolen
of ag the oviginal from which the earthly sanciuory
was copied (Ieb. 9:23, 24 ; 1 Chron. 28:11, 12, 19),
It it is also spoken of as consisting of holy places, in
the plural. Sec Heb. 8:2; 9:8,12, 24; 10:19, in
cach of which vecses the origival is holy places, in ihe
plural, aad they are so_rendered in various translations.

The word sanctuary in the Bible, except in the few

cases where i i3 used figuraiively, refers always to
vhe place where he high priesi ministers hefore God
for the sins of the people. It was first the tabernacle
crected by Moses; then it was the temple built by
Solomon, which was o more glocious straciure than the
tabernacle, but with the same two holy places; and
when the typical sacrifives ended in the death of
Christ, who is the true sin-offering, the earihly sanc-
tuary, or holy places, ceased ic be the center of God’s
worship, and Christ entered the temple in Heaven as
o great High Priest—the minister of the sanciuary
and of the truc tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
and not man. The temple of God in Heaven is the
sanciusry from which the pselmist says the Lord be-
‘held the earth (Ps. 102:19), and which Jeremiah
speaks of as being where the ihrone of God is found.
Jer. 17:12; Rev. 16: 17.

The ministration in the earthly sanciuary could not
_actually take away sins; for i had only the blood of
hulls and goats to offer. I{eb. 10:4. It was or-
dained for the purpose of insicucting men with refer-
ence to vhe work of Chrisi, and of encowraging them
0 look forward o his work. It iz a shadow or rep-
resentation of the service of Christ in the sanciuary
of God in Heaven. Heh. 3:5; 10:1; Col. 2:17.
It took one yeor to complete the round of service in
the earthly sanctuary, at ihe end of which the cleans-
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ing of the sanctuary took place. The round of serv-
ice was repeated each year, even as a shadow is re-
newed each day. But the ministration of Chuisi
which caste this shadow ills out each part of the
work oace for all, and is not repeated. We shall
therefore find the smdy of the service in the earthly
sanciuary full of insiruction as to the work of Chrisi
in the sanctuary sbove.

The ministration in the first apartment occupied ihe
entive year, with the exception of one day, which was
devoied to work in the second apartment, or mos:
holy place, Lo close up the work which had been
wronght in the first apartment. The work in ihe
first nparbment was on this wise: When a man re-
pented of his sin, he brought a sin-offering io the
priest o the door of the sanctuary. Then he con-
fessed his sin to the priest, and put his hand upon the
head of his offering to indicate the transfer of ihe

" guili frora himself {0 his. offiering. Then the victim
was slain because of that guil thus transferred to it,
and the blood, representing the life of the victim, was
taker by the priest and carried into the sa.nctusu'y,
and Jprinklul there before God, This act was the of-
fering of the life of an inmocent viciim in b place of ihe
life of hira who had broken the law of God, and it was
the transierence of that man’s guilt from himself to the
sanciuary of God. See Lev. 4 and the parallel seript-
urez. This was the most important feature of ihe
work in the first apartment, and by it the guilt of the
peniienis was um.nsfern,d from themselves to the tab-
ernacle.

On the tenth day of the sevenih month, which was
called the day of atonement, the ministralion -vas
transferred 4o the second apmtment, or mosi holy
place. Lev. 16. Ey God’s direciion, the high priest
on chis day caused two goats to be brought to the
“door of the sanctuary. On these he was o cast lote.
One was for the Lovd, the other was for Azazel.
Then he slew the goat upon which the Lord’s Jot fell,

" and took his blood io present it before God as a sin-
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offering in the inosi holy place, sprinkling it upon thé
mercy-seat. He did this for two purposes: 1. To
make atonement for the people. 2. To cleanse the
ranctnary by removing from it the sins of the people
of God. Lev. 16 : 15-19.

The sanctuary being cleansed, the high priest comes
oat of the building, and hcwmg caused the other goai
to be brought, which was for Azazel, he lays botle
his hands upon his head, and confesses over him all
the transgressions of the children of Ismael ia all their
sins. These he puts upon the head of the goat, and
sends him away by the hand of a fit man Snto the
wilderness. And 1t is said that “the goat shall bear
upon him all their iniquities unto » la,nd not inhab-
ited.” Verses 20-22.

The work of the high priest on this great day of
aionement was for the purpose of completing whe
work which had been pariially accomplished in the
iirst apartment. By the work in that apartmént, the
ring had been itransferred to the sancfuary through
ihe blood of sin-offering. By the work in the second
apartment, the sanctuary is cleansed and the sins of
whe people of God blotjed ont. Such was the work in
ihe earthly sanctuary, and such was the cleansing of
the sanctuary ag sei forth in the example and shadow
of heavenly things.

The earthly sanctuary was only made as the pat-
worn of the sanctuary in Heaven. Heb. 8 and 9. It
self and its services pertained only to the first cove-
nant. Heb. 9:1. With the introduction of the new
covenant came the real sanctuary of God, the “taber-
nacle which the Lord pitched, and not man. Heb. 8:
I, 2. While the firsi tabernacle stood, it signified
ihat the way into the holy places of the heavenly tem-
ple was not opened. Heb. 9 8. But when our Lord
oscended on high, he became a great High Priest, and
by his own blood he entered the temple of God.
Verses 11, 12. The order of his minisiration is
clearly indicated by the service in ihe two apartments
of the earthly sanctuary. Heb. 8:5; 9:8-12; 10:
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I. And wé a¢é able to trace the minisiration of
Christ in these two apartments of the temple ahove
in the I{ew Testament. )
- Thus, when Johr looked into the temple of God in
Heaven, he saw the Faiher sitiing upon the throne,
and before the throne were seven lamps burning.
lev. 4. Tn this place also he zaw the Son of God.
Rev. 5. Before the throne also siood the golden al-
tar of incense. Rev. 8:3. These things do clearly
mark the drst sparimeni of the heavenly sanciuary,
ond show that this was the place where our Lord be-
gan bis ministiation as our High Friest. '
But ihere is a time when bis ministration is to be
within the second apertment. This is marked in
Jobn’s statement of the events wunder the seventh
trumpei: “And the temple of God was opened in
Heaven, snd there was seen in his temple she ark of
his testamens.” Rev. 11:19. The ark marks the
second aparbment as the seven lamps and ihe golden
altar of incense mark the firet.  The second apartment
is therefore opened under the seventih angel, and the
days (or years) ai the beginning of his voice consti-
tute the pericd in which the mystery of God or work
of the gospel for fallen man is inished. Rev. 10:7;
Eph. 3:4-6. It iz certain, therefore, that as there
was o time each year devoted to the finisbing up of
the round of service in “ihe exarple and shadow of
heavenly chings ” so is there such a. period in the con-
clusion of Christ’s ininistration, when once for all our
High Pricst finishes his work of priesthoorl; end as
this work in the former dispensation took place in the
second apartment, so also under the new covenant
does this worl: find its accomplichment within the
second vail by the ark of the ten commsndments.
The work in the second apartment of the carthly
sanctuary does not therefors represeni the work of
the whole gospel dispensation, buié only of that part
of it devoted o vhe finishing of the mystery of God.
The work within the second apariment was ifor the
cleansing of the sanctuary, and this was performed by
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the high priest with blood, and when it was accom-
plished the sins of the people were bloited out. It
was, theretore, an eveni of the greafest importance to
the people of God. The heavenly sanctuary is to be
cleansed, and for the same reason that the carthly
sanctuary was cleansed. So Paul testifies in Heb. 9 :
23. The same word which Paul uses to express the
purification in this text is used in the Septuagint ver-
sion of Daniel 8 : 14, for cleansing. The prophecy of
Daaniel shows us-that the sanctuary of God is cleansed
in the lasi, days of the new-covenant dispensation.
The sanctuary of ilie new. covenant is in Heaven.
Heb. 3:1, 2. This heavenly sanctuary is to be
cleansed ; for Paul afiirms it. Heb. 9 :23. The.
time moarked for ils cleansing is vhat fixed by John
for the opening of the temple in IHeaven and for the -
finishing of the mystery of God. Rev. 11:19; 10: .
7. The cleansing of iwhe sanciuary is the removal
from it of the sins of the people of God that had been
borae into it by the High Priest, and their blotting
out from ithe record that stands againsi the saints,

, preparatory to their being placed vpon the head of the
scape-gout, oc Azazel.

Now this Azazel, as the word is in the original, or
scape-goat, as some translations render it, can be no
other than Satan. For the being-that receives the
sing of the righteous afier the High Priesi has finished
his work iu ihe sanctuary, can be no other than Satan,
the author of sin. " The word Azazel was understood
by the ancient people of God to mean Satan, When,
therefore, the goat was sent into a land not inhabited,
it represenis the fact that Satan at the conclusion of

. Christ’s work: as priest shall be cast into the bottom:
less pit.  Tlev. 20.

The treading under foot of the sanctuary is not per-
formed by literslly trampling it in the dust. It is
trodden under foot in the same manner that men are
represented as treading under foot the Son of God
who minisiers in that sanctuary. Heb. 10 : 29,

But does Dianiel’s vision really take in the heavenly
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sanctuary ? We know that the earthly sanctuary as
understood by him was the temple of God. Dan.
9:17, 26. His view was in exact harmony with thai
of Paul in Heb. 9:1-5. And ought we not to un-
derstand that the entive 2300 days belong w0 the tem-
ple in old Jerusalem? Such is the view taken by
some, and yet it is not at all in harmony with the
statemenv of Gabriel. The entire period of 2300
days does not belong o old Jerusalem ; for Gabriel
said, “ Beventy weeks are determined upon thy peo-
ple, and upon thy holy city.” The words liierally
translated from the Hebrew are, “ Seventy weels are
cur orf upon thy people, and upoa thy holy city.”
Dan. 9:24. So we have the highest avthoricy for
saying that only 490 of the 2300 doys pertain to the
earthly sancivary. And it is worthy of novice that
the actual transition from the earchly sanctuary to
that of the new covenant, which is the heavenly, 1s in
close proximity to the end of the 490 days.

And this is not all. Gabriel introduces the heav-
enly sanctuary itself, for the last event mentioned un-
der the seventy weeks is the anointing of the most
lioly. In the Hebrew, this is the anointing of the
holy of holies. This cannot mean Christ, bui must
mean the sanctuary of God. It cannot mean the
carvhly sanctuary, for that was left of God at this
very time (Matt. 23 : 38), and was, with all the typic-
al system, berc set aside. The anointing of the sanc-
wuary was that which prepared the way for the minis-
travion therein. Lev. 8:10. The ministration in
the earthly sanctuary was now finished, and that in
she heavenly was about to commence. The sanctuary,’
therefors, which at this time wag anointed was that
which ab this very point took the place of the sarthly
sanctuary. I was the temple of God in Heaven
which Gabriel thus brings to Daniel's view. The
2300 days do, therefore, embrace the closing period of
the earihly sanctuary and the entire history of the
ministration in the sanctuary of the new covenant.
They end in the last days of the new covenant dis-
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penzation, and the cleansing of the sanctuary is the
consummation of the work of our grea: High Priest
vherein.

The naiure of that work we will now briefly indi-
cate. The work of the Judgment is divided into two
paris. The iicst part is the dnvestigasive judgment,
which takes place in the heavenly sanctuary, God the
Father sicting in judgment. - The second part is the
executtorn of the judgment, and is committed wholly
o Chrisi, who cothes to our earth to accomplish this
work, John 5:22-27 ; Jude 14, 15. It is while
the invostigative judgment is in session thai the
cleansing of the sanctuary takes place. Or, to speak
more aceurately, the cleansing ‘of the sanciuary is
ideniical with the work of the investigative judgment.

This pari of the judgment is described in Daniel
7:9-14.  God ihe Father sits upon the throne of judg-
weni. Those who stand before the Father are the an-
gels. Cowpare Rev. 5:11. It is not upon earth, for
ihe Father does not come to our earth. It is before
ihe second adveat of Christ, for Christ comes to our
carth as o king sitting upon his own vhrone (Matt.
35:31, 34 ; Luke 19:12, 15; 2 Tim. 4 : 1), but this
iribunal of the Father is the very place where he is
crowned Ling. Dan. 7:13, 14, I is the time and
place where our Lord concludes his priestly office, and
rausk, therefore, be in the second apartmeni of the
sanctuary above. Rev. 10:7; 11:15, 18, 19.

‘When ile Soviowr comes, be gives immortality to
the righteous dead. 1 Cor, 15:23, 51-55; 1 Thess.
4 :15-17. The rest of the dead are left until the
resurrection of the unjust. Rev. 20. But those
who are ihus made immortal were previously accounted
worily of that great salvation. ILuke 20:35, There
can be no examination afterward to ascertain whether
they shall be saved or lost, for they are put In posses-
sion of eternal life at the moment when the irnmpet
sounds. And such, also, is the case with the hving
rightcous. They are clanged to immortality in
the same moment with tbe dead in Christ. 1 Thess.
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4:16-17. These are previously judged worthy of
this great salvation (Luke 21 : 36), and can never aft-
erward be subjected to trial for the determination of
this point. The desision who shall have eternal life
has, thevefore, been made before Christ descends to
execute the judgment.

The books ave examined before the deliverance of
the saints. Dan. 12:1. The opening of the books
is described in Dan. 7 :9, 10. The book of life shows
who have ever set out in the service of God. Luke
10:20; Phil. 4 :35. The book of God’s remembrance
shows the record of their faithfulnessin his cause, and
whether they have made clean work in overcoming.
Mal. §:16. Other books contain the record of men’s
evil deeds. Rev. 20:12,13. 7

As the object of this final work in the sanctnary iz
to determine who are worthy of everlasting life, no
cases will come before this tribunal exsept those whe
havebad their names entered inthe book of life. All oth-
ers are left out of this invesiigation as having never
become partakers in Christ’s stoningwork. The inves-
tigation will determine who have overcome their sins ;
and these will have their sins blotted from the record,
and their names retained in the book of life. It will
also determine who have not overcome; and these wilt
have vheir names blotted from the book of life, Rev.
3 :5, and their sing will be retained in the record, to
be visited with reiribution in the resurrection to dam-
nation.

The righteous need a high priest until their sins are
blotted oui. They cannot be blotted out #ill the
Judgment ; for God has decreed to bring every work
into judgment whether good or evil. Kecel. 12:13,
14; 5:17. He certoinly cannot bring any record in-
to judgment, after he has blotted it out. The blotiing
out is therefore the last act of our High Priest, and
is done when the Father has accounted each person
worthy of this; which will only be when the High
Priest has shown from tlie record in the book of God's
remembrance that he has actually overcome. The
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blotiing out of sins (Acts & :19) is therefore the great
work which brings our Lord’s priesthood to 2 conclu-
sion. As this is an individual work, it evidently be-
gins with the first generation of the righteous, and
50 comes down to the last, that is, to those who are
alive at the coming of Christ, It is the time of the

dead that they should be judged. Rev. 11:18, 19.
The first angel gives notice to the inhabitants of the
carth that the hour of Cod’s judgment has come.
Rev. 14:6, 7. The living are still on probation when
this solemn announcement is made to mankind.

The proclamation of the third an«el which is made
while Christ is closing up his work in the sanctuary,
is designed to prepare the living for the decision of
the Judgmeni. When the cases of the living are
reached, probation closes up forever. The decree goes
forth from the throne of God, “He that is unjust, let
him be unjusi still ; . . . and he that is holy, let him
be holy still.” Rev. 22:11. The sing of the over-
comers being blotted out, and the sanctuary cleansed,
the Son of God is no longer needed as a great High
Priest. He therefore ceases from the office forever
and becomes a king for the deliverance and glorifica-
ilon of his people, and for she destruction of all trans-
gressors. Dan. 7:13, 14. Satan, the.author of sin,
receives its dreadful hurden when the work in the
sanctuary is closed, and will bear it with him to the
lake of fire.

- It is of infinite conscquence to us who live in. the time
whea Christ is elosing up his priesthood, that we un-
dcistand the work which he is pexformmnr and that
we so walk in the light as to share in his great salva-
tion.

gg; Price ot this Tract, poat pald $2.00 per hundred
Address, Review Axp Heravrp, Faitle Creek, Mich. :
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